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To: IH 30 Technical Support Group Members
From: Matt Craig, P.E., Halff Associates, Inc.
Subject: Technical Support Group Meeting

Meeting Date: February 1, 2006 — 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM

L ocation: NCTCOG, 2" Floor Conference Room
616 Six Flags Dr., Suite 200 Centrepoint Two
Arlington, TX

Minutes Date: February 28, 2006

Project: IH 30 Schematic & Environmental Assessment
TxDOT CSJ: 1068-02-072; Halff AVO 23448/FC120

1. INTRODUCTION

Mohammad Al Hweil, P.E., Project Manager for the Fort Worth
District of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) welcomed the
group, and provided an overview of the meeting agenda and materials handed
out to the group.

2. UPDATED SCHEDULES

Attendees: 28 members
Fiona Allen - Arlington

Jill House — Arlington

Bob Lowrey - Arlington

Mike Walker — Arlington

Brett Allred — Arlington Chamber
Casey Townsend — Dallas Cowboys
Abed Abukar - DART

Anita Wilson - FHWA

Rick Vasguez — Fort Worth

Mark Burckhard- Graham

Jeff Williams - Graham

Matthew Craig — Halff

Rick Thomas - Halff

Mike Starek - ITS

Wes Beckham- NCTCOG

Mike Copeland - NTTA

Joe Bradley — Schriekel, Rallins
Kent Besley — Schriekel, Rallins
John Hardin — Texas Rangers
David Cowley — The T

Stephen Ranft — TTI

Christopher Poe- TTI

Stephen Endres— TxDOT Dallas
Mohammad Al Hweil — TxXDOT FW
Matthew Asaolu — TXDOT FW
Paul Hodnett— TxDOT FW

Curtis Loftis— TxDOT FW

Sonja Whitehead — TXDOT FW

Mr. Al Hwell distributed updated schedules for both the IH 30 Schematic/EA devel opment

and the Center Street bridge project.

Mr. Al Hwell began by reviewing the schedule distributed at the meeting for the overall IH
30 design schematic and EA. A revised 60% draft schematic for the Three Bridges segment is
scheduled for submittal by February 10 to the District for review. The Draft (90%) Schematic for 3
Bridges is scheduled to be submitted to TXDOT District by early March. The 90% draft Schematic
for the area outside Three Bridges was submitted by Halff to TxDOT at the meeting. After TXDOT
District reviews, the schematics will be submitted to TXDOT Design Division and FHWA by the end
of March. Mr. Al Hwell noted that the schematic schedule should not affect the final FONSI

schedule as long as the schematics are submitted to Austin by late March.

Mr. Al Hwell noted that the IH 30 EA and Center Street PCE were recently submitted to
Austin for review. Hethanked FHWA for offering to review the environmental documents
concurrently with the TXDOT ENV Division. The FONSI is expected in early October with the

Center St. Schematic/PCE approval about 3 to 4 months ahead of the FONSI.
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3. IH 30 DESIGN SCHEMATIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Matthew Craig with Halff Associates updated the group regarding the status of the IH 30
Schematic design. He noted that the 90% draft schematic reflecting the IH 30 air conformity design
(5-1-5) was submitted to TxDOT at the meeting. He also noted that the TxDOT Dallas District
provided review comments on the 90% draft schematic for the interim IH 30 improvements at
today’s meeting. Ms. AnitaWilson with FHWA asked if the schematics for the interim and the
ultimate improvements would be submitted as one package or two. Mr. Craig replied that the IH 30
Interim improvements schematic would be submitted with the TxXDOT Dallas District improvement
schematics. The 2025 improvements on the schematics for Tarrant County will be process
separately from the interim improvements.

Mr. Craig next distributed lane balance diagrams to demonstrate how each stage of
improvements will work for the years 2005, 2007, 2009, 2025 and 2030. The 2007 improvements
reflect the interim widening between Ballpark Way and Dallas County (Duncan Perry Rd.). The
2009 stage reflects the 3 Bridges construction, which extends the HOV lanes west to about Center St.
The 2025 stage shows the reconstruction of IH 30 from Center to IH 820 and the inside widening of
IH 30 from IH 820 to Oakland. The managed lanes are also extended as a single reversible lane from
Dadlas Co. lineto west of Fielder. The 2030 ultimate improvements show a2 lane reversible
managed HOV system extending west to IH 820 with flyover ramps east of Cooks Ln.

Mr. Craig concluded his presentation by listing the design exceptions that will be needed for
these projects. The interim improvements (2007) will require design exceptions for vertical
clearance at the SH 360, Six Flags Dr., Great Southwest Pky., and UP Railroad bridges. Theinside
shoulder widths will transition down to 2’ wide to match at the Dallas County line. Lane widths will
also be 11’ wide. In the ultimate improvement schematic (2025), the design exceptions include
inside shoulder widths that will transition down to 8’ wide to match at Oakland Blvd. Lane widths
from Oakland to IH 820 will be 11.5’ and the shoulders at IH 820 will be reduced at the bridge
columns. The IH 30 main lane bridges over the IH 820 main lane bridges will have reduced vertical
clearance due to the bridge widening. The 2’ inside shoulders of the managed lanes will be used on
the east end to transition into the Dallas County improvements.

4. ARLINGTON THREE+ BRIDGESSTATUS

Mr. Jeff Williams with Graham Associates briefed the group on the status of the Three+
Bridges Project. He noted that it was a major design change for them to provide an ultimate 5-2-5
cross section (five lanes each way on the general purpose lanes and one lane reversible managed lane
in the middle) when they originally had a 5-1-5 and 5-2-4-1 cross section configuration. He noted
that the team is also evaluating what will be built initially with the 3 Bridges project and will be
needed for the ultimate construction.

Mr. Joe Bradley with Schriekel Rollins provided an overview of the design considerations for
the current construction, challenged by matching the 3-1-1-3 configuration that will be operating east
of Ballpark Way in 2007, and matching the existing 3-3 freeway west of Cooper St. Mr. Bradley
provided a handout with three optional cross sections for building initially. The construction limits
on the cross section affect how much of the managed |ane section would be built initially, and
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whether the generally purpose lanes would be completely constructed. He noted that for atwo stage
sequence of construction, all five general purpose lanes would need to be built on the south side.
The study team preferred that Option 2, which builds all of the genera purpose lanesin both
directions, including the median barriers, isthe preferred alternative. He also noted that it would be
preferable to build the Baird Farm Rd. drop ramp with the initial construction to better serve the
managed HOV lanes. Mr. Bradley also distributed an overall map showing the limits of theinitial
construction. He noted that the amount of temporary pavement was minimal, and that the Cooper St.
bridge will not need to be rebuilt at thisstage. Mr. Al Hwell requested that the cost estimates from
the 60% draft schematic be updated. The costs for theinitial stage of construction need to break out
the Cooper St. bridge construction not needed in theinitial stage.

Stephen Ranft with TTI questioned whether the HOV lane on the west bound (WB) direction
would merge into the WB general purpose lanes as shown on the plan, and that this may cause
congestion at the merge. He asked if the HOV lane could continue west and become its own general
purpose lane, while one of the general purpose lanes could terminate as alane drop, say at Lamar.

He also asked if the WB managed lane traffic could exit out of the managed lanes near the county
line area where the system changes from reversible to concurrent flow. The designers offered to
review the WB lane’s operation, and Mr. Al Hweil will look at the traffic projections, when updated.
Mr. Al Hwell concluded that the control of access and driveway locations also need to be completed
as part of the on-going design review.

5. IH30IMPROVEMENTSIN DALLASCOUNTY

Mr. Al Hwell thanked Mr. Stephen Endres with the TxDOT Dallas District and Mr. Abed
Abukar with DART for offering to brief this group on the planned improvements on IH 30 in Dallas
County. Mr. Endres spoke on the roadway geometry and Mr. Abukar spoke on the ITS components.
Mr. Endres explained that the IH 30 managed lanes (ML) have one tolling gantry through which all
traffic enters upstream of it and all traffic exits downstream of it. Wishbone ramps between Beltline
Rd. and MacArthur Blvd. will serve westerly traffic. Thetolling gantry will be located to the east of
MacArthur. Theinitial ML improvements will have slip ramps serving Loop 12. Wishbone ramps
are planned between Cockrell Hill Road and Westmoreland Rd. to serve access to/from the east. The
ML will terminate with slip ramps between Sylvan Ave. and Beckley Rd. until the Trinity River
bridge isrebuilt.

Mr. Abukar next explained how the toll collection and enforcement system would work. All
vehicles must have a TollITag® to use the system, whether an SOV or HOV. The use of inventory
gantries at strategic locations near ramp access points will allow tollsto be charged based on
distance traveled. Thetolling gantry areawill be used for vehiclesto declare if they are SOV or
HOV. The ML areaiswidened under the tolling gantry to segregate the SOV from the HOV. Mr.
Abukar noted that since the Tarrant Co. area ML’s only have EB entry and WB exits, that atolling
gantry should not be necessary since all traffic would have to pass through the Dallas Co. tolling
gantry. Inventory gantries will need to be strategically located in Tarrant Co. to facilitate vehicle
identification and tolling calculations. Mr. Abukar concluded by saying the NTTA will handle the
toll collection system and that DART will provide police officers for HOV enforcement. Thiswill
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be the first managed lane system in the DFW area. Mr. Endres concluded that the schedule for
improvements shows a January letting date, with the EA’s public hearing planned for July and that
PS& E will be concluded by October.

Mr. Al Hwell thanked them both for their presentations. He added that the Tarrant Co.
section ultimately provides ML access through slip ramps at IH 820, wishbone ramps at Cook Ln., a
drop ramp at Randol Mill Rd. and a drop ramp at Bairds Farm Rd.

6. IH 30ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Ms. Sonja Whitehead with TXxDOT provided a summary of the schedule for completion of
the IH 30 EA. Therevised draft EA was submitted to TXDOT Environmental Division (ENV) on
January 26. The District also noted that concurrent reviews of the EA by ENV and FHWA wasto be
performed and that review comments were anticipated by late February. The public hearing is
anticipated in July 2006 with a FONSI anticipated in October 2006. Ms. Whitehead also stated that
the Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE) environmental document for the Center St. bridge
was sent today to ENV for review. Ms. Anita Wilson with FHWA noted that the PCE does not need
FHWA approva. Ms. Whitehead requested information from the 3 Bridges team on the meeting of
affected property owners held by Arlington on Center St. The team will be providing that
information after the meeting.

7. URBAN DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS

Mr. Craig briefly discussed the three steps in project development for aesthetic designs. He
noted that at this stage, only an aesthetic concept statement was being prepared for the TXDOT
section. The next step is to devel op the aesthetic schematic plan, which can then be implemented in
the final concept design PS& E. He aso noted that the study by Halff covers the area outside the
Three Bridges project, which aready has an aesthetic design plan prepared by the City of Arlington.
The intent is to recognize the Arlington plan and consider how to blend or match improvements
outside the Three Bridges segment.

The design team will continue to meet with TXDOT’s District enhancement committee to
review concepts. Mr. Al Hwell concluded by saying that the project is financially constrained, and
that TXDOT will continue to work out the details of the enhancement plans for the 3 Bridges area
during the monthly coordination meetings with Arlington/3 Bridges. The Arlington coordination
meetings will also start focusing more on the utility relocations, right-of-way, and PS& E. Paul
Hodnett with TXDOT has also been working on a schedule for tasks after the FONSI is received on
the EA. Mr. Hodnett noted potential utility concerns at Copeland and Collins St that may not occur
with Center St. construction. Mr. Bradley will research and respond to TxDOT.

8. PUBLICINVOLVEMENT

Community Advisory Work Group

Mr. Craig mentioned that the CAWG met on January 23, 2006 at the Fort Worth East
Regional Library with about 15 members and staff in attendance. Due to the low turnout, the study
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team will not have a February CAWG meeting, and will conclude the public involvement with the
public hearing.

Public Hearing

Mr. Craig noted that the public hearing is anticipated to be held in late July 2006.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Al Hwell informed the group that the next meeting of the IH 30 Technical Support Group
would be on March 1%, noting that after this meeting the TSWG will go to bi-monthly meetings.

The design team will continue to meet with the City of Arlington on Three Bridges
coordination, the next scheduled for February 9. A coordination meeting is also being planned with
DART and TxDOT Dallas on the IH 30 managed lanes.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.

Materials Distributed at the M eeting:
e |H 30 TSWG Agenda
e |H 30 TSWG Meeting Minutes — January 2006
e |H 30 Schematic/EA Schedule — Updated January 30, 2006
e Center Street Schematic/PCE Schedule — Updated January 30, 2006
e |H 30 Lane Baance Phasing for Y ear 2005, 2007, 2009, 2025 and 2030 Stages
e Three Bridges 2009 Construction Exhibit
e Three Bridges Staging Cross Section Alternatives

This concludes the Meeting Minutes. Our goal is to provide a complete and accurate summary of the proceedings of the
subject meeting in these minutes. If you feel that any of the items listed above are not correct, or that any information is
missing or incomplete, please contact Halff Associates so that the matter can be resolved, and a correction issued if
necessary. These minutes will be assumed to be correct and accepted if we do not hear from you within ten (10) calendar
days from your receipt.
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