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To:  IH 30 Community Advisory Work Group  
 
From: Matthew Craig, P.E., Halff Associates, Inc. 
 
Subject:  Community Advisory Work Group Meeting 
 
Meeting Date: January 23, 2006 - 6:00 to 7:45 PM 
 
Location: Arlington Chamber of Commerce 
 
Project: IH 30 Corridor Study 
 & Environmental Assessment 
 TxDOT CSJ: 1068-02-076;  
 Halff AVO 21192/WO02 

 
 
 
 
 
1.  WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 

Mohammad Al Hweil, IH 30 Project Manager for Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), 
welcomed the group to the fourth Community Advisory Work Group (CAWG).  Mr. Al Hweil 
began the meeting with self introduction of attendees.   

 
2.  PROJECT OVERVIEW & STATUS OF SCHEMATICS 

Mr. Al Hweil provided an overview of the IH 30 project location and scope of work. This 
project�s schematic and environmental study begins at Oakland Ave. and extends to proposed SH 
161 near the Dallas/Tarrant County line.  Halff Associates is preparing the roadway schematic 
from Oakland to Cooper St. for TxDOT.  The City of Arlington hired the consulting team of 
Graham Associates/Schrickel Rollins to prepare the schematic plan from Cooper to Ballpark 
Way, termed the �Three Bridges� project.  The section of IH 30 from Ballpark to Great 
Southwest Parkway, which includes the SH 360 interchange, is part of the separate SH 360 study 
by TxDOT.  Halff Associates is also developing the schematic from Great Southwest Pky. to just 
west of the future SH 161, tying into improvements under design and construction within Dallas 
County.  The Environmental Assessment from Oakland to SH 161 is under development by Halff 
Associates as a consultant to TxDOT.  
Halff Associates and the Three Bridges team submitted the 60% draft schematics to TxDOT on 
November 10th.  A revised 60% draft schematic for the Three Bridges segment is scheduled for 
later in January.  The Draft (90%) Schematic is scheduled to be submitted to TxDOT District in 
February.  After TxDOT review, the schematics will then be submitted to TxDOT Design 
Division and FHWA for review.  

Attendees:  
Charles Edwards � White Lake Hills NA 
Scott Huffman - TCB 
J. Luke � Arlington Chamber of Commerce 
Pam Dawson � Lincoln Square Shopping Ctr 
Mark � Arlington Convention Center 
Mohammed Al Hewil - TxDOT 
Sonja Whitehead � TxDOT 
Curtis Hanan � TxDOT 
Matthew Asaolu � TxDOT 
Ron Perry � TxDOT 
Jack Johnson - TxDOT 
Mike Walker � City of Arlington 
Kent Beasley � SRA 
Joe Bradley � SRA 
Jim Richardson - Townscape 
Mark Burckhard � Graham Associates 
Everett Spaeth � Halff Associates 
Francois DeKock � Halff Associates 
Rick Thomas � Halff Associates 
Chad Gardiner � Halff Associates 
Matt Craig � Halff Associates 
Alva  Baker � Baker Consulting 
Rick Vasquez � City of Fort Worth 
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Mark Burckhard with Graham Associates gave an overview of Three Bridges project.  The 
project includes new interchanges and Center Street improvements, improvements to Collins St., 
a new bridge at Baird Farm road, and the addition of Texas u-turns at each bridge.   
Jim Richardson with Townscape provided an overview of enhancements to Three Bridges.  They 
want to make the bridges more walkable with shade structures.   
Matt Craig provided an overview on the IH 30 schematic.  He also mentioned the SH 360 project 
upgrade status, with ongoing TxDOT review.  A Public Hearing for SH 360 is expected in the 2nd 
Quarter of 2006.   

 
Questions and comments raised by the attendees included: 
 Were no walls considered west of 820?   

 Mr. Craig � It is part of an extensive analysis in the EA, and will be discussed later in the 
meeting. 

 Will Copeland Road be one way or two?   
Mr. Burckhard � One way up to Convention Center, then two way for local access near Ballpark 
Way. 

 What about the north side?  
Mr. Burckhard � North side will be one way also. 

 What about schedule for construction?   
Mr. Al Hweil � The schedule is not set yet, the team needs to finish the planning step first. 

 Is it true that Baird Farm Bridge will be built first? 
Mr. Burckhard � No, Center Street is the first step in construction, it starts about 3 months before 
the rest of 3 Bridges. Normal process takes longer. 

 When is it starting? Late 2007 is the normal process? Collins after Center?  
Mr. Al Hweil � Very many others influences on schedule decision. After this stage�s approval, 
then can do ROW, Utility relocation & PS&E.  Phasing of construction is now being worked out 
along with traffic control and funding.  
Mark � Yet to determine the amount of managed lanes and main lane to be constructed initially. 

 Do you plan to complete by 2009?  
Yet to be determined how much will be completed by 2009. The intent is to do as much as 
possible by 2009. The city helped by hiring its own consultant. 
 

 
3.  STATUS OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

Mr. Craig provided a summary of the initial results of the IH 30 EA.  He stated that on December 
20th the study team received TxDOT District comments on the draft Environmental Assessment 
originally submitted on November 29th.  The study team met with TxDOT to discuss review 
comments and noise barrier locations.  The noise analysis must still be reviewed by TxDOT 
District and Austin before being released to the public.  Mr. Craig concluded by saying that they 
expect the revised draft EA to be submitted back to TxDOT District next week.   Upon District 
approval, the draft EA will be submitted to TxDOT Environmental Division (ENV) and then to 
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FHWA for review. The public hearing is scheduled for July 2006 with a FONSI anticipated in 
September 2006. 
 
 

4. URBAN DESIGN AND AESTHETIC ENHANCEMENT 
 Mr. Everett Spaeth and Mr. Francois De Kock with Halff Associates next presented a slide 
show on the continued development of aesthetic improvements under consideration for the section of 
IH 30 outside the Three Bridges project.  Mr. Spaeth opened an overview of the December 
presentation.  Mr. de Kock then used a slide presentation to show examples of possible aesthetic 
treatment within the project.  These included structural treatments at bridges, surface treatments to 
retaining walls, landscape or hardscape treatments at cross streets, and other potential improvements.  
 
 
5. OPEN DISCUSSION & CLOSING  
 Mr. Al Hweil announced that if there were no additional comments, this would be the final 
meeting.  He reminded members that the public hearing announcement would be mailed to them.  
It�s tentatively scheduled for July.  
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
This concludes the Meeting Minutes. Our goal is to provide a complete and accurate summary of the 
proceedings of the subject meeting in these minutes. If you feel that any of the items listed above are 
not correct, or that any information is missing or incomplete, please contact Halff Associates so that 
the matter can be resolved, and a correction issued if necessary. These minutes will be assumed to be 
correct and accepted if we do not hear from you within ten (10) calendar days from your receipt. 


