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 Chapter 2, Section 3 – Texas Policy on Bridge Railing – Rail Type Selection

– The AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications describes Test Level 4 as "taken to be 
generally acceptable for the majority of applications on high-speed highways, freeways, 
expressways, and Interstate highways with a mixture of trucks and heavy vehicles." Based on 
this recommendation, bridge railings rated TL-4 as per MASH 2016 are required for new 
construction and for bridge railing upgrades of all bridges carrying the main lanes of 
Interstate highways and divided highways. Bridge railings rated TL-4 are recommended for 
other routes that carry a mixture of trucks and heavy vehicles.
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https://www.aaroads.com/guides/tx-024/

https://www.aaroads.com/guides/tx-024/
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– End Treatments
• Is there space?
• Do NOT mix a T631 

or T631LS 
with a short radius
MBGF

• T631 must be 
anchored with 
25’ MBGF plus 
appropriate end
treatment

5



TxDOT Bridge Webinar January 18, 2023

Questions and/or Feedback

6

Copyright 2023 • Texas Department of Transportation • All Rights Reserved 

Entities or individuals that copy and present state agency information must identify the source of the content,
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individual nor the information, as it is presented on its website, is endorsed by the State of Texas or any state
agency. To protect the intellectual property of state agencies, copied information must reflect the copyright,
trademark, service mark, or other intellectual property rights of the state agency whose protected information is
being used by the entity or individual. Entities or individuals may not copy, reproduce, distribute, publish, or
transmit, in any way this content for commercial purposes. This presentation is distributed without profit and is
being made available solely for educational purposes. The use of any copyrighted material included in this
presentation is intended to be a “fair use” of such material as provided for in Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107 of the
US Copyright Law.
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