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ABSTRACT

The Texas Department of Transportation (TXxDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
propose to construct roadway improvements in the United States Highway (US) 290 corridor in northwest
Harris County, Texas. The US 290 study corridor extends approximately 38 miles from the interchange
area of US 290/Interstate Highway (IH) 610/IH 10 in Houston, northwest to Farm to Market (FM) 2920
near the community of Waller, and includes Hempstead Road from IH 610 to approximately Beltway 8. In
general, the proposed project evaluated in this Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) includes the
following roadway improvements:

eAdditional general-purpose lanes on US 290 and reconstruction of US 290 frontage roads

*Managed lane facility along Hempstead Road from IH 610 to Beltway 8, continuing along US 290 from
Beltway 8 to future Grand Parkway/State Highway (SH) 99. The managed lanes would operate as a toll
road, but vanpools/carpools (with 3 or more persons) and buses would not pay a toll.

*Frontage roads (Hempstead Road) adjacent to managed lanes from IH 610 to Beltway 8

Direct connectors from US 290 to IH 610 and IH 10

*Reserved high-capacity transit corridor along Hempstead Road from IH 610 to Beltway 8 and along

US 290 from Beltway 8 to future Grand Parkway/SH 99

The proposed project was developed to implement an integrated system of transportation improvements
that would reduce traffic congestion in the US 290 corridor within Harris County, improve levels of service
and mobility on US 290 and Hempstead Road, bring the roadway facilities up to current design standards,
and improve safety in the US 290 corridor. Alternatives considered for this project include various
transportation modal configurations along US 290, Hempstead Road, and the IH 610 Interchange, various
alignment alternatives, and the no build alternative. Impacts caused by the construction and operation of
the build alternatives would vary depending on the alternative selected. The social, economic, and
environmental effects of the proposed project are evaluated in this Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS). The recommended preferred alternative is the construction of improvements listed above on the
alternative alignments 290-D, HR-E, and 610-C.

Comments on this DEIS will be accepted until August 3, 2007, and should be sent to:

Texas Department of Transportation
Attention: Director of Project Development
7721 Washington Avenue (or P.O. Box 1386)
Houston, Texas 77251-1386






