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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
State Loop 82 (Aquarena Springs Drive) Project 
CSJ: 0016-09-033 
 
On Thursday, March 21, 2013, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) in 
cooperation with the City of San Marcos will conduct a public hearing to discuss plans to 
construct a grade separation along State Loop (SL) 82 (Aquarena Springs Drive) 
between West Laurel St. and Post Rd. over the Union Pacific (UP) Railroad (RR) track in 
the City of San Marcos, Hays County, Texas.  Incidental work on LP 82 from Thorpe 
Lane to Charles Austin Drive would also occur with these improvements including the 
replacement of street signs, lighting, and paving. 
 
The public hearing will be held at the City of San Marcos Activity Center, 501 E. 
Hopkins, in San Marcos.  The public hearing will begin with an open house from 6:00 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  During this time, displays of the project area and other project 
information will be available for review and project team members will be present to 
answer questions.  At 6:30 p.m., a formal presentation will be given, followed by a public 
comment period.    
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to increase area mobility and safety by providing 
a means for traffic to travel along SL 82 within the City of San Marcos without the current 
interruptions resulting from daily multiple train crossings.  
 
The project includes constructing a bridge structure to span the existing UPRR to create 
an overpass which would provide two-12-foot travel lanes in each direction that would be 
flush with a four-foot wide median, and include five-foot outside shoulders and one-foot-
wide concrete rails.  Access roads would include a 12-foot inner lane and a 14-foot outer 
lane in each direction with six-foot sidewalks.   
 
Post Road would be realigned and widened at its intersection with the west-bound 
access roads of SL 82 and include one 14-foot and one 12-foot wide lane in each 
direction, with a 2-foot curb and gutter and a 6 foot sidewalk on each side. The portion of 
Post Road north of this intersection would be modified to include  one 12-foot wide 
southbound lane, one 12-foot wide left turn only lane, one 12-foot wide northbound lane, 
with bicycle lane accommodations in both directions.  

The project would also include improvements to an existing 7.11 acre detention basin 
and its associated easement, which is located at the southwest corner of the intersection 
of Charles Austin Drive and the UPRR easement.  
 
The planned maximum right-of-way (ROW) width would be 155 feet. These 
improvements would require approximately 3.06 acres of additional ROW, which would 
be acquired from both sides along the entire project area and include both Texas State 
University and private properties. The project will involve the taking of approximately 1.4 
acres of a recreation area/historic site which is public land. No residential or commercial 
displacements would result from this project. 

The proposed project does not encroach on a floodplain, wetland, or a sole-source 
aquifer recharge zone.  Displays of the proposed roadway design and other information 
concerning the project are available for review at the San Marcos City Hall located at 
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201 E. Parsons Street and also at the TxDOT South Travis Area Office at 9725 S. I-35, 
in Austin. 
 
The public hearing will be conducted in English.  Persons interested in attending the 
public hearing with special communication or physical needs are requested to contact 
Nancy Hyde at the City of San Marcos Engineering Dept. at 512 393-8130 at least 10 
business days prior to the public hearing so that appropriate arrangements may be 
made.  TxDOT and the City of San Marcos will make every reasonable effort to 
accommodate communication or accessibility needs.  
 
All interested citizens are encouraged to attend the public hearing and provide input on 
the project.  Verbal and written comments may be presented at the public hearing.  
Written comments not submitted at the public hearing may be mailed to the TxDOT 
Austin District Environmental Coordinator, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. 
Box 15426, Austin, Texas  78761-5426 or faxed to (512) 832-7157, or e-mailed to 
AUS_loop82@txdot.gov.  All comments received within 10 days after the hearing or by 
Monday, April 1, 2013 will be included in the public hearing record.   


