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30-Day Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
STATE HIGHWAY (SH) 71 EXPRESS
From Presidential Boulevard to SH 130

Travis County

On Tuesday, April 1, 2014, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), in cooperation
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the Central Texas Regional Mobility
Authority (Mobility Authority) will conduct a Public Hearing to discuss improvements to SH 71
from Presidential Boulevard to SH 130.

The Public Hearing will be held at the Del Valle Opportunity Center, 5301-B Ross Road, Del
Valle, Texas 78617. The Public Hearing will begin with an open house from 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
During this time, displays of proposed improvements and other project information will be
available for review. Project team members will be available during this time to answer questions.
At 6:30 p.m., a formal presentation will be given followed by a public comment period.

The SH 71 Express Project, if implemented as proposed, would add two new toll lanes (one in
each direction) from Presidential Boulevard to SH 130, build an overpass at Farm-to-Market
Road (FM) 973, construct a bridge over SH 130, connect ramps between the new toll lanes and
the existing travel lanes of SH 71 and SH 130, and widen SH 71 between Presidential Boulevard
and FM 973. Additional proposed improvements include a non-signalized turnaround on
westbound SH 71 at Presidential Boulevard to allow for eastbound access, as well as bicycle and
pedestrian paths on the north and south sides of SH 71.

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic flow, mobility, and vehicle and
pedestrian safety within the SH 71 corridor while effectively managing congestion. The proposed
improvements would improve access to Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (ABIA) and also
accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared, which describes the project’s potential
impacts to the social, economic and natural environments and also includes schematic drawings
and typical sections of the proposed improvements.

No right-of-way acquisition is required. The proposed project does not encroach on a floodplain,
wetland, or a sole-source aquifer recharge zone.

Exhibits showing the proposed improvements will be displayed at the Public Hearing.
Preliminary project layouts, the draft EA document, and other information concerning the project
are available for review prior to the hearing at SH71Express and at TXDOT Austin District, 7901
North 1-35 Austin, Texas 78753.

The Public Hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the Public
Hearing who have special communication or accommodation needs are requested to contact Mr.
Jon Geiselbrecht, at (512) 832-7218 at least 10 business days prior to the Public Hearing so that
appropriate arrangements may be made. TXDOT will make every reasonable effort to
accommodate communication or accessibility needs.


http://www.sh71express.com/
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All interested citizens are encouraged to attend the Public Hearing and provide input on the
proposed project. Verbal or written comments may be presented at the Public Hearing. Written
comments not submitted at the Public Hearing may also be submitted by visiting
www.SH71Express.com and clicking on the “Contact Us” tab. When submitting an official
comment via the website, citizens should select “Official Comment” to ensure inclusion of their
comment in the Public Hearing record. In addition, written comments may be mailed TxDOT
Austin District Environmental Coordinator, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426, or faxed
to (512) 832-7157. Written comments not submitted at the Public Hearing must be received by
Friday, April 11, 2014, in order to be included in the Public Hearing record.
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