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Drilled Shaft Design Examples 
The following drilled shaft design examples illustrate common scenarios. 

The first is for a drilled shaft that is founded in relatively soft soil. In this example the first 10 
feet of soil is disregarded in design. 

The second case deals with a shaft with a higher load, which requires that it be founded deeper. 
The deeper founding requires that this shaft penetrate a harder layer of soil, in this case shale. 
Because the shaft is founded in very hard material, this frictional contribution of the softer 
overlying soils is disregarded. 
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