l Texas Department of Transportation

July 14, 2011

Dear Citizen;

On behalf of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) we want to welcome you to
tonight's Public Hearing concerning proposed improvements to Farm-to-Market Road (FM)
973 from Harold Green Drive to 0.5 miles south of State Highway (SH) 71 in Travis
County. An agenda for the hearing and information regarding the proposed improvements
are attached for your information. This handout, as well as the exhibits shown at tonight's
Public Hearing, are available on TxDOT's website at:

http://www.txdot.gov/public involvement/hearings meetings/fm973 0711.htm

Please feel free to examine the exhibits on display from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. Project staff
members will be available to answer questions. A technical presentation on the proposed
improvements will begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by a brief recess and public comment
period.

If you wish to make a verbal comment during the public comment portion of the hearing,
please complete a speaker registration card (available at the registration table) and return
it before the end of the recess.

Comments may also be presented in writing. For your convenience, a comment form is
included in this information packet. Written comments not submitted during the hearing
should be mailed to the TxDOT - Austin District, Environmental Coordinator, P.O. Box
15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426 or faxed to (512) 832-7157. Written comments must be
received by Monday, July 25, 2011, to be included in the official Public Hearing record.

All verbal comments received at the Public Hearing, as well as written comments received
by July 25, 2011, will be taken into consideration during future project development.

Thank you for attending tonight's Public Hearing. Public involvement is a vital part of the
TxDOT project development process, and we sincerely appreciate your participation. |If
you have any questions after tonight's hearing, please contact Dennis Nielsen at
(512) 832-7056.



PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO FM 973
FROM HAROLD GREEN DRIVE TO 0.5 MILES SOUTH OF SH 71
TRAVIS COUNTY

JULY 14, 2011

L INTRODUCTION AND HEARING FORMAT
John Hurt, TxDOT — Public Information Officer

. TECHNICAL PRESENTATION
Cathy Kratz, P.E., TxDOT — Transportation Engineer

. ENVIRONMENTAL PRESENTATION
Dennis Nielsen, TxDOT — Environmental Specialist

Iv. RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND RELOCATION ASSISTANCE
Bob Harwood, Attorney, TxDOT - South Regional Service Center
Right-of-Way Office

V. BREAK

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS

VIl. ADJOURN




Proposed Improvements to FM 973
From Harold Green Drive to 0.5 Miles south of SH 71
Travis County, Texas

OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), in cooperation with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), is in the process of developing a project to improve a
section of FM 973 in Travis County. The study limits of the proposed project are from
Harold Green Drive to Pearce Lane. The construction limits of the proposed project are
from Harold Green Drive to 0.5 miles south of SH 71. The project length is approximately
2.8 miles. Attached is a project location map.

Within the proposed project limits, existing FM 973 has an overall pavement width of
26 feet which accommodates two 13-foot travel lanes with no shoulders. The existing
usual right-of-way width varies from 80 to 100 feet. An existing typical section is attached
to this packet.

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve the safety and mobility on FM 973.
There is a need to provide refuge for vehicles slowing in the travel lanes, provide
additional capacity, and separate directions of travel. In addition, there is a need to
improve the substandard horizontal alignment of the roadway north of the Colorado River,
provide an improved crossing of the Colorado River, and improve the substandard
intersection with SH 71. The proposed project is included in the Capital Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization 2035 Regional Transportation Plan.

The proposed project would consist of upgrading FM 973 from a two-lane undivided
roadway to a divided 6 lane facility. Directions of travel would be separated by a raised
median. Median breaks are proposed at selected locations as illustrated on the
schematic. The median breaks would include turn bays to allow traffic to reverse
directions of travel to access driveways that may be on the opposite side of the road. The
overall proposed pavement width of FM 973 for the northbound and southbound lanes
would be 56 feet each. The proposed facility would accommodate three 12-foot travel
lanes, 10-foot shoulders, and 6-foot sidewalks. The proposed usual right-of-way width
would be 200 feet. A proposed typical section is attached to this packet. The existing
bridge over the Colorado River would be replaced with two new prestressed concrete
beam structures. Both bridges would consist of five spans and would be 532 feet long
and 68 feet wide. Each bridge would accommodate three 12-foot travel lanes, 11.5-foot
shoulders, and 6-foot sidewalks.

The proposed improvements were evaluated based on a combination of the design
criteria and constraints, environmental constraints, construction feasibility, and other
factors.

Approximately 70 acres of additional right-of-way would be required to construct the
proposed project. It is currently estimated that there would be 20 residences and
8 businesses displaced. The acquisition of properties and relocation assistance for
displaced residential and business property owners would be conducted in accordance




with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970, as amended. Information about TxDOT’s right-of-way acquisition and relocation
assistance program will be available at the Public Hearing.

There is no potential habitat for federal and/or state listed endangered or threatened
species within the project limits. The proposed project would encroach upon a floodplain
but would not encroach upon a wetland or sole-source aquifer recharge zone. Potential
impacts to waters of the U.S. would be permitted by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Nationwide Permits for Linear Transportation Crossings. The proposed project would not
require the acquisition of public land designated and used as a park, recreation area,
wildlife refuge, historic or cultural site, or scientific area.

After tonight's hearing, responses to all comments will be compiled into a Summary and
Analysis/Comment and Response Report. Changes to the proposed design may occur as
a result of the comments we receive. FHWA will review the Summary and
Analysis/Comment and Response Report, and the draft environmental document. |If
FHWA issues a Finding of No Significant Impact, right-of-way acquisition and utility
relocation may begin. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates would be completed and, as
funding is secured, the project would be scheduled for construction. Currently, the only
portion of the project that is funded is the bridge replacement and approaches, which
would include removing the substandard horizontal curve north of the bridge.
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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FM 973 EXISTING APPROACHES
TYPICAL SECTIONS
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RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION
AND
RELOCATION ASSISTANCE

The subject of tonight's Public Hearing is the proposed improvements to FM 973 from
Harold Green Drive to 0.5 miles south of SH 71 in Travis County. The proposed project is
described in the Project Overview, which is included in this information package.

The acquisition of additional right-of-way would be required to construct the proposed
improvements to FM 973 within the project limits It is currently estimated that there would
be 20 residences and 8 businesses displaced.

At this time it is anticipated that the State of Texas and Travis County would be
responsible for the cost of the acquisition of the right-of-way and relocation of qualifying
utilities. For each property acquired an appraisal would be completed to determine just
compensation under the laws of the State of Texas. The determined value would then be
offered to each property owner. Each property owner would be afforded the opportunity to
accompany the appraiser(s) during the inspection of the property.

In all cases, the property owner would be reimbursed for any reasonable, incidental
expenses necessarily incurred in transferring title to the property for use by TxDOT.
Expenses eligible for reimbursement generally include recording fees and similar
expenses incidental to conveying the real property to the State and penalty costs that are
required for prepayment of any pre-existing recorded mortgage entered into in good faith
encumbering the real property.

It is the policy of TxDOT and the United States Department of Transportation that no
family or individual would be required to relocate unless and until adequate replacement
housing has been made available to all affected persons. Further, replacement housing
must be offered to all affected persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex or national
origin. All replacement housing must be fair housing, open to all persons regardless of
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

The information brochure Relocation Assistance is available at this Public Hearing. The
brochure outlines the services offered and any payments for which displaced individuals,
families, businesses, and non-profit organizations may be eligible to receive, such as
moving expenses and replacement housing payments for residential owners and tenants.
The brochure also outlines the eligibility requirements for receiving these payments.
Another brochure titled Purchase of Right of Way is also available at this Public Hearing.
This brochure outlines the basic procedures for right-of-way acquisition by the State of
Texas. A representative from the TxDOT South Regional Service Center Right-of-Way
Office is available to answer questions you may have.




COMMENT SHEET

Public Hearing
Proposed Improvements to FM 973
From Harold Green Drive to 0.5 Miles South of SH 71
Del Valle Middle School, Del Valle, Texas
July 14, 2011

Name (Please Print):

Address:

Phone:

Please include your name and mailing address with all written comments. Comment sheets and/or letters
should be mailed to: District Environmental Coordinator, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas, 78761-5426 or
faxed to 512-832-7157. All written comments received on or before Monday, July 25, 2011, will be
included in the official hearing record. Submission of written comments does not preclude your making
verbal comments at this hearing. If you wish to make a verbal comment, please fill out a speaker registration
card and leave it at the sign-in table. If you have any questions, please contact Dennis Nielsen at
512-832-7056.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an open
records request and will not be treated as such. If you have an open records request it must be submitted under a separate letter.




