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Construction Off to Explosive Start

"The reconstruction of US 277 (The Loma Alta project) is
well underway," reports TxDOT Del Rio Area Engineer
Robert C. Parker, P.E.

As soon as clearing operations began in September,
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Above: Asection of rock middens
discovered along the project site in Val

Verde County.

Left: Del Rio Area Engineer Robert C.
Parker, PE., points to the massive cuts

created by the blasting.
Mr. Daniel Cantu, TxDOT Laredo District inspector in
charge of the project, discovered burned rock middens
throughout the project area. Middens are old campsites
used by native Indians for cooking and tool making.

The discovery was relayed to Austin who then performed
the appropriate archeological recovery work.

"The contractor, Allen Keller Company, was able to
continue operations with little interference," Parker continued
"Soon after, however, the area received approximately 20
inches of rain over a five to six week period. Inevitably,
delays due to the weather were incurred. Since then, the
contractor has done an excellent job in getting the project
back on schedule. The work is approximately 35 percent
complete and is progressing nicely," he concluded.

The $8.2 million contract was awarded to Keller in
March 2000 for the widening and reconstruction of an eight
mile stretch of U.S. 277 in Val Verde County northeast of
Del Rio. However, due to right-of-way, environmental, and
construction other issues, the project was postponed.
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Above: workers drill numerous holes where
the explosives are to be placed for blasting.
Right: A close-up view of the hole measures
about four inches in diameter.

Overall, the work includes grading, base, structures,
surfacing, and the addition of shoulders north of Loma Alta.
The entire project was alloted 186 working days

Although U.S. 277 is closed, limited access has been
granted to abutting property owners. Also, the Loma Alta
grocery store remains open for business as usual.

The alternate route around the construction site has
been designated. The 41-mile detour includes U.S. 377 in
Del Rio to State Highway 55 in Rocksprings and back to
U.S. 277. (See map on reserve side.)

Safety lighting and flashing beacons have been placed
at all detour intersections including the placement of
temporary traffic signals in Rocksprings.
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block. A pile of rock and debris sits in the middle of US 277 in Val Verde County.
Blasting is being done in an attempt to lower the existing grade.




About the Contractor

Allen Keller Company, Inc. of
Fredericksburg, Texas is the primary
contractor for the Loma Alta project.

The company was created in
1953 by Mr. Allen Keller. In the
mid-1970's, Keith Keller began
helping his father run the company.
Now it's the grandson's turn.

Armed
with a Civil
Engineering
degree from
Texas A&M
| University
and the
experience
of having
worked in
the family
business,
Kory Keller is wasting no time.

His company recently completed
the $3.3 million runway extension at
the Del Rio Airport.

"The challenges which lie ahead
are exciting," the 27-year-old said. "I
look forward to working with
TxDOT on this important project."”

Kory can be reached by phone at
(830)997-2118.
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All in the family. Third
generation contractor Kory Keller
heads up operations at the Loma
Altaproject.
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Project Timeline:
March 1,2000 - August 31,2000:  Black-capped Vireo nesting season (no clearing)
March 30, 2000: Contract awarded
April 2000 - August 2000: Collection of necessary materials
September 2000 - May 2001: Construction period*
*weather permitting

Comments or questions about the project can be communicated directly to the Texas Department of Transportation
by mail, telephone, or e-mail. Everyone who provides comments will be added to the project newsletter mailing list.
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