Regionally Coordinated Transportation Planning
Application for Funding, FY 2014

& Instructions
I.C.

needs identified in the regionally coordinated
transportation plan. What if a new need has come up
since the regional plan was updated one or two years
ago and this new need is not identified in the regional
plan? Will TxDOT not consider funding activities to
address this new need (since it is not identified in our
region’s plan)?

Texas
Department
of Transportation
Questions and Answers
Question Applicable Question Answer
Number Section of
Application
Packet
1. General Will this funding be for a one-year or multi-year This funding will be for a one-year project
Information period? period (September 1, 2013 through August 31,
& Instructions 2014).
I. B.
If you happen to propose one phase of a multi-
year project, then explain this in your proposal.
Describe the entire multi-year project, specify
what you propose for this project period (FY
2014), and include a breakdown of costs per
phase / year, but understand that funding
being offered through this call is only for a one-
year period.
2. General The application packet indicates that TxDOT will give Preference will be given to activities that
Information preference to proposals that address high-priority strategically address needs identified as high

priorities in the regionally coordinated
transportation plan (RCTP).

If a new, high-priority need has come up in
your planning region, then perhaps the RCTP
for your region needs to be amended to reflect
this new priority. Such an amendment would
need to be made by your regional stakeholder
steering committee following your committee’s
by-laws, processes or rules for amending its
RCTP. Refer to this amended plan in your
proposal and include documentation of
concurrence and approval of the amended plan
by the stakeholders in your region.




& Instructions
I.C.

can a region continue requesting the same amount as

in previous years?

Question Applicable Question Answer
Number Section of
Application
Packet
3. General Why is less funding made available for FY 2014? Less funding is expected to be available in FY
Information 2014 for various reasons. Changes in federal
& Instructions authorization that consolidates Job Access
I. C. Reverse Commute and New Freedom funds
into formula programs considerably reduces
the availability of funds that were dedicated to
regional planning activities in years past.
In addition, we are in a period between major
updates of the regional plans. This in-between
period is a time generally calling for more
modest resources to support regional planning
activities as many regions focus on
implementation rather than planning.
Further, the Public Transportation Division
continues to encourage regions to leverage
other funds to sustain regionally coordinated
planning activities (and not rely exclusively on
this grant).
4. General With less funding made available, how much less as There is no limit as to how much a lead agency
Information compared to last fiscal year can a region apply for? Or | may request. However, lead agencies should

use good judgment in requesting a reasonable
amount of funding considering the number of
planning regions in Texas and the significantly
reduced amount of funding expected in FY
2014 (approximately one-third the statewide
total of previous years).

The division encourages lead agencies to
leverage other resources for regional planning
activities.




Forms M and
N

we derived the cost for each deliverable? Or for each
task (that might incorporate multiple deliverables)?

Question Applicable Question Answer
Number Section of
Application
Packet

5. General Is the confirmation page (that we will be directed to Yes, the confirmation page can (and must) be
Information after using the drop-box feature) printable? If so, what | printed and saved as documentation that your
& Instructions | are the instructions for printing this page? funding application was dropped off before the
l. G. deadline. Follow these instructions:

1. Print the confirmation page BEFORE
you leave the screen. You will NOT be
able to print again once you leave the
screen.

To print, click on “File” on the upper
left side of your computer screen (on
the tab bar); click on “print” on the
drop-down menu. This will provide
you with a hard copy of the
confirmation page.

2. Once you print the confirmation
page, scan and save the confirmation
page for your files.

6. Template Do we need to budget for a meeting in Austin in 2014? | No.
Forms M and
N The Public Transportation Division does intend
to host a conference or similar event for lead
agencies and stakeholders in 2014, but you do
not need to include travel costs for this event in
this particular budget.
7. Template Do we need to describe in the Budget Narrative how Present clear and reasonable information

justifying the amount of funding requested;
identify a cost per deliverable and demonstrate
how these costs were derived.




Question
Number

Applicable

Section of

Application
Packet

Question

Answer

Miscellaneous

How is this funding application different from the one

we submitted on Jan. 2?

Jan. 2, 2013 was the deadline for submitting
applications for funding through the Public
Transportation Division’s annual coordinated
call for projects. The coordinated call is an
opportunity for numerous types of entities to
apply for funds through a variety of funding
streams including (but not limited to) Section
5304 planning funds. Planning projects funded
through the coordinated call might not
necessarily be regional in nature.

This current funding application packet is
separate and apart from the coordinated call.
This current funding opportunity also involves
Section 5304 funds, but is distinguished from
the annual coordinated call because this
current opportunity is:

a) specifically for regionally coordinated
transportation planning activities, and

b) only available to designated lead
agencies

Miscellaneous

Will TxDOT consider and approve a regional
coordination planning project to research and

document the process to create a county-wide transit

system for a particular county without receiving
letters of support from all the parties potentially
affected by the project?

TxDOT will consider any proposal that meets
screening requirements. However, letters of
support from stakeholders are advisable.
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