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PROPOSED IMROVEMENTS:  
Travis County, in coordination with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is in the process of developing a project to improve 
Frate Barker Road from Brodie Lane to Manchaca Road, a distance of approximately 1.3 miles.  
 
The proposed improvements would involve upgrading Frate Barker from a two-lane rural facility 
to a four-lane facility with a continuous center turn lane. Within the proposed project area, the 
five-lane section would consist of two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction, with a 14- foot 
continuous center turn lane separating directions of travel. In addition, concrete curb and gutter, 
six-foot sidewalks, and five-foot bike lanes are also proposed. The proposed usual right-of-way 
width would be 120-feet within the proposed project limits. The majority of the widening of Frate 
Barker is proposed to be on the south side of the existing facility. By improving this road, Travis 
County is proposing an upgraded Frate Barker corridor that will work more effectively and safely 
for the traveling public and its local users on their way home, to work, and to play. 
 
As well as the "no build" alternative, the project partners identified two potential build 
alternatives:  
 

Alternative 1 would eliminate the live oak tree that stands near the intersection of Frate 
Barker and Marcus Abrams Boulevard. This alternative proposes 7.55 acres of new 
right-of-away, and it would also result in one commercial displacement; but no residential 
displacements.  
 
Alternative 3 is identical to Alternative 1 except that it would construct the proposed 
roadway to the south of the live oak tree, in an attempt to preserve the tree. This 
alternative proposes 7.85 acres of new right-of-way, and it would result in one 
commercial displacement and one residential displacement. 

 
Although the type of impacts that would result from Alternatives 1 and 3 differ, they are similar in 
terms of severity and magnitude. Both alternatives satisfy the project’s need and purpose, and 
neither alternative provides a distinct benefit when compared to the other. For all these reasons, 
both Alternatives 1 and 3 remained candidates for the preferred alternative and a decision 
would be made by the project partners following the Public Hearing and evaluation of public 
comment.  
 
PURPOSE AND NEED OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT:  
The purpose for the proposed project is to improve mobility and enhance safety.  Existing traffic 
congestion resulting from increased traffic volumes indicates a need to provide additional 
capacity on Frate Barker.  Also, as traffic volumes have increased, the crash rate has gone up; 
therefore, indicating a need for refuge for vehicles slowing in the travel lane to make turns from 
Frate Barker.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT APPROVAL:  
FHWA approved the draft EA as “Satisfactory for Further Processing” on December 28, 2010, 
thereby allowing the project partners to conduct a Public Hearing.  
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NOTICES AND ARTICLES:  
Legal notices of the Public Hearing were published in the following newspapers: The Austin 
American Statesman on February 1 and 21, 2011 (English notice); and in the ¡ahora sí! on 
January 27 and February 17, 2011 (Spanish notice)(Appendix A).   
 
Invitations to the Public Hearing were mailed to public and elected officials, and the notice was 
mailed to over 200 project stakeholders, including the adjacent property owners. The project 
partners also posted the notice on the Travis County and TxDOT websites.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE AND PLACE:  
The Public Hearing was held on Thursday March 3, 2011, at the Bowie High School Cafeteria 
located at 4103 Slaughter Lane West in the city of Austin in Travis County, Texas. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
Approximately 29 people, including one staff representative of Senator Wentworth, registered 
their attendance at the Public Hearing.  Fifteen (15) representatives from Travis County, 
TxDOT, and HNTB were also in attendance.  Sign in sheets from the hearing are included in 
Appendix B. 
 
CONDUCTED BY:  Introductions and Hearing Format 

John Hurt, TxDOT Austin District - Public Information Officer 
Description of the Proposed Improvements 

Dustin Elliott, P.E., HNTB 
Environmental Assessment Overview 

Michelle Dippel, HNTB 
   Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation Assistance 
    Bob Harwood, TxDOT Austin District – Right-of-Way 
 
EXHIBITS AND HANDOUTS:  
Project schematics, draft Environmental Assessment, and booklets entitled The Purchase of 
Right-of-Way and Relocation Assistance were available for review. Handouts included:  a 
welcome letter, an agenda, a project overview, a project location map, typical sections, 
information about right-of-way acquisition and relocation assistance, and a comment form.  
Copies of the handouts and photos of the hearing are located in Appendices C and D. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
Two (2) oral comments were presented during the Public Hearing.  The hearing transcript is 
included in Appendix E.  Thirty (30) written comments were received by the close of the public 
comment period, Monday, March 14, 2011. Written comments were submitted during the Public 
Hearing or mailed, emailed, or faxed to Travis County. 
 
SUMMARY: The majority of the comments include statements supporting a build alternative 
(Appendix F).  Twenty two (22) comments include support for Alternative 1, six (6) comments 
include support for Alternative 3 and two (2) comments include suggestions for an additional 
build alternative that would not provide additional capacity.  The suggested build alternative is 
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two travel lanes divided by turn bays and medians.  Two (2) of the comments indicate that Frate 
Barker should not be improved, i.e. the No Build alternative.   
 
The comments included information regarding travel patterns, high traffic volumes, vehicle 
crashes, vehicle speed, and pedestrian/community use of adjacent roadways/land.  Two travel 
pattern comments were in regards to Frate Barker providing local residential use only and two 
travel pattern comments supported the project planner’s assessment that Frate Barker is used 
by residents outside the areas adjacent to Frate Barker.  The one comment on high traffic 
volumes supports the assessment that traffic volumes are increasing in the area as populations 
have increased.  The three comments on crashes on Frate Barker express concerns regarding 
the safety of the road without a turn lane.  Excessive vehicle speed mentioned in two of the 
comments could be associated with the crashes that have occurred in the area.  One of the 
comments indicated pedestrian/community use of roadways/properties adjacent to Frate Barker.  
The safety of Frate Barker was mentioned in ten of the comments.  Five of the safety comments 
included reference to the oak tree, which is located in the clear zone of Frate Barker, as a 
hazard.  Four safety comments were associated with the distance of the travel lanes from the 
homes along Frate Barker.  Four comments suggested mitigation for the travel lanes being 
moved closer to residents be provided in the form of a wall located along the right-of-way.  
Twelve of the comments contained instruction to consider removal of the tree instead of 
relocation of a residence and a business.  Three comments included concerns regarding the 
aesthetics of the roadway.  The aesthetics of Frate Barker were characterized as being the oak 
tree and proposed landscaping and lighting.  Two comments were in regards to anticipated 
reduced property values due to improvements to Frate Barker.  The value of the properties was 
associated with the distance of the travel lanes from the residences. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
As a result of the analysis of various factors including engineering design considerations, project 
cost, relocation impacts and input provided by the public during the public hearing process, the 
project partners are moving Alternative 1 forward as the recommended preferred alternative for 
FHWA approval.  
 
Alternative 1 received the most public support during the public involvement process.  
Additionally, Alternative 1 also addresses many of the concerns expressed by the public. 
Comments received included concerns regarding travel patterns, high traffic volumes, vehicle 
crashes, vehicle speed, population growth, and pedestrian/community use of adjacent 
roadways/land.  Additionally, concerns were expressed regarding the project’s distance from 
homes and aesthetic recommendations were also made. Alternative 1 addresses high traffic 
volumes in the area, population growth, as well as safety concerns by adding capacity and 
providing a refuge lane for turning movements on the roadway.  The inclusion of sidewalks and 
bike lanes address concerns regarding pedestrian and community use of the facility, and further 
design will consider aesthetic options. The proposed project meets the Purpose and Need, as 
stated in the environmental document, while avoiding, minimizing, and mitigating potentially 
adverse impacts. The project is recommended for approval as a "Finding of No Significant 
Impact." 
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ORAL COMMENTS: 
 
Tammi Schrager commented in support of either Alternative 3 or the No Build Alternative and 
her comments appear to be focused on Alternative 1.  Ms. Schrager commented on the need for 
improved safety of pedestrians and travelers.  She states that many pedestrians walk in the 
area.  She discussed travel patterns that indicate use of Frate Barker by residents living south.  
She noted that there have been multiple crashes on Frate Barker.  Ms. Schrager attributed the 
level of safety to the distance between her house and the roadway.  She commented that the 
proposed roadway would be half the current distance closer to her house and that the project 
would devalue her property.  She suggested that fencing along the right-of-way would mitigate 
the reduced safety resulting from moving the roadway closer to residences. Ms. Schrager 
commented in support of keeping the oak tree from being removed. She suggested that a fence 
or a stone fence be built around the tree.  
 

Response: 
By improving the road with additional travel lanes, a center turn lane, sidewalks and bike 
lanes, Frate Barker will be safer for the traveling public including pedestrians/bicyclists 
and its local users. Although the facility will be widened, the travel lanes would be the 
same distance to the residences under Alternative 1 as under Alternative 3.  The 6-foot 
wide sidewalks would provide a facility for pedestrian use that replaces the grassy swale 
currently being used. Improving non-highway transportation infrastructure, specifically 
addressing safety can positively affect property values.  Fencing of the right-of-way has 
been considered; however, it would impede the direct access to the bike/ped facility for 
residents that currently have direct access to the roadway.   

 
Sharon Morgan also presented a comment indicating a preference for Alternative 1. Ms. 
Morgan commented that the proposed right-of-way acquisition from the family’s business under 
Alternative 1, Denham Overhead Door Company was preferable to the displacement of the 
business as proposed under Alternative 3.  She requested that further explanation and details 
regarding the acquisition be provided. She stated that increased traffic supports the need for 
improvements and that the tree would decrease safety if it remains in place.   

 
Response: 
Your comments are consistent with conclusions made for the choosing Alternative 1 as 
the preferred alternative.  If your questions have not been answered, please contact 
Chiddi N’Jie at (512) 854-9383 for further information regarding real property acquisition. 

 
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS: 
 
Sharon Morgan (see Ms. Morgan’s verbal comment). 
 
Response: (see the response to Ms. Morgan’s verbal comment) 
 
Sarah Akroosh indicated a preference for Alternative 1. Ms. Akroosh commented that her 
family coaches baseball on the Denham property, which would be impacted if Alternative 3 was 
selected. 
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Response: 
Displacement of a residence and a business could have an effect on the community and 
your comments are consistent with conclusions made for the development of Alternative 
1 as the preferred alternative.  

 
Nils and Helen Bagge commented in support of the No Build Alternative  Mr. Bagge noted his 
concern about the proposed project increasing cut through traffic in the neighborhood and 
increasing road noise Mr. Bagge commented in support of keeping the oak tree from being 
removed. He also noted that the proposed project seems unnecessary as it serves to increase 
traffic capacity between Manchaca and Brodie, which are already congested roadways. He 
states that FM 1626 already connects Manchaca and Brodie sufficiently. If Brodie is widened, 
he states, then widening Frate Barker would be sensible. Finally, Mr. Bragge supports the 
addition of a center turn lane, sidewalks, and bike lanes on Frate Barker and indicated that 
additional capacity on Frate Barker is not needed.   
 

Response: 
Project planners, including those at the Capital Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
considered existing and future traffic volumes on Frate Barker and the connecting 
roadways when assessing the need for added capacity on Frate Barker.  The data 
indicates there is a need for additional capacity on Frate Barker.  Planners found that 
existing and future travel patterns also warranted the need for added capacity on Frate 
Barker.  FHWA traffic noise modeling software was used to calculate existing and 
predicted traffic noise levels in the project area. Based on FHWA guidelines and 
modeling the Frate Barker project would not result in a traffic noise impact.   

 
Isam Bandak commented in support of Alternative 1. Mr. Bandak suggested that Travis County 
take the following items for consideration:  
(1) add continuous lighting within the project limits for safety. The County could enter into 
negotiations with the City of Austin to develop a cost-sharing strategy that allows for future 
continuous lighting. At a minimum, he suggests that the County provide the underground 
infrastructure such as conduits and boxes.   
(2)  reserve a vegetated buffer free of utilities that can be used in the future for enhancing the 
corridor through plants and landscaping 
 

Response: 
Existing lighting along the roadway would be maintained.  Landscaping as required 
under state guidelines would be provided. 

 
Charles R. Bowden indicated preference for the No Build Alternative by checking the box on 
the comment form.  
 

Response: 
The No Build alternative has not identified as a preferred alternative because there is a 
need to improve safety and mobility on Frate Barker.  Existing and future estimates of 
use indicate that safety and mobility would be greatly reduced if no improvements are 
made to the roadway.  
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Mary Bowden commented in support of Alternative 1 as the first choice or the No Build 
Alternative as the second choice. Ms. Bowden commented on the growth in the area that has 
resulted in reduced safety, specifically noting that she had seen multiple wrecks and cars 
speeding down the existing road. She noted that the tree should be removed for safety reasons 
and as a favorable alternative compared with losing her property.  
 

Response: 
Project planners concur that growth in the area has resulted in increased traffic volumes 
that result in reduced safety.  Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed 
improvements on Frate Barker to improve safety and minimize impacts to local resident 
and business owners.  

 
Paul Bowden commented in support of Alternative 1. Mr. Bowden noted that the tree should be 
removed for safety reasons.  
 

Response: 
Project planners concur that Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed 
improvements on Frate Barker to improve safety and minimize impacts to local resident 
and business owners.  

 
Roy B. Bowden indicated a preference for the No Build Alternative by checking the box on the 
comment form.  Mr. Bowden commented on the growth in the area that has resulted in reduced 
safety and congestion; specifically vehicular crashes due to an increase in traffic volumes, cars 
speeding, and trees located within the clear zone of roadways.  He also indicated that growth in 
the area was permitted over the recharge zone [of the Edwards Aquifer], which he surmised 
indicates that project planners are not concerned about impacts to the aquifer.  He indicated 
additional roadways such as [State] Highway 45 would reduce congestion instead of proposed 
improvements on Frate Barker.  He noted that the tree should be removed for safety reasons 
and suggested that mitigation for removal could be provided with the re-planting of the tree in a 
park. Mr. Bowden noted that the tree should be removed or replanted in another spot, and that 
the tree removal is a favorable alternative compared with taking a person's property/business. 
He included a news article from the Austin American Statesman regarding a man's fatal 
accident with a tree. He noted his concern about cars speeding down the existing road. Mr. 
Bowden asks that instead of widening Frate Barker, that SH 45 SW be built as a transportation 
improvement that will provide relief to the congestion in south Austin. He stated that this 
proposed project will only increase congestion. As neighbors are seeing a number of large new 
subdivisions underway, traffic will increase and impacts to the recharge zone will increase.  
 

Response: 
Project planners concur that growth in the area has resulted in increased traffic volumes 
that result in reduced safety and congestion.  Project planners, including those at the 
Capital Metropolitan Planning Organization, considered existing and future traffic 
volumes on Frate Barker and the connecting roadways including the proposed State 
Highway 45 when assessing the need for improvements on Frate Barker.  The location 
of objects within a clear zone of roadways is allowed at certain design speeds.  
However, the oak tree has been recognized by project planners as a safety issue and 
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would be removed under Alternative 1.  Replanting of trees this large is not always 
successful.  The cost to replant was considered prohibitive when weighed against the 
chance that the tree would not survive.  The proposed project on Frate Barker would be 
in compliance with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s Edwards Aquifer 
Rules that regulate development within the recharge zone and to certain activities within 
the transition zone and to discharges ten miles upstream of the recharge zone within the 
aquifer’s contributory watersheds.  Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed 
improvements on Frate Barker to improve safety and reduce congestion while 
minimizing impacts to local residents and business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation. 
 

 
Theo Wayne Bowden indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the 
comment form.  He noted that the tree should be removed as a favorable alternative compared 
with losing his property. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.  

 
Joe Christian indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form.  
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local resident and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation. 
 

Lawrence D. Clark commented in support of the No Build Alternative. He noted that the main 
traffic issue in the area is heading north on Brodie in the a.m. peak hour and heading south on 
Brodie in the p.m. peak hour; the proposed project, he stated, does not alleviate this problem. 
The advantage of the proposed project, he stated, is getting to south east Austin from the Shady 
Hollow neighborhoods. He commented that the scope of the proposed project far exceeds what 
is necessary. He is in support of improvements to Frate Barker that make travel in the 
neighborhood more convenient. Finally, he commented that Frate Barker should be widened 
and extended as an arterial connector when SH 45 SW is built. 

 
Response: 
Project planners, including those at the Capital Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
considered existing and future traffic volumes on Frate Barker and the connecting 
roadways including the proposed State Highway 45 when assessing the need for 
improvements on Frate Barker.  Proposed improvements would meet the purpose of the 
proposed improvements on Frate Barker to improve safety and reduce congestion on 
Frate Barker.  

 
Charline Denham indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form.  Ms. Denham noted that the tree should be removed or replanted in another spot. 



COMMENT AND RESPONSE REPORT  

Federal Highway Administration / Travis County / TxDOT Austin District 
Frate Barker Road: From Brodie Lane to Manchaca Road 
CSJ: 0914-04-242 
Project Number: STP 2007 (648) MM 

 

Page 5 
 

 
Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local resident and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.  Replanting of trees this large is not 
always successful.  The cost to replant was considered prohibitive when weighed 
against the chance that the tree would not survive. 

 
Philip Douk indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment form. 

 
Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.    

 
Tayrn Ficke indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form. Ms. Ficke commented on Frate Barker as being part of the area roadway network and that 
proposed improvements are needed.  She supports the inclusion of the center turn lane.  Ms. 
Ficke indicated the turn lane would improve mobility by keeping traffic moving.  Ms. Ficke 
suggested that landscaping between the sidewalk and right-of-way could mitigate the removal of 
the oak tree.  
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.  Landscaping will be completed according 
to state and city requirements. 

 
Ben Figueroa indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form. Mr. Figueroa commented on his family’s ownership of Denham Overhead Doors and the 
use of the family owned baseball field by the community.  Mr. Figueroa noted that the tree 
should be removed for safety reasons and as a favorable alternative compared with relocation 
of the family owned business, Denham Overhead Doors.  He suggested relocation of the tree. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.  Replanting of trees this large is not 
always successful.  The cost to replant was considered prohibitive when weighed 
against the chance that the tree would not survive. 

 
Christopher Figueroa indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the 
comment form. Mr. Figueroa noted that the tree should be removed as a favorable alternative 
compared with acquisition of property or relocation of businesses.  
 

Response: 
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Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners.  

 
Debbie Figueroa indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the 
comment form. Ms. Figueroa noted that the tree should be removed as a favorable alternative 
compared with the relocation of the family owned business [Denham Overhead Doors] and 
acquisition of the family owned baseball field. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners.  

 
Kourosh Hafezi indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form and commented that it is a favorable alternative to displacing residents.  
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners.  

 
Brian Hendley indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form.  Mr. Hendley indicated the [family owned] business and practice field should remain.  
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners  

 
Kris Kubec indicated a preference for Alternative 3 by checking the box on the comment form. 
Mr. Kubec commented in support of any alternative if it includes keeping the oak tree. He also 
stated that the No Build Alternative is preferable to removal of the oak tree. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to vegetation.  
Replanting of trees this large is not always successful.  The cost to replant was 
considered prohibitive when weighed against the chance that the tree would not survive. 

 
Gail Jackson indicated a preference for the Alternative 3 by checking the box on the comment 
form1. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.  
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Shanna Lea indicated a preference for Alternative 3 by checking the box on the comment form.  
Ms. Lea commented in support of Alternative 3. Ms. Lea requests that a stone fence at least 6 
feet tall be installed along the Rancho Alto subdivision property line to eliminate the risk of 
having a vehicle accidently drive homes. This wall would also help with reducing noise and air 
pollution as well as maintain property values. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 3 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce the probability of run-off-the-road crashes.  The proposed 
improvements would provide a buffer in the form of a sidewalk, curb, and shoulder 
between the travel lanes and the existing solid wooden fencing along the right-of-way.  
As safety is improved, project planners have noted that property values are maintained.  
An air and noise analysis was completed and the proposed improvements would not 
affect traffic noise or air quality.  Fencing of the right-of-way has been considered; 
however, it would impede the direct access to the bike/ped facility for residents that 
currently have direct access to the roadway.   

 
Dr. TF Martin indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local residents and 
business owners, the aquifer, and vegetation.  

 
Joe Willie McAllister commented in support of the project and in support of whichever 
alignment is favored by the majority of property owners. Mr. McAllister commented as the 
authorized agent for Gypsum Management.  
 

Response: 
Your comments are duly noted.  

 
Ymelda Morales commented on the safety of the proposed project, specifically that the road 
would be closer to residences.  Ms. Morales suggested a fence would mitigate the reduced 
safety.  Ms. Morales commented that traffic volumes do not indicate there is a need for added 
capacity on Frate Barker.  She stated her preference for a three lane section with a median.  
 

Response: 
The proposed travel lanes under Alternative 1 would be the same distance from the 
edge of the right-of-way as Alternative 3.  13 feet of the existing grassy swale buffer 
between the travel lanes and the right-of-way would be replaced with a bike lane, curb 
and sidewalk. Fencing of the right-of-way has been considered; however, it would 
impede the direct access to the bike/ped facility for residents that currently have direct 
access to the roadway.   Project planners have determined that based on current and 
projected traffic volumes; there is a need for additional capacity on Frate Barker.  A three 
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lane facility divided with a median was considered; however, it would not meet the need 
to add capacity and therefore improve mobility. 

 
David Morgan indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form. Mr. Morgan noted that the tree should be removed for safety reasons and as a favorable 
alternative compared with a displacement.  
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local resident and 
business owners.  

 
Chris Nappi indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form. Mr. Nappi commented that traffic volumes do not indicate there is a need for added 
capacity on Frate Barker.  Mr. Nappi described travel patterns in the area and commented that 
in his opinion they do not include Frate Barker as a primary route.  He stated his preference for 
a three lane section with a median and bike/ped facility.  He commented on the safety of the 
proposed project, specifically that the road would be closer to residences and suggested a 
replacing the wooden fence with a solid wall would mitigate the reduced safety.    
 

Response: 
Project planners have determined that based on current and projected traffic volumes, 
there is a need for additional capacity on Frate Barker.  13 feet of the existing grassy 
swale buffer between the travel lanes and the right-of-way would be replaced with a bike 
lane, curb and sidewalk. Replacement of the existing solid wooden fence and stone 
columns has been considered; however, it would impede the direct access to the 
bike/ped facility for residents that currently have direct access to the roadway.  A three 
lane facility divided with a median was considered; however, it would not meet the need 
to add capacity and therefore improve mobility. Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of 
the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to improve safety and reduce congestion 
while minimizing impacts to local residents and business owners. 
 

Ron Schott indicated a preference for Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment form. 
Mr. Schott noted that the tree should be removed as a favorable alternative for safety reasons. 
 

Response: 
Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local resident and 
business owners.  

 
Tiffany Smith indicated a preference for the Alternative 1 by checking the box on the comment 
form. Ms. Smith noted that the tree should be removed as a favorable alternative to impacting 
property and business owners. 
 

Response: 
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Alternative 1 would meet the purpose of the proposed improvements on Frate Barker to 
improve safety and reduce congestion while minimizing impacts to local resident and 
business owners.  

 
Craig F Wojtowicz indicated a preference for Alternative 3 by checking the box on the 
comment form. Mr. Wojtowicz commented in support of keeping the oak tree from being 
removed. He also requested that a wall be built between homes and the roadway for noise and 
safety reasons. 
 

Response: 
The proposed improvements include replacing 13 feet of the existing grassy swale buffer 
between the travel lanes and the right-of-way with a bike lane, curb and sidewalk.  This 
will provide the appropriate traffic barrier required by roadway design standards.  
Fencing would prevent access to the roadway that residents currently have.  
Landscaping would be provided according to state and city requirements.   
 
FHWA traffic noise modeling software was used to calculate existing and predicted 
traffic noise levels in the project area. Based on FHWA guidelines and modeling the 
Frate Barker project would not result in a traffic noise impact. 
 

 


