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Guest Editorial:
Ted Houghton, Texas Transportation Commissioner
I-69/TTC

If you ask Texans what they want, be prepared to hear the answer.

From February to March of this year, officials at the Texas Department of
Transportation spanned the state, asking Texans to give us their input on the proposed
I-69/Trans-Texas Corridor (TTC). During those two months, we held nearly 50 public
hearings from northeast Texas to the southern end of the state.

We spoke with and listened to Texans from all walks of life: workers in Laredo,
farmers in Atlanta, landowners in Diboll, students in Huntsville, ranchers in the Valley
and business owners in Houston.

Some 12,000 Texans who wanted to shape the future of transportation in our great
state came to those hearings. And over the course of our public involvement period, we
received about 28,000 comments. Speaker after speaker told us they wanted a
transportation system that preserved private property rights. They wanted Texas to own
and control that system.

And Texans were very clear on another point: if -69/TTC is to be built, they want it
along existing facilities, and not on new rights of way throughout the state. We heard
what Texans said, and we are doing as they requested.

As we move forward with environmental studies, our recommendation to federal
transportation officials is that I-69/TTC be developed along existing infrastructure. New
location corridors will not be recommended by TxDOT to the Federal Highway
Administration.

When needs are identified in the 1-69 corridor, we will look at existing infrastructure,
and work with local officials to upgrade that facility to meet transportation needs. It just
makes sense. As Texans pointed out to us, a facility built on new location may be
unnecessary when an existing one can be improved to handle added demand.

As we travelled across the state, we learned that Texans were concerned about
other issues, not just using existing rights of way when considering where to build the
TTC. We heard some pretty consistent comments and concerns about how we conduct
the business of transportation in the state.
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Texans wanted assurances that the system we build is a system that benefits Texas.
And we took those concerns to heart. Recently, my fellow commissioners and | set
some basic guiding principles that TxDOT will follow in developing, constructing and
operating the Trans-Texas Corridor.

Let me go through some of them in more detail.

Only new lanes added to an existing highway will be tolled, and there will be no
reduction in the number of non-tolled lanes that exist today.

The Transportation Commission will take the lead in approving initial toll rates for a
toll project on the state highway system. We'll also approve the methodology for setting
toll rates, but not without first consulting with local metropolitan planning organizations.

To the extent practical, TXDOT shall plan and design facilities so that a landowner’s
property is not severed into two or more separate tracts. We will work to preserve the
original shape of property.

If you'd like more information about these principles, please take a look at the
TxDOT website, http://www.keeptexasmoving.com.

As Texans helped develop these principles, they’ll help in other ways. Local and
community leaders will be asked to serve on corridor segment advisory committees to
further define plans for I-69/TTC. We look forward to their input.

It's been a long road to this point in the process. For several years, we've talked
about the Trans-Texas Corridor, a vision for the future of our state. Texans have been
and must continue to be involved in setting the course for that future. We’'ll be a better
Texas because of it.

Ted Houghton is a member of the Texas Transportation Commission which oversees
statewide activities of the Texas Department of Transportation.
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The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining nearly 80,000 miles of road and for supporting
aviation, rail and public transportation across the state. TxDOT and its 15,000 employees strive to empower local
leaders to solve local transportation problems, and to use new financial tools, including tolling and public-private
partnerships, to reduce congestion and pave the way for future economic growth while enhancing safety, improving
air quality and increasing the value of the state's transportation assets. Find out more at www.txdot.gov.

For more Information call TXDOT's Government & Public Affairs Division at (512) 463-8588.



