Draft Environmental Impact Statement US 290 Corridor

Section 8
Agency and Public Involvement

8.1 Agency and Public Involvement Process

The FHWA and TxDOT have engaged governmental agencies, elected officials, and the general
public in an extensive coordination effort to inform and involve them by soliciting input during the
planning process. The proposed project has been open to all comments and views on the
scope of the proposed project, alternative actions, environmental impacts, and any other matter
concerning the US 290 Corridor. The FHWA and TxDOT have considered all comments to date
and will continue to do so in the future planning process.

Two official websites that provide information regarding the proposed project are available to the
public. TXDOT maintains a website at http://www.dot.state.tx.us/hou/eis/us290/project.htm to
provide information regarding the EIS process and roadway design. In addition to the EIS
information, TXDOT maintains a website at http://www.dot.state.tx.us/hou/mis/us290/project.htm
to provide information regarding the MIS.

TxDOT also involves the agencies, elected officials, and the public through a US 290 Corridor
newsletter and public meetings. Public meetings have been advertised in newsletters, local
newspapers, and electronic message boards along US 290.

8.2 MIS Agency and Public Involvement

The purpose of the agency and public involvement program for the US 290 MIS was to promote
open, proactive communication with agencies, the public, and stakeholders in the corridor. As
part of the agency and public involvement program, the MIS project team developed a public
education campaign. The campaign described regional transportation issues and related air
guality plans. Included in the campaign were newsletters, public meetings, special
presentations, and a website.

During the MIS, TxDOT coordinated with Steering and Advisory Committees and the public to
obtain input regarding the US 290 Corridor project need and purpose, goals, alternatives, and
potential project impacts. The Steering Committee was comprised of representatives from
TxDOT, H-GAC, METRO, FHWA, FTA, TCEQ, USFWS, Harris County, and City of Houston.
The Advisory Committee was comprised of elected officials and their staff, school districts,
economic development organizations, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, HCFCD, HCTRA,
H-GAC, TxDOT, FHWA, and others.
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A series of four public meetings were held (Table 8-1). The purpose of these meetings was to
inform the public of the project purpose, process, progress, and solicit public input regarding the

MIS. At the meetings, exhibits providing information about the study area were available for

review and were staffed by project team members to answer questions from the public. At each

meeting, attendees were provided with a questionnaire to provide feedback and comments
about the corridor to the MIS project team.

Table 8-1. MIS Public Meetings

Meeting .

Number Date Location Total Attendance
1 November 15, 1999 Ault Elementary School
1 November 16, 1999 Scarborough High School 120
1 November 17, 1999 Jersey Village High School
2 January 29, 2001 Delmar Stadium Field House
2 January 30, 2001 Jersey Village High School 311
2 January 31, 2001 Ault Elementary School
3 May 21, 2002 Delmar Stadium Field House
3 May 22, 2002 Ault Elementary School 472
3 May 23, 2002 Jersey Village High School
4 September 30, 2002 Delmar Stadium Field House
4 October 1, 2002 Jersey Village High School 508
4 October 2, 2002 Ault Elementary School

In addition to the public meetings held for the MIS, local community and business groups invited
the MIS project team to make presentations. The following additional meetings were held in the

community:

e Cy-Fair Chamber of Commerce

¢ Rolling Fork Owners Community Meeting

e Lazybrook Baptist Church

e Greater Houston Partnership

¢ West Houston Association

e Mangum Manor Civic Club

e Langwood Civic Club
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e Oak Forest HOA
e Lazybrook Civic Club

o Timbergrove Manor Civic Club
8.3 EIS Notice of Intent

At the conclusion of the MIS process, and after approval of the study by the TPC, the FHWA
and TxDOT filed a NOI to prepare and consider an EIS for improvements in the US 290 Corridor
from IH 610 to FM 2920, a distance of approximately 38 miles (including Hempstead Road and
the connections to the IH 610 West Loop). The NOI was published in the Federal Register on
July 28, 2003, and the Texas Register on August 1, 2003.

8.4 EIS Public Meetings and Scoping

Scoping involved the early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be
addressed and for identifying the issues related to the proposed project. A Recommended
Alternative was identified through an interdisciplinary approach involving an outreach process
which included the involvement and participation of the public, local officials, resource agencies,
and other interested parties. The following summarizes the EIS public involvement process.

In addition to the public meetings held for the EIS (Exhibit 15), local community and business
groups invited the EIS project team to make presentations. The additional meetings were held
within the community at the request of the groups: Langwood Civic Association, Timbergrove
Manor Civic Club (with Lazybrook Civic Club and Holly Park residents), and Mangum Manor
Civic Club. Additional meetings were also held with the Cy-Fair Chamber of Commerce and
West Houston Association.

8.4.1 EIS Public Scoping Meetings August 25-27, 2003

The first series of public meetings for the EIS was held August 25-27, 2003. The meetings were
held at Jersey Village High School (August 25, 2003), Wainwright Elementary School

(August 26, 2003), and Ault Elementary School (August 27, 2003). Meeting attendance is
summarized in Table 8-2. The public was notified of the meetings by a newsletter mailing as
well as advertisements in the following publications:

Houston Chronicle (English)

e North Freeway Leader (English)
o LaVoz de Houston (Spanish)

e 1960 Sun (English)

e Houston Defender (English)
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Table 8-2. August 25-27, 2003, Meeting Attendance

. General | Elected Civic Club Total
Date Location . . .
Public | Officials | Representatives | Attendance
August 25, 2003 | Jersey Village High School 81 3 1 85
August 26, 2003 | Wainwright Elementary School | 137 6 2 145
August 27, 2003 Ault Elementary School 25 4 0 29

The purpose of the meetings was to request comments and identify issues to be considered
during evaluation of alignment alternatives and preparation of the EIS. Displays showing the
project area and other related information were presented and staff was available to answer
guestions. These scoping meetings were the first in a series of public meetings to solicit input
for inclusion in preparation of this DEIS. Attendees were encouraged to complete a comment
sheet to provide their feedback regarding the scope of this DEIS and issues within the corridor.
A total of 38 responses were received by September 27, 2003, and were summarized for review
by the project team.

Prior to the initial public scoping meetings, coordination meetings were held with federal and
state resource and regulatory agencies and government representatives to initiate early
involvement in the environmental study and solicit input regarding the DEIS. The agencies
invited were the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,

U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, USFWS, TPWD,
Texas General Land Office, Texas Historical Commission, and TCEQ. Invited government
representatives included Harris County, City of Houston, Jersey Village, State of Texas, U.S.
Congress, METRO, H-GAC, HCTRA, FHWA, and others. The agencies and government
representatives have also been invited to all subsequent public meetings. Additional
coordination will occur during the preparation of the FEIS.

8.4.2 EIS Public Meetings March 1-3, 2004

The second series of public meetings for the EIS was held March 1-3, 2004. The meetings
were held at Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel (March 1, 2004), Ault Elementary School
(March 2, 2004), and Jersey Village High School (March 3, 2004). Meeting attendance is
summarized in Table 8-3. The public was notified of the meetings by a newsletter mailing,
electronic message boards, and advertisements in the following publications:

e Houston Chronicle (English)

e North Freeway Leader (English)

e La Voz de Houston (Spanish)

e 1960 Sun (English)

o Houston Defender (English)
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Table 8-3. March 1-3, 2004, Meeting Attendance

. General Elected
Date Location ) . Total Attendance
Public Officials

Sheraton Houston
March 1, 2004 132 4 136
Brookhollow Hotel

March 2, 2004 Ault Elementary School 62 3 65

March 3, 2004 | Jersey Village High School 99 4 103

The purpose of the meetings was to provide an opportunity for members of the public to review
typical sections and alternative alignments for the proposed project within the study area. A
registration table was set up at the entrance to each of the facilities. As individuals signed in,
they were provided with a questionnaire and a description of the alternatives. Exhibits included
typical sections of US 290 and Hempstead Road as well as preliminary ROW schematics for
US 290. Participants were encouraged to watch a short informational video about the project
and study process prior to viewing the exhibits. Background information on the environmental
evaluation was also available. Project team members were available to answer questions at
each meeting location and people were encouraged to complete the questionnaire. By the end
of March 2004, 67 responses were received and summarized for review by the project team.

8.4.3 EIS Public Meetings October 4-6, 2005

The third series of public meetings for this EIS was held October 4-6, 2005. The public
meetings were held at Jersey Village High School (October 4, 2005), Sheraton Houston
Brookhollow Hotel (October 5, 2005), and Ault Elementary School (October 6, 2005). Meeting
attendance is summarized in Table 8-4. The public was notified of the meetings by a newsletter
mailing, electronic message boards, and advertisements in the following publications:

e Houston Chronicle (English)

o North Freeway Leader (English)

o LaVoz de Houston (Spanish)

e 1960 Sun (English)

e Houston Defender (English)
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Table 8-4. October 4-6, 2005, Meeting Attendance

. General Elected
Date Location ) . ; Total
Public | Officials/Representatives

Jersey Village

122 4 126
High School

October 4, 2005

Sheraton Houston
October 5, 2005 174 4 178
Brookhollow Hotel

October 6, 2005 | Ault Elementary School 60 0 60

The purpose of the meeting was to present the recommended alignments and typical sections
for US 290 and Hempstead Road. There was also information available on the MIS/EIS
documentation. TxDOT staff was present to provide information about the ROW acquisition
process. As attendees signed in, they were given a newsletter and comment form and were
then encouraged to view a short informational video which provided an overview of the
proposed project. They were invited to browse through informational exhibits at their own pace
and speak with members of the project team, including TxDOT representatives and engineering
consultants. By mid-November, 51 questionnaire responses were received and summarized for
review by the project team.

8.4.4 Community Involvement

During the preparation of the DEIS, a total of 151 HOAS, civic clubs, and subdivisions were sent
announcements regarding the public meetings. Many of these associations and groups are
located outside the study area for the proposed project. A list of the associations that were sent
announcements is provided in Appendix D. Two HOAs, Outpost Estates and Rolling Fork
Subdivision were also represented at the public meetings; however, these citizens were not
previously identified as representing HOAs. Twenty-two churches were notified of the public
meetings. A table showing churches contacted is included in Appendix D. There is no record of
any written comments received from these churches. Of the potentially displaced churches
identified, all were mailed a public meeting notice except for St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
(Exhibit 6, Sheet 4). St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church was not built until 2004-2005 after the public
scoping meetings were held. St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church will be notified about the DEIS
public hearing.

Mobile home and apartment communities that have potential displacements by at least one of
the build alternatives were identified and are shown on Exhibit 19. The mailing list for the DEIS
public meetings was examined to identify if property owners of these mobile home parks and
apartment communities were mailed a meeting notice, and the records show that all owners
were mailed a notice.
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In the fall of 2006, TXDOT opened a program office to disseminate information about the
planned US 290 Corridor improvements. Since October 2006, TxDOT representatives and staff
from the program office have had meetings with elected officials, property owners, developers,
media, and the community. A list of meetings is shown in Table 8-5 below.

Table 8-5. Meetings Conducted by US 290 Program Office

Location: US 290 Program Office

Date Event

Elected Officials Briefing

October 17, 2006 . . .
Approximately 25 Elected Officials (or Representatives)

Property Owner/Developer request to review schematics

November 7, 2006 .
Sunny Bathija, Satya, Inc.

Media Visit

N ber 14, 2006 i
ovember Jason Whitely, Channel 11

Property Owner
November 22, 2006 Pastors Gregory and Glenn Cheeks
Central Garden Missionary Baptist Church

Property Owner

November 28, 2006 . :
Richard Todd, O'Reilly Auto Parts Store

Elected Official

December 1, 2006 . : .
Council Member Toni Lawrence, City of Houston

Property Developer request to review schematics

December 6, 2006 . .
Bridgeland Community

Property Consultant and Developer Representative

December 12, 2006 , )
Dustin Learned, Bury+Partners and Simmons Development

Property Owner request to review schematics

January 2007 . . . .
Vincent Giammalva, Giammalva Properties Inc.

Property Owner request to review schematics

January 5, 2007 : . .
Michael Dang, Maximum Furniture

Elected Official

January 25, 2007 . . .
Council Member Toni Lawrence, City of Houston

Property Owner

January 31, 2007 N
y Todd and Will Lindsley, Hempstead Property

Property Owner

February 2007
Jay Patel

Media Visit

February 23, 2007
Frances Allday, Near Northwest Banner - Houston Newspaper
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Table 8-5. contd.

Location: Offsite

Date Meeting Type Location

Property Owner

October 2006 Offsite
Bob Boozer and Developers
Property Manager —
Program Overview presentation CB Richard Ellis
December 5, 2006 X -
Will Hedges and Lynn Cirillo Houston

CB Richard Ellis

District A Capital Improvement
February 1, 2007 Plan Meeting
Council Member Toni Lawrence

Spring Woods High School
Houston

Town Hall Meetin
g Jersey Village High School

February 21, 2007 Congressman John Culberson and .
Jersey Village
Stakeholders
Media Meeting Chatters Restaurant
March 6, 2007
Darby Douglas, Channel 11 Houston

8.5 Public Hearing

A public hearing will be held to present this document and solicit comments from the general
public as well as agencies and elected officials. The public hearing will be held at locations
within the project study area.

In order to solicit increased public participation, particularly in minority, low-income, and LEP
areas, additional public involvement and outreach techniques will be implemented prior to the
public hearing. In addition to mailing the Notice of Availability and Public Hearing, information
will be provided directly, via “doorhangers,” to residents in the low-income and minority
population areas affected by the project (as identified by Census data), including apartment
units and mobile home communities. The doorhanger will include a US 290 Corridor Study
newsletter (in English and Spanish), the Notice of Availability of the DEIS, the notice of public
hearing, information on locations where the DEIS can be reviewed, a comment form, and
TxDOT contact information (phone number, address, e-mail address, and website).

Information regarding the public hearing will be provided to churches, some local businesses
(i.e. grocery stores, hardware stores), and community associations. TxDOT will request that
these entities disseminate the information to members and/or clientele. The US 290 Program
Management Consultant (PMC) office will also be available to answer any questions or meet
with any stakeholders affected by the project. Contact information for the US 290 PMC will be
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provided with the public hearing information. A project website (www.my290.com) is also
available to the general public and is continually updated with project information.
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