Review of Texas Passenger Car License Plates
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Texas began to issue vehicle registration on the first day of July in 1917. License plates were then purchased from the S. C. Adams Stamp
and Stationary Company of St. Louis.

The manufacturing of the license plates was undertaken by the state prison in Huntsville, Texas, in 1935 and they have continued to
provide the plates to the present day.
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Truck License Plates

Truck license plates were first issued in 1925. Until that time, trucks were registered with passenger license plates. 1928-1930 truck
license plates also denoted “front” and “rear” license plates. Replacement license plates were issued during the 1955-74 period in a color
other than the original license plates.

L=letters/numbers B=background *=best information RE=replacement license plate

Year # of Plates Plate Size Legend Colors

1925 2 5.5"x 15" COM L-Black B-Orange
1926 2 55"x 15" COM L-Black B-White
1927 2 5.5"x 15" COM L-White B-Green
1928 2 5" x 14" CM L-White B-Maroon
1929 2 5"x 14" CcM L-Black B-Orange
1930 2 5"x 14" CM L-Yellow B-Blue
1931 2 5" x 14"* CM* L-Black B-White
1932 2 5"x 13" CM L-Green B-Yellow
1933 2% 5" x 13"* CM* L-White B-Maroon
1934 2% 5" x 13"* CM* L-Yellow B-Black
1935 25 5" x 13"* CM* L-Green B-Gray
1936 2% 5"x 13"* CM* L-Yellow B-Blue
1937 2 5"x 13" CM L-Black B-Orange
1938 2 5.833" x 13" CM* L-Orange B-Black
1939 2 5.833" x 13" CM L-Black B-Green
1940 2 5.833"x 13" CM L-Black B-Gold
1941 2 5.833" x 13" CM L-Black B-Gold
1942 2 5.833" x 13" COM L-Black B-Gold
1943 2 Tabs 1" x 4" -- L-Gold B-Black
1944 2 Tabs 2" x 2" -- L-Cream B-Lt Blue
1945 1 5.833"x 10.111" Truck L-Black B-Gold
1946 1 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Cream B-Black
1947 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-White B-Black
1948 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Gold B-Black
1949 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Black B-Gold
1950 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Gold B-Black
1951 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Black B-Gold
1952 2 6.5"x 10.5" Truck L-Gold B-Black
1953 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Black B-Gold
1954 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Gold B-Black
1955 2 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Black B-Gold
1955 RE 1* 6.5" x 10.5" Truck L-Black B-Teal
1956 2 6" x 12" Truck L-Gold B-Black
1956 RE 1% 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Persimmon
1957-Pres. 2 6" x 12" Truck Same as Passenger

1957 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Teal
1958 RE % 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Persimmon
1959 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Teal
1960 RE 1% 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Persimmon
1961 RE 1% 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Teal
1962 RE 1% 6" x 12" Truck L-Black B-Persimmon
1963 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Red B-White
1964 RE % 6" x 12" Truck L-Yellow B-Black
1965 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Red B-White
1966 RE 1= 6" x 12" Truck L-Yellow B-Black
1967 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Red B-White
1968 RE % 6" x 12" Truck L-Yellow B-Black
1969 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Red B-White
1970 RE % 6" x 12" Truck L-Green B-White
1971 RE 1* 6" x 12" Truck L-Red B-White
1972 RE 1= 6" x 12" Truck L-Blue B-White
1973 RE 1% 6" x 12" Truck L-Blue B-White

1974 RE J1% 6" x 12" Truck L-Green B-White



Motorcycle License Plates

Motorcycle license plates were first issued in 1917.

L=letters/numbers

B=background

*=best information

Year # of Plates Plate Size Legend Colors
1917-9 1 ? ? L-White, B-Blue*
1920 1 ? Registered ?
Motorcycle
1921 1 ? Registered L-White B-Green
Motorcycle
1922 1 ? Registered L-Red B-Black
Motorcycle
1923 1 6" x 3-1/3" Registered L-Black B-Ivory
Motorcycle
1924 1 6" x 3-1/3" Registered L-White B-Red
Motorcycle
1925 1 8" x3.5" MC L-White B-Green
1926 1 7.5"x 3.75" -- L-White B-Black
1927 1 7.5"x3.75" Motorcycle Unknown
1928 1 7.5"x3.75" Motorcycle L-White B-Brown
1929 1 7.5" x 3.75" Motorcycle L-Maroon B-White
1930 1 7.5"x3.75" Motorcycle L-Yellow B-Blue
1931 1 7.5" x 3.75"* Motorcycle* L-Black B-White
1932 1 7.5" x 3.75" Motorcycle L-White B-Green
1933 1 7.5" x 3.75"* Motorcycle* L-Orange B-White
1934 1 7.5" x 3.75"* Motorcycle* L-White B-Black
1935 1 7.5" x 3.75"* Motorcycle* L-Black B-Orange
1936 1 7.5" x 3.75"* Motorcycle* L-Blue B-Yellow
1937 1 7.5" x 3.75" Motorcycle L-Ivory B-Black
1938 1 7.5" x 3.75" Motorcycle L-Black B-Orange
1939 1 7.5"x3.75" Motorcycle L-Black B-Yellow
1940 1 7.5"x3.75" Motorcycle L-Gold B-Blue
1941 1 7.5" x 3.75" Motorcycle L-Black B-Gold
1942 1 7.5"x 3.75" MC L-Black B-Gold
1943 1 Tab 1" x 4" -- L-Gold B-Black
1944 1 Tab 2"x 2" -- L-Cream B-Lt Blue
1945 1 7.5"x3.75" Motorcycle L-Black B-Gold
1946 1 7.5"x 3.75" -- L-Cream B-Black
1947 1 7.5" x 3.75" -- L-White B-Black
1948 1 7.5"x 3.75" -- L-Gold B-Black
1949 1 7.5" x 3.75" -- L-Black B-Gold
1950 1 7.5"x 3.75" -- L-Gold B-Black
1951 1 7.5" x 3.75" -- L-Black B-Gold
1952 1 7.5"x 3.75" -- L-Gold B-Black
1953 1 7.5"x 3.75" -- L-Black B-Gold
1954-66 1 55"x3" -- Same as Passenger
1967-Pres. 1 7" x 4" -- Same as Passenger
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