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Congress Passes AIR 21
Texas’ Smaller Airports Receive $36 Million in FY 2001

This week, Congress finally agreed on a multi-year spending measure for the nation’s avia-
tion programs. By a vote of 318 to 102, the House passed the conference report to H.R. 1000,
the Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act of the 21st Century (AIR 21), and
sent the $40 billion measure to President Clinton for his expected signature. The Senate ap-
proved the report last week by a vote of 82 to 17.

Overall, the state’s general aviation and reliever airports will re-
ceive $36 million in FY 2001 for capital improvements. This repre- @
sents a more than 50% increase over FY 1999 funding to Texas. \\\
“This substantial funding for these airports is very good news,” - -7/\
said David Laney, Texas Transportation Commissioner. “It will )
help immeasurably in moving forward toward our goal of develop- _=
ing and maintaining a statewide airport system that will adequately &.
support air transportation and economic development.”

AIR 21 provides that, when the overall Airport Improvement Program funding reaches $3.2
billion, which will first occur in FY 2001, the share of the AIP funds going to general aviation
and reliever airports will increase from 18.5% to 20%. Within this 20%, the funding formula
includes a new entitlement provision directing that certain general aviation airports receive
the lesser of $150,000 or 1/5 of the airport’s 5-year improvement plan needs. 101 Texas gen-
eral aviation airports will receive these entitlement funds (for a total of $11.2 million in FY
2001).

Under the state block grant program, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) ad-
ministers federal reliever and general aviation airport capital improvement grants on behalf
of the Federal Aviation Administration. TxDOT uses these federal funds to maintain and reha-
bilitate more than 275 community airports. Typical projects include land acquisition, runway
extensions and preservation, airport lighting and signage, and airport master plans.
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