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To:  IH 30 Technical Support Group Members 
 
From: Matt Craig, P.E., Halff Associates, Inc. 
 
Subject:  Technical Support Group Meeting  
 
Meeting Date: March 1, 2006 � 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM 
 
Location: NCTCOG, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 616 Six Flags Dr., Suite 200 Centrepoint Two 
 Arlington, TX 
 
Minutes Date:  March 31, 2006 
 
Project: IH 30 Schematic & Environmental Assessment 
 TxDOT CSJ: 1068-02-072; Halff AVO 23448/FC120 

 
 

1.  INTRODUCTION 
 Mr. Mohammad Al Hweil, P.E., Project Manager for the Fort Worth 
District of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) welcomed the 
group, and provided an overview of the meeting agenda and materials handed 
out to the group.  
 Mr. Mike Walker with the City of Arlington announced that he will be 
leaving the City of Arlington.  He introduced his replacement as the City�s 
Project Manager for this project, Mr. Keith Brooks. 
   
2.  SCHEMATIC DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW STATUS  
 Mr. Al Hweil noted that the revised 60% draft schematic for the Three Bridges segment was 
submitted to TxDOT for review in the second week of February.  A meeting to discuss the District�s 
review comments on this draft is scheduled for March 3.  The Draft (90%) Schematic for 3 Bridges 
is scheduled to be submitted to TxDOT District by mid March.  The 90% draft Schematic for the 
area outside Three Bridges was submitted by Halff to TxDOT in early February.  Mr. Al Hweil 
believed that the project was still on track with the previously approved schedule. 

Mr. Al Hweil stated the kick-off meeting was held last week to start the traffic consultant on 
the Level of Service (LOS) analysis and Interstate Access Justification (IAJ) study.  This study was 
expected to be complete by the end of March. 

Mr. Al Hweil announced that TxDOT will be preparing a computer animation of the IH 30 
corridor as part of Halff�s Computer Visualization contract.  This work will begin in about two 
weeks.  He also noted that the Value Engineering Workshop report was being completed.  A handout 
of the final VE recommendation resolutions was included in the meetings handout package. 

 

Attendees: 25 members 
Keith Brooks - Arlington 
Mike Walker � Arlington 
Casey Townsend � Dallas Cowboys 
Mark Burckhard� Graham 
Jim Wagnon - Graham 
Jeff Williams � Graham 
Daon Stephens � Grand Prairie 
Matthew Craig � Halff 
Chad Gardiner - Halff 
Rick Thomas - Halff 
Mike Starek - ITS 
Jeff Neal � NCTCOG 
Mike Copeland - NTTA 
Joe Bradley � Schriekel, Rollins 
Kent Besley � Schriekel, Rollins 
John Hardin � Texas Rangers 
David Cowley � The T  
Stephen Ranft � TTI 
Stephen Endres � TxDOT Dallas 
Mohammad Al Hweil � TxDOT FW 
Matthew Asaolu � TxDOT FW 
Paul Hodnett� TxDOT FW 
Curtis Hanan � TxDOT FW  
Bill Riley � TxDOT FW 
Sonja Whitehead � TxDOT FW 
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3.  ARLINGTON THREE+ BRIDGES STATUS 
Mr. Jeff Williams with Graham Associates briefed the group on the status of the Three+ 

Bridges Project.  He first commented on the history and evolution of the proposed cross section for 
Three Bridges, referencing a handout comparing year 2002 to year 2006 improvements.  The project 
originally had a 5-1-5 and 5-2-4-1 cross section configuration, but now provided a full ultimate cross 
section of 5-2-5.  He also mentioned that the completion time for the revised schematics will be 
dependant on the level of changes in the 60% review comments received at the March 3 meeting.   

Mr. Joe Bradley with Schriekel Rollins next distributed an exhibit showing the proposed 
limits of construction on the west end of the Three Bridges project to be constructed by the Year 
2009.  The exhibit was in response to TTI�s question at the previous IH 30 TSWG meeting 
concerning the westbound terminus of the HOV lanes.  Mr. Bradley explained that the limit of 
permanent pavement had been extended west to allow the HOV lane to become an inside lane 
addition, and that the extra lane will then be dropped on the outside at the exit to Cooper St.  Mr. Al 
Hweil stated that he will review the traffic operations based on this new lane balance configuration. 
Mr. Jeff Neal with NCTCOG noted that this arrangement shouldn�t be a problem with conforming to 
the Regional Mobility Plan since this was a transition area and was less than one mile in length. 

Mr. Williams concluded by stating that the design team would meet with TxDOT later in 
March to review the control of access and driveway locations. 

Mr. Mark Burckhard with Graham Associates added that they had updated the cost estimates 
for their project segment and that it totaled $200 million.  This included fully paving the center 
managed lanes.  He added that the cost for streets outside of the TxDOT coverage totaled $8 million 
in construction.  Mr. Neal noted that NCTCOG would be holding a meeting the following day to 
review all the costs along the IH 30 corridor.  Mr. Al Hweil added that these are only planning level 
costs derived from preliminary draft schematics, and that these costs would be further refined as the 
schematics are finalized and PS&E is prepared. 

 
4.  IH 30 IMPROVEMENTS IN DALLAS COUNTY 

Mr. Al Hweil mentioned that he participated in an IH 30 corridor managed lane coordination 
meeting at DART two weeks ago.  Participants included TxDOT Dallas, DART, FHWA, NCTCOG 
and TTI.  He added that this group would meet again on April 11, and that the PS&E work in Tarrant 
County needs to coordinate with the Dallas County design work.   

Mr. Stephen Endres with TxDOT Dallas District mentioned that the group continues on-
going coordination for the operational planning for the managed lanes.  Their goal is to keep 
flexibility in the operation of the managed lane system. He also noted that the Dallas District�s 
schematic review comments on the IH 30 Interim Improvements had been returned to the Fort Worth 
District on February 1. 

 
5.  IH 30 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Mr. Rick Thomas with Halff Associates updated the Work Group on the status of the IH 30 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and the Center Street Categorical Exclusion (CE) environmental 
document.  He received review comments on February 24 and anticipated submitting the revised CE 
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on March 6.  Mr. Thomas then stated that the FHWA had returned review comments on the overall 
IH 30 EA on February 27.  He anticipated having the revised document resubmitted to TxDOT by 
March 10. 

Ms. Sonja Whitehead with TxDOT added that after Austin receives the revised EA, they will 
forward it to the resource agencies for review.  It is anticipated that authorization to proceed with the 
Public Hearing is expected by early June, so that the public hearing could be held in late July 2006 
with a FONSI anticipated in October 2006.   

 
6.  PS&E DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW PROCESS 

Mr. Paul Hodnett with TxDOT distributed the Center Street and the Overall Three Bridges 
schedules for the development of Plans, Specification & Estimates (PS&E).  He generally kept the 
schedule for the PS& E production submitted by the Three Bridges team, but had to maintain 
TxDOT�s schedule for plan review and authorization for letting.   The schedules anticipate Center St. 
letting in November 2006 and the overall 3 Bridges letting in May 2007.  He noted that the design is 
proceeding at risk since the EA and schematic have not yet been approved by Austin.  Mr. Hodnett 
noted that utilities may affect the phasing of construction, and that TxDOT is getting a utility 
coordination consultant on board Friday to assist.   

Mr. Hodnett stated that the Design Conference for the Three Bridges project will be held at 
TxDOT on March 14, and that he will need the draft Design Summary Report (DSR) from the design 
team one week before the conference. 

 
7.  DESIGN EXCEPTIONS 

Mr. Hodnett noted that he had identified three design exceptions and one design waiver in the 
Three Bridges project.  These will be discussed at the Three Bridges review meeting on March 3.  

Mr. Chad Gardiner with Halff Associates next reviewed the design exceptions (DE) 
documented in the summary memo handed out at the meeting.  The Interim Design schematic (2007 
improvements) includes design exceptions for clearances of existing bridges, for lane widths and for 
shoulder widths.  Mr. Matt Craig with Halff Associates added that the design exceptions for the 
interim schematic will be included with the TxDOT Dallas project submittal.  The overall schematic 
(for 2025 improvements) requires design exceptions for shoulder widths and main lane widths at 
both ends of the project to transition into existing conditions.  A DE will also be required for the IH 
30 bridge clearance over the IH 820 main lanes in order to widen the existing bridge.  Mr. Al Hweill 
added that the March 3 review meeting will also discuss the border widths used in the Three Bridges 
section.  The borders need to be 20� desirable width, with a minimum width of 15�. 

 
8.  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Public Hearing 
Mr. Craig noted that the Community Advisory Group will not be meeting again, and that the 

next public involvement activity will be the public hearing, anticipated to be held in late July 2006.  
He asked Arlington to inquire into the possibility of holding the Hearing at the Arlington Convention 
Center, planning for up to 300 people to attend, and to look for an available Tuesday or Thursday 
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evening in late July.  Mr. Kent Besley with Schriekel Rollins noted that the Arlington city council 
meets on Tuesday nights, and that a Thursday may be a better day of the week to schedule the 
hearing. 

 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Al Hweil informed the group that the next meeting of the IH 30 Technical Support Group 
would be on May 3, noting that the TSWG will now go to bi-monthly meetings.  Before concluding 
the meeting, Mr. Daon Stephens with Grand Prairie requested a copy of the technical memo 
evaluating the ability to connect frontage roads to Great Southwest Parkway.  Halff Associates will 
forward a copy to him.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM. 
 
 
Materials Distributed at the Meeting: 

 IH 30 TSWG Agenda 
 IH 30 TSWG Meeting Minutes � February 2006 
 Value Engineering Study Resolution of Recommendations Table � February 2006 
 Three Bridges 2009 Construction Exhibit 
 Three Bridges Project Evolution Cross Sections 
 IH 30 PS&E Schedules 
 IH 30 Design Exceptions Summary Memo - February 27, 2006  

 
 
 
This concludes the Meeting Minutes. Our goal is to provide a complete and accurate summary of the proceedings of the 
subject meeting in these minutes. If you feel that any of the items listed above are not correct, or that any information is 
missing or incomplete, please contact Halff Associates so that the matter can be resolved, and a correction issued if 
necessary. These minutes will be assumed to be correct and accepted if we do not hear from you within ten (10) calendar 
days from your receipt. 


