IH 45 S/ IH 610 Direct Connectors
Categorical Exclusion

Public Meeting Summary

Introduction

As part of the Categorical Exclusion (CE) process, a public meeting was held in the
affected area of the proposed project to solicit comments from interested agencies and
the general public. This document contains copies the public notifications and the
materials provided at the public hearings.

Background

A legal notice for the public meeting was run in the Houston Chronicle on October 6,
2008 and a Spanish ad was run in La Voz on October 8, 2008. The meeting was held at
the following date and location within the project study area:

November 6, 2008

Houston Community College — Southeast College
Angela V. Morales Building Student Lounge

6815 Rustic Street

Houston, Texas 77087

In order to solicit increased public participation, notices in English and Spanish were
mailed to the owners of properties adjacent to the project right-of-way (ROW) and
neighborhood associations. A total of 150 notices were mailed out on October 10, 2008.

Summary

The meeting was an open house format held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Schematic
drawings of the proposed project were presented along with the environmental analysis
and findings from the Categorical Exclusion report.

Approximately 31 people attended the public meeting.” The primary concerns expressed
dealt with property acquisition for additional ROW and noise impacts on adjacent
neighborhoods. Most attendees approved of the project and supported the mobility and
safety improvements it would provide. Comment forms were provided at the meeting
and were to be submitted to TxDOT by November 20, 2008. Three comments have
been received.
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Notice Details -

http://www legalnotice.org/pl/Templates/PrivateLabel//popup/PrinterFriendly.aspx?ID=32...

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

IH 45(S) - IH 610
Direct Connectors
November 6, 2008 -
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Houston Community
College - Southeast
College

Angela V. Morales
Building

Student Lounge

6815 Rustic Street
Houston, Texas 77087

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will
conduct a public meeting regarding the Categorical
Exclusion (CE) for the construction of two direct
connector ramps at the interchange of IH 45(S) and IH
610 in Harris County. The meeting will be conducted in an
open-house format so individuals may attend any time
between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 6,
2008 in the Houston Community College (HCC) - Southeast
College, Angela V. Morales Building, Student Lounge, 6815
Rustic Street, Houston, Texas 77087. Parking is available in
the HCC Southeast College parking lot.

The purpose of the meeting is to present the environmental
analysis and findings, in the form of a CE, for the
construction of two direct connector ramps from southbound
IH 45(S) to westbound IH 610 and from eastbound IH 610 to
northbound IH 45(5). This meeting will also provide an
opportunity for the public, interested organizations, and
agencies to provide their comments or express their
concerns. Informational exhibits will be displayed and
representatives from TxDOT and the study team will be
available to answer questions.

Personnel from the TxDOT Right-of-Way Division will be
available to discuss the procedures, benefits, programs and
provide other needed information regarding land acquisition.

The meeting will be held in an accessible location for
persons with disabilities. Persons interested in attending the
public meeting who have special communication or
accommodation needs are encouraged to contact the TxDOT
Public Information Offices at 713-802-5072 at least two
working days prior to the meeting. The public meeting will
be conducted in English. Any requests for language
interpreters or other special communication needs should
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also be made at least two working days prior to the public
meeting. TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to
accommodate these needs.

All interested citizens are invited to attend this public
meeting. Written comments relative to the proposed project
may be presented at the meeting or submitted to the Director
of Project Development, Texas Department of
Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas, 77251-
1386, at any time on or before November 20, 2008.

The IH 45(S)/IH 610 Direct Connectors Public Meeting
Summary Report will be made available for public
viewing at the TXDOT website: http://
www.dot.state.tx.us/

local<hr width="50% "></hr>information/

houston<hr width=""50%"></hr>district/. Notice of
availability of the Public Meeting Summary Report will be
published in local newspapers when it is available for
review.

http://www legalnotice.org/pl/Templates/PrivateLabel//popup/PrinterFriendly.aspx?ID=32... 10/7/2008



NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

IH 45 — IH 610 Direct Connectors

November 6, 2008 — 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Houston Community College — Southeast College
Angela V. Morales Building Student Lounge
6815 Rustic Street

Houston, Texas 77087

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a public meeting regarding the Categorical
Exclusion (CE) for the construction of two direct connector ramps at the interchange of IH 45 and IH 610
in Harris County. The meeting will be conducted in an open house format so individuals may attend
any time between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 6, 2008 in the Houston
Community College (HCC) - Southeast College, Angela V. Morales Building, Student Lounge, 6815
Rustic Street, Houston, Texas 77087. Parking is available in the HCC Southeast College parking lot.

The purpose of the meeting is to present the environmental analysis and findings, in the form of a CE, for
the construction of two direct connector ramps from southbound IH 45 to westbound
IH 610 and from eastbound IH 610 to northbound [H 45. This meeting will also provide an opportunity
for the public, interested organizations, and agencies to provide their comments or express their concerns.
Informational exhibits will be displayed and representatives from TxDOT and the study team will be
available to answer questions. Personnel from the TxDOT Right-of-Way Division will be available to
discuss the procedures, benefits, programs and provide other needed information regarding land
acquisition.

The meeting will be held in an accessible
location for persons with disabilities.
Persons interested in attending the public
meeting who have special communication
or accommodation needs are encouraged
to contact the TxXDOT Public Information
Office at 713-802-5072 at least two
working days prior to the meeting. The
public meeting will be conducted in
English Any requests for language
interpreters or other special
communication needs should also be
made at least two working days prior to
the public meeting. TxDOT will make
every reasonable effort to accommodate
these needs.
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All interested citizens are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments relative to the
proposed project may be presented at the meeting or submitted to the Director of Project Development,
Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas, 77251-1386, at any time on or
before November 20, 2008.

The IH 45 and IH 610 Direct Connectors Public Meeting Summary Report will be made available for
public viewing at the TxDOT web site: http://www.dot.state.tx.us/local_information/houston_district/.
Notice of availability of the Public Meeting Summary Report will be published in local newspapers when
it is available for review.




Aviso de Reunion Publica

Conectador en el Directo Intercambio

De IH 45 y de IH 610

Jueves 6 de Noviembre del 2008

Colegio de Comunitario HCC Sureste

Edificio Angela V. Morales, Salon de Estudiantes
6815 Rustic Street, Houston, Texas 77087

El Departamento de transporte de Texas (TxDOT) conducird una reunion puablica con respecto a la
exclusion categdrica (CE) para la construccion de dos rampas directas del conectador en el intercambio de
IH 45 y de IH 610 en el condado de Harris. La reunién sera conducida en manera que individuos puedan
atender a cualquier momento entre 6:00PM a 8:00PM, el jueves 6 de Noviembre del 2008, en el Colegio
Comunitario de Houston (HCC, segun sus siglas en ingles) Sureste, edificio Angela V Morales, Sal6n de
estudiantes. Esta localizado en 6815 Rustic Street, Houston TX 77080. Estacionamiento sera disponible
en el aparcamiento del colegio.

El proposito de la reunién es presentar el .
analisis ambiental y los resultados en forma +
de un CE, de la construccion de las rampas
directas del conectador de [H 45 en sentido
sur al [H 610 en sentido oeste y del IH 610
en sentido este al [H45 sentifo norte. Esta
reunion tambien les dara una oportunidad
para que el publico, las organizaciones
interesadas y las agencias proporcionen sus
comentarios ¢ expresen sus preocupaciones.
Los informativos seran exhibidos y los
representantes de TxDOT y el equipo de
estudio estaran disponibie en este momento
para contestar todas sus preguntas.
Empleados de la divison del derecho de [
paso de TxDOT, (TxDOT Right-of-way)
estaran disponibles para discutir los
procedimientos, ventajas, programas Yy
proporcionar ortra informacion necesaria con respecto a la adquisicion de tierra.
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_ Houston Community College -
Southeast College
Angela V. Moraies Bldg.

La reunion sera conducida en una localizacion accesible a personas minusvalidas. Animamos a todos
interesados en asistir a la reunidn que tienen necesidades especiales de comunicacion o de comodidad a
contactar la oficina de informacién publica de TxDOT al 713.802.5072 por lo menos dos dias de trabajo
antes de la reunién. La reunién sera conducida en ingles. Cualquier pedido de intérpretes y otras
necesidades también deberian ser pedidos por lo menos dos dias de trabajo antes del evento. TxDOT hara
cada esfuerzo razonable para acomodar estas necesidades.

Todos los ciudadanos interesados estan invitados asistir esta reunién publica. Los comentarios escritos
con respeto al proyecto propuesto se pueden presentar en la reunion o someter al: Director of Project
Development, Texas Dept. of Transportation, PO Box 1386 Houston TX 77251-1386, en cualquier
momento antes del 20 de Noviembre del 2008.

El reporte de resumen de esta reunion publica sera disponible para vista publica en el siguiente sitio de
red de TxDOT: http://www.dot.state.tx.us/local_information/houston_district/. Noticia de disponibilidad
de este reporte de resumen sera publicada en periddicos locales cuando esta listo para revisar.
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Andover-Southview-Fairlawn Civic

Association, Inc.

Bayou Oaks Civic Club

Fonde Civic Club

Freeway/Pine Valley Civic

Association

Golf View Manor Civic Club
Greater Mt. Carmel Awarness

Program

Lum Terrace Civic Club
Overbrook Civic Club

Park Place Civic Club

Pecan Park Civic Association
Reveille-Park Place Civic Club

Tropicana Village Civic Club

Delores
Gary
Melba

Berti

Maria

Dorothy
Bill

Ron
Fred
Winfred
Linda

Lucille

IH 455 /1H 610
Direct Connectors CE

Civic Clubs
Jenkins
Reece
Clark
Barba
Garcia
Fowler
O'Rear
McLeland
Carmnell
Tolson
Cappaert

Harris

P.O. Box 266634
P.O. Box 266056
5308 Carrolton
P.O. Box 99115
6025 Glencoe
8463 Créstmént
Street

7815 Kingsley
6622 Beldart
8156 Lynn Street
P.O. BOX 230628

P.O. Box 266692

6050 Harbrook

Houston
Houston
Houston
Houston

Houston

Houston

Houston
Houston
Houston
Houston
Houston

Houston

TX 77207
TX 77207
TX 77023
TX 77261
TX 77087
TX 77033
TX 77087
TX 77087
TX 77017
TX 77223
TX 77207

TX 77087

October 10, 2008
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IH 45 South / IH 610 West
le’;‘i"ﬁfm Direct Connectors

of Transportation

Project Description

Two grade separated Direct Connectors (DCs) are proposed to connect southbound IH 45
to westbound IH 610 and eastbound IH 610 to northbound IH 45. Also, the Reveille
entrance ramp to IH 45 would be relocated to the right side of the main lanes.
Approximately two acres of additional right-of-way would be required for the project.

Purpose

¢ Accommodate future traffic — Projected volume to almost triple over next 20 years
» Improve operations — Avoid frontage road signals and delays
* Enhance safety
— Remove through traffic from frontage roads to proposed direct connectors
~ Move Reveille/SH 35 entrance ramps to the right side of IH 45 to reduce confusion

Alternatives

* No Build Alternative
— No new Direct Connectors
(DCs),
- No realignment of Reveille
entrance ramp

NEE L ELE]

KELLER

¥4 ANV RIVO

* Build Alternative
— New DC from eastbound
[H 610 connecting to

Proposed
northbound IH 45, Direct
— New DC from southbound
IH 45 connecting to westbound
IH 610,

— Realignment of the southbound
[H 45 frontage road, and

— Relocation of the Reveille
Street/SH 35 connection to
right side of IH 45

AVMavousg




Environmental Impacts Summary

Right-of-way

Approximately two acres

Three displacements on west

Displacements side of IH 45 South
Vegetation & wildlife No impacts
Water Quality No impacts

Hazardous Materials

Seven registered sites within
proposed right-of-way

Noise To Be Determined
Air Quality No impacts
Indirect & Cumulative No impacts

Anticipated Schedule:

* Environmental Document Approval Summer 2009

* Begin Final Detail Design Summer 2009

* Begin Right-of Way Acquisition Fall 2009

» Begin Construction Year 2011

» Estimated Completion Year 2013

TxDOT Address:

« Director of Project Development
Texas Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386

»  www.txdot.gov/local information/houston district




Texas
Department
of Transportation

Descripcion de proyecto

IH 45 South / TH 610 West

Direct Connectors

Dos conectores directos a nivel separado (DCs) se proponen para conectar [H al sur de 45 con IH
con rumbo al oeste 610 e [H a sea el oeste del 610 con IH al Norte de 45. También, la rampa de la
entrada de Reveille a [H 45 seria vuelta a poner al derecho de los carriles principales.
Aproximadamente dos acres de derecho de paso adicional serian requeridos para el proyecto.

Proposito

* Acomodar el trafico en el futuro — El volumen de trafico es proyectado casi a triplicar

durante los préximos 20 afios

*  Megjorar las operaciones

— evitar semaforos y retrasos de calzadas laterales

* realizar la seguridad

- Quitar trafico de los caminos de las calles fronteras hacia los conectadores directos

propuestos

- Mover las rampas de entrada a Reveille/SH 35 a la derecha de [H 45 para reducir la confusion

Alternativas

Alternativa No Construir

- Ningunos nuevos conectadores directos
(DCS),

- Ninguna realineacién de la rampa de
entrada a Reveille

Alternativa de Construir

- Nuevos conectores directos de IH al
Oeste de 610 que conectan [H 45 Sentido
Norte

- nuevos conectores directos de IH 45
Sentido Sur que conecta con IH 610
Sentido Oeste,

- Realineacién de la calzada lateral de IH
45 Sentido Sur, y

- Realojamiento de la conexion del
Reveille Street/SH 35 al la derecha de IH
45

uA ANVTRHVD
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Consecuencias para el medio ambiente

Derecho de Pasb Aproxirhadamente dos acres

Traslados Tres traslados en el lado oeste de IH 45 sentido sur
Vegetacion y Fauna Ningunos impactos

Calidad del agua Ningunos impactos

. . Siete sitios registrados dentro del derecho de paso
Materiales peligrosos

propuesto
Ruido Para ser determinado
Calidad del aire Ningunos impactos

Indirecto & Acumulativo Ningunos impactos

Horario:
* Aprobacion de la exclusion categorica Verano 2009
* Comenzar el disefio de detalle final Verano 2009
* Comenzar la adquisicion del derecho de paso Otofio 2009
* Comenzar la construccién Ano 2011
+  Terminacion prevista Ano 2013

Direccion de TxDOT:

* Director of Project Development
Texas Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386
+  www.txdot.gov/local_information/houston_district




IH 45 S /1S 610 Direct Connectors
Public Meeting Photos
November 6, 2008




[H 45 S /IS 610 Direct Connectors
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PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT FORM
(FORMA DE COMENTARIO DE LA REUNION PUBLICA)

IH 45 - TH 610 DIRECT CONNECTORS
(IH 45 - CONECTADORES DIRECTOS DE IH 610)
November 6, 2008

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386
Name and Mailing Address (Optional): (Nombre y direccién de envio (opcional):)

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW: (POR FAVOR COMPREBRE LOS
ARTICULOS APROPIADOS ABAJO)
I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a: (Estoy interesado en el proyecto del

pyo de vista de)
_V Residential property owner or renter __Business property owner or lessee
(Propietario o arrendatario residencial) (Propietario o arrendatario del negocio)
__ Highway user __Other (Please explain)
(Usuario de la carretera) (Otro (por favor de explicar))

How did you learn about this meeting? (Como aprendio usted de esta reunion?)
__Newspaper (Periodico) __Letter (Carta)
__TxDOT Website _Other (Please explain) (Otro)

COMMENTS(Comentarios):__LNOUQ h 4 pnevehbor hot A0
'O{jég‘ e, af adWseory oW s6 W~ o
Ne L8 |,

Please make additional comments on the back.

These comment forms can be turned in tonight, mailed, or electronically submitted before November 20,
2008 to (Estas formas de comentario se podran devolver esta noche, enviar, o presentar electrénicamente
antes del 20 de Noviembre del 2008 a):

Director of Project Development Email: hou-piowebmail @dot.state.tx.us
Texas Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 77251-1386

CSJ 0500-03-543 (CB)
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punto de vista de)

i Residential property owner or renter __Business property owner or lessee
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i/ Highway user __Other (Please explain)
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How did you learn about this meeting? (Como aprendio usted de esta reunion?)
__Newspaper (Periodico) __Letter (Carta)

__TxDOT Website 1 Other (Please explain) (Otro) n&ighbee ¢ ec'dd latder

({OMNIE;NTS(Comentarios): T "kt Fhe ioden ot moving the Connecting
Ch L +Pom Gle +o ysg 4o the biqlf\‘(‘ siol < a-'(— mxI'\J chne S. I'm
CLl.Sa ‘3(«:}( I{; w'-N rw+ Q‘@Cec'e"{'l\e (’{/_5)‘/,1«,» /\omes’;

qu,\\; yown ‘('or 'H\is Up Ccming tmprove mth{- l"lw"“ ma kb e /"/’ -Sa'fﬂ‘ 710
cnte ¢ ’{"l\e -ljreewa-\’/‘ ) l

Please make additional comments on the back.

These comment forms can be turned in tonight, mailed, or electronically submitted before November 20,
2008 to (Estas formas de comentario se podran devolver esta noche, enviar, o presentar electronicamente
antes del 20 de Noviembre del 2008 a):

Director of Project Development Email: hou-piowebmail @dot.state.tx.us
Texas Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 77251-1386

CSJ 0500-03-543 (CB)




PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT FQRM
(FORMA DE COMENTARIO DE LA REUNION PUBLICA)

IH 45 - TH 610 DIRECT CONNECTORS
(IH 45 - CONECTADORES DIRECTOS DE IH 610)
November 6, 2008

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386
Name and Mailing Address (Optional): (Nombre y direccién de envio (opcional):)

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW: (POR FAVOR COMPREBRE LOS
ARTICULOS APROPIADOS ABAJO)

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a: (Estoy interesado en el proyecto del
punto de vista de)
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