
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Frate Barker Road  

 From Brodie Lane to Manchaca Road 
Travis County 

 
On March 3, 2011, Travis County, in coordination with the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), will conduct a 
Public Hearing to discuss plans to improve Frate Barker Road between Brodie Lane 
and Manchaca Road in Travis County. 
 
The Public Hearing will be held at the Bowie High School Cafeteria located at 4103 
West Slaughter Lane in Austin, Texas. The Public Hearing will begin with an open 
house from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. During this time, displays of the proposed 
improvements and other project information will be available for review. Project team 
members will be available during this time to answer questions. At 7:00 p.m., a 
presentation will be given, followed by a public comment period. 
 
The limits of the proposed improvements extend from Brodie Lane to Manchaca Road – 
a distance of approximately 1.3 miles. Within the proposed project limits, the existing 
facility is an undivided, rural roadway consisting of two 12-foot travel lanes and no 
shoulders. The existing right-of-way width varies from 50 to 95 feet, with a usual width 
of 70 feet. The purpose of the proposed project is to improve mobility and enhance 
safety on Frate Barker Road. The need for the proposed project is for safety 
improvements; wider travel lanes and the separation of travel lanes due to current and 
projected increased traffic volume.  
 
Proposed improvements would involve upgrading Frate Barker from a two-lane rural 
facility to a four-lane facility with a continuous center turn lane. Within the proposed 
project area, the five-lane section would consist of two 12-foot travel lanes in each 
direction, with a 14-foot continuous center turn lane separating directions of travel. In 
addition, concrete curb and gutter, six-foot sidewalks, and five-foot bike lanes are also 
proposed. The proposed usual right-of-way width would be 120-feet within the proposed 
project limits. 
 
The two preferred alternatives are designated as Alternatives 1 and 3. Alternative 1 
would eliminate a 30” diameter-at-breast-height live oak tree near the intersection of 
Frate Barker and Marcus Abrams Boulevard, while Alternative 3 would construct the 
proposed roadway to the south of the 30” live oak tree, in an attempt to preserve the 
tree.  
 
New right-of-way required for the improvements is between 7 and 8 acres depending on 
the alternative.  In addition, Alternative 1 would result in one commercial displacement 
and no residential displacements, while Alternative 3 would result in one commercial 
and one residential displacement. The acquisition of properties and relocation 
assistance for displaced residential and business property owners would be conducted 
in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 
Policies Act of 1970, as amended. Information about TxDOT’s right-of-way acquisition 
and relocation assistance program will be available at the Public Hearing.  
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The recommended preferred alternative will be determined after the Public Hearing is 
conducted, and input received through the public involvement process has been 
evaluated. The final Environmental Assessment for the proposed improvements to Frate 
Barker Road will identify the recommended preferred alternative. 
 
There is no potential habitat for federal and/or state listed endangered or threatened 
species within the project limits. The proposed project would encroach upon a floodplain 
and a sole-source aquifer recharge zone. An unnamed tributary of Bear Creek is 
located in the 100-year floodplain within the project limits. This tributary lies within the 
Barton Springs Segment of the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone. The portions of the 
proposed project, which are located over the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone, would 
require a Water Pollution Abatement Plan approved by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality prior to construction. Inclusion of a water quality facility is 
proposed. Additionally, although the project is unlikely to adversely impact the Barton 
Springs Salamander, due to the project’s location in relation to the Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone, informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding 
the species is required.  Alternatives 1 and 3 would potentially result in wetland impacts 
at the crossing of the unnamed tributary of Bear Creek. The jurisdictional crossing within 
the project area would be permitted under the Nationwide Permit (NWP) #14 – Linear 
Transportation Projects. Preconstruction notification (PCN) to the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers would be required in conjunction with NWP #14 for permanent fill in 
wetlands for the build alternatives. The proposed project would not require the 
acquisition of public land designated and used as a park, recreation area, wildlife 
refuge, historic or cultural site, agricultural conservation easement, or scientific area. 
 
The draft environmental document, design schematics, and other information 
concerning the project are available for review at the Travis County Transportation and 
Natural Resources office (located at 411 W. 13th Street, 11th Floor, Austin, Texas 
78701) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. These 
materials will also be available for review at the Public Hearing.  
 
The Public Hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the 
Public Hearing who require auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters, are 
requested to contact Mr. Chiddi N’Jie, Travis County, Senior Project Manager, at (512) 
854-7585, fax (512) 854-4626, or email chiddi.n’jie@co.travis.tx.us at least five business 
days prior to the Public Hearing so that appropriate arrangements may be made. Travis 
County will make every reasonable effort to accommodate communication or 
accessibility needs.  
 
All interested citizens are encouraged to attend the Public Hearing and provide input on 
the project. Verbal and written comments may be presented at the Public Hearing. 
Written comments not submitted at the Public Hearing may also be submitted to: Mr. 
Chiddi N'Jie at Travis County TNR, P.O. Box 1748, Austin, Texas 78767, by fax at (512) 
854-4626, or by email at chiddi.n’jie@co.travis.tx.us. All comments received by March 
14, 2011, will be included in the official Public Hearing record. 


