
85th Texas Legislative 
Session Begins
January 10, 2017

Public Scoping Meeting for 
Matagorda Ship Channel 
Project 
January 24, 2017
Port Lavaca, TX

Transportation Commission 
Meeting
January 26, 2017
Austin, TX

Port Authority Advisory 
Committee Meeting
February 22, 2017
Austin, TX

Transportation Commission 
Meeting
February 23, 2017
Austin, TX

UPCOMING EVENTS

At its October 4th meeting in Austin, the 
Port Authority Advisory Committee (PAAC) 
voted to approve the Texas Ports Strategic 
Mission Plan and the 2017-2018 Port 
Capital Program. The Strategic Mission Plan 
was developed to highlight the economic 
importance of the Texas port system to 
the state, describe key trends and issues 
impacting the ports, and identify strategies 
to address the issues and take advantage of 
potential opportunities. 

The 2017-2018 Port Capital Program 
includes a list of twenty projects from 
ten different Texas ports that the PAAC 
recommends for grant funding from the 
State, if funding becomes available.  Each 
project demonstrates the ability to benefi t 
the state’s economy. The PAAC adopted a 
two-phase application process to determine 
which projects would be included.  Each 
port was eligible to submit up to four 
projects and the total requested grant 
amount for one port could not exceed $20 
million.  Based on the total grant request 

from the fi nal project list, $132,875,785 
in funding has been included in TxDOT’s 
legislative appropriations request for this 
upcoming session. 

The Texas Transportation Commission 
received the Texas Ports Strategic Mission 
Plan and the 2017-2018 Port Capital 
Program at its November 16th workshop.  
The reports were published and submitted 
to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
the Texas Legislature.  Both documents are 
available on the TxDOT Maritime Division 
webpage: http://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/division/maritime.html  

President Signs Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
Nation Act, Brownsville Channel Project Authorized 
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TxDOT Publishes the Texas Ports Strategic Mission Plan and 
2017-2018 Port Capital Program 

On December 16, 2016, President Barack 
Obama signed the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act into 
law.

The WIIN Act includes authorization for the 
Brazos Island Harbor Improvement Project, 
which will allow the Port of Brownsville 
to deepen from 42 feet to 52 feet. Once 
complete, the Port of Brownsville will be one 
of the deepest ports in the Gulf or Mexico.  
The WIIN Act also authorizes a modifi cation 
of the Houston Ship Channel and the 
development of feasibility studies for the 
Corpus Christi Ship Channel, Port of Bay 

City, and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway in 
Brazoria and Matagorda Counties.

Other features of the WIIN Act include 
updating the federal cost-share formula for 
harbor deepening projects to 75 percent 
federal responsibility for dredging costs 
for projects up to 50 feet and requiring 
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund allocations 
to be at least 103 percent of the previous 
year’s amount.  The act also requires the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to establish 
a pilot program to carry out projects for the 
benefi cial use of dredged material.
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In November, the Senate Select Committee on Texas Ports published its 
interim report with fi ndings related to the Texas port system. The report was 
commissioned by Lt. Governor Dan Patrick and included an evaluation of port 
assets and the economic impact of the the maritime industry in Texas. In the 
report, the Senate Select Committee recommended that the Texas Legislature 
establish a loan program to fund port infrastructure.

The Senate Select Committee on Texas 
Ports was created by Lt. Gov. Patrick 
in February 2016 to study Texas ports. 
Members included Texas State Senators 
Brandon Creighton (Chair), Juan “Chuy” 
Hinojosa, Lois Kolkhorst, Eddie Lucio, Jr., 
Jane Nelson, and Larry Taylor. The Senate 
Select Committee held two hearings in 
the interim, the fi rst on May 4, 2016 and 
the fi nal hearing on September 15, 2016. 

The full report is available at: http://www.
senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/commit/c638/c638.InterimReport2016.pdf

Senate Select Committee on Texas Ports Submits 
Interim Report

GIWW Legislative Report
Each session, TxDOT is required to submit 
a report to the Texas Legislature evaluating 
the impact of the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway (GIWW) on the state. The TxDOT 
Maritime Division contracted with the 
Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI) to 
prepare the report, published December 1, 
2016.  The evaluation featured a discussion 
of current initiatives, including the Brazos 
River Floodgates and Colorado River Locks 
Feasibility Study, and identifi ed challenges 
and recommendations related to TxDOT’s 
non-federal sponsorship of the Texas 
portion of the waterway. The full report is 
available at: http://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/

txdot-info/tpp/giww/legislative-report-85.pdf

Development of a Port Investment Tool
The TxDOT Maritime Division has 
contracted with TTI to analyze the economic 
importance of the Texas port system. The 
analysis will include the development of a 
port facility economic investment tool that 
will provide a methodology to determine 
estimated return on investment for 
proposed improvements.  The goal of the 
project is to serve as an educational tool 
for policymakers to evaluate the impacts 
of changing economic conditions to the 
port system to inform potential future 
investments in port projects at the state-
level.

Port Connectivity Study
The TxDOT Maritime Division is contracting 
with Dannenbaum Engineering to conduct 
a port connectivity study.  The study will 
be a comprehensive analysis of landside 
road and rail connectivity needs at Texas 
seaports to serve as a basis for TxDOT 
decision-making regarding landside 
infrastructure investments. The study 
will also include identifi cation of possible 
funding sources for projects, including the 
potential for TIGER or FASTLANE grants.  
The study will be completed in November 
2017.  

TXDOT SPONSORS STUDIES 
OF THE TEXAS MARITIME 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

“WE MUST ENSURE TEXAS 
PORTS ARE EQUIPPED TO 
SUSTAIN OUR ECONOMIC 
LEADERSHIP ROLE.”

— Senator Brandon Creighton, 
Chairman of the Senate 
Select Committee

Dan Harmon, TxDOT Maritime Director 
Appointed to MTSNAC
Dan Harmon, Director of the TxDOT Maritime Division, has been 
appointed to the Maritime Transportation System National 
Advisory Committee (MTSNAC).  He was selected to serve as 

a member of the Marine Highways Subcommittee.  MTSNAC is a non-federal 
body that advises the U.S. Secretary of Transportation on matters related to 
the nation’s maritime transportation system. The committee is comprised of 
more than 40 leaders from commercial transportation fi rms, port and water 
stakeholders, labor, and Federal, state and local entities. Mr. Harmon will serve a 
two year term. 

Public Scoping Meeting Scheduled for Matagorda Ship 
Channel Improvement Project
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Galveston District and the Calhoun Port Authority 
are seeking all interested persons, organizations and representatives from the 
general public, federal, state and local governments, agencies, Indian tribes, 
academia, business and industry interested in participating in a scoping meeting to 
identify signifi cant issues related to proposed modifi cations of the Matagorda Ship 
Channel. A Draft Integrated Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact Statement 
will be prepared to assess the social, economic and environmental effects of 
widening and deepening the Matagorda Ship Channel in Calhoun and Matagorda 
counties. The meeting will be held January 24, 2017 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM at the 
Bauer Civic Center in Port Lavaca. 

Mike Mierzwa, Port of Galveston, Retires
Mike Mierzwa, Port Director for the Port of Galveston, retired in December.  
Mr. Mierzwa has worked with the port for 16 years, helping transform it into a 
successful cruise port.  He also served on the Port Authority Advisory Committee 
since October 2016.  The TxDOT Maritime Division wishes him well in his retirement!

Peter Simons has been named Interim Port Director, effective as of January 1, 2017. 


