Responses to Citizen Questions

Will we be coordinating with the LA DOTD to recommend a route between Logansport and Stonewall?
Will it be an upgrade to an existing roadway or a new roadway?

Segment Committees Response: Texas will continue coordinating with LA DOTD on the I-69 connection
at the Texas/Louisiana border. How this portion will be improved will be determined through the

environmental process.

On the map provided, when enlarged, shows |-69 going to Texarkana, TX. Why on the smaller version
on the map does it show the project track diverting north of Nacogdoches, TX and traveling upwards in
a northeast direction across northwest Louisiana, northern Mississippi, etc? | thought this was a
North-South project which would carry further north than Texarkana, TX. | was under the impression
it would travel more in a direction toward Kansas City, at least connecting to another Interstate Hwy.,
maybe at Joplin to | believe I-44 or I-45 before diverting northeasterly direction.

Segment Committees Response: The federal legislation passed by Congress designating the national I-
69 system specifies that I-69 runs through Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas. In Texas, the I-69 system will connect with the national interstate
around Joaquin, Texas and continue into Louisiana and northward. Please see the map below for the
Congressionally designated I-69 route.
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Given the existing numbering scheme, why would it not be called 1-47? It seems that would best
reflect its location between north-south I-45 and [-49.

Segment Committees Response: I-69 got its beginnings in Michigan and Indiana. Considering the
interstate numbers in these states, I1-69 is a logical sequence for this interstate’s number. The American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials is the body responsible for numbering the
national interstate system so when I-69 was originally designated, 1-69 was a logical number for this
interstate.

| would like to know why so much money was spent on the overpass for traffic going from Diboll, TX US
59 onto the loop to the east when I-69 takes a different route at that point.

Segment Committees Response: Currently, there is not funding for bringing the entire I1-69 Texas route
up to a controlled access, interstate facility and traffic and safety issues create a need for a new
overpass regardless of the ultimate 1-69 development. 1-69 development will take time and in some
cases, decades, so smaller projects will be done in the meantime to improve safety and address other
local transportation needs.

Cannot see detail on map of alternate route around Lufkin. Where can | find this information?

Segment Committees Response: The relief route recommended by the I-69 Segment Committees is
conceptual in nature right now. An environmental study was done in the late 1990’s. Because that
study is dated, no specific plans for a “Lufkin alternate route” exist and before a specific route is
determined, the previous environmental study will need to be revisited. This process will include public

input and comment.

| live at the Angelina River in Angelina County; | would like to see a detailed map of your plans at my
location.

Segment Committees Response: The relief route recommended by the I-69 Segment Committees near
the Angelina River is conceptual in nature right now. An environmental study was done in the late
1990’s. Because that study is dated, no specific plans exist and before a specific route is determined,
the previous environmental study will need to be revisited. This process will include public input and

comment.

How many miles is the relief route east of Lufkin, TX going to extend down I-69 South?

Segment Committees Response: The relief route recommended by the I-69 Segment Committees is
conceptual in nature right now. An environmental study was done in the late 1990’s. Because that
study is dated, no specific plans for a “relief route east of Lufkin” exist and before a specific route and



mileage is determined, the previous environmental study will need to be revisited. This process will
include public input and comment.

8. Why was Kendleton, TX not included in the map of recommendations?

Segment Committees Response: The first sets of I-69 Segment Committee maps showed towns of
1000+. After receiving comments from the citizens of Kendleton, the Segment Three added Kendleton
to all future maps.

9. When will we know what decision has been made?

Segment Committees Response: The [-69 citizen committee process is the beginning of an extensive
planning process that includes several opportunities for citizen input and comment. The I-69 Segment
Committees have established conceptual projects to develop I-69 in Texas. Before any projects can
move forward, they must first receive funding for an environmental study. In addition to the
environmental study, funding must be obtained for engineering and design, obtaining right of way,
relocating utilities and finally, construction. If funding is available for each and every step, this process
takes 6-15 years to complete as noted in the graphic below.
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*Funding must be identified and secured before each step in the process.
10. Please send me more detail for the area near US 59 and FM 2782.

Segment Committees Response: A western relief route was previously environmentally studied by
TxDOT; the I-69 Segment Committee’s recommendation is to make use of this previously studied route.
This route included a connection to a Lufkin/Diboll relief route to the south. Committee members
acknowledged the previous recommendations for this route would need to be updated based on
current environmental and planning features. The committee added that upgrading and using the
existing Loop 224/US 59 relief route in Nacogdoches would likely not be feasible due to limited right-of-
way and the intensity of adjacent land uses.



11. Please send more information on how this would affect Houston County.

Segment Committees Response: The potential I-69 route does not pass through Houston County and
the I-69 Segment Committees did not recommend any projects within the county; however there is a

recommendation for a relief route in neighboring Angelina County.

12. Exactly what part of US 59 between Nacogdoches and Garrison are going to be affected? Is there an
exact map | can look at?

Segment Committees Response: The relief route recommended by the I-69 Segment Committees is
conceptual in nature right now, so a detailed map does not exist. The committee recommended relief
route options for the existing US 59 through Garrison, Timpson and Tenaha that would include both
widening and upgrading the existing US 59 and also include new alignment options around
communities where there is not enough right-of-way to expand the existing US 59. The committee
members noted that US 59 passes through these communities and drivers on the highway frequently

experience congestion and crashes.



