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PUBLIC MEETING DRAWS INTEREST FROM COMMUNITY

One hundred ninety-nine
(199) people attended a public
meeting held by the El Paso
District of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation
(TxDOT), in conjunction with
the City of El Paso and their
consultant team on Wednes-
day, August 18" for the pro-
posed Lee Trevino Drive Ex-
tension Project. The project
was commissioned to study
the possibility of extending Lee
Trevino Drive from North Loop
Road to Loop 375. The meet-
ing was held at Ysleta High
School, located at 8600 Ala-
meda Avenue.

Community members in
attendance first participated in
an open house that provided
them the opportunity to review
maps and exhibits showing the
project’s location. After the
open house, they viewed a
presentation that gave an
overview of the project and
detailed information on the
evaluation process used to
evaluate nine route alterna-
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tives identified by the consult-
ant team. Tina Walker, P.E.,
with Parsons Brinckerhoff,
informed community members
that only three of the nine al-
ternatives would carry over
into the next phase of the
study (For more information
see "Three of a Kind" article
on page 2).

After the presentation, an
oral comment period took
place in order to gather public
issues and concerns regarding
the process used to identify
the three alternatives. This
information will then be used
by the consultant team to de-
velop and recommend the
preferred route for this project.
County Commissioner Miguel
Teran stressed the importance
of providing comments at this
stage of the project and eleven
area residents took advantage
of the opportunity. Concerns
were raised about the prox-
imity of alternatives to area
schools, the public involve-
ment process and the potential

for increased noise levels.
Public comments received
from the public meeting are
currently being used to refine
the remaining alternatives into
one preferred alternative that
will be presented in a follow-up
public meeting sometime in
2005.

Community members were
further assured that TxDOT
and the City of El Paso are
committed to the public in-
volvement process and will
continue to keep the lines of
communication open in order
to find the best option for the
community and the city. The
consultant group will hold addi-
tional meetings (See "Next
Steps" article on page 2). If
you know anyone who would
like to be added to the mailing
list or would like a copy of the
information handed out at the
public meeting, please feel
free to contact Robert Moreno
with Moreno Cardenas Inc. at
(915) 532-2091 or by e-mail at
leetrevino@dot.state.tx.us
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Next Steps

With three alternatives re-
maining, many residents at the
public meeting expressed con-
cerns over public involvement,
fearing that their comments
were coming too late in the
process. However, this is not
the case. This project will
require the use of federal
funds. As aresult TxDOT, the
City of El Paso and the con-
sultant team are required to
gather input from the commu-
nity and to address the issues
raised.

Environmental
Assessment

Comments received prior to,
during and after the August
18th meeting will help the con-
sultant team refine their criteria
during the Environmental
Analysis phase. This involves
a more detailed look at envi-
ronmental, social and eco-
nomic impacts, and more de-
tailed engineering. The goal of
the Environmental Analysis will
be to identify one preferred
alternative, even if it is the No-
build option.

Public Meeting

During the Environmental
Analysis phase, the project
team will hold another public
meeting to present and gather
feedback on the preferred
alternative. At this point, all
residents directly impacted by
the preferred alternative will be
notified. The public at large
will also be notified through
public media and the distribu-
tion of another newsletter.

Formal Environmental
Document

After the public meeting, the
preferred alternative will be
refined even further and the
consultant team will develop a
formal environmental docu-
ment to be submitted to the
Federal Highway Administra-
tion and other governing agen-
cies. This document will be a
record of all the work done to
identify the preferred route and
the public comments received
along the way.

Continued on page 4

THREE OF A KIND: A CLOSER LOOK AT THE
PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES FOR THE LEE
TREVINO DRIVE EXTENSION PROJECT

The public meeting on August 18, 2004, at Ysleta High School was held in order to present the
remaining three alternatives still under consideration for the proposed Lee Trevino Drive Extension
Project. Nine different alternatives were originally developed to possibly extend Lee Trevino Drive
to Loop 375. These alternatives were then evaluated according to a set of 25 criteria developed
jointly by a technical work group and the consultant team.

The 25 criteria were used to compare and contrast the various alternatives and their impacts to
the community, schools, the environment, existing roadways and their capacities, properties with
cultural significance, parks and ultimately the cost of construction. After applying these criteria to
the set of nine alternatives, the consultant team concluded that Alternatives 6, 7, and 8 would
provide the greatest benefit with the least impacts and should move forward for further considera-
tion. A map of all three can be seen on the opposite page.

Several of the alternatives were eliminated due to their impacts on schools, parks, and proper-
ties of cultural significance. Others were less desirable due to operational constraints such as the
number of new intersections created. All three of the remaining options are still within close prox-
imity to some of the valued resources identified by the community and the consultant team.
However, given that the study area is within a populated city area, this is not unusual.

While it would be ideal to have an alternative with zero impacts to the community and environ-
ment, this is a virtual impossibility in our developed community. To further assess the alternatives,
the consultant team will conduct an Environmental Assessment (See "Next Steps" article on this
page) to identify the alternative which provides the greatest benefits with the least impacts to the
community. For this reason, the remaining three alternatives will be evaluated against a fourth
option which is essentially to do nothing, or No-build. The No-build option is in place to ensure that
the alternative selected does not make the current situation any worse. This is not to say that the
No-build option is without impacts. Following is a brief description of each of the remaining three

alternatives.

Alternative 6
+ Starts at North Loop Road

+ Proceeds south to the west
side of the Corpus Christi
Monastery

+ Aligned with open land until
UPRR

+ Across UPRR, Franklin Ca-
nal

+ Impacts neighborhood
south of UPRR

+ Travels 35 feet west of the
Pueblo Viejo Park

+ Crosses Alameda Avenue
150 feet west of Ysleta Bap-
tist Church (through parking
lot)

+ Crosses the north parking
lot of Ysleta High School
+ Follows Elvin Way

+ Across Playa Lateral
through Capistrano Subdivi-
sion, which is currently un-
der construction, to Loop
375

+ 2.0 Miles Long

Alternative 7

.
.
.
.

Starts at North Loop Road
Across Mockingbird Road
Through Residential Areas

Across Juan de Herrera
Lateral

Across UPRR, Franklin Ca-
nal

Travels 65 feet west of
Pueblo Viejo Park

Crosses Alameda Avenue
at Prado Road

Follows Prado Road
(Adjacent to Chacon Inter-
national Elementary School)

Across Playa Drain to Loop
375

2.2 Miles Long

Alternative 8
+ Starts at North Loop Road

+ Proceeds south to the west
of the Corpus Christi Mon-
astery

+ Would go to the northwest
side of Lasso Drive
Subdivision

+ Southwest of the Marion
Manor park

¢ Across Juan de Herrera
Lateral

¢ Across UPRR, Franklin Ca-
nal

¢ Crosses the north side of
the Student Entrepreneur
Center

¢ Crosses Alameda Avenue
at Whittier Road

+ Follows Whittier Road

+ Across Playa Drain to Loop
375

+ 2.1 Miles Long
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Tell us what you think about the proposed alternatives.

What, if anything, do you like about the remaining three alternatives?
Name

Address

Daytime Phone #

What, if anything, do you dislike about the remaining three alternatives?

Evening Phone #

Please help us improve transportation in your community by
sending us your ideas and comments. We want to hear from
you. Comments and questions can be addressed to :

Moreno Cardenas, Inc. At this point in time, do you prefer any one of the alternatives over the
2505 E. Missouri Ave. others?

El Paso, Texas 79903
Attn: Roberto Moreno, P.E.
E-mail: leetrevino@dot.state.tx.us
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CONTACT
INFORMATION

Mail to:

Moreno Cardenas Inc.
2505 E. Missouri Ave.

El Paso, Texas 79903
Attn: Robert Moreno, P.E.

Call (915) 532-2091

Fax (915) 542-0307

E-mail:
leetrevino@dot.state.tx.us

Next Steps Continued

Public Hearing

Once the document is prepared, members of the community will have a final opportunity to comment
on the project and the environmental document at a public hearing. A public hearing follows a formal
protocol, whereas public meetings are more informal.
Right-of-way Acquisition

Assuming a “build alternative” is selected and supported by the community and the agencies involved
grant environmental clearance, the next step in the process would be to develop right-of-way acquisition
maps, followed by purchase of the required properties. (To learn more about the right-of-way acquisi-
tion process, please call Jerry Kummerl, with TxDOT, at (915) 790-4485.)
Construction

The final step is to build the project. The timeline for construction to begin is 2011. Outside factors
such as funding and construction priorities could push that timeline back even further. The project staff
and the consultant team are very much interested in hearing from the community with any questions or
concerns. If you would like to get in touch with the consultant team, please contact Robert Moreno
using the information provided in the sidebar.
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