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NOTICE AFFORDING OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC HEARING
FM 359 and US 90A at Union Pacific Railroad Crossing

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) proposes to construct a grade-separated
intersection at the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossing at FM 359 and US 90A in Richmond,
Texas, Fort Bend County.

On FM 359, two-lane, two-way access roads would be constructed along both sides of the proposed
bridge between Blaisdale Road and US 90A. These access roads would have a 13-foot inside lane
and 15-foot outside lane. Five-foot wide sidewalks are also proposed throughout this segment. The
proposed bridge structure on FM 359 would include four 12.5-foot wide travel lanes (two lanes in
each direction) divided by an 8-foot wide concrete traffic barrier and 4-foot outside shoulders. The
bridge structure would be constructed with retaining walls, and a traffic signal would be installed at
the intersection. An at-grade U-turn lane would be added below the bridge just north of UPRR and
connect the proposed access roads running along the sides of the mainlanes. There would also be
a 10-foot wide at-grade, shared-use crossing of the railroad that would connect the U-turn sidewalk
to the northern sidewalk of US 90A beneath the bridge. All project sidewalks would meet current
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.

Along US 90A, the proposed ROW width would generally be 175 to 205 feet. Retaining walls
would be constructed for the new US 90A bridge structure. Westbound US 90A would contain a
single lane (typically 15 feet wide) and an 8-foot outside shoulder over the entire bridge
structure to allow traffic to turn north onto FM 359, and to allow southbound FM 359 traffic to
turn east or west onto US 90A. The westbound and eastbound overpass lanes would be divided
by a 4-foot wide concrete traffic barrier and have 8-foot outside shoulders. Six 12-foot travel
lanes (three in each direction) would be located at ground level adjacent to and beyond the sides
of the bridge. These lanes would have 10-foot inside and outside shoulders.

The proposed project would require approximately 2.51 acres of additional ROW and would
result in the displacement of one business and no residences. Information about the TxDOT
Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as information
about the tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction, may be obtained from the
TxDOT Houston District Office. Relocation assistance is available for displaced persons and
businesses.

The proposed project would impact three Waters of the United States: Old River Lake (a wetland)
and two small unnamed tributaries to Old River Lake. A Clean Water Act Section 404 permit has
been obtained for these impacts. There would be no impacts to floodplains, parklands, wildlife or
waterfowl refuges, recreational areas, or historic or archeological sites. There would be no effect
upon federally threatened or endangered species or their habitat.

The purpose of this project is to provide the travelling public with safer crossing of the UPRR
railroad at the FM 359 and US 90A intersection.
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Maps and drawings showing the proposed project location, design, environmental studies, and
information regarding tentative schedules for construction of this project are available for
viewing online at http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston.html and at the
following locations:
e TxDOT Houston District Office located at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas
77007
e TxDOT Fort Bend Area Office located at 4235 SH 36, Rosenberg, Texas 77471.

These offices are open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding State/Federal
holidays.

Any interested person may request that a public hearing be held covering the social, economic,
and environmental effects of the project by mailing a written request to the Director of Project
Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-
1386, or e-mailing a request to HOU-PIOWebmail@TxDOT.gov on or before February 11, 2015. In
the event a public hearing is requested, one would be scheduled and notices about the hearing
date and location would be published in local papers and mailed to adjacent property owners
and elected officials.
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