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Project Overview
Why improvements are needed for SH 71:  
State Highway 71 (SH 71) is one of Austin’s most important roadways. It provides connectivity to other major roadways, 
the Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (ABIA), Bastrop and other central Texas communities. The SH 71 Express 
Project is one of several improvements intended to complete a highway upgrade to SH 71 between I-35 and SH 130. 
The project is dedicated to improving mobility along SH 71 in a safe, efficient, and reliable manner. If the project is 
completed, it would allow drivers to travel about 15 miles along the corridor from Loop 1 (MoPac Expressway) to 
ABIA and SH 130 without having to stop at a traffic signal. This project would also include improvements to make the 
area more pedestrian and bicycle friendly. Ultimately, the SH 71 Express Project would help alleviate congestion and 
reduce travel time for motorists.  

Improvements under consideration:
n	 Adding two new toll lanes (one in each 

direction) from Presidential Boulevard to SH 130 

n	 Improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities

n	 Constructing bridges over FM 973 and SH 130 
and connecting ramps between the new toll 
lanes and the mainlanes of SH 71 and SH 130

n	 Widening SH 71 between  
Presidential Boulevard and FM 973

n	 Maintaining the same number of  
existing non-toll lanes
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Anticipated Schedule

2013 2014 2015 2016

August 13, 2013 
First Open House

2013 through 2014 
Ongoing public involvement

Summer 2014 
Public Hearing 

Summer 2014 
Anticipated environmental finding

Winter 2014 
Anticipated construction begins

Winter 2016
Anticipated open to traffic



Project Benefits
Addressing growing congestion along SH 71

Anyone who commutes or has traveled on SH 71 in the Austin area knows this is a very congested roadway. Since 1990, traffic 
has increased by 158 percent; however, no significant improvements have been made to the roadway at this location. Currently, 
the traffic volume along SH 71 is 58,000 vehicles per day. The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization projects that in 
2035 traffic volume will reach at least 70,000 vehicles per day. 

Reducing costs associated with driving in traffic 

Wasted fuel, vehicle wear and tear, and other maintenance costs stemming from the current SH 71 congestion are estimated at 
$15 million per year. By 2036, these costs are expected to grow to $60 million annually if no action is taken.  It is anticipated that 
the SH 71 Express Project would reduce these costs to $10 million per year over 20 years, resulting in an estimated cumulative 
savings of approximately half a billion dollars.*

Improving Travel Times 

Before interim improvements were implemented, the section of SH 71 at FM 973 produced delays of about 2,500 vehicle hours 
daily. Preliminary estimates indicate the project would reduce travel time by 16 percent in 2016 and 54 percent in 2026.*

*TxDOT 2013 Preliminary Project Benefit Assessment

Project Location
The SH 71 Express Project begins at Presidential Boulevard at ABIA and extends east for approximately three miles, ending at 
SH 130 near Onion Creek. The project would include overpasses at FM 973 and SH 130. 

SH 71 is one of Austin’s major east-west urban corridors and one of two intercity highways that connects Austin to Houston. 
It provides direct access to ABIA and the new Circuit of the Americas Formula One race track and entertainment center. As a 
commuter corridor, SH 71 provides Del Valle, Bastrop, and other communities southeast of the city with direct access to Austin 
metro jobs.

Project Background
A 1988 Environmental Impact Statement identified the need to improve SH 71 from an urban street to a highway facility from 
RM 1826 in Oak Hill to FM 973 near ABIA. Although TxDOT developed improvement plans, lack of funding postponed efforts 
to complete all of the proposed upgrades. In September 2011, the realignment of FM 973 received environmental clearance 
from the Federal Highway Administration. The reconstruction and realignment of FM 973 could be incorporated into the SH 71 
Express Project.

Other SH 71 corridor improvements include:

n	 Construct new interchange at Riverside Drive

n	 Remove Thornberry Road traffic signal

n	 Make operational improvements from US 183 to Spirit of Texas Drive

n	 Work on US 183 South/Bergstrom Expressway project

n	 Construct continuous flow intersection at US 290

n	 Upgrade to five-lane section in three locations: Vail Divide to RM 3238; Southwest 
Parkway to Covered Bridge; and Williamson Creek to Scenic Brook

Contact Information
For general project information and inquiries,  
or to be placed on a mailing list to receive regular updates,  
please contact:

Marisabel Ramthun 
TxDOT SH 71 Express Project Manager
(512) 832-7216 or Marisabel.Ramthun@txdot.gov

 

For media inquiries, please contact:

Kelli Reyna
TxDOT Public Information Officer
(512) 832-7060 or Kelli.Reyna@txdot.gov


