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SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) proposes to widen FM 2234 (McHard Road),
in Missouri City and southwest Houston, Fort Bend County, Texas, from FM 3345 (Cartwright
Road) to FM 521 (Almeda Road), a distance of 5.8 miles. FM 2234 is currently a 2-lane undi-
vided highway. The current typical right-of-way width in Missouri City is 126 feet; in Houston, it
is 100 feet. The proposed project would widen FM 2234 to four lanes with a raised median with-
in a 126- to 170-foot-wide right-of-way. The project is proposed to be built with 80% federal
funds and 20% local funds. An Environmental Assessment was prepared for the project in No-

vember 2009 and deemed satisfactory for further processing by the Federal Highway Administra-
tion in January 2010.

The public hearing was held on Wednesday, March 24, 2010, at 7:00 pm, at Willowridge High
School, 16301 Chimney Rock Road, Houston, Texas 77053. Notice of the public hearing was
advertised in the Houston Chronicle (in English) on February 22 and March 14, 2010, in La Voz
(in Spanish) on February 28 and March 14, 2010, and in the Fort Bend Sun on February 25 and
March 11, 2010. Copies of the advertisements, and affidavits of publication, are presented in
Appendix A. In addition, notice letters were sent to all adjacent property owners (Appendix B)
and elected officials with jurisdiction in the project corridor (Appendix C).

On the day of the public hearing, 12 signs were placed along nearby roads to guide attendees
taking their cars to the auditorium at Willowridge High School. At the school, signs were posted
on doors to show attendees to the foyer, where the project exhibits were displayed, and the audi-
torium, where the hearing took place.

The foyer doors opened at 6:00 pm for an informal open house meeting before the hearing. At-
tendees signed in at a table near the entrance doors (see Appendix D) and obtained a comment
sheet and (if they wished to make an oral comment) a speaker registration card from project staff
that spoke English and Spanish. Boards describing the project, its environmental impact and pro-
posed schedule (reproduced in Appendix E) were displayed at the north side of the auditorium
near the entrance doors, and schematic drawings of the proposed project were on display at the
south side of the auditorium. Project team members from the City of Houston, TxXDOT Houston
District and consultants were available to answer questions in either English or Spanish at both
display areas. About 100 citizens attended the open house before the public hearing.

At 7:00 pm, James Koch, P.E., of TXDOT convened the public hearing. There were 118 citizens
present for the public hearing presentation and comment session. Mr. Koch’s presentation was
accompanied by a slide show (Appendix F), and he called on Fawzi Abou-Hossa, P.E., the lead
TxDOT engineer, and Bruce F. Leon, Ph.D., the lead environmental consultant with Quadrant
Consultants, to present the project design and environmental impacts, respectively. After the
presentation was over, Mr. Koch requested public comments. Fifteen people made oral com-
ments. The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 pm.

Sufficient notice and advertisement was provided in advance of the public hearing to the affected
population, in both English and Spanish. The public hearing was held at a convenient location to
the affected population and at a convenient date and time. Ample parking was available at the
public hearing location, as was local bus service. The hearing officer afforded several opportuni-
ties for those who wished to make oral comments to do so, and attendees were reminded several
times that they could also submit comments in writing or by email until April 7, 2010, which is
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ARRA
Funds Au-
County Highway Limits Scope thorized
Brazoria FM 1459 SH 35 to FM 524 Asphalt overlay and pavement markings $720,758
. Reconstruct and widen from 2 lanes to 4-
Brazoria FM 2234 Fort Bend C/L to SH 288 tane divided rural section (raised median) $11,500,000
Brazoria FM 524  SH 35 to FM 1301 Asphalt overlay and pavement markings $639,700
. South of SH 35 Bypassto  One-course surface treatment, asphalt con-
Brazoria SH 35 FM 523 crete pavement $3,249,043
Fort Bend FM 1093 FM 1489 1o FM 359 Base repair and overlay $821,886
. Reconstruct and widen from 2 lanes to 4-
Fort Bend FM 2234 FM 521 to Brazoria C/L lane divided rural section (raised median) $3,000,000
US 90A to Richmond .
Fort Bend FM 3155 State School Base repair and overlay $207,545
FortBend  FM 521 g‘ng to Brazoria County  pace repair and overlay $653,888
FM 762 At Smithers Lake and
Fort Bend Mullins Reynolds at Bes-  Replace bridge and approaches $1,790,503
and CR .
sies Creek
Fort Bend SH 36 US 90A to Avenue M Replace asphalt with concrete $1,269,484
Fort Bend US 59 At FM 360 Construct grade separation $13,615,501
Wharton County Line to .
Fort Bend US 90A Spur 10 Base repair and overlay $1,118,221
Fort Bend VA ;’;ar ous locations on US Landscape development $312,500
Galveston CR ?1?:2: Izay Road at drainage Replace bridge $313,362
San Luis Pass toll bridge
Galveston FM 3005 to west end of Galveston's  Raise roadway and base repairs (Phase I) $3,227.313
seawall
Galveston LP 197 FM 1765 to FM 519 Base repairs, milling & 1.5" asphalt overlay $646,223
S Rehabilitate, overlay and clean ditches (to
Galveston SH 87 Crystal Beach to Gilchrist 5.0' elevation) $1,551,997
Intersection at SH 124 to 2 Raise, rehabilitate and overlay (to 5.0' ele-
Galveston SH 87 miles west of SH 124 vation) 31,985,652
Bolivar Ferry landing to Raise, rehabilitate and overlay (to 5.0' ele-
Galveston SH 87 Crystal Beach vation) ‘ $2,630,305
Galveston VA Various locations Countywide full depth concrete repair $442,389
. Construct 4 direct connectors (WB-SB,
Harris BW§ At US 59 North NB-EB, WB-NB, SB-EB) $50,000,000
Harris BW 8 At White Oak Bayou Reshape and stabilize erosion $106,335
. At Allen's Landing in Landscape and beautification of historic .
Harris Cs Houston transportation hub $1,250,065
Harris FM 1093 Dairy Ashford to Post Oak > Planing, 2" ACP overlay, pavement $4,459,705
markings
0.229 mi S of Huffsmith ey
Harris FM2978 Kuykendahl to 0.14 mi N m?f asphalt overlay and pavement $366,817
of Huffsmith Kuykendahl £s
. 0.307 mi N of UPRR to Construct railroad-highway grade separa-
Harris FM 2978 0.470 mi S of UPRR tion $6,909,231
) Washington Ave. to Tay-  Reconstruct and widen to 2 3-lane frontage
Harris 1H 10 lor St. roads & rehab bridges and approaches $88,117,000
Harris IH 10 At SH99 Construct 2 direct connectors $30,000,000
Harris IH 10 E of Memorial Brook to Landscaping $651,751
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ings

ARRA
Funds Au-
County Highway Limits Scope thorized
Washington Ave in sec-
tions
. W of Yorkchester to ,
Harris H 10 Lumpkin in sections Landscaping $400,000
N of BW 8 to Cypress-
Harris TH 45 wood Driveand S of BW  Pavement markings $324,477
S§toNof BW 8§
Harris IH 610 East of Ellato IH 45 Reconstruct roadway $43,000,000
Harris H10 fj’{}‘s“ g‘k BayouBridge g onstruct roadway $27,000,000
. SH 146 (SB) to SP 330 Construct direct connector (ramp E DC 8B
Harris SH 146 (WB) to WB) $4,658,000
. Shell Overpass to Miller Full depth concrete repair and repair of
Harris SH 225 Cutoff Road spalling in $882,735
Harris US290  SH6toFM 529 Crack & spall repair, full depth conrete $118,220
repair (in sections)
Harris US 90 Xb‘ﬁgfe“ek toEofRun-  \po) seal coat, base repair and ACP overlay  $1,241,291
Bridge maintenance-repairing steel mem-
Harris VA Various locations bers, sealing access doors, cleaning and $1,348,545
painting caps and other misc work
. Various locations dis- .
Harris VA trictwide Upgrade/reconstruct traffic signals $946,870
. Various locations dis- .
Harris VA trictwide Upgrade/reconstruct traffic signals $898,350
On OST from SH 288 to .
Harris VA Griggs Rd; Griges Rd ";:l‘(‘)ds;zfl‘: o r‘:‘t;“‘;d;‘;f;‘gg"’s Rede-  ¢1.000,134
from OST to Calhoun P
Harris VA itp‘“"m"“‘ to Deep For- 44 ¢ and bike trail $2,027,593
0.212 mi NW of Mills
Montgomery FM 1314 Road to 0.126 mi SE of Drainage improvements $367,819
Mills Road
Nof LP 336 to S of FM Widen to 8 main lanes & reconstruct 2-lane
Montgomery IH 45 330 frontage roads $75,000,000
Widen to 6 main lanes, construct 1| NB
Montgomery I1H45 §133f Calvary to § of FM entrance ramp & 1 SB exit ramp and bridge  $53,027,895
replacements
Montgomery LP 494 US 59 to Kingwood Drive Widen subgrade, OCST and ACP overlay $4,317,263
Montgomery VA Various locations Fault line base repairs $500,000
. Subgrade widening, seal coat, ACP O/L
Waller FM 1458 FM 359 to Brazos River pavement markings $1,835,566
IH 10 eastbound frontage
Waller FM 1489 road to Waller/Fort Bend  Seal coat, overlay and pavement markings $777,940
, County Line
BU 290 to Fort Bend .
Waller FM 359 County Line (in sections) Seal coat, overlay and pavement markings $1,657,626
BUUS290to 1.943mi 8
Waller FM362  _cpiinoon MBS Add shouiders and ACP overlay $961,664
Waller FM 362 (})71\5/[ 1;1;- 9N of Clapp Rd to Seal coat and 1.5" overlay, pavement mark- $654,828
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Comment 15: Oral Comment by Ed McAninch
MR. MCANINCH: Good evening. For the record, Ed McAninch, M-c-A-
n-i-n-c-h., I'm worried about the property at Ripple Ridge and
McHard Road. This 1s a commercial dedicated property, and the
sound wall should not exist. So, therefore, I would protest the
proposed line for the sound wall for this commercial property
and ask that it be removed. Thank you.
Response:
The commenter evidently means the property behind the eastern segment of the
proposed Ridgemont 2 noise wall, between Park Manor Street and Amy Ridge
Road. TxDOT will remove that noise wall segment from the project design,

WRITTEN COMMENTS
Comment 16: Written Comment by State Representative Dora Olivo

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRI

Housy Commirires: i PR Boaoek &
Praiac Enoeanion - - INTERGOVERNMUNTAL ASFAIRS

DoraA OLivo
SEATE REPRESENTATIVE
Distwicr 27
March 24, 2010

= bor

Pat Henry, Director of Project Development RECEIVED
Texas Department of Transportation
Houston District MAR 29 2018

P.0O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251

4 p
570wy, gperst I
RE: CSJ: 210501 020

Dear Mr. Henry:

For the record, | am in support of the widening of FM 2234 (McHard Road) from FM 3345
{Cartwright Road) to FM 321 as is being proposed by the Texas Departiment of Transportation
(TX DOT). The widening is very much needed, not only to increase vehicle capacity and reduce
congestion, but even more importantly, to improve highway safety, 1 know that there are many
other TX DOT projects; however, this project is equally important. This FM 2234 thoroughfare
already lost out on Stimulus Funding because it was not "shovel ready”. TX DOT needs to get
this thoroughfare "shovel ready” so that it is placed on a priority list and not placed on the back
burner,

I strongly urge TX DOT to work with the appropriate governmental entities to secure the
necessary funding to obtain the right of way and for the construction of this project. Please keep
me advised of the priority designation of this project. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

4.0

Dora Olivo
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Response:
Comment noted.

3

Comment 17: Written Comment by bkelly

From: <BKLLYQaol.com>

To: <hou-piowebmail@dot.state.tx.us>

Date: 4/7/2010 1:08 PM

Subject: Proposal to Widen Texas Parkway (FM 2234)

I think the widening of Texas Parkway is long overdue!

The people that live in those neighborhoods have to wait in long
lines at the red lights while they change from green back to red
again, 3 to 4 times before they finally get to the light.

The few businesses that are there also suffer because the traf-
fic is so bad. No one wants to stop and shop because they know
they will have to get back on the road behind a lot more cars.

This also prevents new businesses from moving in....

If that area around Turtle Creek ever had to evacuate, it would
be utter chaos! It does not make sense to have a major thorough-
fare connecting with a major freeway (or tollway) and have it
remain with only 2 lanes.

BKlly
Response:
Comment noted.

Comment 18: Written Comment by Harry Mach
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RECOMMENDATION

Based on the mostly positive comments received during and following the public hearing, it is
recommended that federal funding for the proposed widening of FM 2234 (McHard Road) from
FM 3345 to FM 521 be authorized, with the following change to the project design:

e Deletion of the 110-foot-long eastern segment of the noise wall labeled “Ridgemont 2” in
Appendix A of the Environmental Assessment (between Park Manor Street and Amy Ridge
Road), since two comments point out that this segment is in front of a commercial property.

On completion of further design studies, TxDOT may also recommend that sidewalks be added
to the project design near Blue Ridge Elementary School, and that median openings be modified
at various locations to facilitate access to adjacent properties.
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APPENDIX A
NOTICES FOR PUBLIC HEARING ADVERTISED IN LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS
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Houston Chronicle
CLASSIFIEDS

U ce of Public Heari
FM 2234 (McHard Road):
tfrom FM 3345 to FM 521

The Texas Department

»"~-ansportation (TxDOT)
v _conduct a public

1 ring on the groposed

\ enm(? of FM 2234
(McHard Road) from FM
3345 (Cartwright Road) to
FM 521 (Almeda Road), in

Bend County, Texas.

hearing will be con-
| ted on Wednesday,
.llql‘ch 24 .2010, in the MF-
Nair_Auditorium of Wil-
lowridge High School,
17791 © Chimney RoCK
| d, Houston, Texas

" 33. The purpose of the
v ring is to discuss the
social, economic and en-
vironmentai effects of the
proposed project and re-
~ e comments from the

lic. The hearinﬂ will
in with an open house

...n6:00 to 7:00 pm. Proj-
ect staff will answer
questijons on the pro-
pased project_during the

n house. The formal
lic hearing will begin
:00 pm, followed by a
suulic comment period.
TXDOT proposes to wid-
en the existing 2-iane un-
divided highway to a 4-
2 divided road with
.ed median and open
:hes for drainage. To

Ju this, TxDOT would
need to widen the 100-
foot-wide right-of-way to
17 to 170 feet. The proj-

would increase ve-
e capacity, reduce
igestion and improve
uighway safety.
pproximately 40 acres
of additional right-of-way
v Jid be required. Sev-
| business and resi-
itial  displacements

.. proposed. Staff from
the TxDOT Right-of-way
Section will be available
tn discuss land acquisi-
fo ?rocedures and the

weflts and programs
ilable for displaced
csidents and  busi-
nesses.
The Environmental As-
snqsment, project exhib-
maps and design
wings will be avail-
e for review at the
-earing, beiginnlng at 6:00
m. This information, and
he tentative schedule for
" ht-of-way acquisition
i construction, is avail-
e by appointment for
iew and copylng,at -
+OT's Houston District
Office, 7600 Washington
Ave&ue. Houston, Texas
[

I interested citizens
+ invited to attend this
«aring. Persons inter-
csted in attending the
hearing that have special
cammunication or ac-
mmodation needs are
couraged to contact
» District Public Infor-
iation Officer at (713)
802-5072 at least two
working days before the
’ arlr!ﬁ, Thée public hear-
) will be conducted in
glish. Requests for lan-
age interpreters or
ther special communi-
cation needs should be
made at least two work-
1 days before the public
aring. TxDOT will make
ery reasonable effort to
-.commodate these
..eeds. The TxDOT office is
open Monday through Fri-
day from 8:00 am to 5:00
1, excluding holidays.
Jral and written com-
ants about this project
.ay be presented at the
.earing. Written state-
ments may also be sub-
mitted to the TxDOT
wston District office at
00 Washington Avenue,
wston, or mailed to the
rector of Project Devel-
vpment, TxDOT Houston
District, P.O. Box 1386,

Hauston. Texas 77251. or



74178675 AECOM GROUP Mar 14 2010

Page 3

Houston Chronicle
CLASSIFIEDS

1 YAV VI FIVIELL VEVET
pment, TxDOT Houston
istrict, P.O. Box 1386,
louston, Texas 77251, or
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'+ state.tx.us.

.ments must be post-
narked or emaiied by
\wpril 7, 2010 to be in-
uded In the public hear-
v ecord.
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e FIE 3305 8 P 521
menta  d

1) lievard a cabo una
:lawiancaa g’;gﬂma —;so{)ge
propue expansion
dn fM 2234 {McHard
a) desde FM 3345
wtwright Road) a FM
. (Almeda Road). La au-
wenoia se flevard a cabo
ol Miércoles, 24 de marzo
de 3610, en &l Awditorio
*~otair de Willowridge
th Sphool, 16301 Chim-
¢ Rock Road, Houst?p.

s 77053, £l p! 0
de fa audienciaes dscutlt
los  efectos sociales,

esto y recibir comen-
ios del pablice. La au-

_ ncia comenzard con
ana casa abierta de5:00 a
7:00 PM. Personal del
nroyecto respondard pre-
ntas sobre el proyecto

o durante fa

%OOT propone amp]
carsetera de 2-carriies
stente @ una carretera
se §-carriles dividido con
una mediana elevada y
zanjas abiertas para
maje. Para censtruir
e proyecto, TxDOT
cesitara  amplhar ¢l
recho-de via de 100-pic
aasta 126 a 170 pies. El
?royecto podria_aumen-
ar la capacidad de ve-
udo, reducir ja con-
stion y mejorar la segu-

disoutir los progedimien-
s de adquisicionge tier-

5 v los heneficios y pro-
amas disponibias para
.5 residentes y negecios

Jesplazados.
La Evaluacién Ambien-
seaf, &xpg‘simomr;m det
oyecto, mapas [anns
 diseno estaryin dis-
wibies para rewisar en
1 audiencia, comen-
pando a las 6:00 ?m Esta
informacion vy el horario
- gvisional para adguisi-
anes de derecho de via
de la construccién es-
rdn  disponible  por

Houston District Office,
00 Washington Awenue,
suston, Texas 77007,
Yodos los ciudadanos
aeresados estdn invita-

«@s 4 asistir a esta audi-

encia, Las personas inter-

~sadas en asistir a {a au-
jiencia que  tienen
scesidades especiales
2 comunicacién o alo-
imiento son incentiva-
gas a contactar al District
public informationDificer
(713} 802-5072 2} menos
an dos dias laborales
ntes de {a audiencia, La
udiencta pablica se li-
vard a cabo en aglés.
tas solicltudes de intér-
aretes de lenguaje u otras
ecesidades de comuni-
acion especial se deben
acerse por lo menos dos
s labgrales antes de la
adiencia pablica. TADOT
hard esfuerzo razonable
~ara acomodar a estas
ecesidades. La oficina
Q0¥ estd ablerta del
nes al viernes de 8:00
M 2 580 PM, exceplo
fas tarfados.
Comentarios orales Y
scritos sobre  este
royectd podsrén presen-
wse en la audiencia.
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:scritos sobre  este N
woyecto podrdn presen- . N
arse en ia audiencia
faraciones por escrite
bién pueden ser pre-
tadas a TXDOT Hous-
. District Office, 7600
vashington Avenue,
jouston, Texas 77607, o
1~ correo a Director_of
T oect DeveioFment. Tx-

Houston District, P.O.

1386, Houston, Texas
1251, 0 por correo elec-
rénico a
wou-piowebmail@

I state.tx.us.

nentarios deben ser

ados o enviados por

2o electronico antes.

e} 7de Abril de 2010 para
ser incluido en &l tro
le ta sudiencia publica.
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viso de Audiencia
hiica

Pl
. FM 2234 (McHard Road):
desde FM 3345 a FM 521

El Departamento de

‘a rte de Texas (Tx-

OT) Hevara a cabo una
_udiencia publica sobre
la propuesta expansion
de M 2234 (McHard
Road) desde FM 3345

sartwright Road) a M

21 (Almeda Road). La au-

iencia se llevara a cabo
el Miércoles, 24 de marzo
de 2010, en el Auditorio
McNaic  de Willowridge
““igh School, 16301 Chim-

ey Rock Road, Houston,
axas 77053, El propésito

e laaudiencia es discutir
los efectos sociales,
econdmicos y ambien-
tales del proyecto pro-

uesto y recibir comen-

wrios det publico. La au-
ienda comenzard con
~nacasa abierta de 6:00 a
7:00 PM. Personal del
proyecto responderd pre-
nuntas sobre el proyecto
ropuesto durante la
asa abierta. La audlen-
ia publica forma
comenzard a las 7:00 PM,
seguida de un perfodo de
comentario publico.

TxDOT propone ampliar

1 cametera de 2-carriles

xistente a una carretera

e 4-carriles dividido con
una mediana elevada y
zanjas ablertas para
drenaje. Para construir

ste _proyecto, T™*X0OT

ecesitara ampliar el
erecho de vl(a de 100-pie
_.asta 126 a 170 pies. El
royecto podria aumen-
ar la capacidad de ve-
hicule, reducir la con-

‘estibn y mejorar la segu-

idadde la carretera.

Se necesitarfan aproxi-
nadamente 40 acres de
derecho de via adicional.
Se proponen varios
Hesplazamientos de ne-

xocnosY residencias. El

ersonal de la Seccion de
serecho de via de TxDOT
_estard disponible para
discutir los procedimien-
~ tos deadquisicidn de tier-
as ylos beneficios y pro-
ramas disponibles para
os residentes y negocios
Jlesplazados. i

La Evaluacién Ambien-
tal, exposiciones del
nroyecto, mapas y planos
le “disefio estardn dis-
onibles para revisar en
a awdiencia, comen-
cando a las 6:00 pm. Esta
informacion y el horario
provisional para adquisi-
~iones de derecho de via
+ de la construccion es-
arédn disponible .por
ombramiento para re-
visar y copiar en TxDOT's
Houston District Office,
7600 Washington Avenue,
{ouston, Texas 77007.

Todos los ciudadanos
nteresados estan invita-
Jos a asistir a esta audi-
encia. Las personas inter-
esadas en asistir a la au-

. diencia que tienen
\ecesidades especiales
je comunicacion o alo-
amiento son incentiva-
das acontactar al District
Publicinformation Officer
a (713) 802-5072 al menos
-on dfas laborales
aintes de la audiencia. La
wudiencia publica_se Il-
wara a cabo en inglés.
_as solicitudes de intér-
pretesde lenguaje u otras
necesidades de comuni-
~aci6n especial se deben
jacerse por {0 menos dos
1las laborales antes de la
widienda publica. ¥xDOT
hard esfuerzo razonable
para acomodar a estas
necesidades. La oficina
xDOT estd abierta del
unes al viernes de 8:00
M a 5:00 PM, excepto
Ifas feriados.

_ Comentarios orales y
escritos  sobre este
oroyecto podran presen-
arse en la audiencia.
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UL R IS Vi
escritos  sobre  este
royecto podrén presen-
tarse en la audiencia.
aclaraciones por escrito
\mbién pueden ser pre-
antadas a TXDOT Hous-
_,n District Office, 7600
Washington Avenue,
Houston, Texas 77007, O
nor_correo a Director of
-oject Development, Tx-
oT Houston District, P.O.
sx 1386, Houston, Texas
({251, 0 por correo elec-
trénico a
hou-piowebmail@
“ot.state.tx.us.
omentarios deben ser
sllados o enviados por
srreo electronico antes
del 7 de Abril de 2010 para
ser incluido en el registro
de la audlencia publica.
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NOTICE OR PUBLIC HEARING
FM 2234 (MCHARD ROAD): FROM FM 3345 TO FM 521

The Texas Department of Transportation {(TxDOT) will conduct a
public hearing on the proposed widening of FM 2234 (McHard
Road) from FM 3345 (Cartwright Road) to FM 521 (Almeda
road), in Fort Bend County, Texas. The hearing will be conducted
on Wednesday, March 24, 2010, in the McNair Auditorium of
Willowridge High School, 16301 Chimney Rock Road, Houston,
Texas 77053. The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the
social, economic and environmental effects of the proposed
project and received comments from the public. The hearing wil
begin with an open house from6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Project
staff will answer questions on the proposed project during the
open house. The formal public hearing will begin at 7:00 p.m,,
followed by a public comment period.

TxDOT proposes to widen the existing 2-lane undivided highway
to a 4-lane divided road with a raised median, and open ditches
for drainage. TxDOT would need to widen the 100-feet right-of-
way (ROW) to 126 to 170 feet. The project would increase
vehicle capacity, reduce congestion and improve highway safety.

Approximately 40 acres of additional ROW would be required.
Several businesses and residential displacements are proposed.
Staff from the TxDOT ROW Section will be available to discuss
land acquisition procedures and the benefits and programs
available for displaced residents and businesses.

The Environmental Assessment, project exhibits, maps and
design drawings will be available for review at the hearing,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. This information, and the tentative
schedule for ROW acquisition and construction, is available by
ar#gointment for review and copying at TxDOT Houston District
Office, 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007.

All interested citizens are invited to attend this hearing. Persons
interested in attending the hearing that have special
communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to
contact the District Public Information Officer at (713) 802-
5072 at least two working days before the hearing. The public
hearing will be conducted in English. Requests for language
interpreters or other special communication needs should be
made at least two working days before the public hearing.
TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these
needs. The TxDOT office is open Monday through Friday from
8:00 a.m, to 5:00 p.m. excluding holidays.

Oral and written comments about this project may be presented
at the hearing. Written statements may also be submitted to the
TxDOT Houston District office at 7600 Washington Avenue,
Houston, or mailed to the Director of Project Development,
TxDOT Houston District, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251,
or emailed to hou-piowebmail@dot,.state.tx.us. Comments must
be postmarked or emailed by April 7, 2010, to be included in
the public hearing record.

AD3/11

Suite 600 - 523 N. Sam Houston Parkway East - Houston, Texas 77060. Phone: 1 800-659-6997, 1 877-452-7355
Fax: 1 800-572-8754
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Notice of Public Hearing
FM 2234 (McHard Road): From FM 3345 to FM 521

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a
public hearing on the proposed widening of FM 2234 (McHard
Road) from FM 3345 (Cartwright Road) fo FM 521 (Almeda
Road), in Fort Bend County, Texas. The hearing will be
conducted on Wednesday, March 24, 2010, in the McNair
Auditorium of Willowridge High School, 16301 Chimney Rock
Road, Houston, Texas 77053. The purpose of the hearing is to
discuss the social, economic and environmental effects of the
proposed project and received comments from the public. The
hearing will begin with an open house from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. Project staff will answer questions on the proposed project
during the open house. The formal public hearing will begin at
7:00 p.m,, followed by a public comment period.

TxDOT proposes to widen the existing 2-lane undivided highway
fo a 4-lane road with a raised median, and open ditches for
drainage. TxDot would need to widen the 100-feet right-of-way
(ROW) to 126 1o 170 feet. The project would increase vehicle
capacity, reduce congestion and improve highway safety,

Approximately 40 acres of additional ROW would be required.
Several businesses and residential displacements are proposed.
Staff from the TxDOT ROW Section will be available to discuss
land acquisition procedures and the benefits and programs
available for displaced residents and businesses.

The Environmental Assessment, project exhibits, maps and
design drawings will be available for review at the hearing,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. This information, and the tentative
schedule for ROW acquisition and construction, is available by
appointment for review and copying at TxDOT Houston District
Office, 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007.

All interested citizens are invited to attend this hearing. Persons
interested in attending the hearing that have special
communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to
contact the District Public Information Officer at (713) 802-
5072 at least two working days before the hearing, The public
hearing will be conducted in English. Requests for language
interpreters or other special communication needs should be
made at least two working days before the pubiic hearing.
TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these
needs. The TxDOT office is open Monday through Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. excluding holidays.

Oral and written comments about this project may be presented
at the hearing. Written statements may also be submitted to the
TxDOT Houston District office at 7600 Washingion Avenue,
Houston, or mailed to the Director of Project Development,
TxDOT Houston District, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77261,
or emailed to hou-piowebmail@dot.state.tx.us. Comments must
be postmarked or emailed by April 7, 2010, to be included in
the public hearing record.

February 25, 2010

Suite 600 - 523 N. Sam Houston Parkway East - Houston, Texas 77060. Phone: 1 800-659-6997, 1 877-452-7355
Fax: 1 800-572-8754
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APPENDIX B

NOTICES FOR PUBLIC HEARING MAILED TO ADJACENT

Letters were mailed to the following adjacent property addresses:

PROPERTY OWNERS

Property Address Property Owner

1415 Acom Court Julio & Marilyn A. Mendoza
1419 Acorn Court Sydney H. Jones

1423 Acorn Court Amn P. Luu

1427 Acorn Court Edward Darby

1431 Acorn Court Lucy James

1435 Acomn Court Akeem Alade Oyewunmi
1439 Acom Court James W. & Dorothy H. Wilks
1443 Acorn Court Ikenna N, & Candice R. Lewis
1447 Acorn Court Milo Simone

1451 Acorn Court Milton G. Paul

1455 Acom Court Gloria J. Thomas

1459 Acorn Court Ander D. Boone

1463 Acorn Court Cassandra Wilson

16902 Birdhaven Lane Ruben V. & Raquel G. Gutierrez
16903 Birdhaven Lane Erest L. & Jeannie D. Holmes
16906 Birdhaven Lane Paul & Lydia Tobias Jr.
16907Birdhaven Lane Manuel D, Aleman

1535 Cartwright Road Audley Wallace

1603 Cartwright Road

16834 Green Quail Drive

16835 Green Quail Drive

16175 Lazy Ridge Road Sheila Robinson

4903 8. Lazy Ridge Road Neal Grover

4907 S. Lazy Ridge Road Prizco Sanchez

3703 McHard Road Nguyen & Huong Luu Lieu
3710 McHard Road

3715 McHard Road

4126 McHard Road Raymond Hugh Goodrich et al.
4331 McHard Road

4408 McHard Road

5412 McHard Road Glenn Ray French

5414 McHard Road

5530 McHard Road

5823 McHard Road

6235 McHard Road Willie J. Johnson

6241 McHard Road

6770 McHard Road

6820 McHard Road

7003 McHard Road Saiyedali M. Karovalia

7022 McHard Road

George Harden

-

Texas Department of Transportation

June 30, 2010
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Property Address Property Owner

7206 McHard Road Iraran Majumder

7210 McHard Road SymaKhon et al.

8100 McHard Road

8235 McHard Road

8300 McHard Road

8303 McHard Road

8310 McHard Road

8519 McHard Road J. W. Herron

8521 McHard Road David D. Dacus

7010 McHard Road Erroll & Ella Cunningham

$634-8718 McHard Road

McHard Road Raymond Hugh Goodrich

McHard Road Ty Truong et al.

McHard Road Steven C. & Rose M. Bryant

McHard Road Jeffery H. & Anne G. Jeong

McHard Road William C. Morris 111 et al.

McHard Road Kirk 8. LaGuarta
‘McHard Road Gregory Grohoski et al.

McHard Road Peter Glenn & Jenny Zeng

McHard Road Richard Tran

McHard Road S. E. McHard Jr,

McHard Road L. W.Martin Jr.

McHard Road at South Post Qak Road

Nickolaos S. & Veronica J. Terzakis

15950 S. Post Oak Road

16902 Quail Glen Drive Claudia Salazar & Joseph Moreno 111
16903 Quail Glen Drive Lillie Jean Sowell

16816 Quail Park Drive

5407 Regal Ridge Lane Marisela Garza & Leticia Espinoza
5409 Regal Ridge Lane

5415 Regal Ridge Lane DannyGonan

5417 Regal Ridge Lane Austra N. Judice

5421 Regal Ridge Lane Sandra K. Hills

5423 Regal Ridge Lane Gerald D. & Renee D. Daniels
5425 Regal Ridge Lane

5427 Regal Ridge Lane Reynalda Pina

5429 Regal Ridge Lane Raman Panagadan et al.

5431 Regal Ridge Lane Jay Raman

5433 Regal Ridge Lane Dalmacio Arroyo Tejeda

5439 Regal Ridge Lane

5403 Regal Ridge Lane Patrick Mbah

5411 Regal Ridge Lane Rajagopala Pillai

5435 Regal Ridge Lane Linda Bedford

16631 E. Ridgewalk Drive Michael Simien

4503 S. Ridgewalk Drive Sandra Weithers

4507 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Patricia J. Garza

4511 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Claude L. Lamb

4519 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Nichelle M. Carriere

Texas Department of Transportation

June 30, 2010
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Property Address

Property Owner

4523 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Edwin G. & Nora E. Guevara

4603 S. Ridgewalk Drive

William S. & Sherron A. Wooldridge

4607 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Cortni Browning

4611 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Darryl K. & Annie M. Wilson

4615 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Josaulyn M. Hoskin

4619 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Patrick Doyle

4623 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Leonard Stevenson et al.

4627 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Nicole R. Collier

4631 S. Ridgewalk Drive

James C. & Yolanda P. Henry

4635 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Beatrice D. Thomas

4639 S. Ridgewalk Drive

Shelby S. Molina

4643 8. Ridgewalk Drive Warren Green et al.
4647 S. Ridgewalk Drive Linda F. Williams
4651 8. Ridgewalk Drive Joel Thomas

4655 8. Ridgewalk Drive Christine Murungi

16711 E. Ripple Ridge Drive

Bridgette L. Mcclendon

16718 W Ripple Ridge Drive Khon & Van T. Syma
8602 Running Bird Lane N.V. Chacko
8606 Running Bird Lane Thomas Kuruvilla
8610 Running Bird Lane Eddie C. & Wintress A, LaRue
8614 Running Bird Lane Bell & Allison Kavis
8618 Running Bird Lane Olivia Johnson
8622 Running Bird Lane Eric & Ebony L. Thomas
8626 Running Bird Lane Maxine Burnett
| 8630 Running Bird Lane Linda C. Jackson
3003 Texas Parkway
3007 Texas Parkway
3222 Texas Patkway
3403 Texas Parkway
3410 Texas Parkway
Texas Parkway Raj K. Schgal
1300 Turtle Creek Drive
1303 Turtle Creek Drive

Texas Department of Transportation

June 30, 2010
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APPENDIX C

NOTICES FOR PUBLIC HEARING MAILED TO ELECTED

OFFICIALS

Letters were mailed to the following elected officials:

Elected Official Title

Kay Bailey Hutchison U.S. Senator

John Comyn U.S. Senator

Gene Green U.S. Representative, District 29

Mario Gallegos, Jr. State Senator, District 6

John Whitmire State Senator, District 15

Sylvester Turner State Representative, District 139
Armando Walle State Representative, District 140

Bill White Mayor of Houston

Peter Brown Houston City Council Member, Position 1
Sue Lovell Houston City Council Member, Position 2
Melissa Noriega Houston City Council Member, Position 3
Ronald Green Houston City Council Member, Position 4
Jolanda Jones Houston City Council Member, Position 5
Jarvis Johnson Houston City Council Member, District B
Edward Gonzalez Houston City Council Member, District H
Ed Emmett Harris County Judge

El Franco Lee Harris County Commissioner, Precinct 1
Sylvia Garcia Harris County Commissioner, Precinct 2

Texas Department of Transportation

June 30, 2010
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APPENDIX D
PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN SHEETS

Texas Department of Transportation » June 30, 2010
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Public Hearing — Willowridge High School

March 24, 2010
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Public Hearing — Willowridge High School

March 24, 2010
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Please Sign In

FM 2234 (McHard Road) Widening
from FM 3345 to FM 521

CSJ 2105-01-020

Public Hearing — Willowridge High School

March 24,2010
Name Address City, State, Zip
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' FM 2234 (McHard Road) Widening
from FM 3345 to FM 521
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Public Hearing — Willowridge High School

March 24, 2010

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
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APPENDIX G
TXDOT CERTIFICATION OF PUBLIC HEARING

Project number:

County: Fort Bend

CSJ: 2105-01-020

Highway name and project limits: FM 2234 from FM 3345 to FM 521

This is to certify that:

¢ A public hearing has been held, covering the project location and design.

e Consideration has been given to the economic, social and environmental effects of the

project's location and design.

o The statutory provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 have been considered in determining

the economic, social and environmental effects.

o The project’s consistency with the goals and objectives of such urban planning as has been

promulgated by the community has been considered.

District Engineer Date
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APPENDIX H
VERBATIM PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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FM 2234 PUBLIC HEARING
MARCH 24, 2010
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On the 24th day of March 2010, the following
proceedings came to be held in the above-titled action,
held at Willowridge High School, 16301 Chimney Rock
Road, Houston, Fort Bend County, Texas.

Proceedings reported by computerized
stenotype machine.

Texas Department of Transportation June 30, 2010
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MR. KOCH: Good evening. My name is James
Koch. I am the director of Transportation Planning and
Development for the Texas Department of Transportation,
Houston District.

Welcome to this public hearing at Willowridge 19:03
High School for the proposed widening of FM 2234, also
called McHard Road. The project limits are from FM
3345 to FM 521, or you may know them as Cartwright Road
to Almeda Road. The project is in Fort Bend County,

Texas. 19:03

Today is March 24th, 2010; and the time is
7:00 p.m.

At this time please turn off or silence your
cell phones and pagers and keep them silent during the
hearing. 19:04

' The purpose of this public hearing is to
present the proposed project design and the results of
the environmental studies for the proposed widening of
FM 2234 and gather any comments you may have regarding
these plans. 19:04

This public hearing is being recorded by a
court reporter for the public record.

You may have noticed the sign-in table as you
walked in through the foyer this evening. If you have
not already done so, please sign in before you leave 19:04
tonight. The sign-in sheets allow us to record
tonight's participation and give you the opportunity to
be added to the project mailing list.

Also available at the sign-in table at
tonight's hearing are handouts with project information 19:04
and comment forms for your written comments. For those
who wish to make an oral comment during the formal
public comment session tonight, speaker registration
cards are also available at the sign-in table.

The comment session will follow tonight's 19:04
presentation. We will not answer questions during the
presentation or comment session, but we will be
available to answer your questions following the
comment session.

Texas Department of Transportation June 30, 2010
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Please feel free to view the exhibits on 19:05
display in the foyer. The exhibits will be available
after all public comments are heard.

Notices of this public hearing were advertised
in the Houston Chronicle, La Voz and the Fort Bend Sun.

In addition, invitation letters were mailed to 19:05
adjacent property owners and elected officials.

At this point I would like to recognize the
elected officials that are attending tonight's hearing.

We have state representative Dora Olivo; Grady
Prestige, county commissioner; Clarence "Doc" Holiday 19:05
representing ~- representing Congressman Al Green's
office; Ron Reynolds, state representative elect;

Richard Morrison, commissioner Precinct 1; and Allen
Owen, mayor of Missouri City.

If there are other elected officials present 19:06
tonight, please raise your hand; and I will recognize
you. '

Okay. As specified in the public hearing
notices that were published, the schematic layout
showing the project location and design, the 19:06
environmental assessment and other information related
to the project are available for viewing in the foyer
and on file and available for public review at TxDot's
Houston District office at 7600 Washington Avenue in
Houston. 18:06

Participating with me in tonight's
presentation is Fawzi Abou-Hossa, of TxDOT, for project
design, and Bruce Leon, of Quadrant Consultants, for
environmental studies.

I will now pass the presentation over to 19:06
Mr. Abou-Hossa to discuss project design.

MR. ABOU-HOSSA: Thank you, Mr. Koch. My
name is Fawzi Abou-Hossa, and I am the TxDOT design
engineer for the FM 2234 project.

The project is needed to relieve traffic 19:07
congestion and improve vehicle safety.

Traffic volume on FM 2234 is expected to
increase 70 percent by the year 2030. This traffic
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volume is less likely to become congested on a
four-lane roadway than a two-lane roadway. 19:07
In addition, FM 2234 is more accident prone
than many highways. Since it has no place for
left-turning vehicles to stop out of the line of
traffic, rear-end collisions are more common on this
highway. Also, since the shoulders are narrow, there 19:07
is little room for drivers to maneuver in emergency
situations.
The purpose of the proposed project is to
increase the roadway capacity to provide for
free-flowing traffic and improve driving safety by 19:08
designing the widened highway to TxDOT and national
design safety standards. This includes providing
left-turn lanes, right-turn lanes and wider shoulders.
The existing roadway from FM 3345 to FM 521 is
a two~lane undivided roadway within a right-of-way that 19:08
is currently 100 feet wide.
The project is 5.8 miles long.
The proposed project would widen FM 2234 from
two to four lanes, with a raised median, left-turn
lanes and right-turn lanes at some intersections. 19:08
From FM 3324 to Turtle Creek Drive, the
proposed project would use the existing 126-foot wide
right-of-way. From Turtle Creek Drive to FM 521, the
proposed project would widen the right~of-way to 170
feet and add 12-foot shoulders on both sides. ‘ 19:09
A new relief ditch would be built east of the
Quail Run neighborhood for additional drainage from the
roadway.
Based on the schematic design presented this
evening, the construction cost estimate for the project 19:09
is $28 million.
Right-of-way acquisition and construction are
proposed to begin when funds are available.
Construction would start when right-of-way is acquired
and would take about two years to complete. At this 19:09
time funds are not available either for right-of-way
acquisition or for construction.

Texas Department of Transportation June 30, 2010
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This concludes the project information and
schematic design portion of the presentation. At this
time I would like to introduce Bruce Leon, who will 19:10
describe the environmental studies.
MR. LEON: Thank you, Mr. Abou-Hossa. My
name 1is Bruce Leon, and I am the environmental
consultant for the proposed FM 2234 widening project.
An environmental assessment has been prepared 19:10
and approved as satisfactory for further processing
from the Federal Highway Administration, enabling us to
hold this public hearing.
The environmental assessment includes a
statement of the need for and the purpose of the 19:10
project; consideration of alternative actions to
accomplish the purpose, including no build; examination
of the affected environment; assessment of the
environmental consequences of the proposed action; a
public involvement program; and recommendation of the 19:11
preferred alternative.
Copies of the environmental assessment are
available for your review this evening in the foyer.
A public meeting was held on April 8, 2005, at
Blue Ridge Elementary School. The proposed action 19:11
presented at that meeting is substantially the same as
the one presented here, except that the project now has
a raised median instead of a flush median.
An alternatives analysis was conducted for the
proposed project. Four alternatives were evaluated. 19:11
The no-build alternative means to simply
maintain the existing road. The no-build alternative
would not meet the need for the project.
Alternative B would acquire land only on the
north side to widen FM 2234 to four lanes. It would 19:11
meet the need for the project but would displace many
more homes and businesses, a church and a school.
Alternative C would acquire land only on the
south side to widen FM 2234 to four lanes. It would
also meet the need for the project but would also 19:12
displace more homes.
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Alternative D is the recommended alternative.
It would acquire land on both sides of the roadway to
widen FM 2234 to four lanes. The recommended
alternative would cause the fewest homes and businesses 19:12
to be displaced.
For this project we considered 15 categories
of environmental impact, which are listed on the slide
behind me.
We examined the potential direct environmental 19:12
impacts for the project, the potential indirect
environmental impacts of all other projects spurred by
this project, and the cumulative impact of all projects
in the area.
We found that the project would not have a 19:13
significant impact on natural resources.
The proposed action would cross Clear Creek
twice. About two miles of the project corridor is in
the 100-year floodplain. So, the project includes a
new relief drainage ditch to handle the runoff from the 19:13
roadway. The project would not change current flood
levels.
The project would take about 38 acres of
pastureland, about 6 acres of wooded land and 4.7 acres
of wetlands. TxDOT would mitigate impact to 19:13
jurisdictional wetlands by obtaining credits from the
Coastal Bottomland Mitigation Bank in Brazoria County.
TxDOT has also applied for a permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to fill waters and wetlands for this
project. 19:14
The project would cause a minor loss of
wildlife habitat. No endangered species would be
affected by the project.
The project would not divide neighborhoods nor
restrict access to public services nor affect community 19:14
cohesion.
Impacts to air quality have been considered.
The project complies with the State Implementation Plan
to bring the Houston area into compliance with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's air quality 19:14
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standards.
The project would displace several homes and
businesses. The final number and locations of homes
and businesses to be displaced would be determined
after land acquisition begins. 19:14
We have determined that there is a plentiful
supply of comparable replacement housing and commercial
space in the area for relocation. TxDOT conducts
property acquisition and relocation assistance in
accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and 19:15
Real Properties Acquisition Act. TxDOT counselors
contact affected property owners and inform them of
benefits available through the relocation assistance
program, including fair compensation, location of
replacement housing or facilities, and assistance with 19:15
moving expenses. Residents receive ample notice to
prepare for moving. This assistance is available to
all qualified people, farms, businesses and
organizations that move from real property or move
personal property from real property. TxDOT also 19:15
assists in arranging other resources to reduce
relocation hardships.
A noise analysis was performed during the
environmental assessment for this project. Based on
traffic projections for 2030, noise levels would 18:16
increase by 2 to 9 decibels and approach or exceed the
Federal Highway Administration's noise abatement
criteria at 39 residential receivers.
Thirty-eight receivers are proposed to be
mitigated for highway noise with a 9-foot high concrete 19:16
noise barrier wall. The walls are proposed to be built
ingside the TxDOT right-of-way in the Quail Green, Quail
Glen and Ridgemont subdivisions. One receiver has
driveway access to FM 2234, which prevents construction
of a continuous noise barrier wall. 19:16
TxDOT held a meeting with the affected
homeowners on July 15, 2004. A majority of residents
in the Quail Green, Quail Glen and Ridgemont
subdivisions, whose homes are adjacent to FM 2234,
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voted for the noise barrier wall. And therefore, these 19:17
walls are part of the project design.

Following this public hearing, a public
hearing summary report will be prepared to respond to
the oral and written comments received at tonight's
hearing and during the public comment period, which 19:17
ends on April 7, 2010. The summary report, as well as
any changes to the project design or environmental
assessment as a result of these comments, will be
submitted to the Federal Highway Administration for
review. 19:17

If the Federal Highway Administration approves
the project after reviewing the summary report, TxDOT
would request a finding of no significant impact. If
granted, the project would then be authorized and could
begin when funding is available. 19:17

The public hearing report and finding of no
significant impact will be available to the public on
request in mid 2010 at the TxDOT district office in
Houston and through TxDOT's website. The public will
be notified about the availability of these documents 19:18
in the same publications in which this hearing was
advertised.

Thank you for your attention. Now I will turn
the hearing back over to Mr. Koch.

MR. KOCH: 1I'd like to also recognize 19:18
Rubin Davis, constable, as another elected official at
the meeting.

Thank you, Dr. Leon. Now we will begin the
formal public comment session.

The purpose of this comment session is to 19:18
receive your comments that are relevant to the project.
Written and oral comments will be considered equally.

You may submit written comments in the comment box

tonight or submit them on the written comment form to

the mailing address or e-mail address provided in the 19:19
public hearing program. All written comments must be
postmarked or e-mailed by April 7th, 2010, to be added

to the public record.
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Oral comments presented tonight are limited to
three minutes. We will not respond to questions during 19:19
this time. TxDOT representatives and members of the
consultant team will be available to answer your
questions following the comment session.
Only registered speakers will be called. If
you would like to speak for the record tonight and have 19:19
not completed a speaker registration card, please raise
your hand. Our staff will bring you a card for you to
fill out.
We will collect any additional speaker
registration cards after we hear from our elected 19:19
officials who are present tonight and wish to make a
public comment.
I would like to recognize state representative
Dora Olivo.
MS. OLIVO: Good evening. For the record, 19:20
I am in support of the widening of Farm Road 2234 as it
is being proposed by the Texas Department of
Transportation. The widening is very much needed, not
only to increase vehicle capacity and reduce congestion
but even more importantly to improve highway safety in 19:20
this area. 1 know that there are many other TxDOT
projects. However, this project is equally important.
This Farm Road 2234 thoroughfare already lost out on
stimulus funding because it was not shovel ready.
TxDOT needs to get this thoroughfare shovel ready so 19:21
that it is placed on a priority list and not placed on
the back burner. '
I strongly urge TxDOT to work with the
appropriate governmental entities to secure the
necessary funding to obtain the right-of-way and for 19:21
the construction of this project. Please keep me
advised of the priority designation of this project.
Thank you for your assistance.
MR. KOCH: Thank you.
I would also like to recognize Commissioner 19:21
Richard Morrison.
MR. MORRISON: Thank y'all for being here

Texas Department of Transportation June 30, 2010



FM 2234 (McHard Road) Public Hearing Report -CSJ 2105-01-020

tonight. I am the commissioner of Precinct 1. And
only a sliver of the east side of this road is in my
precinct; but it's very important, this project, as it 19:22
hooks up with 521, which is a major thoroughfare. I
too support the widening to four lanes. I know that
TDOT is limited in funds now, but we can get this
project shovel ready. After the environmental process
is over, we can meet together to shrink the acquisition 19:22
down from six lanes to four lanes, which is what we're
proposing to build. I know Precinct 1 supports that
plan. And we'll aggressively seek funding to get the
right-of-way if we can shrink it down from six lanes to
four lanes, which will help this project become shovel 19:22
ready. Thank you.

MR. KOCH: Thank you.

We will now collect any additional speaker
registration cards. Please raise your hand if you have
a card, and our staff will pick it up. 19:22

The names of speakers will be called in the
order they were received.

-When your name is called, please come to the
microphone in front of the room. Please face the court
reporter so she can make an accurate record of your 19:23
comments. Please state your name and if you are
representing an organization, the name of the
organization, for the record.

A timed display on the screen will indicate
the start of each speaker's three minutes. The timer 19:23
will count down your remaining time. When the clock is
at zero, your speaking time is over. Once the
three-minute period is over, we ask that you take your
seat to allow the next speaker to present a comment.

You may not give unused time to another speaker. 19:23

The comment session will adjourn after all who
have registered to make oral comments have had an
opportunity to speak.

The first speaker is Nicholas Disoki.

FEMALE IN AUDIENCE: You may disregard 19:23
that. Thank you.
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MR. KOCH: Okay. Rodrigo Terrien.
MR. TERRIEN: Good evening. I come here
to support the project also. If the funds are not
available, then the project can be phased in parts 19:24
where construction can start from FM 521 at least all
the way to the toll road, which would provide more
access to the public more effectively, more
immediately. 1It's very important to do this project
for local, our county and traffic control. And also, 19:24
the east end needs to be started and completed first
so we can have the old FM 521. But since the toll's
already -- we're still waiting. Okay? And also,
sidewalks, if possible, so our school -- that way,
safety for students to be able to walk and not on busy 19:24
roads. Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Thank you. Sir, could you
state your name for the record, please.
MR. TERRIEN: Yes. My name is Rodrigo
Terrien, candidate for Fort Bend County judge. Thank 19:25
you.
MR. KOCH: <Clyde Brown.
MR. BROWN: Good evening. My name is
Clyde Brown. I'm a representative -- a deacon at
Missouri City Baptist Church. Our concern right now is 19:25
the devaluation of the property once the acquisition
has taken place. We do support the construction here
that may come about, but we're just mostly concerned
about the devaluation of the property. We see the
congestion every day in the area. The traffic is 19:25
backed up. In fact, I try to avoid it at certain
times, not to be in the area of 12 Park -- between 12
Park and Turtle Creek areas gets backed up so much.
But what we are concerned about at Missouri City
Baptist Church is the devaluation of the property once 19:26
the acquisition takes place. Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Dr. Dennis Young.
DR. YOUNG: My name is Dennis Winston
Young, pastor of Missouri City Baptist Church. I also
support the project because at 4:30 to 6:00 in the 19:26
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evening that whole street is just flooded. That needs
to be cleared up. So, we're in support of the project.
One of my concerns is that with the land being
recouped, so much of our parking space is going to be
taken up that it's going to be difficult for us, as a 19:26
church, to operate. And we need to speak to you guys
and see how that's going to be worked out. Because at
the moment we're already having parking problems.
Every Sunday folks are parked in the street. And from
what we've seen right now on the street, we're maybe up 19:27
to 40 to 50 parking spaces, which is quite a bit. So,
that's our basic concern. But we do support the
project. Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Cynthia Bennett.
MS. BENNETT: Good evening. My name is 19:27
Cynthia Bennett. I'm also a member of Missouri City
Baptist Church. And I do support this project.
Because 18 years ago -- I'm a 20-year resident of
Missouri City. Eighteen years ago I was in a near
fatal car accident due to the problem with the 19:27
congestion on FM 2234, However, my major concern, as a
member of Missouri City Baptist Church and a landowner
of the rental property across from the church, is y'all
taking parking spaces from the church. And it's really
bad for us already on Sunday because we have developed 19:28
so much till we are parking on the street. And I'm
very, very concerned. What are you guys going to do to
compensate us? I know it is a very big need for us to
have this widening. I'm just worried about the parking
space and the devaluing and the taking of the property. 19:28
Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Mary Ross.
MS. ROSS: Good evening. I have three
things. Number 1, Green Valley Estates neighborhood
seemed to be indicated on the diagram to receive noise 19:29
mitigation or sound walls but not mentioned by name in
your plan. I don't know if that would put them at risk
of not being included in your plan. But I would like
for you to please consider naming the Green Valley
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Estates neighborhood in your plan to receive those 19:29
noise mitigation walls. And maybe they're confused
with the Ridgemont neighborhood. But I know sometimes
when it comes to those types of details, it's kind of
easy to get left out.
So, second, since the purpose of this project 19:29
is to increase safety, I'd like for you to please
consider adding sidewalks to your plan on the north
side of FM 2234, directly in front of the Ridgemont
Elementary School. Just the fact that it's an
elementary school and a rather large one in this area. 19:29
Sidewalks are a major consideration, I know, for the
City of Houston and the county. I don't know anything

about TxDOT. But it's always our first -- the safety
of our children is always our first priority in this
area. So, 1'd like to -~ I don't know how -~ we don't 19:30

want to hold up the project in any way; but if it's
something that can be done, I'd like to ask you to do
that.
And third -- well, I'll do that in writing.

Thank you. 19:30

MR. KOCH: Okay. Commissioner Morrison,
did you have any additional comments?

MR. MORRISON: No.

MR. KOCH: Pamela McKinney.

MS. MCKINNEY: Good evening. My name is 19:30
Pamela McKinney, and I'm a resident of the Green Valley
Estates subdivision. And I have a question about the
stimulus dollars. Since we were not shovel ready and
we missed out on that funding, will we have a second
bite of the apple? Will we be able to receive stimulus 19:30
dollars once this becomes shovel ready? Thank you.

MR. KOCH: Christopher Archie.

MR. ARCHIE: Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for the meeting. My name is
Christopher Archie, and I represent Pastor Reed White 19:31
at Christian Bible Church. I'm the apprentice project
manager.

Currently we're in the process of developing
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the church between Turtle Creek and Cartwright Road.
The church owns that property. And I'm glad you helped 19:31
to clear up some things in saying that this is
preliminary. I would hope that in your preliminary
developments here, that you would be sensitive to the
needs of not just the church itself, in terms of this
left-turn lane. Currently, as it's noted on the plans, 19:31
parishioners would have to drive clear up to Cartwright
Road to U-turn and then come back. As we know, the
community businesses, represented churches and
homeowners represent a strong community. It's
important that the functionality of these businesses 19:32
and churches operate and collaborate with the safety of
the city and not displace them, not make it
inconvenient. You know how competitive things are.
There are other businesses that are concerned, as well.
So, when we're looking at the left-hand turn lane, 19:32
there is a raised median in the area. I think it's 16
foot wide. And we're in hopes that you would consider
those concerns.

The church also is looking at developing
additional property for commercial use. No commercial 19:32
owner is going to purchase property which is going to
be prohibitive for traffic. Safety certainly is the
foremost concern. I'm going to second and be adamant
about that. We're certainly concerned about safety.
But we have to collaborate and be sensitive to the’ 19:33
needs of the businesses, as well as residents, churches
and others who may be affected by this project.

Dollars are important. We understand that.
We understand the importance of monies coming in to
fund this project. My understanding is that there is 19:33
no monies available at this time. Well, I think this
is all federal money. I don't know if there's a tax
base from businesses. But our goal and my goal, as the
project manager, in the community -- I live in the
community of Missouri City -- is to see our city 19:33
develop, to see it work, to see it function and to have
more of these kinds of dialogues and not, you know, the
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stonewalling or this is how we're going to do it, like
it or not like it, somewhere else. So, my being here
today is to plant that seed, that there's more dialogue 19:33
in regards to some of the issues, particularly in the
radius and the left-hand turn lanes. Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Elise Harmon.
MS. HARMON: My name is Elise Harmon, and
I'm here to speak on behalf of a concerned citizens 19:34
group. We advocate for the schools here in -- on the
edge of Houston and in Missouri City. We're concerned
about the safety of the children from the two
elementary schools, Ridgemont and Blue Ridge, who have
to walk down 2234. When their parents are off to work 19:34
before they're off to school, they have to make their
way to school. And also for the students in
Willowridge, who also walk down 2234. Especially since
our school district, Fort Bend ISD, is considering, as
a money saver, to do away with after-school buses that 19:35
take those students home when they stay after school
for tutorial or they stay after school for athletics.
If you're going to build a sound wall and the other
things that you're going to build at least on the
left-hand side of the road, we need sidewalks for the 19:35
safety of the children who attend the schools here on
2234. Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Willy Johnson.
MR. JOHNSON: Excuse me. Good evening,
everyone. I'm a business owner. My name is Willy 19:35
Johnson. I own Customer Storage Plus U-Haul, which is
next door to Blue Ridge Elementary School. I looked at
your proposed drawings; and I noticed that you do have
the raised mediums, which in my case would block off
the entrance to my business from the west side of 2234. 19:36
The problem I have with that is that I do have a
business within my business there, that is a charter
school bus service. They have approximately 40 buses.
They go north and south out of the entrance of the
property. And with the proposed medium, they can't 19:36
make a left-hand turn. And on the way back in, coming
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from the west, they can't make a left-hand turn into
either one of my entrances into my property. That is a
prokblem for me.
The other problem I see on 2234 is that during 19:36
school days, there is traffic from parents that are
lined up on 22 -- well, from South Post Oak to Blue
Ridge Elementary, on the shoulder, waiting to pick up
kids every day, every school day. That is a safety
issue. We have had accidents right there at the 19:37
entrances to the school parking lot, where people have
been trying to turn in and have had accidents.
So, I do approve the expansion of the road;

but I do have to have some sort of access coming into
my property from the west on 2234, coming from Turtle 19:37
Creek toward Post Oak. We're cut off. We can't turn
in. And for a bus, which is approximately 40 to 50
feet long, there's no way they're going to be able to
go down 2234 and find a way to turn around and come
back to the east. Because I doubt TxDOT will allow you 19:37
to make a U-turn at Chimney Rock or Blue Ridge Road.
So, I do need some consideration on that issue. Thank
you.

MR. KOCH: Harvey Sanders.

MR. SANDERS: Good evening. My name is 19:38
Harvey Sanders, and I'm a deacon with Missouri City
Baptist Church. And my concern is for the continuation
of the church. We are a growth church, a church that's
in the midst of growing right now. This project,
although we welcome it because of the positive 19:38
influence it would have on the community, we have to
worry about whether or not it's going to curtail some
events at the church. So, I'm asking you, on behalf of
the church, to consider, deeply consider some way of
compensating us, if that's necessary, so that we can be 19:38
an ongoing service in this community. I thank you.

MR. KOCH: Donna Thomas.

MS. THOMAS: Good evening. I'm Donna
Thomas, from Green Valley Estates. I'm also the
president of the association. Back in 2004 we did pick 19:39
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out sound barrier walls. And there were other
residents and neighbors there at the same time. We are
aware of the widening of the road, but it's been put
off for so many years. I'm still not happy that it's
being put off even more due to the funding's not 19:39
available. Now, I don't know where our tax dollars are
going; but I would like to see some of those tax monies
spent down on our end sooner than later. I understand
Shadow Creek Ranch is in this plan of getting the road
widened. Now, Shadow Creek Ranch hasn't existed for 19:40
years. So, if they get those roads widened before we
do, plenty of people around here are not going to be
happy. So, I'd appreciate it if you'd consider
shoveling our shovel-ready sites as soon as possible.
Because we've been waiting for a long time. Thank you. 19:40
MR. KOCH: Robin Sam.
MS. SAM: Good evening. My name is Robin
Sam. I'm with the Green Valley Estates neighborhood.
I'm also their vice-president on the board of
directors. My question is, this project has been posed 19:40
since at least 1999. If it is not shovel ready, why
not? Could the previous stimulus money given to TxDOT
have been used to make it shovel ready? Also, where
was the previous stimulus money spent? In what
neighborhoods and how much stimulus money did TxDOT 19:41
receive? Thank you.
MR. KOCH: Ed McAninch.
MR. MCANINCH: Good evening. For the
record, Ed McAninch, M-c-A-n-i-n-c-h. I'm worried
about the property at Ripple Ridge and McHard Road. 19:41
This is a commercial dedicated property, and the sound
wall should not exist. So, therefore, I would protest
the proposed line for the sound wall for this
commercial property and ask that it be removed. Thank
you. 19:42
MR. KOCH: Thank you all for your
comments. If you'd like to submit a written comment,
you can write it on the comment card you received as
you came in and place it in the box marked "comments"”
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in the foyer as you leave. 19:42
Or you can send your comments by mail or
e-mail to TxDOT by April 7th, 2010, at the address on
the screen.
Project staff will be available after the
hearing to discuss the project with you in the display 19:42
area.
And now, since there are no more speakers
registered to make a public comment, we will close the
comment session of this public hearing. It is 7:42,
and the hearing is adjourned. Thank you. 19:43

HEARING CONCLUDED
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