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Upcoming Events

Port Authority Advisory
Committee Meeting
June 14, 2016

Houston, TX the Capitol.

JOC Gulf Shipping

Conference L R ,
June 13-14, 2016 mar|t|me a?ctwlty in Te_xgs and the Staf[e s role
Houston. TX in supporting the maritime system. Ginger

Opening of the New
Panama Canal Locks
June 26, 2016

Transportation
Commission Meeting
June 30, 2016
Austin, TX

Transportation
Commission Meeting
July 28, 2016
Austin, TX

The Senate Select Committee on Texas
Ports held its first hearing on May 4, 2016 at

From TxDOT, Deputy Executive Director
Marc Williams and Maritime Division Director
Dan Harmon provided an overview of

Goodin and Jim Kruse of TTI provided
testimony regarding freight flows, including
opportunities for Texas following the Panama

Pictured: TxDOT and TT] testifying before the Senate Select Committee on Texas Ports.
Committee (from left): Senator Jane Nelson, Chairman Brandon Creighton, Chase Frugé
(staff), Senator Juan Hinojosa, and Senator Lois Kolkhorst. Not Pictured: Senator Larry
Taylor, Senator José Menéndez (absent) and Senator Eddie Lucio (absent).

First Hearing of the Senate Select Committee on Texas Ports

Canal expansion, and highlighted how other
states fund port infrastructure.

In the second panel, Roger Guenther and
Eduardo Campirano testified on behalf of the
Texas Ports Association and the Port Authority
Advisory Committee (PAAC), respectively.

Mr. Guenther emphasized the fact that
improving the competitiveness of Texas ports
will strengthen the Texas economy. Mr.
Campirano provided a background on the
activities of the PAAC, including the development
of the 2017-2018 Port Capital
Program.

Testimony was also heard
from the Ports of Beaumont,
Port Arthur, Houston, Freeport,
Brownsville, and Port
Mansfield as well as the
Sabine-Neches Navigation
District. The Port of San
Antonio and Alliance Texas
testified on behalf of the
state’s inland ports.

The date of the next

hearing for the committee is
to be determined.

Texas’ Intracoastal Waterway Wins Marine Highway Status

The Texas Department of Transportation’s
application to designate the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway from Brownsville to Port Arthur as Marine
Highway 69 has been approved by the U.S. Secretary
of Transportation. This designation allows TxDOT and
Texas ports to develop projects along the waterway
that will help relieve roadway congestion along the Gulf
Coast by allowing more freight to be waterborne and
clears the way for seeking federal grant funding.

Marine Highway 69 links more than 20 Texas ports
and moved nearly 86 million tons of freight in 2014.
“The designation of Texas’ Gulf Intracoastal Waterway
as Marine Highway 69 is a significant step forward for
this corridor and region of our state,” said Texas
Transportation Commissioner Jeff Moseley. “We are
now better-positioned to shift freight from our
congested roads to M-69’s waterborne freight system,

where it can be more efficiently transported.”

TxDOT has pursued Marine Highway status for the
state’s 379-mile coastline since 2014. The M-69 portion
handles 67 percent of all freight moving through the
entire Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, which extends to St.
Marks, Fla.

The Texas Transportation Commission thanked U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn and U.S. Reps. Filemon Vela and Blake
Farenthold, who represent much of the Texas Coast, for
their efforts to win approval on this important initiative.

“In addition, by designating the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway as M-69, we acknowledge the connection
between this marine highway and Interstate 69,” said
Texas Transportation Commissioner Jeff Austin Ill. “Both
M-69 and I-69 provide crucial connections to our Texas
ports and are important to our state and national
economies.”




Transportation Commission Approves Port Access Projects

In @ move eagerly embraced by
the Texas port community, the Texas
Legislature included Rider 48 in the
state budget last session,
authorizing the use of up to $20
million from the Texas Mobility Fund
(TMF) for port capital improvements.
To be eligible for the funding,
projects must enhance port
connectivity along publicly
accessible roads.

The Transportation Commission
approved nine of the projects
selected by the Port Authority
Advisory Committee at its meeting
on February 25th and an additional

Approved Rider 48 Projects

Corpus Christi—Widening Joe
Fulton International Trade Corridor
near mile marker 5
Galveston—Improvements/repairs
to Old Port Industrial Road, 33rd
Street, and intersection of 28th
Street and Harborside

Port Arthur—Widen/improve
Lakeshore Drive
Victoria—Rehabilitate/widen
McCoy Road, Canal Rd and Old
Bloomington Road
Beaumont—Widen Old Highway 90
& upgrade intersections between |-
10 and Port Access Road

L

¢

Freeport—Construct railroad
crossing on SH 36
Palacios—Widen land bridge on SH
35 and improve drainage

Calhoun Port Authority—Improve
roadway and drainage on south
end of FM 1593

Port Isabel—Construct new port
access road to divert trucks onto
SH 48

Houston— Expand Peninsula
Street to four lanes and
Jacintoport Boulevard to five lanes;
Install rail gate arms at six rail
crossings

project on May 26th.

Brazos River Floodgates Feasibility
Study Consultant Team Announced

The TxDOT Maritime Division is excited to
announce the procurement of a highly specialized
team of consultants to conduct a feasibility study for
the Brazos River Floodgates. The team will be led by
the engineering firm Coast and Harbor Engineering
(Hatch Mott McDonald) with analysis engineering by
Tetra Tech. Blanton & Associates will conduct the

environmental assessment and Martin Associates will

be responsible for the economic analysis. Chris
Sallese (Dannenbaum Engineering Corp.), is the
former USACE Galveston District Engineer and will

serve as USACE liaison and feasibility process advisor

for the study. T e e e bR e o e B Soa
new wetland habitat
Maritime Division Chris Fisher Appointed
to the PAAC
Austin Office: Houston Office:

118 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704
(512) 486-5127

7600 Washington Ave.
Houston, Texas 77007
(713) 802-5781

Dan Harmon, Director
Sarah Bagwell, Planning & Strategy Director
Matthew Mahoney, Waterway Coordinator
Stephanie Cribbs, Port Coordinator
Roger Schiller, Program Coordinator
Arielle Carchidi, Special Projects
Carolyn Reyna, Executive Assistant

At its meeting on May 26th, the Transportation
Commission approved the appointment of Chris
Fisher, the Port Director and CEO of the Port of
Beaumont, to the Port Authority Advisory
Committee (PAAC). Mr. Fisher replaces John Roby,
also of the Port of Beaumont, following his
retirement earlier this year. Mr. Roby served on the
PAAC since its creation in 2001.

The Commission also reappointed Roger
Guenther, Port of Houston, and John LaRue, Port of
Corpus Christi, to the PAAC. The next PAAC
meeting is scheduled in for June 14th at the TxDOT
Houston District Office.
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