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In Reply Refer To:

HA-TX

CSJ: 0914-04-242

Project Number: STP 2007(648)MM

Highway: Frate Barker Road: From Brodie Lane to Manchaca Rd
County: Travis County

Ms. Vicki Crnich

Project Delivery Management Section
Environmental Affairs Division
Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11™ Street

Austin, Texas 78701-2483

Dear Ms. Crnich:

We have thoroughly reviewed our records on this project which include, but are not limited to,
the Environmental Assessment (EA) dated Mach 2012, the Public Hearing Summary and
Analysis prepared by the Texas Department of Transportation, and all of the previous
environmental studies and findings. Based upon our own agency review and consideration of
the analysis and evaluation contained in the EA for this project and after further consideration
of all social, economic and environmental factors, including input from the public involvement
process, we hereby approve issuance of a finding of no significant impact for the Frate Barker
Road project.

We concur in the findings of the March 2012 EA in that 1) Alternative 1 is the recommended
alternative for the Frate Barker Road project, 2) the Alternative 1 best meets the need and
purpose of the project, and 3) the proposed project would have no significant impacts on the
quality of the human or natural environment under the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969. In addition, based on this review, we find that an Environmental Impact Statement is not
required for this project.

Sincerely,

Gl

Justin R. Ham
Urban Engineer

Enclosure



Federal Highway Administration
Finding of No Significant Impact
Frate Barker
From Brodie Lane to Manchaca Road
Travis County, Texas

Introduction

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined, in accordance with 23
CFR § 771.119 and § 771.121, that the Frate Barker project from. Brodie Lane to
Manchaca Road will not have a significant impact on the human or natural environment.
This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the preferred alternative is based on
the March 2012 Frate Barker project Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA was
approved by FHWA for public involvement on December 28, 2010. The Public Hearing
was held on March 3, 2011. The Public Hearing Summary and Analysis, and Comment
and Response Report (which includes responses to public comments) prepared by the
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) in March of 2012 have been incorporated
into the EA.

The March 2012 EA and the Public Hearing reports have been independently evaluated
by the FHWA and determined to adequately and accurately discuss the purpose, need,
alternatives, environmental issues, and impacts of the proposed Frate Barker project
and appropriate mitigation measures. These documents provide sufficient evidence
and analysis for determining that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not
required. Finally, these documents are incorporated by reference into this decisional
document.

Project Background

The Frate Barker project is located in southern Travis County and extends
approximately 1.3 miles between Brodie Lane and Manchaca Road. The existing
facility within these limits is an undivided rural roadway consisting of two 12-foot travel
lanes and no shoulders. The right-of-way width within the limits of the proposed project
has a usual width of 70 feet.

The purpose of this project is to improve mobility and enhance safety in the project
area. There is a need to provide additional capacity, to provide refuge for vehicles
slowing in the travel lanes to make turns and to separate the directions of travel.

The Frate Barker project was developed in accordance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulation for
Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the NEPA (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA
Environmental Impact and Related Procedures (28 CFR Part 771), and TxDOT
Environmental Policy (43 TAC Chapter 2), and other related federal and state
requirements.



Review of the EA

TxDOT completed the EA in March 2012. The EA considered and analyzed the
potential social, economic, and environmental impacts related to the proposed
construction of Frate Barker. Additionally, the study of potential impacts included direct,
indirect, and cumulative impacts of the project. Direct effects are defined by the CEQ
regulations (40 CFR § 1508) as being “caused by the action and occur at the same time
and place.” Indirect effects are defined as effects that are “caused by an action and
occur later in time or farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable.”
Cumulative impacts are the incremental impacts that the project’'s direct or indirect
effects have on a resource in the context of the myriad of other past, present, and future
effects on that resource from unrelated activities.

During the course of project development, four alignment alternatives were considered
including the No-Build. The alternative alignments of the roadway had differing effects
to a large oak tree, residences and businesses. The No-Build Alternative assumes the
construction of other projects currently planned and programmed in the Capital Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (CAMPQO) 2035 Regional Transportation Plan.
However, the No-Build Alternative would leave Frate Barker in its current condition,
which would not meet the purpose and need of an improved Frate Barker that
contributes to the regional plan. The environmental effects were analyzed for the No-
Build alternative to provide a baseline for the consideration of impacts. Alternative 1
would result in removal of the large oak tree and displacement of 1 business.
Alternative 2 would have caused 18 displacements of residences and 1 business and
was consequently not considered a reasonable alternative. Alternative 3 would
completely avoid the large oak and would result in the displacement of 1 residence and
1 business. After review of the environmental impacts associated with the alignment
Alternative 1, 2, 3 and the No-Build, the results were presented to the public.
Consequently, Alternative 1 was considered to be the preferred alternative that woulid
meet the purpose and need for the project on Frate Barker.

The preferred Alternative 1 will meet the purpose and need for the project by adding a
travel lane in each direction and separating directions of travel with a 14-foot continuous
center turn lane. Additionally, improvements to Frate Barker include the addition of 2-
foot shoulders, 6-foot sidewalks, and 5-foot bike lanes. The usual right-of-way width will
be 120 feet.

To date no cultural resources, wetlands, prime or unigque farmlands, residences,
environmental justice populations, migratory birds, existing hazardous materials sites,
noise receivers or air quality, have been identified as being impacted under the
preferred Alternative 1. One business would be displaced. There is one U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) jurisdictional water (Bear Creek) located within the limits
of the proposed project, which would require a USACE permit under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. Portions of the proposed project are located within the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge, Transition, and Contributing Zones and the Edwards Rules that are
issued by Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) are considered non-
degradation rules. Therefore, the increases in impervious cover and water quality
impacts resulting from the construction of the preferred Alternative 1 would be mitigated
through Best Management Practices (BMPs) and water quality control facilities that are
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permitted in an approved TCEQ Edwards Rules: Water Pollution Abatement Plan
(WPAP). Soil disturbance during construction activities will be mitigated through
adherence to the Texas National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System program.
During construction, BMPs, including temporary erosion, sedimentation, and total
suspended solids (TSS) water pollution controls will be implemented. There is a very
small potential for stormwater runoff to effect the Barton Springs salamander; therefore,
the proposed project may affect but would not likely adversely affect this species.

The EA concluded that the Alternative 1 is the preferred alternative for the Frate Barker
project, meets the purpose and need with minimal impacts when compared to other
alternatives, and would have no significant impacts on the quality of the human or
natural environment. TxDOT recommends a FONSI for the Frate Barker project.

TxDOT’s recommendation for the selection of Alternative 1 resulted from a process that
involved the public and close coordination with various federal, state, and local
government agencies.

Public Involvement

Public involvement is an integral and critical component of the NEPA project
development process. Project staff has met informally with city and county officials.

An Open House for this project was held on January 24, 2008, at Bowie High School.
The Open House notice was published in the Austin American Statesman and La
Prensa. A summary of comments that were received as a result of the Open House has
been incorporated into the EA.

A Public Hearing was held on March 3, 2011, at Bowie High School. The Public
Hearing notice was published in the Austin American Statesman and jahora sil. An
overall summary of the comments received at the hearing has been incorporated into
the EA. A Summary and Analysis Report and a Comment and Response Report
resulting from the Public Hearing are included in the EA by reference.

Mitigation/Commitments

A majority of the potential impacts associated with the construction of Alternative 1 were
avoided or minimized as documented in the EA. The design and construction of the
Frate Barker improvements will incorporate measures to minimize harm to the
environment, as described below.

A USACE nationwide permit #14 will be utilized at the crossing of Bear Creek. Although
fill within the water of the U.S. will be less than 0.1 of an acre, there may be a wetland
(special aquatic site) present within the USACE’s jurisdictional area. If a wetland is
delineated at Bear Creek within the area of proposed fill, a Pre-construction Notification
will be submitted to the USACE and a permit acquired prior to construction in the water
of the U.S.



TxDOT will comply with the TCEQ’s Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Construction General Permit. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be prepared
and implemented, and a construction site notice will be posted on the construction site.
A Notice of Intent will be required. During construction, BMPs, including temporary
erosion, sedimentation, and TSS water pollution controls will be implemented.

Because the project will result in ground disturbing activities within the Recharge and
Contributing Zones of the Edwards Aquifer, a WPAP will be submitted and approved by
TCEQ prior to construction.

In the event that migratory birds are encountered on-site during project construction,
every effort will be made to avoid protected birds, active nests, eggs, and/or young.
Clearing of vegetation will take place outside of the breeding season (March through
August) as much as practicable to avoid impacts to nesting birds.

In the event that unanticipated archeological deposits are encountered during
construction, work in the immediate area will cease, and TxDOT archeological staff will
be contacted to initiate post-review discovery procedures in accordance with the PA-TU
and the MOU.

A total of approximately 8 acres of additional right-of-way and 0.2-acre of drainage
easement will be required for the proposed project and there will be one displacement
of a business. Acquisition of right-of-way will be completed in accordance with TxDOT’s
Procedures for Purchase of Right-of-Way and the provisions of the Federal Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Polices Act of 1970, as amended.

Provisions will be included in the plans and specifications that require the contractor to
make every reasonable effort to minimize construction noise through abatement
measures such as work-hour controls and proper maintenance of muffler systems.

Monitoring or Enforcement

All commitments and conditions of approval stated in the EA will be monitored by
TxDOT and other appropriate state, federal, and local agencies to ensure compliance.

FHWA Decision

FHWA has reviewed all of the relevant documents and materials. Based upon our own
independent review and analysis, we find that the March 2012 Frate Barker project EA
analyzed and considered all the relevant potential environmental impacts and issues.
FHWA concurs with the findings made in the EA that: (1) Alternative 1 best meets the
purpose and need of the project, (2) Alternative 1 will have no significant impacts on the
quality of the human or natural environment under NEPA.



Based upon our own agency review and consideration of the analysis and
evaluation contained in the EA for this project, and after further careful consideration of
all social, economic, and environmental factors, including input from the public
involvement process, FHWA hereby issues a FONSI for the Frate Barker project.
FHWA further approves Alternative 1 as the preferred alternative for selection as the
proposed action for this project. The selected alternative will best fulfill the purpose and
need for the project and meet the goals identified for the Frate Barker project.

CAMPO has included the proposed project in both the CAMPO 2011-2014
Transportation Improvement Program and the CAMPO 2035 Regional Transportation
Plan.

TxDOT is required to ensure that any and all local, state, or federal permit requirements
and conditions are met and otherwise complied with.
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Justin Ham, P.E.
Urban Programs Engineer
Federal Highway Administration



