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Bay Area 511 Trav eler In for ma tion   
Sys tem Launches Smartphone App
First Application of its Kind in U.S.; Unique Sys tem Con sol i dates In for ma tion from More than 30 Agen cies

 Trav el ers in the San Fran cisco Bay Area
have a new tool to help them find their way
around. The Bay Area’s 511 trav eler infor -
ma tion sys tem has launched its first
smartphone app to help both reg u lar com -
mu ters and vis i tors to the area.

The free 511 Tran sit App is a mul ti -
ple-agency pub lic tran sit trip plan ner that
uses GPS-based loca tion tools. It can pro -
vide door-to-door tran sit trip plan ning and
sched uled depar ture times for tran sit
routes from a per son’s cur rent loca tion or
from a spec i fied loca tion. The app cov ers
720 routes and more than 23,700 tran sit
stops. It can be used for bus, train and ferry
trans por ta tion through out the nine-county
San Fran cisco Bay Area. As a tran sit user
trav els, the app can chart cur rent loca tion
and pro vide infor ma tion about routes,
stops and landmarks along the way.

When walk ing, the app pro vides direc -
tions to and from stops while offer ing
infor ma tion about fares and trans fer fees.
Driv ers can use the app to get real-time
traf fic con di tions on the live traf fic map.
The app also pro vides cur rent driv ing
times for the most pop u lar routes in the
Bay Area.

Craig Noble, a spokes per son for the
Met ro pol i tan Trans por ta tion Com mis sion
(MTC), says the orga ni za tion worked with
i ts  t r ip  plan ner  ven dor ,  Mentz
Datenverarbeitung GmbH (MDV) of
Munich, Ger many to develop the sys tem.
He says MDV has already launched ver -
sions in 15 loca tions in Europe and Aus tra -
lia, but this is its first appli ca tion in the
United States. He notes the Bay Area

Superstreet Design Work ing Well to Reduce
Con ges tion in San Anto nio
Results Are Better Than Expected

The Texas Depart ment of Trans por ta tion
says its new superstreet sys tem on San
Anto nio’s North west Side is yield ing
better than expected results for motor ists.

Typ i cally, a superstreet is cre ated when
cross-street traf fic is pro hib ited from turn -
ing left at an inter sec tion and are required
to turn right, but they can then access a
U-turn to get turned around and headed in
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A right turn along Loop 1604 in San Antonio showing in the distance a sign directing
approaching traffic from a sidestreet (not visible) to turn right and make a u-turn in

place of making a left turn at the intersection. (Photo: Courtesy of TxDOT) )
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sys tem is also unique because it con sol i -
dates infor ma tion from so many agencies.

The 511 Tran sit App pro cesses data

from more than 30 pub lic tran sit agen cies,
includ ing SF Muni, BART, AC Tran sit,
VTA, SamTrans, Caltrain, Golden Gate
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the desired direc tion. This reduces traf fic
sig nal phases and con flicts at the inter sec -
tion which in turn increases capac ity and
safety. 

In San Anto nio, the tar geted area is
along Loop 1604, near Texas 151. Start ing
in phases last year, motor ists were no lon -
ger allowed to turn left onto Loop 1604
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Fitch Af firms AA- Rat ing on Il li nois Tollway
Rev e nue Bonds but Out look Re mains Neg a tive
Con cerns In clude Lower De mand Due to Toll In creases and In creased Debt Bur den; Pos i tive Fac tors Remain

Fitch Rat ings has af firmed its AA- rat ing
on ap prox i mately $4 bil lion in out stand ing
toll high way se nior rev e nue bonds is sued
by the Il li nois State Toll High way Au thor -
ity (ISHTA).

Fitch’s Seth Lehman says the AA- is “a
very strong rat ing for a toll road.” How -
ever, he adds, “We have a neg a tive out look 
which in di cates a pos si bil ity for a down -
grade due to bor row ing plans for their cap -
i tal pro gram. We are eval u at ing whether
the re cent toll in crease will pro vide ad e -
quate toll rev e nues to support the
program.”

Bond rat ings from com pa nies such as
Fitch are im por tant in de ter min ing bor row -
ing costs. As Lehman ex plains, the mar ket
gen er ally re quires a higher in ter est as a rat -
ing is low ered. Fitch con sid ered five key
driv ers in de ter min ing its rat ing and neg a -
tive out look projection for ISHTA:

Fitch says the Il li nois Tollway is an es -
sen tial road net work with sta ble de mand
that pro vides a crit i cal trans por ta tion link
in the Chi cago and North ern Il li nois met -

ro pol i tan area and pro vides key con nec -
tions to in ter state high ways. Toll trans ac -
tions grew in nearly ev ery year since 1974
at a com pound an nual growth rate of two
per cent over 20 years. How ever, it re ports a 
re cent in crease in tolls could lower demand 
in the near term.

The rat ings com pany notes that ISHTA
is le gally al lowed to in crease rates, but fu -
ture toll hikes be yond those al ready ap -
proved could face op po si tion for po lit i cal
or eco nomic rea sons. Pas sen ger tolls
jumped by 87.5 per cent this year and com -
mer cial tolls are sched uled to in crease in
2015 and every year thereafter.

ISHTA is launch ing a 15-year, $12.1 bil -
lion MOVE Il li nois cap i tal pro gram with
fund ing com ing from $4.8 bil lion in new
money is su ances over the next 10 years. The 
rest of the fund ing will come from toll in -
creases. Fitch noted that ISHTA has de liv -
ered its cur rent $5.8 bil lion Con ges tion Re -
lief Pro gram on-time and within bud get.

Fitch says ISHTA’s ab so lute debt bur -
den is large and is ex pected to “in crease

mea sur ably” with the MOVE pro gram.
How ever, it says the au thor ity has a mod -
er ate net debt-to-cash flow avail able for
debt ser vice, and it has strong liquidity.

Fi nally, Fitch re ports that nearly 33
per cent of ISHTA’s out stand ing debt is
vari able rate, with the per cent age drop -
ping to ap prox i mately 21 per cent by 2015. 
The amount is ex pected to con tinue to de -
cline as the au thor ity is sues ap prox i -
mately $4.8 bil lion in fixed-rate debt over
the next 10 years.

Fitch an a lysts say changes in the rat ing
could be trig gered by: toll rev e nues that
meet or miss fore casts dur ing the ini tial
years of the MOVE pro gram; a fail ure to
raise pas sen ger toll rates, if needed; a lack
of sta bil ity in debt in ter est costs or
counterparty risk ex po sure on the au thor -
ity’s vari able rate date; or moves by the
state to re quire cap i tal im prove ments that
are not part of the tollway sys tem with out
pro vid ing revenue to fund the projects.

For more in for ma tion, con tact: Sandro
Scenga a t  (212)  908-0278 or
sandro.scenga@fitchratings.com.

Open road toll ing on the Tri-State Tollway, part of the Il li nois Tollway net work. 
(Photo: Cour tesy of Illinois State Toll Highway Au thor ity)

mailto:sandro.scenga@fitchratings.com
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Some com mu ni ties have em braced road
di ets, a re duc tion in traf fic lanes, as a way
to re duce traf fic speeds and im ple ment
com plete streets el e ments. In Ot tawa, a
pro posed re duc tion in lanes along King
Ed ward Av e nue has fu eled a long-run ning
po lit i cal de bate with no quick end in sight.

A cit i zens group in the Lowertown
area, the King Ed ward Av e nue Task Force, 
has been fight ing for years to have the
six-lane high way that cuts through the
mid dle of its neigh bor hood re duced to four 
lanes. The task force, led by Marc Aubin,
wants the space to be re al lo cated to cre ate a 
grand bou le vard and bike lanes. City plan -
ners ar gue the ex tra lanes are nec es sary to
keep traf fic flow ing with out significant
delays.

The com mu nity got a chance to see
what a four-lane av e nue would be like
when the sec tion be tween Sus sex and
Rideau St. was re duced to four lanes be -
tween 2006 and 2009 for a con struc tion
pro ject. A re port from the task force last
year ar gued that dur ing that con struc tion
pe riod, there were no ma jor de lays on the
avenue.

An in de pend ent con sul tant was called
in to as sess the sit u a tion, and the task force
re ports the con sul tant agreed with its po si -
tion and concluded:

· In fil tra tion of neigh bor hoods by
cut-through traf fic was deemed neg li gi -
ble.

Cit i zen Task Force Spends De cades Fight ing To Re duce the Num ber
of Traf fic Lanes on a High way In Ot tawa from Six to Four 
City Against Lane Reduction

· There are no sig nif i cant dif fer ences in
travel times in the peak morn ing di rec -
tion (south bound) on King Ed ward.

· The av er age in crease in travel time per
ve hi cle (cars, trucks, buses) in the peak
af ter noon di rec tion (north bound) is
about one min ute dur ing a 2.5 hour pe -
riod each day.

· The four-lane op tion re sults in lower lev -
els of pol lu tion and noise along the av e -
nue.

· Pub lic con sul ta tion showed sup port for
the four-lane op tion.

Armed with the con sul tant’s find ings,
Aubin and his group talk of the “be trayal”
they felt last April when their lo cal coun -
cilor, Matthieu Fleu ry, “sided with traf fic
plan ners at the city, and, through his ques -
tions and com ments at the Trans por ta tion
Com mit tee, at tempted to dis credit the pro -
fes sional work of the in de pend ent con sul -
tants on the four-lane study.” Fol low ing
that meet ing, the Ot tawa Cit i zen pub lished
an ed i to rial highly crit i cal of the coun -
cilor’s ac tions.

The city reads the con sul tant’s re port a
bit dif fer ently. It notes the re port in di cated
the lane re duc tion can only be im ple mented
af ter the po ten tial com ple tion of a new In -
ter pro vin cial Cross ing. Mi chael Murr,
from Com mu nity and Sustainability at the
City of Ot tawa, says, “The rea sons for this
are that from an op er a tional per spec tive, in -
ter sec tion- and cor ri dor-level mod el ing

sug gests that im ple ment ing lane re duc -
tions now is not de sir able.” Murr ar gues it
will re sult in “re duced speeds, greater ve -
hi cle travel time, in creased bus travel time
and less bus reliability.”

Ac cord ing to Murr, the con cerns of the
Lowertown res i dents are be ing ad dressed
through a num ber of trans por ta tion mea -
sures de signed to “better serve the lo cal
com mu nity, en hance pub lic safety and
im prove tran sit re li abil ity.” He points to a
south-bound tran sit pri or ity lane (dur ing
the PM peak), on-street park ing in both di -
rec tions at all times ex cept dur ing week -
day peak pe ri ods, a re duc tion in the posted 
speed limit and the in tro duc tion of
permanent radar display boards.

Now that the $50 mil lion King Ed ward
re con struc tion pro ject is wrap ping up,
Murr says traf fic vol umes dur ing peak
hours are re turn ing to their pre-con struc -
tion lev els. An In ter pro vin cial Cross ing
study is un der way, but a new cross ing
could be years away.

For  more in  for  ma t ion,  v is it :
http://www.kingedwardavenue.com/ or
con tact Jocelyne Turner, Me dia Re la tions
at City of Ot tawa, (613) 580-2424, ext.
12832 or jocelyne.turner@ot tawa.ca.King Ed ward Av e nue in Ot tawa dur ing con struc tion with 2 lanes per di rec tion open.

(Photo: Cour tesy of Marc Aubin and the King Ed ward Av e nue Task Force)

King Ed ward Av e nue in Ot tawa af ter 
con struc tion with 3 lanes per di rec tion

open. (Photo: Cour tesy of Marc Aubin and 
the King Ed ward Av e nue Task Force)



© THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION MONITOR, MARCH 30, 2012,  VOL. 26 NO. 2        Page 4

Bus shel ters in the Las Ve gas Val ley will
be tak ing on a new look. The Re gional
Trans por ta tion Com mis sion of South ern
Ne vada (RTC) is sav ing money and set ting 
it self apart from other tran sit agen cies with
uniquely de signed so lar-pow ered tran sit
shel ters.

Carl Scarbrough, tran sit ame ni ties
man ager for the RTC, says tra di tion ally
there has n’t been much choice when it co -
mes to the look of bus shel ters. When the
RTC de cided to go so lar, it also teamed
with a lo cal ar chi tect to de sign a shel ter
with a non-tra di tional wavy roof top to pro -
vide a more aes thet i cally pleas ing look. He 
notes, “The roof is a lit tle higher than tra di -
tional shel ters to min i mize van dal ism, but
the rest is fairly similar.” 

The shel ters will fea ture an ad ki osk,
back and side screens and a dis play for
rider in for ma tion. They’re be ing built with
re cy cla ble ma te ri als and can ac com mo date 
a pas sen ger in a wheel chair or mobility
device.

Scarbrough says it takes about 30 dol -
lars a month to power a bus shel ter that is
con nected to the power grid. That means
the roof top so lar pan els should save tax -
pay ers about $54,000 a year in en ergy
costs. He says the so lar-pow ered shel ters
ini tially cost about $2,000 more than con -
ven tional shel ters, but he es ti mates those
costs can be re cov ered in five years, and
the shel ters have a 20-year life span. The
life time of the so lar bat ter ies is es ti mated
to be 10 years.

So lar pan els on the shel ter’s roof charge 
a se ries of bat ter ies in side the shel ter that
power LED light ing at night. When the
bat ter ies drain to a cer tain level, power to
ad pan els is shut down to main tain bat tery
life. When days are short, the ad pan els
may go dark as early as 11 p.m. Dur ing the
sum mer, they’re ex pected to stay lit all
night. Se cu rity lights stay on when ever it’s
dark. In go ing so lar, the RTC also de cided
to forego tra di tional flu o res cent light ing in
fa vor of LED bulbs, which Scarbrough
notes last lon ger and are cheaper to run. 

Scarbrough says you don’t have to be in 
a sunny lo cale like Las Ve gas to make so lar 
power work for you. “I have seen so lar
work in the north ern U.K. and Scot land

Desert Sun to Power New Bus Shel ters in Las Ve gas
Val ley
So lar-Pow ered Shel ters will Save Money and Pro vide Unique Look

where there is lots of rain. Far north, you
have to lower your power needs, pro vide
more sur face area for so lar pan els and fo -
cus on se cu rity lighting.”

The RTC plans to in stall the 150 shel -
ters by the end of the year. It's start ing with
lo ca tions that cur rently do not have any
shel ter, but plans call for an ad di tional 150
so lar-pow ered shel ters a year un til shel ters 
are in stalled at ev ery lo ca tion pos si ble and
old shel ters are re placed — or un til money
runs out.

Pur chase and in stal la tion of the en -
ergy-sav ing shel ters is be ing funded by a
$1.8 mil lion for mula grant from the Fed -
eral Tran sit Ad min is tra tion that must be al -
lo cated for tran sit en hance ment pro jects,
such as tran sit shel ters. Of fi cials looked at
fac tors in clud ing ridership num bers, ADA
ac cess and the pop u la tion be ing served,
such as se nior cit i zens, in de cid ing on
locations for the initial shelters.

When it co mes to in stall ing shel ters at
new lo ca tions, Scarbrough says so -
lar-pow ered shel ters have a big ad van tage
over tra di tional shel ters be cause the RTC
does n’t have to worry about bring ing elec -
tric power to the stop. He says the agency

has spent as much as $20,000 to bring
power to some shel ters. With the so lar
units, “all you do is take them out and bolt
them down and they stay lit. You can do it
for less than half the cost.” 

Scarbrough es ti mates the to tal cost for
pur chase and in stal la tion of each unit at
$14,000. He says the RTC has a fran chi see
that cov ers main te nance. Main tain ing the
new shel ters is n’t ex pected to be much dif -
fer ent than the oth ers, ex cept that the so lar
pan els will need to be cleaned ev ery cou ple 
of months. Scarbrough notes it will also be
im por tant to make sure the con trol sys tems
are work ing, be cause if the bat ter ies are
drained, it can shorten their life.

The new shel ters were de signed by
Luchessi Galati Ar chi tects and man u fac -
tured by Tolar Man u fac tur ing, Inc. Out -
door Pro mo tions han dled the in stal la tion
with Mailey Con crete pour ing the con crete 
slab. The RTC cur rently has ap prox i -
mately 3,500 tran sit stops in the Las Ve gas
Val ley and 1,500 stops have shelters.

For  more  in  for  ma t ion,  v is it :
http://www.rtcsouthernnevada.com  or
con tact Tracy Bower at (702) 676-1730 or
Angela Torres at (702) 676-1552.

A solar-powered transit shelter in Las Vegas. (Photo: Cour tesy of the RTC)

http://www.rtcsouthernnevada.com
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Pro po nents of a House bill that would have
banned the use of red light run ning cam eras
and speed cam eras in Iowa have pulled the
bill from con sid er ation af ter fail ing to mus -
ter the 51 votes needed to pass the mea sure
along to the Iowa Sen ate. If the mea sure had 
be come law, any lo cal au thor ity us ing the
cam eras would have been re quired to stop
us ing them im me di ately and get the cam -
eras off the road ways by July 1.

The bill was in tro duced by Rep. Walt
Rog ers, R-Ce dar Falls, who crit i cized the
cam eras as an in fringe ment on per sonal lib -
erty and ex pressed con cerns about driv ers’
rights to due pro cess with the au to mated
cam eras. In a weekly news let ter to con stit u -
ents, Rog ers said he spon sored the leg is la -
tion “be cause many of you have voiced
your con cern of an in creas ing cul ture of
cam era sur veil lance that you are un com -
fort able with. This sur veil lance cul ture is
in fring ing our lib er ties and as I lis ten to you, 
it is ap par ent that Io wans do not like it.” 

Rog ers blames the lack of sup port for
the bill on par ti san pol i tics, but one of the
bill’s op po nents, Rep. An drew Wenthe,
D-West Un ion, says he ob jected to the ban
be cause “there’s no ques tion that traf fic
cam eras have re sulted in safer roads and
high ways.” He sees the cam eras as “a law
en force ment tool for al ready stretched-thin 
law en force ment.” Wenthe ar gued that ar -
eas with the cam eras “have be come safer”
with fewer ac ci dents and fewer fatalities.

Wenthe says the cam eras have been
crit i cized as rev e nue-gen er a tors, but he
sees them as a pub lic safety is sue. He did
ad mit some fines stem ming from the cam -
eras have been “bor der-line egre gious in
some cases,” so he pro posed an amend -
ment that would have re writ ten the ban to
al low the cam eras but stan dard ize fines
across the state and pro hibit them from ex -
ceed ing the amount a law en force ment of -
fi cer could write. Wenthe also called for
stan dard no ti fi ca tion of the lo ca tion of the
cam eras to pro vide “a sense of fair play”
and for an end to the dou bling-up that has
oc curred when some driv ers were cited by
both law en force ment of fi cers and the
cameras. The amendment failed.

Ac cord ing to Wenthe, if the ban had
passed, there would have been no al ter na -
tive means of traf fic en force ment other
than hav ing law en force ment con tinue to
pa trol. He noted some cam eras are be ing
used in high traf fic ar eas, where it’s hard to 

Iowa House Bill to Ban Red Light Run ning Cam eras Fails 
“In fringe ment on Per sonal Lib er ties” Ver sus In creased Safety

patrol safely.
If the mea sure had passed the Iowa

House, Wenthe pre dicted it would go no -
where fast in the Sen ate. How ever, he noted 
that Iowa Gov er nor Terry Branstad had
said he would sign the mea sure if it made it
to his desk.

Ma jor re cent stud ies con cluded that red
light run ning cam eras achieve a net ben e fit
in ve hi cle ac ci dents at in ter sec tions. Re -
search con ducted by the Texas Trans por ta -
tion In sti tute-Cen ter for Trans por ta tion
Safety (TTI-CTS) last year in di cates red
light cam eras are ef fec tive in help ing to re -
duce the num ber of crashes at in ter sec tions
where they have been in stalled. TTI-CTS
ex am ined crash re cords from the 275 in ter -
sec tions in Texas where cam eras were in
place and found the to tal num ber of crashes

at those in ter sec tions dropped by 633 dur -
ing the study pe riod — an 11 per cent de -
cline state wide. Red light-re lated crashes
were down by 25 per cent. Right-an gle
crashes, the most se vere type of crash,
were down by 32 per cent. Furthermore,
accident rates stayed down over time. 

A study by the Uni ver sity of Mis souri,
two years be fore the Texas re search, con -
cluded the ben e fits of red light run ning
cam eras out weigh the draw backs and po -
ten tial for abuse. A 2009 study by the In -
sur ance In sti tute for High way Safety
found that red light run ning cam eras can
re duce fa tal i ties at intersections.

For  more in  for  ma t ion,  v is it :
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/
default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=
Billbook&menu=false&hbill=hf2214

Pho tos from red light run ning cam eras in Au burn, Maine. The pho tos show a vi o la tion
and a near miss. (Photo: Cour tesy of Ja son D. Moen, Dep uty Chief of Po lice, Au burn

Po lice De part ment)

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&menu=false&hbill=hf2214
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&menu=false&hbill=hf2214
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&menu=false&hbill=hf2214
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The Cal i for nia Air Re sources Board

(CABE) re cently ap proved the 2012 Ford

Fo cus Elec tric for el i gi bil ity in its Clean

Ve hi cle Re bate Pro gram. The CVRP re -

bate value for the new gas-free Fo cus is

$2,500, which, when cou pled with the fed -

eral tax credit of $7,500, es sen tially shaves 

$10,000 off the $39,995 sticker price. 

The Fo cus Elec tric boasts a com bined

city and high way ef fi ciency of 105 miles

per gal lon equiv a lent, or MPGe, which

puts it slightly ahead of other elec tric ve hi -

cles. The Nissan LEAF co mes in at 99

MPGe and the Chev ro let Volt (in the hy -

brid plug-in cat e gory) at 94 MPGe. All

CVRB-el i gi ble ve hi cles’ MPGe rat ings

are cal cu lated by con vert ing ki lo -

watt-hours of elec tric ity into gal lons of gas 

(33.7 ki lo watt hours per gallon of gas). 

The EPA’s eval u a tion of the new est Fo -

cus puts its range at 76 miles on a sin gle

charge, com pared with 73 miles for the

Nissan Leaf. How ever, Wes Sherwood,

Ford’s man ager of elec tri fied ve hi cle com -

mu ni ca tions, main tains that a range of up

to 100 miles may be achieved on a sin gle

charge, de pend ing on driv ing hab its. “The

Fo cus Elec tric also of fers more mo tor

power, pas sen ger room, and stan dard fea -

tures (the Rear View Cam era Sys tem, cus -

tom ized speed and au dio set tings for dif -

fer ent driv ers, rain-sens ing wind shield

wip ers, and the Re verse Sens ing Sys tem)

than the Nissan Leaf,” Sherwood added.

The rec om mended charg ing method for 

the ve hi cle is a 240 V home-in stalled unit,

and a full charge takes three to four hours.

Ve hi cle own ers can use a stan dard

110/120 V home out let, but it more than

tri ples the charg ing time re quired—14-20

hours are needed for a full charge. Roughly 

6 miles of range are gained for ev ery hour

of charg ing at a 110/120V out let, ver sus

15-20 miles of range for ev ery hour of

charg ing at a 240V outlet. 

Cal i for nia has sev eral thou sand 240V

charg ing sta tions around the state, ac cord -

ing to Cas san dra Hockenson of the CARB,

which should pro vide suf fi cient re charg ing

op tions for driv ers ex ceed ing the 76 mile

range in a single trip. 

Ford is work ing with Best Buy to sup ply

and in stall 240V home charg ing sta tions for

con sum ers, which run $1,499. Fo cus is also

pair ing with SunPower Corp to make roof -

top so lar pan els avail able to Fo cus Elec tric

own ers—the idea be ing that so lar pan els

would pro duce enough elec tric ity to off set

the elec tric ity used to charge the vehicle.

Some of the first Cal i for nia Fo cus Elec -

tric own ers could qual ify for a free in-home

charg ing sta tion. The Ford Blue Oval

ChargePoint® Pro gram will be avail able in

nine US mar kets, in clud ing Los An geles,

Sac ra mento and the San Jose/San Fran cisco

Bay area. This pro gram is made pos si ble in

part by a $15 mil lion grant funded through

the Trans por ta tion Elec tri fi ca tion Ini tia tive

(Amer i can Re cov ery and Re in vest ment

Act) ad min is tered by the Department of

Energy.

In ad di tion to the new Fo cus Elec tric, 19

other ve hi cles have made the El i gi ble Ve hi -

cle List for the Cal i for nia re bate. To qual ify

for Cal i for nia’s CVRP, con sum ers must

pur chase or lease for 36 months a new bat -

tery elec tric, fuel-cell elec tric, or plug-in

hy brid elec tric ve hi cle. CVRP-el i gi ble ve -

hi cles must be: Air Re sources Board cer ti -

fied; meet cer tain per for mance, emis sions,

and ser vice re quire ments; and meet war -

ranty pro vi sions. Re bates range from $900

for zero-emis sions mo tor cy cles to $1,500

for plug-in hy brid ve hi cles and $2,500 for

zero-emis sions ve hi cles like the Ford Fo cus

Elec tric and Nissan Leaf. (For a com plete

l is t  of  el  i  gi  b le  ve h i  cles ,  vis i t

http://energycenter.org/index.php/incentiv

e-programs/clean-vehicle-rebate-project/c

vrp-eligible-vehicles). 

The Cal i for nia Air Re sources Board ob -

jec tives through the CVRP are long-term.

Cal i for nia has not set near-term emis sions

re duc tions goals for the CARB’s re bate pro -

gram. The in tent is rather to make clean

tech nol ogy more widely avail able to con -

Product and Industry News

sum ers ,  gov ern  ment  f lee ts,  and

businesses. 

“CVRP helps to set the stage for crit i -

cal cri te ria pol lut ant and green house gas

re duc tions in the fu ture by ac cel er at ing

large-scale pen e tra tion of ad vanced tech -

nol o gies,” said Cas san dra Hockenson of

the CARB. 

Lon ger-term ben e fits are tied to re duc -

ing pro duc tion costs through econ o mies

of scale, pro mot ing the trans fer of clean

tech nol ogy to off-road ve hi cles as well,

en cour ag ing con sumer ac cep tance and

mak ing c lean tech nol  ogy more

mainstream.

In ad di tion to the re bate pro gram, Cal -

i for nia Fo cus Elec tric driv ers will en joy

the added in cen tive of be ing able to use

HOV lanes. Over 18,000 HOV stick ers

have been is sued to CVRP ve hi cle own -

ers un der cur rently valid programs.

For more in for ma tion about Cal i for -

nia’s CVRP visit:

http://energycenter.org/index.php/incent

ive-programs/clean-ve hi cle-re bate-pro -

ject

Re bate Avail able for New Ford Fo cus Elec tric
Cal i for nia Air Re sources Board Re bate Plus Fed eral Tax Credit Re duces Cost of Ve hi cle by $10,000

Charging equipment for the Focus
Electric. (Photo: Cour tesy of Ford

Motor Company)

Please turn to Page 7
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 PTV Amer ica, a lead ing pro vider of trans -
por ta tion soft ware in North Amer ica, an -
nounces the 13th An nual North Amer i can
Us ers Group Meet ing is sched uled July
17-19, 2012 at the The De pot Re nais sance
Ho tel in Min ne ap o lis, Min ne sota. New
this year is a third day of tech ni cal ses sions
with PTV staff and in dus try ex perts cov er -
ing pop u lar top ics on VISSIM, VISUM
and VISWALK prod ucts. The an nual con -

fer ence brings to gether trans por ta tion re -
search ers, ed u ca tors, en gi neers, and plan -
ners to share the lat est in no va tions in re -
search and ap pli ca tion of PTV Vi sion®
soft ware. Ab stracts for pre sen ta tion are
now be ing ac cepted, and se lected au thors
will have the op por tu nity to show case their
orig i nal work and re search dur ing UGM.
More in for  ma t ion is  avai l  able  at
www.ptvamerica.com.

Product and Industry News (continued)

As a wholly owned sub sid iary of PTV
AG with head quar ters in Port land, Or e -
gon, PTV Amer ica fo cuses on prod uct
de vel op ment, sup port, mar ket ing and
sales for the world wide lead ing trans por -
ta tion mod el ing suite, PTV Vi sion, and
pro vides ex per tise in trans por ta tion plan -
ning, traf fic op er a tions, and traf fic en gi -
neer ing to customers throughout North
America.

PTV Amer ica, Inc. An nounces 13th An nual PTV Vi sion® Us ers Group
Meet ing

Con tin ued from Page 1

Bay Area 511 Traveler Information System Launches Transit App
Tran sit, County Con nec tion, Vallejo Tran -
sit, LAVTA, Sonoma County Tran sit and
VINE (Napa County). 

No ble says the whole pro cess to de -
velop the app took just four to five months, 

in clud ing test ing, at a cost of ap prox i mately
$15,000. “We were for tu nate be cause MDV 
has launched apps suc cess fully over seas, so
we could build off the core app,” No bles
notes. How ever, the MTC did have to make
“a fair amount of mod i fi ca tions” to cus tom -
ize the sys tem to the way tran sit works “in
our re gion.” It did n’t re quire re pro gram -
ming, but it did re quire “a lot of test ing for
specifics in the area.”

The Bay Area’s web-based 511 tran sit
trip plan ner was launched in 2008, so there
was a ba sis on which to build the app. Ac -
cord ing to No ble, “We had a sys tem in place 
on line, but what we know is that more and
more cus tom ers are mov ing to smartphones. 
So, in or der to help them have crit i cal in for -
ma tion on the go, it was a no brainer, we’ve
got to de liver in for ma tion on a plat form
useable to them.”

No ble’s ad vice for other agen cies that
might be con sid er ing de vel op ing a
smartphone app is to “fo cus on cus tomer
ser vice, as well as app speed.” He warns,
“don’t un der es ti mate the chal lenges of data
col lec tion” and em pha sizes the need for
some kind of built-in feed back mech a nism.
Staff and con trac tor time was used to “iron
out the kinks” so it could be rolled out as
“clean and func tional” as pos si ble, but No -
ble says the app’s feed back sys tem is “a
great way to improve the product.”

The smartphone app was launched on
Feb ru ary 22, and No ble says ini tial pub lic
com ments were “pretty pos i tive.” At pres -
ent, the app can only be down loaded

through the An droid mar ket. A ver sion
for the iPhone 4 is ex pected soon. 

Other mo bile phone us ers can ac cess
many of 511’s most pop u lar fea tures
through the mo bile 511 site, m.511.org.
In for ma tion can also be ac cessed by
call ing 511 on any Bay area phone or by 
re ceiv ing real-time tran sit De par ture
Times texts (SMS). If you don’t have a
phone, you can get tran sit in for ma tion
through the website
w_Hlt318884234_Hlt318884235wBM_
1_BM_2_w.511.org.

The app can be per son al ized, al low ing 
trav el ers to save re cently viewed lo ca -
tions and trips. Us ers can fil ter for bus,
rail and/or ferry trips and for max i mum
walk ing time and speed. Itin er ar ies are
door-to-door. Fare in for ma tion in cludes
the fare for a stan dard full trip, with trans -
fers. The app also pro vides tran sit agency
an nounce ments that may have an impact
on the itinerary.

Tom Spiekerman, 511 Tran sit pro ject
man ager, says, “Cur rently, 511 cus tom -
ers plan more than one mil lion tran sit
trips per month us ing the pop u lar website
ver sions of the 511 Trip Plan ner.” He
adds, “The new app brings core fea tures
of this tool to cus tom ers on the go.”

For  more in  for  ma t ion,  v is it :
http://511.org/apps-511-mobile.asp or
con tact Craig No ble at (510) 817-5867 or
John Goodwin at (510) 817-5862 or Kit
Powis at (510) 273-3650.

An ex am ple of walk ing and tran sit
in struc tions from  the 511 smartphone

app. (Photo: Cour tesy of MTC)

http://www.511.org
http://www.511.org
http://511.org/apps-511-mobile.asp
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San Fran cisco has joined a grow ing num -
ber of cit ies that re quire the ac com mo da -
tion of bi cy cle park ing in build ings. Its
Board of Su per vi sors passed the Em ployee 
Bi cy cle Ac cess Bill this month, pro vid ing
a se cu rity mea sure for bi cy cle com mu ters

San Fran cisco Ap proves Ac com mo da tion of Bi cy cle
Park ing In Com mer cial Buildings
 Part of Var i ous Mea sures to Reach a Tar get of  a 20% Bi cy cle Mode By 2020

in the city. Once the or di nance is signed
into law by San Fran cisco mayor, Ed Lee,
own ers of ex ist ing com mer cial build ings
will need “to ei ther pro vide se cure bi cy cle
park ing in their build ings or al low their
ten ants to bring their bi cy cles into the

build ing” ac cord ing to the amend -
ment—Sec tion 402—to the San Fran cisco
En vi ron ment Code.

“This bill is a sim ple, cost-ef fec tive way 
to help San Fran cisco busi nesses meet the
grow ing need for se cure bi cy cle park ing
that em ploy ees crave…,” said Su per vi sor
John Avalos who spon sored the mea sure
de vel oped with the San Fran cisco Bike
Co ali tion and the Build ing Own ers and
Managers As so ci a tion (BOMA).

Ac cord ing to 2010 Amer i can Com mu -
nity Sur vey data, San Fran cisco has seen a
75 per cent in crease in bi cy cle trips around
the city since 2002. Sur vey re spon dents
were asked to iden tify their “usual com -
mute mode dur ing the last week.” Their re -
sponses showed that bike trips ac counted
for 3.5 per cent of the mode share in 2010 as 
op posed to 2.1 percent in 2002. 

The 2011 Bike Counts Re port, re leased
last De cem ber by the San Fran cisco Mu -
nic i pal Trans por ta tion Agency, cor rob o -
rates trends in ACS sur vey find ings. The
SFMTA amassed data from man ual counts
of bike trips, au to mated counts us ing loop
de tec tors, and man ual counts con ducted by 
the Met ro pol i tan Trans por ta tion Com mis -
sion. Num bers from all three counts re veal
ridership is up by 71 per cent since 2006
and up 7 to 8.5 per cent since 2010. Man ual
count data and au to mated count data come
from the peak com mute time of 4:30 to
6:30 pm. MTC data was from a sim i lar
peak pe riod—4 to 6 pm.

Al though growth in bike ridership in
the city is sig nif i cant, many city lead ers see 
it as just the be gin ning of what they want to 
be an ac cel er at ing trend. Mayor Lee has set 
the lofty goal of in creas ing bike trips to 20
per cent of all ve hi cle trips in San Fran cisco 
by 2020. Ac cord ing to the 2011 Bike
Counts Re port, the San Fran cisco Board of
Su per vi sors is seek ing world-class mod els
in bike mode share. Dutch bike ex perts
(bikes rep re sent 38 per cent of ve hi cle trips
in the Neth er lands) were in vited to the re -
cent “Think Bike” meeting in San
Francisco. 

Please turn to Page 9

CBO Pro jects Lat est High way Trust Fund
Short fall Sit u a tion
Con gress Try ing To Tackle Pro jected Fund ing Gap

As con cerns mount over the state of the na -
tion’s in fra struc ture, the Con gres sio nal
Bud get Of fice (CBO) has a dose of bad
news. In a fore cast pre pared last De cem ber 
and re leased ear lier this year, the CBO es ti -
mates the High way Trust Fund runs the
risk of run ning out of money dur ing the
next two years. Con gress is tack ling the
prob lem in leg is la tion work ing its way
through Capitol Hill, but the out come re -
mains un cer tain.

The High way Trust Fund is made up of
two ac counts. The high way ac count funds
con struc tion of high ways and high way
safety pro grams. The tran sit ac count funds
mass tran sit pro grams. In mak ing its bud -
get es ti mates for the two ac counts, the
CBO as sumed spend ing from the fund
would con tinue to be con trolled by lim i ta -
tions on ob li ga tions set in ap pro pri a tion
acts. It also as sumed fu ture lim i ta tions on
ob li ga tions would be equal to the 2012
amounts, with annual adjustments for
inflation.

With those fac tors in place, the CBO es -
ti mates the high way ac count will be “un -
able to meet ob li ga tions in a timely man -
ner” some time in 2013. The tran sit ac count 
is ex pected to reach that point in 2014.

This is n’t the first time the fund has run
into trou ble in re cent years. The CBO notes 
that from 2008 to 2010, the High way Trust
Fund re ceived trans fers from the Trea -
sury’s gen eral fund of nearly $35 bil lion to
keep the fund afloat.

The High way Trust Fund’s pri mary

source of fund ing is an18.4 cents per gal -
lon fed eral gas o line tax and a 24.4 cents
per gal lon tax on die sel fuel. That rate has
been in ef fect since the Clinton ad min is tra -
tion. 

Though the tax rate has re mained the
same, other fac tors have changed. A de vel -
op ment that’s been good for the en vi ron -
ment has been bad for the fund. Rev e nues
have been on a de cline in re cent years as
ve hi cles have be come more fuel ef fi cient
and Amer i cans have learned to better con -
serve fuel by driv ing less and mak ing more 
ef fi cient use of their cars. At the same time, 
high way con struc tion costs have been on
the rise. Pro pos als to in crease the tax or
adopt a toll ing sys tem to charge driv ers for
miles trav eled have met with opposition.

The re cently-passed Sen ate Trans por -
ta tion bill at tempts to close the High way
Trust Fund’s pend ing short fall by call ing
for spend ing cuts else where in the bud get
and trans fer ring money from other funds.
As the CBO weighs the im pact any fu ture
leg is la tion will have on the High way Trust
Fund, crit ics are find ing fault with the
stop gap mea sures be ing con sid ered and
calls con tinue for an in crease in the
gasoline tax.

For more in for ma tion, visit:
http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cb
ofiles/attachments/01-31-2012_Outlook.
pdf or con tact Deborah Kilroe at the
CBO at (202) 226-2602 or
Deborah.kilroe@cbo.gov.

_blank
_blank
_blank
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from New Guilbeau or Shaenfield roads.

In stead, driv ers now make right turns and

pro tected U-turns to ac cess the loop far ther 

down the road. Mo tor ists trav el ing along

Loop 1604 can still make left turns onto

both side streets.

A 2010 im pact study con ducted by the

Al amo Re gional Mo bil ity Au thor ity pre -

dicted the superstreet sys tem would ben e -

fit mo tor ists through de creased de lays,

fewer traf fic stops and an in crease in av er -

age speed trav eled. In the area from Braun

Road to Shaenfield, the Al amo RMA an -

tic i pated a 36 per cent in crease in av er age

speeds dur ing the morn ing rush hour and a

65 per cent in crease dur ing peak eve ning

travel times. To tal de lays were pro jected to 

drop by roughly 70 per cent or more and the 

num ber of ve hi cle stops was pro jected to

decline by about 60 percent.

The first im proved in ter sec tion, at New

Guilbeau Road, was opened for use last

Con tin ued from Page 1

Superstreet De sign Work ing Well to Re duce Con ges tion in San
An to nio

Au gust. The new Shaenfield Road in ter sec -

tion was opened in Sep tem ber, and an exit

ramp for High way 151 was fin ished for use

in October.

Josh Donat, a spokes man for TxDOT’s

San An to nio Dis trict, ad mits that at first,

“the pub lic was skep ti cal” and did n’t ex -

pect to see much im prove ment in the com -

mon 20-min ute waits along the five-mile

stretch be tween Culebra Road and Bandera

Road. How ever, once the superstreet was

open, Donat says, “I re ceived over whelm -

ing re sponses via e-mail and Twit ter – and

even a few phone calls – laud ing the suc -

cess of the super street. Some even noted

their com mute times were cut in half

because of it.” 

Be fore the changes, Donat says it was n’t 

un usual for traf fic to slow to a steady 35 or

40 miles per hour, even dur ing off-peak

times. Now traf fic moves along closer to

the posted speed of 60 miles per hour, and

Donat says he’s un aware of any ma jor

crashes along the road way since the im -

ple men ta tion of the super street.

Ac cord ing to Donat, the im prove ments 

are “even better than we had an tic i pated.”

He says, “The over all con sen sus is the

superstreet is suc cess ful, but there is an

un der stand ing there is more to come a few

years down the road.”

Loop 1604 was tar geted for im prove -

ments be cause left turns com ing off the

side streets were caus ing too much traf fic

stop page in all di rec tions. Though mo tor -

ists trav el ing along Loop 1604 can still

turn left onto the side streets, Donat says

the num ber of sig nal changes needed for a

com plete cy cle have been cut by half

“trans lat ing to more green time for com -

mu ters in all directions.”

Ac cord ing to TXDOT, pe des tri ans are

not part of the equa tion. TxDOT does not

al low or en cour age pe des tri ans to cross

the street at any point along Loop 1604,

ex cept at the side walks at two over passes.

Pe des tri ans are per mit ted to cross the two

side streets.

This is the city’s sec ond superstreet

sys tem. The first one opened on U.S. 282

north of Loop 1604 in late 2010. Stud ies

in di cate the ma jor ity of travel times in that 

area have im proved at the an tic i pated

levels.

Fund ing for superstreet pro jects came

from fed eral stim u lus funds in the Amer i -

can Re cov ery and Re in vest ment Act. The

Loop 1604 pro ject cost ap prox i mately

$6.3 mil lion to build, and the 2.8-mile

stretch of high way serves more than

70,000 ve hi cles per day. The pro ject was

com pleted by Hunter In dus tries, Ltd., of

San Marcos.

For  more in  for  ma t ion,  v is it :

http://www.alamorma.org/default/assets/

File/PDF/1604%20Super%20Street/Prop

osed%20Loop%201604%20Su_Hlt3195

78052_Hlt319578053pBM_1_BM_2_er

%20Street%20Handout.pdf or con tact

Josh Donat at (210) 615-5932 or

josh.donat@txdot.gov.

Con tinue from Page 8

San Fran cisco Ap proves Ac com mo da tion of
Bi cy cle Park ing in Buildings

The Em ployee Bi cy cle Ac cess Bill moves

San Fran cisco closer to the 20 per cent by

2020 goal set forth by Mayor Lee. Other

strat e gies to in crease ridership in clude the

in stal la tion of 20 miles of ad di tional bike

lanes in the last two years, ac cord ing to

Leah Shahum of the SFBC. But more lanes 

are needed and at a faster pace if the city is

to reach Mayor Lee’s goal. Safety is the

main con cern of bi cy clists, and not hav ing

ded i cated, phys i cally sep a rated bike

lanes—or bike tracks—is a de ter rent to

bike com mu ters. Mo tor ists may also slow

the pace of grow ing the bike lane net work

be cause of con cerns about bike lanes eat -

ing up street park ing.  How ever, com pro -

mise and col lab o ra tion is hap pen ing, as

ev i denced by for merly re sis tant build ing

own ers now com ing on board and mak ing

in door bike park ing or se cure bike park ing

avail able. Ten years ago, BOMA had

fought sim i lar leg is la tion. 

The 2011 Bike Counts Re port de tails 13

pro jects to in crease ridership and im prove

safety for rid ers through 2014. Such pro -

jects in clude bi cy cle lane im ple men ta tions,

traf fic sig nal im prove ments, and bike park -

ing ex pan sion. Pres ently, San Fran cisco

has about three miles of sep a rated bike lane, 

on top of 57 miles of stan dard bike lanes

and 31 miles of bike paths. In ad di tion,

there are an other 124 miles of des ig nated

bike routes, half of which are marked with

shared road way bike sten cils. An other few

miles of sep a rated bike way are pres ently

be ing implemented, and more are planned.

For more in for ma tion on bi cy cle use in 

San Fran cisco and bike count re ports from 

2007—2011, visit:

http://www.sfmta.com/cms/rbikes/3172.ht

ml. Some in for ma tion for this ar ti cle was

found at www.sfbike.org.

http://www.alamorma.org/default/assets/File/PDF/1604%20Super%20Street/Proposed%20Loop%201604%20Super%20Street%20Handout.pdf
http://www.alamorma.org/default/assets/File/PDF/1604%20Super%20Street/Proposed%20Loop%201604%20Super%20Street%20Handout.pdf
http://www.alamorma.org/default/assets/File/PDF/1604%20Super%20Street/Proposed%20Loop%201604%20Super%20Street%20Handout.pdf
http://www.alamorma.org/default/assets/File/PDF/1604%20Super%20Street/Proposed%20Loop%201604%20Super%20Street%20Handout.pdf
http://www.alamorma.org/default/assets/File/PDF/1604%20Super%20Street/Proposed%20Loop%201604%20Super%20Street%20Handout.pdf
http://www.sfmta.com/cms/rbikes/3172.html
http://www.sfmta.com/cms/rbikes/3172.html
http://www.sfbike.org
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The Cal i for nia Court of Ap peals re cently
af firmed a Su pe rior Court rul ing grant ing
the City of Los An geles sum mary judg -
ment af ter a bi cy clist brought ac tion for in -
ju ries sus tained af ter col lid ing with a chain 
link fence af ter ex it ing a class I bike way lo -
cated along the Los An geles River.

Cy clist/ap pel lant was in jured when he
ex ited the bike way, de signed by the City,
which runs along the south side of the Los
An geles River be tween Riv er side Drive
and Los Feliz Bou le vard.

De spite a warn ing mes sage, “WALK
BIKE,” painted on the pave ment, he cy -
cled through the exit and col lided with a
chain link fence, caus ing in ju ries and loss
of con scious ness.

He al leged his in ju ries were the re sult of 
a dan ger ous con di tion cre ated by the City,
about which the City knew or should have
known, and that the City was neg li gent in
fail ing to pro tect him against the injuries.

Cy clist ar gued the bi cy cle path was a
“Class I bike way” un der Chap ter 1000 of
the Cal i for nia High way De sign Man ual,
and the Streets and High ways Code sec tion 
890.4. 

The City sought sum mary judg ment
claim ing it was im mu nized from li a bil ity
un der Gov ern ment Code sec tion 831.4,
which per tains to “…any un paved road
that pro vides ac cess to … rid ing, in clud ing
an i mal and all types of ve hic u lar rid ing”
and of “any trail used for” those purposes.

The Su pe rior Court granted ab so lute
im mu nity to the City and Cy clist ap pealed.

The Court of Ap peals up held the rul ing
by the Su pe rior Court. It also re af firmed a
prior rul ing that a class I bike way, as de -
fined in Streets and High ways Code sec -
tion 890.4, is a trail within the def i ni tion of
sec tion 831.4, sub di vi sion (b).

How ever, it noted that lit i gants con -
tinue to chal lenge the ap pli ca bil ity of ab so -
lute im mu nity to class I bike ways. The
Court sug gested it may be ap pro pri ate for
the Leg is la ture to re ex am ine the trail im -
mu nity stat ute and its ap pli ca tion to class I
bike ways in ur ban ar eas be cause of the leg -
is la tive blend ing of paved bike paths (used
pri mar ily for rec re ation) into the bi cy cle
trans por ta tion sys tem (es tab lished to

Cal i for nia Court Of Ap peals Re af firms Rul ings Re Bike ways, Bike
Paths, Trails and El e ments of Design

achieve funct ional
commuting needs). 

Spe cif i cally, the Court of
Ap peals held that:

· The City was ab so lutely
im mune un der im mu nity
stat ute for rec re ational
trails.

· A bike way was “trail”
within the mean ing of the
im mu nity stat ute.

· The de sign of a trail was a
con di tion of the trail within
the mean ing of the stat ute.

· A gate way to a bike way
was part of trail.

· A bike way was not “ease -
ment of way,” for which
city’s im mu nity would be
qual i fied.

In its rul ing, the Court re -
jected an ar gu ment that sec -
tions 815.6 and 835 of the
gov ern ment code some how

“take pre ce dence” over sec tion 831.4 and
its sub sec tions.

It noted that sec tion 815, sub di vi sion
(b), pro vid ing for li a bil ity of a pub lic en -
tity, based on ei ther a dan ger ous con di tion
of prop erty or fail ure to dis charge a man da -
tory duty, is nev er the less sub ject to any im -
mu nity of the pub lic en tity provided by
statute.

Re gard ing the def i ni tion of a “trail,” the
Court of Ap peals enu mer ated a se ries of
cases, start ing from 1993, that in ter preted
Sec tion 831.4 as ap ply ing to bike paths,
both paved and un paved, trails pro vid ing
ac cess to rec re ational ac tiv i ties, and trails
on which the activities take place.

It re af firmed these prior rul ings that:
• The na ture of the trail’s sur face is ir -

rel e vant to ques tions of im mu nity.
• The state was ab so lutely im mune

from li a bil ity for in ju ries caused by a
phys i cal de fect of a trail.

• The terms “trail” and “path” are syn -
on y mous, and un der the ex press
terms of sub di vi sion (b), any trail is
in cluded in the ex emp tion.

It spe cif i cally noted that while a bi cy cle

Transportation Tort Liability: Case in Review

The Los Angeles River bikeway overpass at Los Feliz 
Boulevard. (Image, Google, Inc.)

path may be part of the streets and high -
way sys tem in gen eral, a class I bike way
does not qual ify as a street or high way. It
rea soned that streets and high ways are in -
tended for ve hic u lar travel and a bi cy cle is 
not con sid ered a ve hi cle. Since a class I
bike way, by def i ni tion, is not open to ve -
hic u lar traf fic, it does not qual ify as a
street or highway.

The Court did point out that the bur den
and ex pense of putt ing gov ern ment prop -
erty in a safe con di tion for rec re ational
use, and the ex pense of de fend ing claims
for in ju ries, could cause many pub lic en ti -
ties to close such ar eas to public use.

It said it was not un rea son able to ar gue
that, when a gov ern men tal en tity un der -
took to im prove or cre ate a paved trail in
an ur ban area, it should have the duty to
rea son ably main tain its con di tion or face
tort li a bil ity. From this it fore saw a pleth -
ora of lit i ga tion cit ies or coun ties might
face over bi cy cle paths and that the po ten -
tial costs of such lit i ga tion could cause cit -
ies or coun ties to re con sider al low ing the
op er a tion of bi cy cle paths, in par tic u lar,
since they produce no revenue.
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This Month’s Sur vey Re sults (Sur vey 1)

Leas ing of High ways 
  
Ear lier this month, The Ur ban Trans por ta tion Mon i tor con ducted a sur vey on the Leas ing of High ways. Or ga ni za tions for five high -
way lease pro jects were con tacted and ques tion naires were sent via email. Three or ga ni za tions re plied. The re sults of the sur vey are
pub lished here.

Leas ing of High ways 

NAME OF LEASED HIGHWAY CONTACT PERSON CONTACT INFORMATION 
(tel., email)

Highway 407 ETR, Ontario, Canada Bob Nichols (416) 327-3753
bob.nichols@ontario.ca

Indiana East-West Toll Road
I-80/90, IN

Clark Snyder (317) 233-4675
csnyder@indot.in.gov

Northwest Parkway, Broomfield, CO Pedro Costa (303) 533-1200
pcosta@nwpky.com
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Leas ing of High ways

Name of leased highway (name of
highway and/or route number)

Highway 407 ETR
Ontario, CA

Indiana East-West Toll Road
I-80/90
Indiana, U.S.

Northwest Parkway
Broomfield, CO, U.S.

2. Location of leased highway (between
which interchanges and/or other location
specific name)

Interchange of Highways 407,
403 and the Queen Elizabeth
Way in the City of Burlington, and 
Highway 7 east of Brock Road in
the Town of Pickering

Illinois Stateline MP 0 to Ohio
Stateline MP 157

I-25/E-470 to 96th St. in
Broomfield, CO

3. Urban area or city (if applicable) and state
where leased highway is located

Greater Toronto Area Granger, Indiana Semi-urban. 

4. Length of leased highway 108 km 157 miles 8.3 miles

5. Was tolling present before the highway
was leased?

yes yes yes

6. What is the name of the public agency
managing the tolling before the lease of the
highway?

Ontario Transportation Capital
Corporation (OTCC)

Indiana Finance
Authority/Indiana Dept. of
Transportation Toll Road District

Northwest Parkway Public
Highway Authority

7. What was the maximum toll and/or toll rate 
per mile for two-axle vehicles just before the
concession was awarded?

$0.10* per km $4.65 to travel the full 157 length
of the toll road. It rose to $8.00
for cash in 2008 when electronic
tolling took effect. Electronic
two-axle toll remains frozen at
$4.65 until June 2016.

Maximum toll $2.00/trip

8. What was the annual toll income for the
year prior to the lease of the highway?

$113* million $92 Million fiscal year 2006
ending 6/30/2006. Source
Indiana Toll Road Annual Report
audited by Crowe Chizek and
Company LLC 12/6/2006

$6.5 million

9. When (year) was the concession
awarded?

1999 2006 2007

10. What is the concession term (years)? 99 75 99

11. How many groups prepared proposals to
bid on this concession?

3 4 Do not know

12. What is the name of the lead equity
company or companies of the group that
received the concession?

407 International (Cintra
Concesiones de Infrastructures
de Transporte S.A., SNC-Lavalin
& Capital D'Amerique CDPQ)

ITR Concession Company LLC,
a Delaware limited liability
company indirectly owned 50%
by Cintra Concesiones de
Infrastructuras de Transporte, SA 
(Cintra)and 50% by Macquarie
Atlas Roads (Macquarie)

Brisa Auto-Estradas de Portugal
S.A.

13. What was the concession fee (the bid
amount for the concession)?

$3.1* billion $3.8 billion $500 million

14. Where are the headquarters of the lead
equity companies of the concessionaire
located (country)?

Spain (majority shareholder) &
Canada

Spain and Australia Portugal

15. What major changes have taken place in 
the structure of the lease agreement since it
was awarded? 

No changes to main agreement.
Supplemental agreements were
developed as a result of court
challenges.

Five technical amendments to
the lease deemed not to be
material to the structure of the
lease agreement

None

16. Who conducted the revenue analysis for
the public agency?

Privatization Secretariat hired
Royal Bank of Canada (RBC)
Capital Markets as advisor.

Crowe Chizak and Company
LLC, independent accountants

Vollmer

17. Who conducted the revenue analysis for
the concessionaire?

Royal Bank of Canada (RBC)
Dominion Securities

Independent professional
advisors and management for
the equity partners
Cintra/Macquarie

Cambridge Systematics

18. How does the projected toll revenue
compare with the actual toll revenue thus
far?

The 1996 annual revenue
forecast for 2010 was $143*
million.

Believed to be under pro forma
projections due to recent
economic recession in US.

N/A

* Ca na dian $'s
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Leas ing of High ways (con tin ued)

Name of leased highway (name
of highway and/or route number)

Highway 407 ETR
Ontario, Canada

Indiana East-West Toll Road I-80/90
Indiana, U.S.

Northwest Parkway
Broomfield, CO, U.S.

19. How does the annual toll
revenue compare with the annual
expenses for the concessionaire?

Unknown forecasts by
concessionaire. In 2010 (2011
financial results have not been
posted yet), annual toll revenue
was $624.3* million, while
operating expenses were $124.2*
million.

No comment. Please contact
representatives for Cintra/ Macquarie.

N/A

20. What is the present maximum
toll and/or toll rate per mile for
two-axle vehicles?

$0.2520* per km $9.00 cash/ $4.65 ETC $3.20/trip

21. Which vehicles are exempt
from paying a toll?

Military and emergency responders Emergency vehicles and state vehicles
on official business

RTD Buses and Emergency
services vehicles providing
emergency
services on the Parkway

22. How have the lease proceeds
been used and how much is left
from the lease proceeds?  

100% of proceeds were applied to
provincial deficit when the highway 
was leased.

Lease proceeds have been invested in
long term public assets for Indiana,
including repayment of $200M in
outstanding ITR debt, distribution of
$240M to the seven Indiana counties in 
which the ITR is located, distribution of
$150M among all 92 Indiana counties
for local road improvements,
distribution of $120M over 10 years to
Northwest Indiana Regional
Development Authority for economic
development, over $2B invested in
approximately 200 road and bridge
projects across Indiana by the Indiana
Department of Transportation in the
Major Moves Construction Fund and
$500M in the Next Generation Trust
Fund to provide long-term funding for
maintenance of new capacity being
added to Indiana’s road and bridge
inventory after 2016. 

To pay operations and
maintenance costs and service
debt. $0

23. How are tolls collected? Transponders only (vehicles
without a transponder are subject
to automatic license plate
recognition and a bill sent by mail)

Combination of cash, credit card and
electronic transponders 

Transponders only (vehicles
without a transponder are subject
to automatic license plate
recognition and a bill sent by mail)

24. What other charges (other than 
tolls) do holders of transponders
incur?

Interest, transponder lease fees
(monthly or annually), highway
entry fee & admin fees
(transponder replacement fee, toll
dispute fee, enforcement fee,
collection fee, returned payment
fee)

There is a nominal monthly
administration fee charged to handle
customer accounts. Toll violators are
subject to statutory fines.

None

25. What have you learned from
the leasing of your highway?

Public wants government to have
control of toll rates. Public wants
government to have greater
influence in resolving customer
service issues.

State oversight responsibilities to
assure compliance by the private
operator with the terms of the lease
and performance monitoring of the
private operator’s toll road operations
and maintenance activities are
important to protect the transportation
infrastructure and assets of Indiana
taxpayers.

N/A

26. What advice can you provide to 
those considering the lease of an
existing toll highway? 

Ensure rigorous audit capabilities
are retained by the public agency
for accountability and transparency 
reasons.

Perform intense due diligence and
surround yourself with an experienced
team of independent financial, legal,
political and operational advisors and
consultants to assure the success of
the project.

N/A

* Ca na dian $'s
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This Month’s Sur vey Re sults (Sur vey 2)

Professional Topics

Ear lier this month The Ur ban Trans por ta tion Mon i tor sent sur vey ques tion naires to trans por ta tion pro fes sion als to ob tain their opin -
ions on var i ous top ics as so ci ated with the trans por ta tion pro fes sion. Emails with links to the ques tion naire were sent to 1,200 pro fes -
sion als. A to tal of 93 re plies were re ceived, which rep re sents a re turn rate of 8%. The re sults of the sur vey are pub lished here.

What is the like li hood for your or ga ni za tion to in crease the num ber of pro fes sional trans por ta tion em ploy ees over the next 
year? 

What is the like li hood for your or ga ni za tion to de crease the num ber of pro fes sional trans por ta tion em ploy ees over the
year?

How has com pen sa tion for pro fes sional trans por ta tion staff at your or ga ni za tion changed over the past year?

Percentage of Respondents Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working in 
Transportation Planning

and Transit

Respondents Working in 
Traffic Engineering

Respondents working for 
Public Organization 

Respondents Working
for Private Organization

Highly unlikely 21% 44% 42% 9%

Unlikely 26% 27% 32% 14%

Neutral/not sure 16% 16% 11% 18%

Likely 32% 5% 15% 36%

Highly likely 5% 8% 0% 23%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Percentage of Respondents Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working in 
Transportation Planning

and Transit

Respondents Working in 
Traffic Engineering

Respondents working
for Public Organization 

Respondents Working
for Private Organization

Highly unlikely 16% 18% 17% 17%

Unlikely 54% 50% 52% 58%

Neutral/not sure 28% 24% 24% 25%

Likely 2% 8% 7% 0%

Highly likely 0% 0% 0% 0%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Percentage of Respondents Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working in 
Transportation Planning

and Transit

Respondents Working in 
Traffic Engineering

Respondents working for 
Public Organization 

Respondents Working
for Private Organization

Decreased 9% 21% 11% 25%

Remained the same 40% 32% 43% 29%

Increased 46% 44% 42% 42%

Do not know 5% 3% 4% 4%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%
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If you in di cated com pen sa tion for pro fes sional staff at your or ga ni za tion has ei ther de creased or in creased over the past
year, please in di cate ap prox i mately how much.   

Please se lect which of the fol low ing types of trans por ta tion pro fes sion als are more likely to be pro moted/re ceive a higher
level of com pen sa tion in your or ga ni za tion: an employee with excellent managerial skills but with limited technical skills in
trans por ta tion, or an em ployee with ex cel lent tech ni cal skills in trans por ta tion but with lim ited man a ge rial skills.

Do you be lieve trans por ta tion or ga ni za tions should al low par al lel tracks for re ward ing (in terms of com pen sa tion/pro mo -
tion) both those with a high level of man a ge rial skills and those with a high level of technical skills?

 

Pro fes sional Top ics (con tin ued)

Percentage of Respondents Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working
in Transportation

Planning and Transit

Respondents Working
in Traffic Engineering

Respondents working
for Public Organization 

Respondents Working
for Private

Organization

Decreased by more than 5% 4% 15% 3% 24%

Decreased by 3% to 5% 0% 8% 3% 6%

Decreased by 1% to 2% 12% 8% 13% 6%

Increased by 1% to 2% 40% 35% 40% 24%

Increased by 2% to 5% 44% 31% 40% 35%

Increased by more than 5% 0% 4% 0% 6%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Percentage of Respondents Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working
in Transportation

Planning and Transit

Respondents Working
in Traffic Engineering

Respondents working
for Public Organization 

Respondents Working
for Private

Organization

An employee with excellent
managerial skills but with limited
technical skills in transportation

47% 62% 63% 48%

An employee with excellent
technical skills in transportation
but with limited managerial skills

53% 38% 37% 52%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Percentage of Respondents Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working
in Transportation

Planning and Transit

Respondents Working
in Traffic Engineering

Respondents working
for Public Organization 

Respondents Working
for Private

Organization

Yes 77% 95% 83% 88%

No 23% 5% 17% 13%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Pro fes sional Topics  (con tin ued)

Please pro vide a rea son for your an swer to the pre vi ous ques tion: "Do you be lieve trans por ta tion or ga ni za tions should al -
low par al lel tracks for re ward ing (in terms of com pen sa tion/pro mo tion) both those with a high level of man a ge rial skills and 
those with a high level of tech ni cal skills?"

Rea sons pro vided by those who an swered "yes."

Gen eral ob ser va tion: 
Many re spon dents in di cated that both types are valu able and needed and should be re warded. Many also re sponded that few peo ple are ca -
pa ble at both skills so hav ing two tracks works best with most peo ple's strengths.

Spe cific re sponses:

· You need all kinds in this econ omy.

· It seems log i cal, but there are prob a bly in stances where par al lel tracks are op er a tion ally in ef fi cient for an or ga ni za tion.

· Peo ple with good tech ni cal skills are not nec es sar ily good man ag ers, and to re tain these peo ple, they should be com pen sated ap pro -
pri ately.

· The best work is achieved from the best man ager with the high est de gree of tech ni cal skills.

· There is a re quire ment for both, how ever, the later should gov ern. Man a ge rial and other "soft" skills are im por tant from a mu nic i pal per -
spec tive in deal ing with the pub lic and elected of fi cials, not just with re spect to man ag ing the work force.They are dif fer ent skill sets and
those who ex cel in the tech ni cal arena and rely on and re spect ob jec tive data and anal y sis are at a dis ad van tage when it co mes to nav i -
gat ing the man a ge rial world of pol i tics and de ci sions based more on emo tion and pop u lar sen ti ment.

· I feel it is eas ier to ac quire tech ni cal skills with years of ex pe ri ence, whereas man a ge rial skills are a more in tan gi ble trait that is much
more dif fi cult to mas ter through years of ex pe ri ence alone.

· Ex cel lent man ag ers are as im por tant as ex cel lent tech ni cal per form ers. Not all tech ni cal per form ers are good man ag ers. 

· Small staff or ga ni za tions make it hard to achieve re ward ing both.

· Good tech ni cal skills can pro vide the or ga ni za tion with better de ci sions/value on where money is spent and may pro vide better risk
man age ment de ci sions.

· I strongly be lieve that ap pli cants must be cer ti fied as a Pro fes sional En gi neer or an Ap plied Sci ence Tech nol o gist with a rec og nized as -
so ci a tion. 

· Both ar eas of our busi ness are needed. First, we are hired to per form cer tain pro jects/tasks. Sec ond we have to main tain cli ent con tact,
over see pro ject ef forts and try to com plete a pro ject on-time within bud get.

· As a Pro fes sional En gi neer, a trans por ta tion man ager should have a high level of tech ni cal skill.

· Hav ing em ploy ees with high level of tech ni cal skills is im per a tive in or der to be able to man age a team ef fi ciently.

· We need both -- those that can do the de tails of the pro ject and those that have a broader vi sion and man aged pro jects, pro grams and
peo ple.

· If an agency is large enough to sus tain it (and that's a big if for most agen cies), tech ni cal ex per tise can save a lot of money with re spect
to ap ply ing the ap pro pri ate tools to solve a prob lem, and avoid or re duce tort li a bil ity, and those peo ple should be re warded com men su -
rately.

· Mentoring and learn ing from each other is one of the best ways to in crease our skills in de fi cient ar eas, be it tech ni cal or man a ge rial
knowl edge. 

· Both types of skills are valu able, and could re sult in an in crease in the ef fi ciency and im prove ment in the qual ity of the or ga ni za tion.

· We gen er ally start with folks who have good tech ni cal skills, and the ini tial pro mo tion path typ i cally con tin ues in a tech ni cal vein. But at
some point in a ca reer path, the man a ge rial as pects be come more im por tant; an em ployee ceases a pri mar ily tech ni cal ca reer, and be -
comes more of a man ager.

· Some peo ple just aren't cut out to man age oth ers but still can make ma jor con tri bu tions and need a way to move up over time.

· Pro mo tion ought to be based on per for mance re sults.

· The re quire ments of the po si tion should dic tate com pen sa tion. If man age ment is not in the job de scrip tion, lack of man age ment skills
should not af fect com pen sa tion.

· Both are needed. Be ing a tech ni cal ex pert can only get you so far, but it does not mean you are an en try level per son ei ther. You need
man a ge rial skills to reach the higher lev els of an or ga ni za tion, but man ag ers with out an un der stand ing of the tech ni cal side have draw -
backs.

· Tech ni cal skills are the back bone of our pro fes sion. If the man age ment is the only re ward ing track, we will lose our bright est pro fes sion -
als to non-tech ni cal po si tions.

· Those with tech ni cal skills tend to be more prac ti cal, pro duc tive and have the in ter ests of the pub lic and the or ga ni za tion in mind. Those
with man a ge rial skills tend to be more in ter ested in self pro mo tion and per sonal ad vance ment. How ever, a bal ance of both is nec es -
sary.

· Both types of po si tions call for dif fer ent skill sets, which may or may not be com bined in a sin gle per son. When they are not, then the or -
ga ni za tion is best served when each func tions in their area of strength - pro vided they are will ing to re spect those knowl edge bases.
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Pro fes sional Top ics (con tin ued)

Rea sons pro vided by those who an swered "no."

· To be a man ager, you need to have the man a ge rial skill set re quired.

· I do not agree with the as sump tion im plicit in the ques tion that there are many pro fes sion als with lim ited man a ge rial skills but ex cel lent
tech ni cal skills in trans por ta tion and vice-versa.

· Our or ga ni za tion is not cur rently large enough to pur sue a main stream "re wards" track. Most jobs should be re warded based on a per -
for mance level. 

· Each em ployee should be eval u ated on his/her own mer its.

· It needs to be on a case by case ba sis. Man a ge rial or Tech ni cal skills. You need both.

· If they can't do the tech ni cal job, they aren't of much use!

· We must com plete in no va tive pro fes sional work to send an in voice.

· As a small or ga ni za tion, it is im per a tive that the man ag ers also have the tech ni cal ex per tise to deal with Coun cil and the pub lic.

· An em ployee with both a high level of man a ge rial and tech ni cal skill is most likely to be pro moted.

· As a mu nic i pal agency, the eval u a tion of tech ni cal skills is both sub jec tive and is likely to be eval u ated by some one who does not pos -
sess tech ni cal skills them selves.

· In most cases, both skills can con trib ute to suc cess.

What is your opin ion about the fol low ing state ment: "traf fic con ges tion is good since it en cour ages more com mu ters to
use pub lic trans por ta tion."

Rea sons pro vided by those who agreed with the state ment.

· The state ment can be sup ported in gen eral, but it is sub ject to con di tions, e.g. good tran sit ser vices have to be avail able, there are
other TDM mea sures to sup port al ter na tive modes, etc. How ever, with out traf fic con ges tion, pub lic trans por ta tion will never be able to
com pete with pri vate au to mo biles.

· In ur ban ar eas, it is not pos si ble to build your way out of traf fic con ges tion and try ing to do so is an ex treme waste of lim ited pub lic re -
sources. Traf fic con ges tion is better man aged through de mand man age ment strat e gies and in vest ment in tran sit and non-mo tor ized
fa cil i ties.

· More traf fic means peo ple feel com pelled to take tran sit due to time sav ings.

· Mak ing it dif fi cult for driv ers to reach their des ti na tion on time most likely will drive them to think about other ways to reach their des ti na -
tion in a more con ve nient way, which could be tran sit, if tran sit is an ef fi cient sys tem.

· Sup ported by re search and a means of man ag ing scarce re sources.

· I be lieve con ges tion makes us keenly aware that we can't build our selves out of the de lay and we have to pur sue al ter na tive modes and
be more mind ful of land use and trans por ta tion.

· This is true as long as there are choices and pub lic trans por ta tion does not cost more to the in di vid ual user than in di vid ual mo tor ve hi -
cle.

· As sum ing mode choice is rooted in con ve nience (time, cost, com fort..), then al ter nate modes must be come more con ve nient than
travel in a per sonal ve hi cle. Con ges tion is just one of those fac tors that in flu ence the level of con ve nience.

Rea sons pro vided by those who in di cated they are neu tral about the state ment.

· There are other fac tors en cour ag ing com mu ters to use pub lic trans por ta tion such as high park ing charges. 

· I agree as long as suf fi cient pub lic trans por ta tion is avail able. How ever, when there aren't many/any other op tions, con ges tion leads to
frus tra tion which leads to ag gres sive driv ing. Also, con ges tion can be a sign of a thriv ing com mu nity, so all con ges tion is not bad.

· Con ges tion might en cour age tran sit use, but our buses gen er ally op er ate in the reg u lar traf fic lanes as well--neg a tive im pact on travel
times.

· Traf fic con ges tion is bad for all com mu ters -- those in ve hi cles and those us ing pub lic trans por ta tion. Both are slow.

· While it CAN be a good thing if pub lic trans por ta tion is avail able, if it is not, then con ges tion is NOT good.

· Con ges tion is a symp tom of a larger prob lem. By say ing that it is "good", you may en cour age ac tual pol i cies that pro mote it, which is ut -
ter non sense. I un der stand that peo ple find al ter na tives when con ges tion is a re al ity, but that does n't mean you have to cre ate it to gen -
er ate ridership. 

Percentage of Respondents

Respondents Working in Transportation
Planning and Transit

Respondents Working in Traffic Engineering

Agree 16% 3%

Neutral 40% 26%

Disagree 44% 71%

Total 100% 100%
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· Tran sit should be planned, de signed, im ple mented, and op er ated at a level of ef fi ciency and con ve nience that al lows com mu ters a rea -
son ably com par a tive choice among modes. 

· It is only ef fec tive if there is readily avail able and ef fi cient tran sit. Also it is more ap pli ca ble to more down town ar eas where cit i zens want
a more "peo ple ori en tated" at mo sphere ver sus car dom i nated.

· In an ur ban area, I agree. In a ru ral area where the con ges tion is due to the fact that only one route is avail able, I dis agree. Other sit u a -
tions could be con sid ered. Ad di tion ally, we as a so ci ety see con ges tion as a nec es sary evil, and con ges tion in it self is not likely to in flu -
ence mode choice.

· There needs to be a good tran sit al ter na tive in or der to en cour age com mu ters to use pub lic tran sit. It is not just about con ges tion.

· Traf fic con ges tion is not good from the com mu ter per spec tive but may no be so bad for busi ness own ers, and, yes, pub lic trans por ta tion 
should be an op tion for ev ery one re gard less of con ges tion.

· Traf fic con ges tion is not in and of it self a good thing. Its level of "good ness" de pends on con text. Con ges tion in an ur ban down town
means eco nomic ac tiv ity, con ges tion on an in ter state cor ri dor means loss of pro duc tiv ity. 

· I agree that traf fic con ges tion can be "good" as a sign of eco nomic vi tal ity and en cour ag ing use of pub lic tran sit or other non-mo tor ized
modes. How ever, not all con ges tion is equal.

· The most com mon com ment I hear is that the bus is stuck in the same con ges tion. There must be other in cen tives to pro mote pub lic
trans por ta tion. 

· This state ment is true in ar eas with good tran sit op tions (bus, light rail, etc.), but not true in ar eas with lim ited op tions. 

· Main tain ing ex ist ing ca pac ity de creases work for my in dus try.

· If traf fic con ges tion de lays pub lic trans por ta tion, it will not en cour age com mu ters to use pub lic trans por ta tion. You need to de velop sep -
a rate tran sit ways

· I live in Aus tin, which has the worst con gested area on the en tire length of I-35 from Mex ico to Can ada. Does n't seem to have forced
peo ple onto pub lic tran sit, al though those num bers are ris ing.

Rea sons pro vided by those who disagreed with the state ment.

· Many re sponded that traf fic con ges tion is never good, is bad for the en vi ron ment, hurts the econ omy and/or rep re sents a fail ure which
needs at ten tion and a rem edy.

· The mode choice is sue is eco nom ics. Peo ple will con tinue to choose auto un til it be comes too ex pen sive. Cur rently, pub lic tran sit agen -
cies can not pro vide more ser vice be cause they do not have suf fi cient re sources.

· There are too many things wrong with this state ment to list here.

· As pub lic ser vants, it is our duty to ac com mo date the pub lic. Mak ing pub lic trans por ta tion more at trac tive is good, but mak ing driv ing a
ve hi cle less at trac tive is rep re hen si ble.

· If the tran sit does not get them where they want to go quickly, safely and com fort ably, com mu ters will just sit in the com fort of their cars.

· Pub lic trans por ta tion de pends on intermodal con nec tiv ity and dis pa rate ser vices that re quire all cat e go ries to func tion ef fi ciently - one
bad ap ple spoils the whole bar rel.

· Traf fic con ges tion does n't en cour age or dis cour age one mode over the other. Mode choice is far more com pli cated than "if it's con -
gested, then more peo ple take the bus." Con ges tion cre ates prob lems for all modes be cause travel times be come un pre dict able, and
all any one re ally wants in a trans por ta tion net work is re li abil ity.

· Peo ple who are choos ing to drive won't be driven to pub lic trans por ta tion by con ges tion alone. They need to be at tracted by mak ing
pub lic tran sit better than driv ing.

· The least con ges tion would be good for both com mu ters and pub lic rid ers.

· This is noth ing but a state ment to pro mote a so cial agenda -- give it up.

· I don't be lieve that in the South con ges tion is re ally re lat ing to more pub lic trans por ta tion use. It leads to more frus tra tion and dan ger ous
ac tiv i ties.

· Not in my part of the coun try.

· This would be right from an en vi ron men tal per spec tive. Traf fic con ges tion is never good from the traf fic per spec tive.

· I do not be lieve that neg a tive con se quences should be used to force us ers to tran sit - in stead, the positives of the al ter na tive should en -
cour age use. These in clude lower cost, higher ef fi ciency and re duced travel time to name a few.

· It is stu pid to in cur un needed de lay, wasted time and en vi ron men tal im pacts to sup port an in cred i bly sub si dized mode such as tran sit.

· Traf fic con ges tion is a symp tom of bad pric ing and mis placed sub si dies/in cen tives.

· If there aren't vi a ble pub lic trans por ta tion op tions avail able then hav ing com mu ter con ges tion is not de sired and in creases the costs as -
so ci ated with com merce.

· I have seen lit tle ev i dence that con ges tion by it self in crease use of pub lic trans por ta tion. 

· First, tran sit is not as cost-ef fec tive - even APTA fig ures show a better b© ra tio for road way in vest ment than tran sit in vest ment. Sec ond,
not ev ery one wants to live in the types of en vi ron ments where tran sit is most com pet i tive. Third, there are a lot of places that can not sup -
port the tax bur den that would be nec es sary to make tran sit a vi a ble al ter na tive to many or most trips. Fourth, high con ges tion re duces
eco nomic com pet i tive ness for man u fac tur ers and ship pers in a given re gion. Fifth, highly con gested lo ca tions tend to have higher col li -
sion rates.

· Traf fic con ges tion de creases the qual ity of life.

· I be lieve most peo ple will take the mode of trans por ta tion that they can rea son ably af ford, takes the least amount of time to get them to
their des ti na tion, gives them the most flex i bil ity or op tions for ar rival and de par ture times and is avail able in an emer gency.

Pro fes sional Top ics (con tin ued)
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REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS

PUBLIC  AGENCIES — RFP notices are
published here FREE OF CHARGE — call
(703)764-0512 for details and deadline.

1. ADA Deficiency Analysis for Select
Transit Corridors
Agency:
Orleans Parish
Deadline:
April 4, 2012 at noon.
Contact:
Maggie Woodruff
Regional Planning Commission
10 Veterans Memorial Boulevard
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 
Website:
http://www.norpc.org/requests_for_proposal
s.html 
Description:
The purpose of this project is provide an
analysis and inventory of priority
intersections along or near existing transit
routes to advance street and sidewalk
accessibility for the mobility impaired
utilizing public transit. This is a
non-negotiated, lump sum contract in the
amount of $10,000. All interested firms are
invited to submit their proposals to undertake
this above analysis. 

2. Validation of Urban Freeway Models
Agency:
Transportation Research Board
Deadline:
May 1, 2012 at 4:30 p.m.
Contact:
William A. Hyman
Phone: 202-334-1914
Email: whyman@nas.edu 
Website:
http://apps.trb.org/cmsfeed/TRBNetProjectD
isplay.asp?ProjectID=3344
Description:
Project Number L33
The objectives of this project are threefold.
The first is to validate and enhance the most
important models – the “Data Poor” and
“Data Rich” models — estimated on large
data sets pertinent to urban freeways, which
were developed under SHRP 2 Reliability
Project L03. The second objective is to
enhance the level of confidence of researchers 
and practitioners regarding models that can
estimate the impact of various actions on
travel time reliability. The third objective,
through validation, is to promote acceptance
and use of the L03 type of models for
planning, programming, project
development, design, systems operations, and 
further research.
The scope of the L33 project is to validate the
“Data Rich” and “Data Poor” models
pertinent to urban freeways. This work
requires a validation plan, data acquisition, as
well as validation and refinement of the
existing models. Recommendations for
applying the validated and extended models
are part of the scope. It is important to
communicate to practitioners and researchers
how the L03-type of models are useful for
sketch planning and for more in-depth

analyses that use inputs on causes of
non-recurring congestion and the
characteristics of specific urban freeway
sections.

3. ITS Plan Update
Agency:
Orange County Transportation Authority
(OCTA)
Deadline:
April 23, 2012  
Contact:
Bridget Carman  
Phone: (714) 560-5478  
Email: bcarman@octa.net  
Website:
https://www.octa.net/cammnet/procurement1
_2.asp?detail=21364&cookies=true
Description:
The Orange County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA) is seeking proposals from qualified
firms to conduct a six-month study to update
the 2007 Orange County Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS) Strategic
Deployment Plan (Plan).  The Plan will
effectively replace the existing 2007 Updated
Plan and provide a list of viable,
cost-effective strategies and projects.  

4. Comprehensive Master Plan of
Bikeways
Agency:
City of Carson, CA
Deadline:
April 19, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
Contact:
Sharon Song, Associate Planner
City of Carson
Planning Division
701 East Carson Street
Carson, CA 90745
Website:
http://ci.carson.ca.us/bikeways
Description:
The City of Carson invites proposals from
qualified consultants to prepare the city’s first 
Comprehensive Master Plan of Bikeways.
The City of Carson was awarded the Caltrans
Transportation Planning Grant to create a
comprehensive plan through the active
participation of the public and analysis of the
existing local and regional network. The plan
will identify safe and efficient bicycle
amenities that improve mobility, provide
connections to other modes of transportation,
and serve the needs of all demographics. 

5. Vehicle Tracking and Mobile Data
Collection
Agency:
Orange County Transportation Authority
(OCTA)
Deadline:
March 19, 2012
Contact:
Linda Nenadovic Cantuna  
E-Mail: lcantuna@octa.net  

Phone; (714) 560-5605  
Website:
https://www.octa.net/cammnet/procurement
1_2.asp?detail=21447&cookies=true
Description:
2-1447  
The Orange County Transportation Authority 
invites proposals from qualified firms to
provide web-based vehicle tracking and data
collection application for Freeway Service
Patrol program vehicles.  

6. Post-Course Assessment and Reporting
Tool for Trainers  and Traffic Incident
Management 
Agency:
Transportation Research Board
Deadline:
May 1, 2012
Contact:
Gummada Murthy
Phone: 202-334-2542
Email: gmurthy@nas.edu
Website:
http://apps.trb.org/cmsfeed/TRBNetProject
Display.asp?ProjectID=3341
Description:
The objective is to develop a tool that
agencies can use to ensure student
achievement of the TIM training learning
objectives and to identify steps that agencies
can take to meet their goals for incident
response. The tool will have two components. 
The first is an assessment tool that trainers
can use to assess the effectiveness of the
SHRP 2 TIM training materials in helping
students achieve the learning objectives of
the curriculum. The second component
provides opportunity to identify resources or
equipment that TIM responders and
managers might need to achieve the goals of
successful TIM practices as presented in the
SHRP 2 TIM training material and
curriculum. 
To achieve the objectives and meet the
functional requirements of this project, the
contractor will develop and deliver:
A state-of-the-art report on current TIM
training program assessment processes that
helps project L32-C to define and establish a
comprehensive TIM assessment E-tool
program, and a TIM assessment tool that will
become the baseline assessment tool by
which TIM agencies determine the
effectiveness of SHRP 2 TIM training
materials. The tool will apply across multiple
target groups within incident response
agencies and organizations at all
organizational levels including: executives,
mid-level program managers, field
responders, and trainers conducting the
subject training.

http://apps.trb.org/cmsfeed/TRBNetProjectDisplay.asp?ProjectID=3344
http://apps.trb.org/cmsfeed/TRBNetProjectDisplay.asp?ProjectID=3344
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CONFERENCES 
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CITY VENUE  MAIN TOPICS WEBSITE /CONTACT INFO 
 

2012 

April 11-13 New Jersey State 
Transportation 
Conference & Expo 

Atlantic City, 
NJ 

Tropicana 
Hotel and 
Conference 
Center 

This conference includes new and 
changing programs, grant writing and 
administration, rules and regulations, 
technology, etc. for bus, rail, LRT, 
road and bridge, goods movement 
(rail and truck), pedestrians, bicycling, 
paratransit, senior citizen and 
disabled resident transportation, 
community transit and shuttles, 
ridesharing, welfare to work, parking, 
ferryboats and more. 

www.njtransactionconf.com 
 

April 15-18 AASHTO GIS for 
Transportation 
Symposium 

Loveland, 
CO 

Embassy 
Suites, 
Loveland 

The theme of this year’s 25th annual 
GIS-T Symposium is “Mainframe to 
Mainstream – 25 Years of Progress. 

http://www.gis-t.org/index.php  
 

April 16-18 TRB 9th National 
Conference on 
Transportation 
Asset Management 

San Diego, 
CA 

The Westin 
San Diego 

The conference will focus on “Making 
Asset Management Work in Your 
Organization” and feature four major 
tracks: Focus on Implementation, 
Pavement and Bridges, Beyond 
Pavement and Bridges and Transit 
State of Good Repair.  

www.TRB.org/Conferences/AssetManagement2012 
Matt Miller, MAMiller@NAS.edu, (202) 334-2608 
Tom Palmerlee, TPalmerlee@NAS.edu, (202) 334-2907 
 

April 17-19 TRB Joint Rail 
Conference: 
Technology to 
Advance the Future 
of Rail Transport 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Temple 
University and 
Crowne Plaza 
Hotel 

Multidisciplinary North American 
railroad conference encompassing all 
aspects of rail transportation and 
engineering research. The conference 
is a cooperative effort of the seven co-
sponsoring organizations and 
presentations will address railroad 
civil, mechanical, electrical, and 
systems engineering, as well as 
safety, planning, design, operations, 
maintenance, and management. The 
conference theme is Technology to 
Advance the Future of Rail Transport 
and will cover freight and passenger 
rail, encompassing commuter, 
regional and intercity systems. 

http://www.asmeconferences.org/JRC2012/index.cfm 
 

April 18-20 3rd International 
Conference on 
Urban 
Transportation 
Systems 
(ICUTS2012) 
(Conservatoire 
National des Arts et 
Métiers, France and 
others) 

Paris, France Conservatoire 
National des 
Arts et Metiers 
(CNAM) 

Planning, environment, and finance: 
planning tools, environmental and 
sustainability issues, and innovative 
financing mechanisms for planning, 
operations, and construction; 
operations & maintenance of vehicles 
and infrastructure: security, safety, 
and efficiency; design and 
construction of infrastructure 

http://ciasce.asce.org/news/ICUTS2012 
Pete Sklannik, Jr., Conference Program Chair 
Sklannik@pbworld.com 

April 18-20 7th UITP 
International Bus 
Conference 

Istanbul, 
Turkey 

Ceylan 
Intercontinent-
al Istanbul 

The focus of the conference will be 
affordability and cost effectiveness. 
Topics include: Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT)/BHLS Solutions, Contracts and 
Tendering, Decarbonisation and Zero 
Emissions, Bus Technology and 
Innovation and Fuel Economy. 

http://istanbul.uitp-events-expo.org/  

April 22-24 2012 Mileage-Based 
User Fee 
Symposium & 
Transportation 
Finance Summit (co-
sponosored by the 
Humphrey School and 
Center for 
Transportation 
Studies, I-95 Corridor 
Coalition, 
International Bridge, 
Tunnel and Turnpike 
Association, Mileage-
Based User Fee 
Alliance and Texas 
Transportation 
Institute) 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Hyatt Regency 
on the Hudson 

The conference will combine the best 
features of the IBTTA’s Transportation 
Finance Summit with the depth of 
content from the Symposium on 
Mileage Based User Fees organized 
by the Texas Transportation Institute 
and the University of Minnesota in 
2009-2011. The event will explore the 
latest studies and pilots in mileage-
based user fees and the range of 
financing tools available to toll 
agencies, state DOTs and local 
governments. 

http://www.cts.umn.edu/Events/   
Pam Snopl (612) 626-1077 or snopl001@umn.edu 
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April 24-26 Council of 
University 
Transportation 
Centers (CUTC) 
Workforce Summit 

Washington, 
DC 

L’Enfant Plaza 
Hotel 

The summit is designed to help foster 
a national dialogue on the needs for 
and development of the transportation 
workforce in the United States and to 
promote greater visibility for 
transportation careers in industry, 
government agencies, and academia. 

http://cutcworkforce.com 
Alison Black (202)289-4434 or ablack@artba.org 
 

April 23-26 Transport Research 
Arena, Europe 2012 

Athens, 
Greece 

Megaron 
Athens 
International 
Conference 
Centre 

TRA 2012 focuses on all aspects of 
surface transport modes. It aims not 
only to present the latest 
achievements in European research 
but also to provide a venue and forum 
where the technological 
developments needed for the next 
decades can be discussed and 
debated. 

http://year2012.traconference.eu 
Thessaloniki Public Transport Authority, Attn. Prof Panos 
Papaioannou, tel: +302310 483070 
programme@traconference.eu 
Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport & Networks, General 
Secretariat of Public Works, Attn. Mr. Sarantis Pantelias 
Tel: +302310 6424749 
infor@traconference.eu  

April 23-27 CUTA Transit 
Scheduling and 
Runcutting 

Austin, TX Capital Metro 
Training 
Annex 

The Canadian Urban Transit 
Association offers a full week of 
intensive hands-on training, led by 
expert instructors. 

http://www.cutaactu.ca/en/educationandtraining/resources/
TransitSchedulingandRuncutting-Austin.pdf 
John Moudakis (416) 365-9800 ext. 121 or 
moudakis@cutaactu.ca 

April 25-27 ITE Mid-Colonial 
District Annual 
Meeting 

Lancaster, 
PA 

Lancaster 
Marriott at 
Penn Square 

The program will include 
approximately 10 sessions consisting 
of presentations, a workshop and 
roundtable discussion on a 
transportation-related topic. 

http://www.wdcsite.net/pages/2012mtgs/Mid_Colonial_Dist
rict_Annual_Meeting_Save-the-
date_and_Call_for_Abstracts.pdf 
 
 

April 29-
May 1 

2012 IBTTA 
Symposium on 
Mileage-based User 
Fees and 
Transportation 
Finance Summit 

Jersey City, 
NJ 

Hyatt Regency 
on the Hudson 

The conference combines the best 
features of IBTTA’s Transportation 
Finance Summit with the depth of 
content from the Symposium on 
Mileage Based User Fees organized 
by the Texas Transportation Institute 
and the University of Minnesota in 
2009-2011. 

http://www.ibtta.org/Events/EventDetailWithVideo.cfm?Ite
mNumber=5679&navItemNumber=5728 
Lee W. Munnich, Jr. (612) 625-7357 or 
lmunnich@umn.edu 
 

April 30-
May 2 

TRB Innovations in 
Travel Demand 
Forecasting 

Tampa, FL Hyatt Regency 
Tampa 

The conference is designed to allow 
researchers and practitioners to share 
knowledge and experiences on 
current models and modeling 
research. The conference will review 
advances made possible by the 
integration of social, land-use, 
transportation supply, and technology 
into the modeling process. 

http://www.cvent.com/events/4th-transportation-research-
board-conference-on-innovations-in-travel-modeling-itm-
/event-summary-
092a2bae88ec4d3e8c752667802ba215.aspx 
Kim Fisher KFisher@nas.edu  

May 6-9 American Public 
Transportation 
Association Bus and 
Paratransit 
Conference 

Long Beach, 
CA 

Renaisssance 
Long Beach & 
Long Beach 
Convention & 
Entertainment 
Center 

The conference includes a series of 
interactive sessions focused in a 
variety of topic areas, as well as a bus 
display and exhibitor showcase 
featuring the latest bus and 
paratransit vehicles, products, and 
services. 

http://apta.com/mc/bus/Pages/default.aspx 
Adam Martin (202) 496-4845 or amartin@apta.com 
 
 

May 7-9 International 
Conference: UITP 
Local Rail Summit 
2012 

Warsaw, 
Poland 

Warsaw 
Marriott Hotel 

This Summit, prepared by the Metro, 
Light Rail and Regional Railways 
Divisions of UITP, will highlight the 
benefits of each local rail mode and 
its specific challenges, as well as 
underlying intermodal synergies. 
Overarching topics related to all 
modes such as policy, financing, 
customer services and the potential 
for rail integration will be discussed. 
The Summit will also include separate 
modal sessions focusing on specific 
issues and challenges. 

http://warsaw.uitp-events-expo.org/en 
Nathalie Simon, Events Assistant, UITP +32 2 663 66 66 
or nathalie.simon@uitp.org 
 
 

May 18-21 2012 AASHTO 
Spring Meeting 

Traverse 
City, MI 

Grand 
Traverse 
Resort and 
Spa 

The AASHTO Spring Meeting offers 
transportation executives the 
opportunity to network and share the 
latest in industry policies and 
innovations. Hosted by the Michigan 
Department of Transportation, this 
year's meeting in Traverse City, 
Michigan, also includes informational 
sessions on envisioning future freight 
flows and infrastructure adaptation, as 
well as a CEO roundtable discussion 
on the ways to most effectively 
optimize the transportation system. 

http://www.aashtospringmeeting.org/ 
Monica Russell (202) 624-3696 or mrussell@aashto.org 
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May 21-23 ITS America 22nd 
Annual Meeting and 
Exposition 

Washington, 
DC 

Gaylord 
National Hotel 
and 
Convention 
Center, 
National 
Harbor, MD 

This year’s theme is “Smart 
Transportation: A Future We Can 
Afford.” The focus will be on 
affordable strategies to create smart 
cities and communities that are safer, 
cleaner, more livable and less 
congested. 

http://www.itsa.org/events/majorconferences/2012-
meeting 
 

May 22-24 TRB 14th 
International 
HOV/HOT and 
Managed Lanes 
Conference 

Oakland, CA Marriott 
Oakland City 
Center 

The conference is designed to help 
advance the state-of-the-art related to 
managed lanes and pricing strategies. 
The conference theme will focus on 
the evolution of high-occupancy-
vehicle (HOV) lanes into high-
occupancy-toll (HOT) and managed 
lanes using pricing and other 
strategies to address metropolitan 
mobility and accessibility. 

http://www.cvent.com/events/14th-international-managed-
lanes-conference/event-summary-
1489802cf7d049a5a9e25b893bb761bb.aspx 
 

May 23-25 TRB Making 
Progress: 
Transportation 
Planners and 
Programmers Turn 
Ideas into Reality 

Denver, CO Grand Hyatt 
Denver 

The conference will dive into the steps 
transportation planners and 
programmers take to turn ideas into 
reality – from setting long-range 
visions and plan development to 
investment decisions and project 
delivery – and showcase key tools 
and strategies along the way. 

http://www.cvent.com/events/making-progress-
transportation-planners-and-programmers-turn-ideas-into-
reality/event-summary-
3d267854366c4e5f87247470d5f33fa7.aspx 
Kim Fisher at kfisher@nas.edu 

June 3-6 American Public 
Transportation 
Association Rail 
Conference 

Dallas, TX Hyatt Regency 
Dallas 

Discussions and workshops will focus 
on timely issues of widespread 
interest for all rail modes, including 
high-speed rail. The conference will 
also include an exhibitor showcase 
featuring the latest rail products and 
services. 

http://apta.com/mc/rail/Pages/default.aspx 
 

June 4-7 TRB’s North 
American Travel 
Monitoring 
Exposition and 
Conference 
(NATMEC): 
Improving Traffic 
Data Collection, 
Analysis and Use 

Dallas, TX The Fairmont 
Dallas 

NATMEC 2012 will provide an 
opportunity for traffic monitoring 
professionals to exchange and share 
information related to the collection, 
management, and use of monitored 
traffic data in all applications. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to 
network with local state and federal 
representatives along with peers, 
industry representatives, and vendors 
of equipment and software. 
 

http://www.cvent.com/events/natmec-icwim/event-
summary-cca37ba719c84b3aa299688e1c54c7ca.aspx 
 

June 10-12 2012 NASTO Annual 
Meeting 

Baltimore, 
MD 

Renaissance 
Baltimore 
Harborplace 
Hotel 

N/A http://transportation.org/meetings/343.aspx 
 

June 10-14 46th National 
Association of 
Regional Councils 
(NARC) Annual 
Conference and 
Exhibition 

St. 
Petersburg, 
FL 

N/A Representatives of Regional Councils 
and Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations -- leadership, 
professional staff, board members, 
local elected officials, technical and 
program staff – will come together to 
share best practices, attend 
informative sessions on program, 
legislative and regulatory issues, as 
well as avail of training and technical 
services. Speakers include experts 
from the public and private sector, 
congressional and state lawmakers, 
and individuals from universities and 
non-profit organizations. 

http://narc.org/events/conferences/what-is-the-annual-
conference-and-exhibition.html  
 
 
 

June 17-20 National Committee 
on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices 
(NCUTCD) Summer 
Meeting 

Orlando, FL Wyndham 
Orlando 
Resort 

The Technical Committees will be 
meeting during the afternoon and 
evenings of Wednesday and 
Thursday and the NCUTCD Council 
will meet Thursday and Friday 
mornings. 

http://ncutcd.org/meeting-201206.shtml 
 

June 19-22 TRB Innovations in 
Traffic Flow Theory, 
Highway Capacity, 
and Quality of 
Service Symposium 

Ft. 
Lauderdale, 
FL 

 The symposium will highlight the 
applications of traffic flow theory on 
current modeling practices; explore 
future developments in the field; 
examine real-time measurements of 
traffic performance; and look at 
expected contributions that remote 
sensing, vehicle probes, and similar 
devices will make to advancing the 
state of the practice. 

http://www.trb.org/Calendar/Blurbs/164321.aspx 
Richard Cunard of TRB at RCunard@nas.edu 
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DATES CONFERENCE AND 
SPONSOR 

CITY VENUE  MAIN TOPICS WEBSITE /CONTACT INFO 
 

June 24-27 TRB’s 4th Urban 
Street Symposium 

Chicago, IL Holiday Inn 
Chicago Mart 
Plaza 

The symposium is designed to 
explore improvements in suburban 
and urban street design practices, 
foster discussions on alternative 
street design practices, examine 
alternative street designs, and 
facilitate the transfer of urban street 
research findings to state agencies 
and to local governments. 

http://www.mwite-uss4-2012.org/home 
 

June 24-27 TRB 2012 Summer 
Workshop 

Little Rock, 
AR 

Peabody Hotel The conference will look at the latest 
developments in approaches, 
technologies and policies as they 
affect environmental, ecology and air 
quality challenges of planning, design, 
construction and maintenance of 
surface transportation systems. 

Martin Palmer at palmema@wsdot.wa.gov or Lynn 
Malbrough at Lynn.Malbrough@arkansashighways.com 
 

July 2012 12th International 
Conference on 
Advanced Systems 
for Public Transport 

Santiago, 
Chile 

Ritz Carleton N/A N/A 

July 7-12 2012  Western 
Association of State 
Highway and 
Transportation 
Officials (WASHTO) 
Annual Meeting 

Colorado 
Springs, CO 

N/A N/A http://www.washto.org/meetings/default.asp 

July 8-12 IAMBAS/TRB 6th 
International 
Conference on 
Bridge Maintenance, 
Safety and 
Management 

Cernobbio, 
Lake Como, 
Italy 

Villa Erba, 
Lake Como, 
Italy 

The event will feature speakers from 
the US, UK, Brazil, France, Italy and 
Hong Kong and aims to bring together 
all the very best work that has been 
done in the field of bridge 
maintenance, safety and 
management and related topics to 
stimulate and promote research into 
this field, and to bridge the gap 
between theory and practice. 

http://www.iabmas2012.org/ 
 

July 8-11 Transportation 
Research Board 
(TRB) Joint Summer 
Meeting 

Irvine, CA N/A Transportation professionals 
specializing in planning, policy, and 
data systems will share information in 
open committee meetings, joint 
collaborative discussions, and general 
sessions. 

http://www.trb.org/Calendar/Blurbs/165999.aspx 
 

July 10-12 Northeast 
Association of State 
Transportation 
Officials (NASTO) 
Annual Conference 

Baltimore, 
MD 

Renaissance 
Baltimore 
Harborplace 
Hotel 

N/A http://nasto.org/?page_id=564 
 

July 13-17 National Association 
of Counties (NACo) 
Annual Conference 
and Exposition 

Pittsburgh, 
PA 

David L. 
Lawrence 
Convention 
Center 

Provides county officials with an 
opportunity to vote on NACo’s policies 
related to federal legislation and 
regulation; elect officers; network with 
colleagues; learn about innovative 
county programs; find out about 
issues impacting counties across the 
country; and view products and 
services from participating companies 
and exhibitors. 

http://www.naco.org/meetings/dates/Lists/Event%20Calen
dar/DispForm_naco.aspx?List=0f08eeb5%2De5e1%2D44
1f%2D8034%2D18f3e879f28f&ID=113&Source=http%3A
%2F%2Fwww%2Enaco%2Eorg%2Fmeetings%2Fdates%
2FPages%2FUpcomingEvents%2Easpx 
 

July 17-20 2012 TRB 10th 
Access Management 
Conference and 
Transportation 
Planning 
Conference 

Dallas, TX Hyatt Regency 
Dallas 

The conference program is being 
developed to meet professional needs 
through the dissemination of the latest 
information by professionals in the 
transportation field. 

http://www.accessmanagement.info/AM2012/index.html 
Event Management and Planning at Texas Transportation 
Institute at Texas A&M at (979) 862-1219 or 
events@tamu.edu. 

July 28-31 117th Annual 
International 
Municipal Signal 
Association (IMSA) 
Conference 

Orlando, FL Omni Orlando 
Resort at 
Champions 
Gate 

The tentative program calls for four-
day schools on topics such as 
electronics in traffic signals and 
microprocessors in traffic signals, and 
seminars on topics such as interior 
and municipal fire alarms, traffic 
signal design and construction, 
roadway lighting and traffic signal 
inspection. 

http://www.imsasafety.org/2012conf/conf2012.html 
 


