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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS:  The Texas Department of Transportation in corporation with the 
City of San Marcos (the City) and the Federal Highway Administration propose a railroad grade 
separation of State Loop (SL) 82 (Aquarena Springs Drive) between Thorpe Lane (Ln) and Charles 
Austin Drive (Dr).  The grade separation would result in SL 82 passing over the Union Pacific 
Railroad (UPRR) in the City, Hays County, Texas.  Incidental work on Post Road (Rd) between West 
Laurel Street (St) and Bert Brown Rd would also occur with these improvements including the 
replacement of street signs, lighting, and paving.  

The proposed project includes an overpass with two-12-foot travel lanes in each direction with a 4-
foot wide flush median, 5-foot wide outside shoulders, and 1-foot wide concrete rails.  Access roads 
would include a 12-foot wide inner lane and a 14-foot wide outer lane in each direction with 6-foot 
wide sidewalks.   
 
Post Rd would be realigned and widened at its intersection with the proposed west-bound access 
road of SL 82 and include one 14-foot outer lane and one 12-foot inner lane in each direction, with   
6-foot wide sidewalks on each side. The portion of Post Rd north of the realigned area would be 
modified to include a 14-foot wide southbound lane, a 14-foot wide southbound left turn only lane, a 
16-foot wide northbound lane, and a 5-foot wide northbound sidewalk.  
 
The proposed project would also include improvements to an existing 7.11 acres detention basin and 
its associated easement, which is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Charles 
Austin Dr and the UPRR easement.   
 
The proposed project improvements would require approximately 5.5 acres of additional right-of-way 
or easements.  The proposed right-of-way or easement are located on both sides of the entire project 
area and includes both Texas State University (Texas State) and private properties.  Of the 
approximately 5.5 acres of additional right-of-way/easement needed for the proposed project, 
approximately 0.7 acres occur within a recreation area/historic site owned by Texas State.  No 
residential or commercial displacements would result from this project.   
 
PURPOSE AND NEED:  The purpose of the proposed project is to increase mobility and safety by 
providing a means for traffic to travel along SL 82 within the City without the current interruptions 
resulting from daily multiple train crossings.  
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NOTICES AND ARTICLES:  Legal notices were published in the Austin American Statesman in 2013 
on February 19 and March 11, in Ahora Si on February 14 and February 21, and in the San Marcos 
Daily Record on February 19, February 26, March 5 and March 12.  Notifications of the hearing were 
mailed to adjacent property owners, the Mayor of San Marcos, the Hays County judge, and those 
individuals who requested to be included on the Austin District public involvement notification list. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE AND PLACE: Thursday, March 21, 2013 at San Marcos Activity Center, 
501 East Hopkins, in San Marcos, Texas. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Approximately 89 people signed the registration sheets.   
 
EXHIBITS AND PROJECT INFORMATION:  The draft design schematic, three exhibit boards with 
computer generated views of the final project design, and two exhibit boards showing routes to 
Interstate Highway (IH) 35 downtown, Post Rd Access, Texas State Stadium Parking Lot Access—
East, and Strahan Coliseum Parking Lot--West were displayed.  A packet of information was 
distributed that contained a copy of the public hearing announcement including instructions on how to 
submit comments, an agenda, an overview of the proposed project, a location map, the right-of-way 
acquisition and relocation assistance procedures and a comment sheet.    

 
CONDUCTED BY:  

Chris Bishop, TxDOT Public Information Officer 
Introductions and Hearing Format, Greetings and Format of the Hearing 
 
Mark Borenstein, P.E., Project Transportation Engineer 
Technical Presentation, Project History and Description of the Proposed Improvements  
 
Kim Johnson, Blanton and Associates,  
Environmental Presentation, Overview of the Environmental Process  
 
Bob Harwood, TxDOT Assistant District Right-of-Way Agent  
Right-of-way Acquisition and Relocation Assistance 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
Six persons presented oral comments and ten persons submitted written comments, which in some 
cases contained comments on more than one issue.  All comments were received by the close of the 
public comment period on Monday, April 1, 2013.   
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS:  
 

Issue 
Number of 

Comments on 
the Issue 

Summary of Comments 

Congestion 5 
On SL 82 
On Post Rd 
In general 

Environmental 
Impacts 

5 

Natural features 
Traffic noise 
Air quality 
Species 

Access 4 
Charles Austin Dr 
Stadium parking 
Spring Lake Hills neighborhood 

Traffic Management 4 
At West Laurel St 
At Post Road 
Overall traffic flows and studies 

Traffic Volumes 3 
On SL 82 
On Post Rd 

Safety 2 
Turning movements onto Thorpe Ln 
Bridge rails 
Merging from Post Rd onto SL 82 

Cost 2 
Reduce cost by use of generic bridge elements 
Waste of taxpayer money 

Project Support 2 
Overall plan support 
Stormwater management design 

Planning 2 The railroad should be relocated 

Environmental Studies 1 
Requests to review studies 
Type of environmental documentation 

Bicycle Access 1 
Bike lane needed 
Coordination with the City bike route plan. 

Aesthetics 1 
Artist designed river influenced art on the 
overpass 

Capacity 1 Maintain the capacity on Post Rd  

Construction 1 Coordinate with the City 

History 1 Interest in the history of the area. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The responses to the comments indicate that existing proposed plans have addressed the above 
issues.  Therefore, no changes to the proposed project are planned.  The proposed project is 
recommended for approval as a Programmatic Categorical Exclusion. 


