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SPEAKER                                            PAGE

 
1. Call to Order 3  

 Fred Gilliam, Chair 
 
2. In accordance with 43 TAC '1.83(c), 4  

review and comment on the final draft 
of proposed revisions to 43 TAC '31.17, 
regarding Job Access and Reverse 
Commute (JARC) program rules (Action) 
 Kelly Kirkland, Director, PTN Planning & 
  Support 

 
3. In accordance with 43 TAC '1.83(c),  13  

review and comment on the final draft  
of proposed revisions to 43 TAC '31.18, 
regarding New Freedom program rules 
(Action) 
 Kelly Kirkland 

 
4. In accordance with 43 TAC '1.84(b)(3)(c) 16  

and (5)(A), formation of technical 
subcommittee to submit recommendations  
for the Texas Transportation Commission's 
2007 legislative agenda (Action) 
 Kelly Kirkland 

 
5. Public Comment (none) 
 
 
6. Adjourn (Action) 36  

 Fred Gilliam, Chair 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 ON THE RECORD REPORTING 
 (512) 450-0342 

3

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 P R O C E E D I N G S 

MR. GILLIAM:  Well, we have all eleven members. 

 That's great. 

Let me call the order then.  Also, we need a 

roll call.  And for the record, we need for you to 

identify yourself each time you speak so that it can be 

recorded and we know who is being recorded at the time.  

So -- and it will be a little bit difficult, as you would 

expect.  I don't know who is trying to speak first, but 

I'll do my best to try to make sure we have order here. 

So I'll just start the roll call.  And I'm Fred 

Gilliam. 

MR. WILSON:  John Wilson.  Present. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba Malone.  Present. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Donna Halstead.  Present. 

MR. FARIS:  Vinsen Faris.  Present. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Claudia Langguth.  Present. 

MR. GEYER:  Bob Geyer.  Present. 

DR. PETERS:  Bob Peters.  Present. 

MR. MADDY:  And Mark Maddy.  Present. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Oscar Treviño.  Present. 

MS. OLIER:  And Vastene Olier.  Present. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Did we get -- Kelly, did you get 

all of them?  I know all of them are here, but did you get 

the roll call on everyone? 
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MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir, we did. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  Good.  So we have a 

quorum. 

And then the first order of business is:  In 

accordance with 43 TAC 183(c), review and comment on the 

final draft of proposed revisions to 43 TAC 31.17, 

regarding Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) program 

rules.  This will also require action if we so choose. 

So, Kelly, are you going to discuss or present 

the charge we have this morning? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir, I am. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  Good morning, committee members. 

 Again, this is Kelly Kirkland, Director of Planning and 

Support for the Public Transportation Division of TxDOT. 

Item 2 on the agenda:  Looking at the proposed 

rules for Job Access and Reverse Commute program.  This is 

very similar to what you all looked at at your last 

meeting, on June 28. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Kelly, can I stop you just a 

moment? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir. 

MR. GILLIAM:  I don't know if others are having 

a difficulty, but you are sort of fading in and out on my 

phone.  And if it's my phone, I'll change. 
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MS. MALONE:  No, it's not just your phone. 

DR. PETERS:  No.  It's mine, also. 

MR. MADDY:  It's mine, too. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  So I don't know if you -- 

if there's something you can do there, but, if you could, 

adjust that, because we can't hear you clearly. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Okay.  Let me try some things 

here with the phones.  Is this any better? 

MR. GILLIAM:  It's better than what it was.  

It's still not as clear as it should be, but it's -- it 

was much better. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Okay.  We've checked the 

connections on this end, and the phone is properly 

connected. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  You're coming in okay now. 

Is that -- is it clear enough for everyone 

else? 

MS. MALONE:  Much better. 

MS. OLIER:  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  Okay.  So I'll try not to move 

then. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  All right.  As I was mentioning 

earlier, these rules are very similar to what you all 
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looked at at your last meeting, on June 28.  There are 

some additions, some deletions and some changes, which 

include combination of language.  And I'm going to skip 

right to the first change. 

Looking at your packet which was distributed by 

Ginnie Yesterday, I believe we're starting off on Page 11 

of 27 -- excuse me.  I have to go back on that.  It's Page 

8 of 27. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  Looking at Subsection (h), 

"Local Share Requirements," Paragraph One, this was the 

paragraph that had mentioned requiring some of the local 

share to be cash.  That has been deleted from the rules.  

The reason it had been included to begin with was that the 

JARC rules are modeled after the Federal Program Section 

5307 rules, which does state some of the local match must 

be cash.  

However, subsequent to the development of that 

version of the rules, we're hearing rumblings from FTA 

that that might not be part of the JARC rules, so we're 

going to remove it form our version of the rules.  If 

things change at the federal level and FTA does require 

that, then, of course, that will supercede these rules.  

But in the meantime, this will give us the flexibility to 

allow all local match to be in-kind rather than cash. 
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This is -- the major change in the rules is 

additional language describing what that notice will look 

like and what we will require from proposers.  So 

basically, everything from Paragraph 6 after the first 

sentence, where it starts off saying, "An eligible entity 

may submit a proposal," all the way through Page 13 of 27 

just before Subsection (k). 

MR. GILLIAM:  I believe you must have moved.  

You moved. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Uh-oh.  Okay.   

MR. GILLIAM:  You were fading in and out.  I -- 

if you could, repeat that and get back to the position you 

were in. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  All right. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  Okay.  Committee members, the 

new language starts at the bottom of page 11 and goes 

through the top of page 13.  And this describes what TxDOT 

will include in our posting and we are requiring of 
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proposers to submit when they're submitting a proposal. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

Did everyone hear that? 

MALE VOICE:  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  It describes how eligible 

entities may submit a proposal that must include detailed 

description of project and need for the project, how the 

award of transportation JARC funds will expand employment-

related transportation services, how the project will 

promote development of employment transportation services, 

support local economic development and expand economic 

opportunity for economically disadvantaged individuals, 

fully integrate the JARC program with other federal and 

state programs, and improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of employment-related transportation 

opportunities. 

The proposal must describe its relationship to 

the locally developed coordinated transportation plan.  

The Department may require supplemental information.  And 

the Commission will make a final selection of projects 

based on the five items listed at the top of page 13, 

including reduce congestion, expand economic opportunity, 

enhance safety, improve air quality and increase the value 

of transportation assets. 
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MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

DR. PETERS:  Kelly, how do you define, 

"transportation assets"? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  That's -- 

MR. GILLIAM:  Is this Mayor Treviño? 

DR. PETERS:  No.  I'm sorry.  This is Robert 

Peters. 

How are you defining, "transportation assets"? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  I don't believe we have a direct 

definition of that.  That's a very broad term.  It 

includes physical assets such as the vehicles; it also 

includes the operation of public transportation services. 

DR. PETERS:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  But I don't think we have a 

specific definition of that in the Administrative Code. 

DR. PETERS:  Okay.   

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  All right.  The next change, 

moving to the middle of page 13, Subsection (k), "Grant 

Award," combines the previous Subsection (k) and 

Subsection (l).  But that's -- all it does is combine 

those. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  The next change, page 14.  This 

is Subsection (m), "Incidental Vehicle Use."  There had 
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been a reference to food delivery in, I believe, modifying 

vehicles.  That reference has been deleted.  It still 

states, "Vehicles shall not be altered in any way to 

accommodate incidental use." 

The next subsection, same page, Subsection (n), 

"Disposition of Vehicles at the End of the Grant."  The 

text of this subsection was condensed; the context is the 

same, but states that following termination of a JARC 

project, if a vehicle was purchased with JARC funds, the 

vehicle may be transferred to another subrecipient in 

accordance with established state and federal disposition 

requirements.  So that text was merely condensed. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  The next change is on page 24.  

And that -- let me halt there.  That actually ends all the 

changes for the rules on JARC programs. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  The next changes are on the 

other section, which is the New Freedom program. 

MR. GILLIAM:  But that is the -- 

MR. KIRKLAND:  That completes Agenda Item 2, 

basically. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay. 

So do I have a motion and a second to get this 

on for discussion? 
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DR. PETERS:  Robert Peters.  I so move. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Kelly, did you get who made the 

motion? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  No, sir. 

DR. PETERS:  Peters. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Bob Peters made the motion. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba Malone seconds it. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

So we have a motion and a second.  So now 

discussion? 

MR. WILSON:  Call for the question.  John 

Wilson. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  Call for the question. 

If you will, identify yourselves as you vote to 

make sure we have the recording here. 

So, John, do you want to start? 

MR. WILSON:  Yes.  John Wilson.  Yes. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba Malone.  Yes. 

DR. PETERS:  Robert Peters.  Yes. 

MR. FARIS:  Vinsen Faris.  Yes. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Claudia Langguth.  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Donna Halstead.  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  Bob Geyer.  Yes. 

MR. MADDY:  Mark Maddy.  Yes. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Oscar Treviño.  Yes. 
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MS. OLIER:  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  So -- okay.  So the motion 

passes. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  That's the motion for the call 

for the question.  Right? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Okay.   

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

The -- now is there any other discussion in 

relationship to that?  Because -- 

MR. TREVIÑO:  You called for the question.  

That means we -- 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  We need to now vote on the 

motion.  Right? 

MALE VOICE:  I thought that -- 

MR. TREVIÑO:  No. 

Mr. Chair? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes, sir.  I -- go ahead. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  This is Oscar Treviño.  Once you 

have a call for a question, you take a vote on a call for 

the question.  And if the vote for the call for the 

question passes, next you'd vote on the motion, with no 

discussion. 

MR. GILLIAM:  And that's where I was going with 

it.  Thank you sir.  I appreciate that. 
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So we'll start again.  Mayor Treviño, will you 

start in for the roll call? 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. WILSON:  John Wilson.  Yes. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba Malone.  Yes. 

DR. PETERS:  Robert Peters.  Yes. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Claudia Langguth.  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Donna Halstead.  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  Bob Geyer.  Yes. 

MR. FARIS:   Vinsen Faris.  Yes. 

MS. OLIER:  Vastene.  Yes. 

MR. MADDY:  Mark Maddy.  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  So I think I have 

everyone.  So the Item Number Two has passed. 

The next item on the agenda is Item Number 3:  

In accordance with 43 TAC 1.83(c), review and comment on 

the final draft of proposed revisions to 43 TAC 31.18, 

regarding New Freedom program rules.  This also is up for 

action. 

Kelly, are you taking the lead on this? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir, I am.  Thank you, Mr. 

Chair. 

Again, for the record, this is Kelly Kirkland, 

Director of Planning and Support for the Public 
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Transportation Division.  For your consideration are draft 

rules to implement the New Freedom program in the Texas 

Administrative Code.  And I will go through the changes 

one by one as before. 

Starting off, first to note, there is no 

adjustment on these rules as to what may be considered as 

local match.  From the beginning, in-kind services may 

comprise the entire local match.  There was no change 

necessitated by that determination. 

Going to the first change in the New Freedom 

rules, you can turn to Page 24 of 27. 

MR. GILLIAM:  You're saying 24 of 27? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  I don't have 24 pages. 

MR. GILLIAM:  I have Page 1 of 17, and the one 

that we just covered had 1 of 27. 

MR. GEYER:  I believe it's the same document. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir.  It is the same 

document. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Oh, the same?  Okay.  I'm sorry. 

 Page 24 then?  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  Starting at the bottom of that 

page and going through the top of Page 26, we have the 

same additional text that was included in the JARC 

problem, which describes what TxDOT will include in its 
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call for projects and what the Commission will use in 

considering project selection.  So this is the same 

language. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  The next change is the same 

change as in JARC.  At the middle of page 25, we have 

Subchapter (k), "Grant Award."  The text here combined the 

former Subchapter (k) and Subchapter (l). 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  And then the next two changes 

are both on page 27.  Subchapter (m) eliminates reference 

to food, just as in the JARC rules.  And Subchapter (n) 

condenses the text where it discusses disposition of 

vehicles at the end of the grant.  These changes mirror 

the changes in the JARC rules. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay. 

Is there any -- do I have a motion for this 

item to be discussed? 

MR. WILSON:  Move for approval.  John Wilson.  

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

Do I have a second? 

DR. PETERS:  Peters seconds. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  So I have a motion and a 

second.  Any discussion on the item? 

(Pause.) 
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MR. GILLIAM:  Hearing none, then can I have a 

roll call? 

MR. WILSON:  John Wilson.  Yes. 

DR. PETERS:  Robert Peters.  Yes. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba Malone.  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Donna Halstead.  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  Bob Geyer.  Yes. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Claudia Langguth.  Yes. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Oscar Treviño.  Yes. 

MR. FARIS:  Vinsen Faris.  Yes. 

MR. MADDY:  Mark Maddy.  Yes. 

MS. OLIER:  Vastene.  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  I believe all of you have 

reported in.  I was trying -- so the motion passes. 

The next item, which would be Item Number 4:  

In accordance with 43 TAC 1.84(b)(3)(c) and (5)(A), 

formation of technical subcommittee to submit 

recommendations for the Texas Transportation Commission's 

2007 legislative agenda. 

I might say in relationship to this:  Recently 

I became aware that we may have an opportunity to further 

define and clarify any legislative recommendations we may 

have and have sufficient time to wait until the statewide 

coordination -- we will not have time to -- for the 

statewide coordination plan to be finalized totally, but 
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we should have the drafts back from the various districts 

where, at that point in time, if there are things that we 

believe that we should advance one way or another and give 

some advice and recommendation to the Commission, we would 

have sufficient time to do that. 

And in doing so, my desire would be -- is to 

appoint a committee that would review those items and, 

also, to see and determine if we should revise what we 

currently have submitted and give the Commissioners and 

others our views regarding this.  So with your permission, 

I would like to appoint an agenda today and get your 

approval of it. 

Is there any feedback or discussion?  Do you 

think that perhaps is not a good idea? 

(Pause.) 

MR. GILLIAM:  Well, with that thought, and if I 

could move forward to -- I would like to -- Vinsen 

Faris -- if he has some interest and would like to serve 

and Donna Halstead and Dr. Peters -- I think you'd bring a 

new and different perspective. 

And, John Wilson, since you've lead the effort 

in the past. 

And if any of you are unwilling to serve, 

obviously, I'll -- I think we should make some adjustments 

there.  And I -- also, there's one more position that 
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could serve on this.  And I've sort of left that to see if 

there's some interest of any individual that I have not 

named that would like to be serving on this committee. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Fred, it's Donna Halstead.  And 

I'm happy to serve as long as we don't have to meet in the 

next four weeks.  I'll be out of town. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Donna?  Okay.   

And who is the next one? 

(Pause.) 

MR. GILLIAM:  No, I don't think this would 

require any action or discussion or meeting within the 

next four weeks. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Okay.   

MS. MALONE:  Mr. Chairman, if no one is 

interested in the position, because I'm in Austin so much, 

I'd be happy to work with John and Dr. Peters and Vinsen 

and Donna.  And since I come from a different perspective 

from the business part of the transit area, I'd be happy 

to serve. 

MR. GILLIAM:  And then this is Reba? 

MS. MALONE:  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. MADDY:  And this is Mark.  I don't know 

whether there's any other position.  In coming at it as a 

consumer, you know, I might have some different kind of 
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input, also. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Fred? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  This is Donna Halstead.  Could I 

ask a question? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Is it an asset or a liability or 

conflict of interest that I am on the regional group 

working on coordination in north central Texas?  Is that a 

problem? 

MR. GILLIAM:  I don't know.  Personally -- 

MR. WILSON:  I don't think so.  I'm on the 

regional -- I'm the lead agency for the region for the 

south plains. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Then we both have the same 

problem? 

MR. WILSON:  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Okay.   

DR. PETERS:   And -- Peters.  I'm on the one 

for east Texas.  I'm the vice chairman of it.  So -- and 

I -- 

Reba, I wasn't going to say anything about it. 

MS. MALONE:  And it sounds to me like -- this 

is Reba.  It sounds to me like I need to be referee 

between these three regions. 
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DR. PETERS:  Yes.  That's right. 

MR. GILLIAM:  The -- yes.  There's -- let's 

see.  Are there any other individuals that have an 

interest?  I only have one -- actually, anyone as far as 

participating in a sense of giving thoughts and ideas can 

do that.  It's just a matter of being able to work and 

come up with an agenda and having a smaller group.  So -- 

MR. MADDY:  Fred, this is Mark.  If you form 

subcommittees, what -- I don't know what our bylaws say 

about how many can be on a subcommittee.  And that may be 

something to make sure that we take into consideration, 

also. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Mr. Chairman, a point of 

clarification on that.  This is Kelly Kirkland. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  We looked at Subchapter (f) in 

the Texas Administrative code under Chapter 43.  And PTAC 

can form a technical subcommittee with any number of 

members, and it can have people who are PTAC members, as 

well as people who are not PTAC members.  The only 

stricture would be -- is if there are more -- if there are 

six or more PTAC members attending a meeting, it would 

have to be posted in advance as a PTAC meeting. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

DR. PETERS:  This is Peters.  I think that 
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argues to have only five. 

MR. WILSON:  I think so, too.  John Wilson. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Mr. Chair? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes, sir. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  This is Oscar Treviño. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes, Mayor. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  The way it reads in the statute, 

any subcommittee of a public body needs to have their 

meetings posted, anyway, under the Texas Open Meetings 

Law.  If we want a subcommittee of an eight-member council 

and we have three members that are appointed to the 

subcommittee, we have to post the meeting. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Mr. Mayor, this is Kelly 

Kirkland again.  I think that the description of what Fred 

is working on is not a subcommittee; it's a technical 

group. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  It would be in advisory to PTAC. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  I thought he specifically said, 

"Subcommittee," in his presentation. 

MR. MADDY:  And it says that on the agenda.  

This is Mark. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  It's a technical subcommittee. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Okay.  I think we had better 
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check with -- I'll admit -- I would prefer that we be safe 

than sorry.  It doesn't hurt to post a meeting.  I'd just 

err on the side of safety.  That's just a comment. 

MR. GILLIAM:  And well noted.  Thank you, 

Mayor. 

Any other individuals that have an interest, or 

any discussion on this? 

(Pause.) 

MR. GILLIAM:  Is there anyone who I mentioned 

as members of it that --  

I know, Donna, you mentioned that as long as it 

was within -- not within the next four weeks, you had an 

interest. 

Is here anyone else who does not have an 

interest or as much a desire?  Because I have two 

additional individuals who've indicated an interest. 

MR. FARIS:  This is Vinsen Faris.  Fred, I 

would be honored to serve -- and glad to.  However, if 

there's a problem with space on the group, by all means, I 

can relate to -- 

MR. GILLIAM:  Well, I -- thank you for that.  

What I was trying to do is make sure that I respected 

Mark's comments about a user.  And you are a user, also, 

aren't you? 

MR. FARIS:  That's kind of a crazy thing, but 
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that's what I'm classified on the committee, yes, sir. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  The -- let's see.  I'm 

sort of looking over the list here.  Vinsen, if -- to 

allow Mark an opportunity, you obviously can, just as I or 

anyone else -- any thoughts we have to bring to the 

committee we could participate with -- 

MR. FARIS:  Certainly. 

MS. MALONE:  Mr. Chair? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MS. MALONE:  I'd like to interrupt and say 

since I had volunteered and Vinsen had been selected 

previously by you, I'd prefer to withdraw my name rather 

than Vinsen withdraw his. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  That keeps the group 

within management of the -- 

MS. MALONE:  As long as they take the business 

members into consideration on legislation. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Well, I -- knowing you, I'm sure 

they will. 

(Laughter.) 

MR. GILLIAM:  So if I could sort of propose as 

a motion as Dr. Peters, Vinsen Faris, Donna Halstead, John 

Wilson and Mark Maddy to make up this technical 

subcommittee?  And I would like for this to be an action 

where the rest of the members would support this by your 
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votes.  And so if I can get a second to that? 

MS. MALONE:  I'd like to ask one more question. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Sure. 

MS. MALONE:  If this -- if it were possible for 

this committee to meet at the same time or around the same 

time that PTAC meets and in conjunction with what Mayor 

Treviño said about posting the meetings, then these people 

would already be in Austin.  Those of us that might have 

some interest in what's going on would also be in Austin. 

 So maybe that could be taken into consideration for 

scheduling purposes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  By all means, because that -- you 

know, without a doubt, I mean we're a group of 11.  And we 

need to make sure that all of us and -- because we come 

from different backgrounds, we need to make sure we 

represent that and provide the maximum knowledge that we 

possibly can and advance public transportation here in 

this state.  And, you know, with the recent statewide 

coordination that's going on and all the other issues, 

we've got to figure out one way to be unified and also be 

focused on the issues 

So -- and that's -- what I discovered -- I say, 

Discovered.  What I was able to determine was that we have 

an opening that perhaps the Commission would consider some 

last-minute recommendations from us, you know, if we come 
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up with some.  So this is just an opportunity for us to 

provide some additional support and feedback and direction 

to the Commissioners.  And I think they would welcome 

this.  And so -- 

MR. GEYER:  This is Bob Geyer.  I'd just ask 

the committee after each meeting to just send out a brief 

summary of what changes in legislation they're either 

discussing or considering. 

MR. MADDY:  This is Mark.  If we're going to be 

having -- holding meetings and then we're going to be a 

part of the PTAC, should there not be maybe a space -- if 

we've had a meeting, should there not be a space and a 

report on the -- during the PTAC meeting, anyway? 

MR. GILLIAM:  I think, Mark, that was Reba's 

suggestion. 

MR. MADDY:  Right. 

MR. GILLIAM:  And I think from a -- well, we'll 

make sure that everything we do is legal and above board. 

MR. MADDY:  Okay.   

MR. GILLIAM:  And -- 

MR. MADDY:  And this is Mark, also.  If -- 

would it be possible, if there's some time that I could 

not make it to Austin or whatever, that we could do it as 

a conference call still with the subcommittee? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 
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MR. MADDY:  Is that still a possibility?  Or -- 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes, it is. 

MR. MADDY:  Okay.  Just to verify, so that 

would also maybe dictate some of my ability to participate 

or not participate. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

Kelly, in relationship to this, I know you 

handed down this as an action, but I wanted to make sure 

the committee was -- supported this, too.  But the -- is 

it a requirement that we would have an action on it, or 

not?  I -- actually, the question really is moot, because 

I want action on it, anyway.  So -- 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Okay.  Well, you can go ahead 

and have an action then. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Fred, I have another conference 

call.  I'm going to sign off. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  Thank you.  We appreciate 

your participation. 

MS. HALSTEAD:  Goodbye. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MS. MALONE:  Mr. Chair, this is Reba Malone.  

And I would move that the suggested four names with the 

addition of -- 

MR. GILLIAM:  Mark? 
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MS. MALONE:   -- Mark be included to complete 

your committee. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  This is Oscar.  Second. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  We have a motion and a 

second.  Now a roll call.  So one of you will start. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba Malone.  Yes. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Oscar Treviño.  Yes. 

MR. WILSON:  John Wilson.  Yes. 

DR. PETERS:  Robert Peters.  Yes. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Claudia Langguth.  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  Bob Geyer.  Yes. 

MR. FARIS:  Vinsen Faris.  Yes. 

MR. MADDY:  Mark Maddy.  Yes. 

MS. OLIER:  And Vastene.  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  So the motion passed 

unanimously. 

So the Item Number 5, public comment.  I don't 

know how -- tell me how -- this is the second time that I 

can recall we've had a total telephone committee meeting. 

 And how can we handle public comment?  Would they be 

aware or participating in this?  This has a -- I'm just 

trying to figure out how someone would participate in a 

public comment on the committee. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  They would have to be present 

here in Austin at our location at 200 East Riverside. 
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MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:  And I will -- I'll start off by 

saying we have no sign-in sheets for someone who has 

requested permission to speak.  I'll go ahead and open 

that up to the floor now. 

Does anyone wish to make public comments? 

(Pause.) 

MR. KIRKLAND:  No.  I have three attendees, and 

they're all shaking their heads.  So it looks like we have 

no public comment for today's meeting. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  Good.  "Good," meaning 

that we're at the end of our meeting.  So if I can get a 

motion to adjourn -- 

MR. GEYER:  Fred, can I ask a question?  This 

is Bob Geyer. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  And maybe it cannot be answered.  I 

don't know. 

John Wilson? 

MR. WILSON:  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  I'm just curious.  How are you 

coming along with your lobbying for that $10 transit 

across the street, similar to the road and bridge fund? 

MR. WILSON:  Oh, well, that's -- we are just 

getting started.  We have been talking to legislators 



 
 

 
 ON THE RECORD REPORTING 
 (512) 450-0342 

29

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

behind the scenes on -- you're talking about the county? 

MR. GEYER:  Yes, sir, the $10 county fee you 

were talking about. 

MR. WILSON:  Yes.  We are talking to senators 

and state reps about it behind the scenes right now.  And 

we're going through the motions of trying to get it -- a 

sponsor lined up -- and everything else -- at this point 

in time. 

MR. GEYER:  Are you having any success in that 

area? 

MR. WILSON:  We have -- well, we haven't gotten 

a definite response yet.  We've been talking about how -- 

exactly the right way to bill that.  There's different 

views as to exactly how much should go to the county and 

how much should go to public transportation.  And there's 

also questions about how much maybe -- the city maybe 

should get in it.   

So that's the -- we have to get that ironed out 

before we can have -- before we can file the legislation. 

 But we plan to file it before the session starts. 

MR. GEYER:  All right.  Thank you. 

MR. WILSON:  Okay.   

I just want to mention one other thing, since I 

have the floor here.  It's that I did send out about the 

open meetings training video that -- I e-mailed it to 
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everybody on our committee.  Hopefully, you got it.  And I 

said I would do it at the last meeting.  And I did that 

this morning.  So FYI. 

MR. GILLIAM:  John, just -- since I missed the 

last one, you sent out something by e-mail today regarding 

open meetings training? 

MR. WILSON:  Yes.  It's a one-hour video that I 

had to take as a policy committee member as the MPO here 

in Lubbock.  And so there was -- the mayor had said we 

should all take some type of training.  And I agreed to 

send out that video to all of the other members.  And you 

should have that -- by e-mail a link to the web site. 

MR. GILLIAM:  That's great. 

DR. PETERS:  Mr. Chairman, this is Robert 

Peters.  How do we register that we have completed?  I had 

to do it two other times for two other boards. 

MR. WILSON:  Okay.  If -- 

DR. PETERS:  And I don't want to do it again. 

MR. WILSON:  Okay.  Well, it does -- at the end 

of it, there is a certificate that you can -- it will 

print out for you. 

DR. PETERS:  Okay.   

MR. WILSON:  Okay? 

DR. PETERS:  All right. 

MR. WILSON:  And we can send that certificate 
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to TxDOT if you want to.  Okay? 

DR. PETERS:  Okay.   

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

Kelly, would you make sure that Donna also 

becomes aware of what John --  

Well, John, you said you sent it to her, also. 

Right? 

MR. WILSON:  Yes.  I did. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  So everybody should 

receive it regardless?  Okay.  Good. 

MR. WILSON:  That's right. 

MR. FARIS:  Mr. Chair, Vinsen Faris. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes? 

MR. FARIS:  I would like to thank John for 

appearing before the last Commission meeting and 

representing the PTAC group with the recommendations on 

the formula.  And he did a good job.  And I think 

everything was well received with his words, as well as 

those of Eric. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Great.  Very well noted.  I 

appreciate you saying it, John. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Mr. Chair? 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes, sir. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  This is Mayor Treviño.  If we 

could, could we get TxDOT just to e-mail everybody and 



 
 

 
 ON THE RECORD REPORTING 
 (512) 450-0342 

32

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

give us a location where we can send our document 

verifying that we took the open meetings class?  And that 

way, they can keep the record, because the governing body 

is the one that's supposed to have the record. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay. 

Kelly, did you hear the request? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir.  You all can send that 

to me, either electronically or hard copy. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Okay.  Thank you. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Just one note, in case someone 

is not able to attend that.  Advisory Committee members 

are not covered by that part.  So it's not a requirement. 

It probably is a good idea for your information, but it's 

not required for this purpose. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Duly noted.  But I think -- in 

the spirit of what we're trying to do, I think all of us 

if we could -- it's better for us to do it. 

MR. TREVIÑO:  What we did -- excuse me.  This 

is Oscar again.  What we did in our city is -- we had 

every board and commission, even though they weren't 

required, go through it.  Again, public input is required 

in open meetings and is a pretty serious thing with the 

press, and we don't cross that barrier with anybody. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes.  I have at least one a week 

if not more requests of documentation here for these open 
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meetings or -- open records requests. 

So any other business then? 

MR. TREVIÑO:  I just want to make sure our next 

meeting is at 9:30 on the 15th of September.  Is that 

correct? 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes.  This is Kelly Kirkland.  

That is correct. 

MR. MADDY:  What day of the week is that? 

MR. TREVIÑO:  Friday. 

MR. MADDY:  Okay.   

MR. GILLIAM:  And it's -- and the ones that can 

attend, obviously, will.  And for the ones who cannot, 

we'll have a connection with the phone. 

DR. PETERS:  They have that -- this is Robert 

Peters.  Just for you-all's information, which I found out 

when trying to make a hotel reservation, that's that 

Austin music weekend thing. 

MR. KIRKLAND:  Oh.  The Austin City Limits 

music festival. 

MR. GILLIAM:  ACL? 

DR. PETERS:  Yes, or whatever they call it. 

MR. GILLIAM:  And -- well, it's Austin City 

Limits.  And we maybe should reconsider that date because 

of that, because hotel rooms will be difficult. 

DR. PETERS:  They are not only difficult.  
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They're not there if you want to get within a couple of 

miles of downtown. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Yes.  Because that -- it's -- 

upwards of 70,000 attend this daily.  And if I recall, 

over 50 percent of that 70,000 are from outside of the 

city.  So -- but is that something the committee would 

like to reconsider the date -- because of that? 

MR. FARIS:  Mr. Chair, this is Vinsen Faris.  I 

had other conflicts on that date and was unable to attend, 

anyway.  So I would like another date to be considered. 

DR. PETERS:  May I -- 

MR. FARIS:  But that's just from a personal 

standpoint. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

DR. PETERS:  This is Robert Peters.  May I 

suggest September 8? 

FEMALE VOICE:  We can't do it.  It's not on the 

agenda. 

MR. GILLIAM:  I don't know.  I don't have my 

calendar before me.  But what we've done in the past is 

ask Ginnie to sort of identify an appropriate date for 

everyone. 

Kelly, is that something that Ginnie could take 

a lead on and try to do and look at the 8th as a 

possibility? 
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MR. KIRKLAND:  Yes, sir. 

This is Kelly Kirkland again.  Ginnie will poll 

the members to see what might be a more appropriate 

date -- 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. KIRKLAND:   -- in that neighborhood. 

MR. GILLIAM:  All right.  We have the 15th now. 

But with this spirit of trying to find an alternate date, 

I think it would be the choice -- the better choice. 

MR. GEYER:  And Bob Geyer.  The sooner the 

better, you know, so we don't wait too long.  But I'm for 

the 8th, by the way.  We could maybe get a straw poll just 

to see. 

DR. PETERS:  Mr. Chairman, this is Robert 

Peters.  One of my other state boards meets on the 22nd.  

And I -- and it's in Fort Worth.  So I could not be, you 

know, present, either by telephone or in person, on the 

22nd, which is another Friday.  You've got five Fridays in 

September:  The 1st, which is before Labor Day, the 8th, 

15th, 22nd and 29th. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

And is Friday just better for everyone? 

MR. MADDY:  Yes. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Friday's better for me. 

DR. PETERS:  Robert Peters.  Absolutely. 
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MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

MR. MADDY:  That fits me. 

MR. FARIS:  I've got a problem with the 8th in 

that I'm in Minnesota.  This is Vinsen.  But that's minor. 

We can meet around then. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

But the desire would be to try to find an 

alternate date? 

DR. PETERS:  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  And Ginnie will do that.  And she 

has been very good at that in the past. 

So any other discussion? 

(Pause.) 

MR. GILLIAM:  I'll entertain a motion to 

adjourn. 

DR. PETERS:  Peters.  I move we adjourn. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  This is Claudia Langguth.  I 

second. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.   

So we have a motion and a second.  Then if 

we'll just run the table again. 

DR. PETERS:  Peters.  Yes. 

MS. LANGGUTH:  Claudia.  Yes. 

MR. WILSON:  John Wilson.  Yes. 

MS. MALONE:  Reba.  Yes. 
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MR. TREVIÑO:  Oscar.  Yes. 

MR. GEYER:  Bob Geyer.  Yes. 

MR. FARIS:  Vinsen Faris.  Yes. 

MS. OLIER:  Vastene.  Yes. 

MR. MADDY:  Mark Maddy.  Yes. 

MR. GILLIAM:  Okay.  The motion carries, and we 

are adjourned.  Thanks to everyone.  Appreciate your time. 

Have a great summer. 

(Whereupon, at 10:24 a.m., this meeting was 

concluded.) 
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