NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Galveston County

LP 197 Direct Connector

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday, May 27, 2009, at the Nessler Center, 2010 5th Avenue North, Texas City, Texas.  TxDOT proposes to construct a direct connector from IH 45 to LP 197 at the Port of Texas City at Shoal Point.  The purpose of the public hearing is to present the findings of the preliminary engineering studies, environmental studies and the recommended alignment of the Loop 197 direct connector for public input. Additional right-of-way would be required for the proposed improvements. TxDOT Right-of-Way personnel will be available to discuss procedures, benefits, programs and other needed information. There will be an opportunity to view maps and exhibits from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The public hearing will start promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

A diagrammatic layout showing the proposed alignment, along with the environmental document and any other studies pertinent to the project are on file and available for review prior to the hearing at the TxDOT Houston District Office at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007 and at the TxDOT Galveston Area Office at 5407 Gulf Freeway, La Marque, Texas 77568.

All interested citizens are invited to attend this public hearing. Persons who have special communication, access, or accommodation needs should contact TxDOT at (713) 802-5072 at least two working days prior to the hearing.  The public hearing will be conducted in English. Requests for interpreters should also be made at least two working days in advance of the hearing.  TxDOT will make all reasonable efforts to accommodate these needs. 

Verbal and written comments relative to the proposed project may be presented at the hearing or submitted to the Texas Department of Transportation, Attention:  Director of Project Development at P. O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386. Written comments must be         postmarked by June 10, 2009. Comments may also be submitted via email at HOU-PIOWEBMAIL@dot.state.tx.us.
A Public Hearing Summary Report will be available for public viewing at the TxDOT website: http://www.dot.state.tx.us/local_information/houston_district/. Notice of availability of the Public Hearing Summary Report will be published in local newspapers when it is available for review.

