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QUANTITIES/EQUIPMENT

�  Approximately 89 drivers throughout the district will work   

     12 hour shifts until the snow/ice event is over.  At least 176

     other TxDOT personnel will also be working during the  

     operation to support the drivers.

�  135 trucks- including pickups with spreader boxes and 

     heavy equipment loaders will be available.

HOW THE PUBLIC CAN PREPARE

�  Make a plan involving your employer, school, daycare,

     and child care.

�  Winterize your car: 
     • Check the ignition, brakes, wiring, hoses and belts.

     • Know how to operate your brakes – ABS and air 

        brakes to not operate the same.

     • Check filters.

     • Check the battery.

     • Check tires for air, sidewall wear and tread depth.

     • Check antifreeze levels.

     • Drive carefully; know the road before you go.

The DALLAS DISTRICT maintenance 
forces have provided, and will continue 
to provide, safe travel ways during 
winter conditions while keeping traffic 
delays to a minimum. WE WILL 

CONTINUE to maximize maintenance 
effectiveness to the best of our ability 
with the primary goal to provide the 
public with safe, consistent and most 
effective performance during snow and 
ice events.

WRAP UP FROM JANUARY 27-28, 2009 ICE STORM:

�  Approximate amounts of materials used:
     • 6,736 cubic yards of sand, 6,770 gallons of liquid 

magnesium chloride de-icing pre-treatment, 48,650 pounds 

of CMA, 161,028 pounds of Meltdown 20 and 29,806 pounds 

of salt.

     • Payroll cost: $578,275.27 
     for 7,688 full time hours under the 

     snow/ice payroll categeory.

THE FINAL COUNT
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For the Texas Depart-

ment of Transportation, 

nothing is more impor-

tant than safety. Espe-

cially during inclement 

winter weather, our 

objective is to provide 

motorists with safe travel through the 

Dallas District. Maintaining traffic flow on 

our roadways, bridges and overpasses is 

accomplished through the strategic use of 

the limited available resources at our 

disposal as well as the dedication, deter-

mination and teamwork of the men and 

women of the Dallas District.

Prioritizing roadways by Interstate, U.S. 

Highway, state highway and Farm-to-

Market as well as bridges, overpasses, 

high volume interchanges and high traffic 

roadways is the determining factor in the 

treatment of our roadways.

HOT SPOTS FOR FIRST RESPONSE

�  First priority: Interstate, U.S. and state highways; also 

     high-level interchanges (High 5) and long-grade ramps 

     (I-30 over Lake Ray Hubbard).

�  Second Priority: State highways, overpasses and bridges.

WHICH ROADS BELONG TO TXDOT?

The department is responsible for all controlled access 

roadways, intersections and crossovers. Local municipalities are 

responsible for non-controlled access roads within their city – 

such as parts of  Loop 12 and SH 352 (Scyene Road) in Dallas.

HOW WE PREPARE

The Dallas District Maintenance crews began preparing in 

October for winter ice events. Equipment was inventoried, 

inspected and calibrated. Materials were inventoried and 

ordered.  Stockpiles are replenished with enough material for a 

four day storm event.

BEFORE AN ICE/SNOW EVENT

�  Equipment is prepared:

     • All equipment is serviced

     • Spreader boxes are installed on dump trucks

     • Spreaders are calibrated

     • Heavy equipment loaders are in place and operable

     • “Watch for Ice on Bridge” signs are opened on by 

        district sign crew.

DURING AN ICE/SNOW EVENT

�  The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at DalTrans is 

     manned 24/7.

�  TxDOT supervisors continually monitors weather and road  

     conditions, NOAA, cameras, road sensors, hotlines and 

     crew reports.

�  Make hourly situational and personnel adjustments.

�  Crews spread sand and chemical de-icer on assigned 

     routes. 

�  Work continues around the clock until roadways are 

     passable.

AFTER AN ICE/SNOW EVENT

�  Stockpiles are replenished.

�  Roadways are swept and cleaned of excess sand.

�  Winter plan effectiveness is evaluated and adjusted if 

     necessary.

MATERIALS

�  Anti-icing: Liquid magnesium chloride is primarily sprayed  

     on bridges and overpasses before the storm which helps 

     prevent a hard bond of ice, reduces snow buildup and 

     speeds snow and ice breakup.

�  De-icing: Magnesium chloride pellets are mixed with 

    sand to help remove thick layers of ice already on the 

     road.     Magnesium chloride is made with natural sea salt 

     and is less corrosive than rock salt and more 

     environmentally friendly than baking soda.

�  Grade 5 Sand: used to improve traction and as a mixing 

   agent for magnesium chloride.

�  Salt – in some areas salt is still preferred because it is very 

    fast. Not used on bridges because of its corrosive nature. 

     Salt can also be used to free up stalled trucks on an icy 

     road.

�  Calcium Magnesium Acetate (CMA) – chemical 

    formulation of dolomitic lime and acetic acid. It is used in 

    a granular form and is easier to spread with pickups than 

     the larger bulk bags of Magnesium Chloride.

  

 

�  Routes are determined  

    and crews assigned.

�  Sand and chemical 

     stockpiles are strategically  

     located throughout the  

     district to make more 

     efficient use of limited 

     resources.

�  TxDOT monitors the 

    weather to determine 

     potential event time and 

    location.

�  If conditions warrant, 

    crews are dispatched to 

     pre-treat bridges and 

    overpasses.
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SAFETYI  IS TOP PRIORITY
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