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USDOT Federal DBE Regulation 
49 CFR Part 26

THREE MAIN OBJECTIVES OF PROGRAM:

Ensure nondiscriminatory opportunity for all 
firms in USDOT- assisted contracting

Meet current legal standards

Improve program administration



Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE)

In order for small disadvantaged firms, 
including those owned by minorities and 
women, to participate in the DOT-assisted 
contracts of State and local transportation 
agencies they must apply for and receive 
certification as a Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE)



DBE Certification Standards

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)

Small business concern 51% owned and controlled by one or 
more economically and socially disadvantaged individual(s) 
involved in day-to-day operations 

Bona fide disadvantaged status of 51% owner(s)

Contributions, ownership, and daily management control clearly 
documented

Independent business controlled by 51% owner(s)



TUCP in Texas

NUMBER OF U.S. DOT RECIPIENTS IN TEXAS

Impacts over 25 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
recipients

Impacts over 25 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
recipients

Impacts one Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
recipient



WHO ARE THE U.S. DOT RECIPIENTS?

Highway - TxDOT

Aviation - Dallas/Fort Worth Airport, Dallas Love Field, 
Houston Bush International Airport, Houston Hobby, and all 
other major airports in Texas

Transit - Houston Metro, Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART), 
Austin Capital Metro, San Antonio VIA, etc. 

OVER $7 BILLION IN ANNUAL PROCUREMENT IN TEXAS



DBE: Texas Unified Certification Program 
(TUCP)

All DBE Program certification agencies in Texas  must unify into
a centralized, single application program by Federal requirement
and effective in Texas beginning March 2002

TUCP will offer “one-stop” shopping to Texas applicants

One application form, one process, one decision and then 
certified DBEs can participate statewide (by county areas)

TxDOT is taking the lead to be the centralized records manager 
(internet directory) for this program



TUCP DBE Program

TUCP DBE Program –Texas Unified Certification Program (TUCP) 
Certification Agencies

TxDOT (201 counties in east, south and west Texas)
City of Austin (metropolitan Austin area)
City of Houston (metropolitan Houston area)
Corpus Christi Regional Transportation Authority (Corpus Christi area)
North Central Texas Regional Certification Agency [NCTRCA] (Dallas/FW)
South Central Texas Regional Certification Agency [SCTRCA] (San Antonio)

TUCP Certification DBE Directory 
TxDOT responsible for maintaining and updating DBE Directory
Updates TUCP DBE Directory on weekly basis
Currently about 4000 firms are certified as a DBE 



TUCP

City of Houston                                                                                   (HOUSTON)

City of Austin-Hays, Travis, Williamson, Caldwell, Bastrop           (AUSTIN)

Corpus Christi  Regional Transportation Authority                        (CCRTA)

North Central Texas Regional Certification Agency                        (NCTRCA)

South Central Texas Regional Certification Agency                        (SCTRCA)

Texas Department of Transportation                                                ( TXDOT)



DBE Program Certification

Business applying for DBE certification must receive 
an on-site business office visit by certifying agency

The primary economically disadvantaged owner(s) 
must fill out a personal net worth statement ($750k)

Annual Affidavit declaration of “No change” status



DBE Certification Process

Desk audit for completeness of application  

Conduct on-site review visit to business office 
(interview primary owner & review documents)

Recommend appropriate certification 
determination



Certification Review

On-site verifies:
equipment and financial resources

office and personnel arrangements

ownership and business operations



Certification Decisions

Approve certification after complete review

Deny application due to lack of information

Deny certification application due to 
eligibility issue(s)

Denial appeals to USDOT in Washington, 
D.C.

(One year wait for denied firms)



TxDOT Work Categories

Highway construction
Construction materials
Highway maintenance
Hauling 
Aviation
Public Transportation
Professional Services

Engineering
Architecture
Surveying



TxDOT Work Categories

Most of TxDOT’s funds are in highway 
construction and professional services

More than $5 billion under contract

USDOT provides about $20 billion nationally 
each year for Federally-assisted projects



Certification Processing (Average or Goal)

Federal DBE Application for USDOT: 
about 90 days 

Annual DBE Affidavit: 30-45 days

TxDOT Certification Committee 
Reviews All Recommendations for 
Approval/Denial Actions



For CERTIFICATION 
assistance, please contact 

us toll free at: 
1-(866) 480-2518 

or 
1-(512) 486-5530
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