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HISTORY
In 1988, an environmental impact state-
ment was prepared for SH 71, identifying 
the need for future improvements from 
RM 1826 to FM 973.  

THE PROJECT

•	The SH 71 project will provide additional 
tolled express lanes from Spirit of Texas 
and Presidential Boulevard to just east 
of SH 130.

•	The project also will include the recon-
struction and realignment of the FM 973 
intersections at SH 71 and construct an 
elevated section to be operated as 
express lanes. The access roads would 
function as the non-tolled portion of 
the highway with traffic lights. 

•	Construct a new SH 71 bridge over SH 
130 that will carry both lanes of the 
new expressway.

•	Provide ramps to connect the new 
express lanes and the access lanes of 
SH 71, as well as to SH 130.

STATUS
WHAT WE’VE DONE
The realignment of FM 973 and construc-
tion of at-grade access roads have been 
environmentally cleared.

WHAT WE’RE DOING
The acquisition of 50 right of way parcels 
surrounding the SH 71/ FM 973 intersec-
tion will begin this spring. A Categorical 
Exclusion or an Environmental Assessment 
coordination process for the remainder 
of the proposed roadway improvements 
along SH 71 will likely be required. No 
Right of Way is required for the express 
lane phase of the project. 

WHY?
•	Reduce congestion and improve travel 

time for all motorists using SH 71.
•	Give drivers the choice of using tolled 

express lanes to bypass traffic lights at 
FM 973 and SH 130.

•	 Improve safety.
•	 Increase economic growth.
•	Provide greater access to Austin Inter-

national Bergstrom Airport.

PROJECTED COST
Data Collection, 
Preliminary Engineering

$5 million

Construction Costs $100 million

Acquire ROW (50 parcels) $24 million

Detailed Design (part of 
DB)

$12 million

Utilities TBD

TOTAL (plus utilities TBD) $141 million

FUND SOURCES
TxDOT Design & 
Environmental Funding

$1 million

Federal ROW Funding $20 million

SH 130 Concession  
Agreement $59 million

Pending Additional 
TxDOT Funding (March 
Commission Item)

$60 million

TOTAL (plus utilities TBD) $141 million

MILESTONES
Anticipated Schedule:

–– Environmental Approval: Mid 2014
–– RFP: Mid 2014
–– Contract Execution: Late 2014
–– Construction Complete: Late 2016
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SH 71
AT FM 973
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