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To: IH 30 Technical Support Group Members
From: Matt Craig, P.E., Halff Associates, Inc.
Subject: Technical Support Group Meeting

Meeting Date: May 3, 2006 — 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM

L ocation: NCTCOG, 3" Floor Conference Room
616 Six Flags Dr., Suite 200 Centrepoint Two
Arlington, TX

Minutes Date: June 29, 2006

Project: IH 30 Schematic & Environmental Assessment
TxDOT CSJ: 1068-02-072; Halff AVO 23448/FC120

1. INTRODUCTION

Mr. Mohammad Al Hweil, P.E., Project Manager for the Fort Worth
District of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) welcomed the
group, and provided an overview of the meeting agenda and materials handed
out to the group.

2. SCHEMATIC DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW STATUS

Attendees: 25 members
Keith Brooks - Arlington

Fiona Allen — Arlington

Brett Allred — Arlington Chamber
Casey Townsend — Dallas Cowboys
Jerry Simon — Fort Worth

Mark Burckhard— Graham

Mike Hadler - Graham

Jim Wagnon — Graham

Daon Stephens — Grand Prairie
Matthew Craig — Halff

Chad Gardiner - Halff

Rick Thomas - Halff

Dean Stuller - ITS

Jeff Neal — NCTCOG

Mike Copeland - NTTA

John Hardin — Texas Rangers
David Cowley — The T

Stephen Ranft — TTI

Mohammad Al Hweil — TXDOT FW
Matthew Asaolu — TXDOT FW
Paul Hodnett— TxDOT FW

Curtis Hanan — TxDOT FW

Ram Gupta— TXxDOT FW

Sonja Whitehead — TXDOT FW
Kevin St. Jacques - WSA

Mr. Al Hwell noted that the project schedule has been updated to show the 3D computer
visualization along with the current processing times for the schematic, Environmental Assessment
(EA), and Interstate Access Justification (IAJ) study. Mr. Al Hwell stated that TXDOT will review

the lAJ in the next two weeks.

Mr. Al Hwell stated the traffic consultant, Wilbur Smith Associates (WSA), submitted the
Level of Service (LOS) analysis and Interstate Access Justification (IAJ) study on May 2, 2006. Mr.
Kevin St. Jacques with WSA reported that they found afew minor bottlenecks, but those have since

been addressed by the designers.

Mr. Matthew Craig with Halff Associates aso reported on the schedule, noting that the
schematic is now on the critical path for completing the preliminary engineering/environmental
assessment process. The team hopes to have clearance from Austin in July so that the Public
Hearing could be held in August and the Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) could be issued
by FHWA in November. The original schedule published when the project began (August 2005)
anticipated the FONSI in October. Mr. Craig also noted that the computer visualization of IH 30

would be completed in July, in time to be used for public involvement.

Mr. Al Hwell believed that the project was still on track with the previously approved
schedule. The revised 90% draft Schematic for the area outside Three Bridges was submitted by
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Halff to TxDOT on April 17, 2006, and the final draft IH 30 Interim Schematic east of Ballpark Way
was submitted to TXDOT on March 27, 2006. The Draft 90% Schematic for 3 Bridges was
submitted to TxDOT District on April 7, 2006, and review comments would be returned within a
couple weeks. Mark Burckhard with Graham Associates noted that the schematic has taken longer
than originally scheduled due to the change in cross section within the Three Bridges segment. Mr.
Craig added that the Center St. environmental document approval was received April 13 whichis
ahead of the originally scheduled July date.

3. ARLINGTON THREE+ BRIDGES STATUS

Mr. Burckhard briefed the group on the status of the Threet+ Bridges Project. Hefirst
discussed the control of access analysis and potentia locations for driveways, using 11°x17”” maps of
the updated locations. He distributed two letter reports prepared by Innovative Transportation
Solutions (ITS) regarding “Justification of Existing and Proposed Driveways Along IH 30 Frontage
Roads” and “Intersection Geometric Along IH 30 Corridor.” Mr. Burckhard noted that he has been
meeting with TXxDOT’s Survey Dept regarding Right-Of-Way (ROW) mapping. The Three Bridges
current schematic reflects the driveway locations defined in the ITS reports.

Ms. Fiona Allen with Arlington questioned the access to the shopping center and Wing Shack
restaurant east of Collins, noting they would have to access their property through other owner’s
driveways, and wanted to be sure the property owners understood this. Mr. Burckhard noted that the
driveway at station 702+20 will provide access to several properties. Mr. Curtis Hanan with TxDOT
replied that they will follow up with FHWA on the access control, but that the District’s goal isto
continue access control according to the published guidelines, where possible.

4. IH 30IMPROVEMENTSIN DALLASCOUNTY

Mr. Chad Gardiner with Halff Associates reported on the status of the Interim IH 30
schematic that connects the IH 30 improvements in Dallas County to the existing IH 30 in Tarrant
County. He distributed a handout showing the staging of the typical sections for the interim project.
Mr. Gardiner spoke of the Interim Phase | transitioned the westbound HOV lanes from Dallas into
the Genera Purpose (GP) lanesin Tarrant Co. over to Ballpark Way. However, when the Three
Bridges section is constructed, the HOV lane in the westbound direction could function west over to
Center St., shown as Phase |1 on the graphic. The eastbound direction will have alane addition to
the inside and would be striped as a buffer-separated HOV lane.

Mr. Hanan asked TTI if this interim striping would be a problem with public perception or air
conformity issues. Both Stephen Ranft with TT1 and Jeff Neal with NCTCOG did not consider this
transition areato be a problem. Mr. Al Hweil emphasized that by 2009, IH 30 in Tarrant County
would have 4.5 miles of HOV lanes, but the phasing and limits of construction were still under
review. Mr. Craig noted that TXDOT Dallas District and DART are intending to compl ete the first
stage of HOV lanes in the Dallas County section by the summer of 2007.
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5. IH 30ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Mr. Rick Thomas with Halff Associates updated the Work Group on the status of the IH 30
Environmental Assessment (EA) and the Center Street Categorical Exclusion (CE) environmental
document. The Team received approval of the Center Street CE on April 13. Mr. Thomas stated
that the Attorney General’s (AG) had returned review comments on the IH 30 EA on April 25. He
anticipated having the revised document resubmitted to TXxDOT in June. Ms. Sonja Whitehead with
TxDOT added that the EA is currently under review by the resource agencies. Mr. Al Hweil thanked
FHWA for their help in expediting the process by doing concurrent reviews with TXDOT ENV
Division.

Mr. Neal asked about the status of the SH 360 project. Mr. Matthew Asaolu with TxDOT
stated that the schematic and IAJwere currently in Austin for review by the TXDOT Design
Division. The EA has also been sent back to Austin requesting approval to proceed with the Public
Hearing.

6. PS&E DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW PROCESS

Mr. Paul Hodnett with TxDOT reported on the status of the Center Street and the Overall
Three Bridges development of Plans, Specification & Estimates (PS&E). He thought it would be
difficult to meet a November letting for the Center St. project. He requested that the Three Bridges
team submit an updated schedule. Mr. Burckhard replied that they can resubmit the schedule once
they receive the review comments from TxDOT on the 90% draft schematics. He also noted that
they intended to submit the next Center St. PS& E draft in June.

Mr. Hodnett stated that they are also looking into staging the utility relocation since the
schedule only has 5 months to compl ete relocations for Center St., and 9 months to complete on the
overall project. The Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) consultant is currently under contract
with TXxDOT. Mr. Hodnett distributed the SUE work schedule, showing completion in August, to be
followed by the utility coordination work.

7. PUBLICINVOLVEMENT

Mr. Craig noted that the next public involvement activity will be the public hearing,
anticipated to be held in late August 2006. He asked Arlington to inquire into the possibility of
holding the Hearing at the Arlington Convention Center, planning for up about 200 people to attend.
Previous IH 30 meetings were held in the Davis St. Church, but alarger facility is needed. Ms. Allen
noted that the Arlington Council Chambers could be an alternative meeting location.

It is anticipated that authorization to proceed with the Public Hearing will occur in mid-July,
so that the public hearing could be held in late August 2006, with a FONSI anticipated in November
2006.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Al Hwell informed the group that the next meeting of the IH 30 Technical Support Group
would be on July 5, noting that the TSWG has gone to bi-monthly meetings. The meeting was
adjourned at 3:00 PM.
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Materials Distributed at the M eeting:
e |H30TSWG Agenda
e |H 30 TSWG Meeting Minutes— March 2006
e ThreeBridges Lettersby ITS on Access and Intersections
e |H 30 Interim Improvements Cross Sections
e |H 30 SUE Schedule
e TxDOT Memo on Access Control — October 2004

This concludes the Meeting Minutes. Our goal is to provide a complete and accurate summary of the proceedings of the
subject meeting in these minutes. If you feel that any of the items listed above are not correct, or that any information is
missing or incomplete, please contact Halff Associates so that the matter can be resolved, and a correction issued if
necessary. These minutes will be assumed to be correct and accepted if we do not hear from you within ten (10) calendar
days from your receipt.
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