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PROCEEDINGS

MR. GILLIAM: 1711 call the meeting to order.
It”s around 1:05. And to make sure 1 can manage this from
this end, 1’11 call the roll and have you identify
yourself. Then from here on out, each time you speak, if
you’ll identify yourself for the reporter, 1 would
appreciate it, because this way we can keep up with what’s
going on. 1’11 do my best to see your hand raised each
time you want to speak, and if two or three of you want to
speak at the same time, 1’11 try to manage from this
point, but realize that 1 won’t be able to see you nor you
see met. So with that understood, we’ll get the meeting
going.

We” 1l start with the roll call. Fred Gilliam,
here.

MS. LANGGUTH: Claudia Langguth, here.

MR. WILSON: John Wilson, here.

MS. BLOOMER: Michelle Bloomer, here.

MR. MADDY: Mark Maddy, here.

MR. GILLIAM: Is anyone else on the line that
has not previously identified themself?

(No response.)

MR. GILLIAM: That said, we do have a majority
based on who i1s present. So approval of minutes from the

May 16, 2008 meeting.
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MS. LANGGUTH: Claudia Langguth, move to
approve the minutes.

MR. WILSON: John Wilson, second.

MR. GILLIAM: Any discussion?

(No response.)

MR. GILLIAM: AIll in favor, i1f you’ll identify
yourself as you vote.

MS. LANGGUTH: Claudia Langguth, in favor.

MR. WILSON: John Wilson, yes.

MS. BLOOMER: Michelle Bloomer, yes.

MR. MADDY: Mark Maddy, yes.

MR. GILLIAM: And Fred, yes. That’s all of us.

The next item on the agenda is the division
director’s report to the committee regarding general
public transportation matters.

MR. GLEASON: Good afternoon, everybody. This
is Eric Gleason. | think you got a copy of the report,
I’m not going to go through it In a tremendous amount of
detail unless you’ve got some questions on it. It
highlights with a focus on coordination efforts for this
meeting.

We’ve just hosted a fairly successful two-day
workshop -- at least | hope it was successful -- on
ABuilding Partnerships: Moving Forward.@ We had almost

200 people attend that. We’ve just concluded ten
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workshops around the state this spring, focused on getting
better relationships and communication with our health and
human services stakeholders. The commission has gone
ahead and awarded the next set of funds to continue the
effort into the next fiscal year. So we’re continuing to
move forward in that effort.

We also have out at this time what we’re
calling a coordinated call for project proposals, and it
went out on July 11 and I think proposals are due December
12. 1t is a combination of all of our competitive call
programs that we traditionally have gone out one at a time
with, we’re doing it all together to try to gain some
benefit from that.

Yesterday in Wichita Falls at the commission
meeting, the commission did pass a minute order awarding
$11.6 million of federal bus and bus facility
discretionary money, 5309 money, which was awarded to the
State of Texas. For those of you who don’t know, there
was a recent award made by the FTA of about $96 million
nationwide from the discretionary program. The department
got $11.6 million which was the single largest award
nationally, and the state did quite well as well, with
Dallas getting $9 million and Houston getting $7- and San
Antonio getting $2-, so with all four of those combined,

we got just shy of $30 million out of a total of $96-, so

ON THE RECORD REPORTING
(512) 450-0342




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Texas did, | think, very well in this latest round of
discretionary funding from the federal government.

We did do a fleet replacement award to all
rural providers and small urban providers who elected to
join us iIn our submittal to the program. So that was good
news.

We also awarded funds to the City of Galveston
to do a feasibility study looking at the consolidation of
the City of Galveston Service with Connect Transit which
i1s the rural service to Brazoria and Galveston Counties.
The commission funded a similar study in the San Angelo
area a couple of years ago that resulted In the
consolidation of the rural transit district there with the
small urban system, and I think we’ve seen some
significant benefit in that area from this. So this is a
similar feasibility study with potentially similar
results, and | think in our view it generally supports the
concept of increased coordination among systems.

And with that, Mr. Chair, 1 will take any
questions that members may have.

MR. GILLIAM: Okay. Thanks, Eric. Questions?

MS. BLOOMER: Yes. This i1s Michelle Bloomer.

MR. GLEASON: Hi, Michelle.

MS. BLOOMER: Eric, I just had a question how

the $11.6 million was distributed between the providers.
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MR. GLEASON: Between providers in the rural
program? Just real quickly, we split the $11.6- between
small urban and rural programs generally, and then among
each of those programs we did it based on relative need,
based on mileage and age of the fleets which is how we
traditionally have done that. Is that what you’re looking
for?

MS. BLOOMER: I was just curious if it was
based on what the providers had submitted of what they
needed or 1T TxDOT determined i1t, because looking at it,
the Dallas-Fort Worth providers is less than a million,
it’s about 7.6 percent of the total $11-. 1 was just
curious i1If they submitted information of which TxDOT
submitted the $11 million request, but it looks like you
got the $11 million in funding and then you determined how
it was split.

MR. GLEASON: Well, here’s the way we did it,
Michelle. The original proposal that the department sent
in for rural and small urban systems totaled just about
$35 million, and it focused on those members of the fleet
in our database that had exceeded 150 percent of their
useful life which i1s based on mileage. And so the award
of $11.6- obviously wasn’t $35-, so we split it between
the two programs. When we did that, we did take into

account -- and this may be why if you’re looking at the
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rural program, Michelle, it may seem a little small to
you -- back In February of this year, the department was
able to award $8.6 million to the rural program, and so
when we got the $11.6- from the FTA, we did take into
account that recent rural award, and so the emphasis for
the $11.6- was slanted toward the small urban systems
somewhat, trying to make sure we could pay attention to
both needs. We essentially saw 1t as an opportunity for
the first time for the State to help address the small
urban fleet replacement need in a larger way than i1t’s
been able to do in the past.

And so what I would encourage you to do, if
it’s the rural systems you’re looking at, is actually look
also at what they got back in February of this year -- was
it February or March? It was March. And add those two
together.

MS. BLOOMER: And 1 have one more question.
Back in June, the commission awarded the $2.2 million.

MR. GLEASON: Yes, ma”am.

MS. BLOOMER: Have those contracts gone out to
the providers?

MR. GLEASON: Yes, they have.

MS. BLOOMER: Just want to make sure because
they’re calling us saying they don’t have any money.

MR. GLEASON: They’re calling you saying they
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don’t have any money -- you mean like they’re running out
of money?

MS. BLOOMER: 1 just wanted to make sure that
the money Is coming.

MR. GILLIAM: Check is in the mail.

MR. GLEASON: As long as they have local match.

MR. GILLIAM: Any other questions of Eric on
his report?

MR. GLEASON: Michelle, at some point if
there’s more behind that statement they don’t any money,
give me a call, 1 need to understand that better. We
don’t need to do i1t here but 1 do need to understand that
better.

MS. BLOOMER: Okay.

MR. GLEASON: Thank you.

MR. GILLIAM: If there are not any other
questions or comments regarding agenda item number 3,
we’ll move to agenda item number 4, discussion of PTAC
work program.

MR. GLEASON: This is Eric Gleason again and
1’1l do this. We’ve been talking with you about putting
together a work program over the last meeting or so, and 1
think we’ve talked about the notion of establishing
subcommittees that would work on different elements of the

work program before it came to the committee as a whole.
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And 1 think you each got something from Ginnie that shows
a Planning and Policy subcommittee and a Program
Management subcommittee, and organized under each of those
then are the topics that we’ve heard from you, and perhaps
one or two that we’ve introduced from the division, as
topics that would be a part of that subcommittee work
program.

And so | think today we want to maybe talk a
little more about whether we’ve got the complete list of
topics, but most importantly, what we need to do is get
you thinking about which subcommittee you wish to be a
member of. We cannot have more than five people on each
subcommittee, and to date, what we have is Kari Hackett
has expressed an interest in the Policy and Planning
subcommittee, and Frank Castellanos has expressed an
interest In the Program Management subcommittee, and Vince
Huerta has said he’ll serve on either one. So that’s kind
of where we stand on that.

As we’ll learn at the end of the meeting, we
have another meeting scheduled for the 24th of October,
and that’s the meeting where we will officially form these
subcommittees.

MS. LANGGUTH: This is Claudia Langguth

MR. GLEASON: Hey, Claudia.

MS. LANGGUTH: Hi. 1 would be happy to serve
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on either. |1 would be a bit more interested, 1 think, in
the Program Management subcommittee.

MR. GLEASON: Okay. We”ll probably take you on
that one -- 1’1l put you down as either but for now we’ll
place you under the Program Management.

MS. LANGGUTH: Great, thanks.

MR. GILLIAM: Any other volunteers?

MR. MADDY: This 1s Mark Maddy, and 1°m not
sure which subcommittee specifically but the sub
subcommittee that will be working on the funding formula,
I would be interested in working with that.

MR. GLEASON: Mark, 1 think just for now we’ll
just consider that to be a subcommittee. 1 don’t know if
we’re going to form sub-subcommittees, but that would be a
topic that would be on that subcommittee.

MR. MADDY: Whichever committee that that would
fall under.

MR. GLEASON: That would be the Planning and
Policy subcommittee.

MR. GILLIAM: Fred, this is John Wilson. 1
just want the committee to know that my understanding is
that 1°m not going to be up for reappointment, so that’s
why my name is not on there, and I just want to take this
opportunity to thank the other members of the committee

for serving with you, | appreciate the opportunity. |1
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think we’ve done some good things in the past and
hopefully you’ll do some good things in the future, and 1
appreciate TxDOT letting me serve on this committee.
Thank you all.

MR. GILLIAM: Well, thank you, John. 1°m sure
this won’t be the last time we hear from you, though.

MR. WILSON: It won’t be.

MR. GILLIAM: Because I know you’ll continue to
have an interest, and thank you for your not only past
support, I know we can count on you for the future too.

MR. WILSON: Thank you very much.

MR. GILLIAM: Any other volunteers?

MR. GLEASON: If you want to take a little more
time and get back to Ginnie, that’s fine.

MR. GILLIAM: 1 think that’s appropriate
probably since there are some who are not present, we
probably need to make sure we weigh in on that. And I
would suggest maybe sending out something with a time line
that says you need to know by a certain date. Hopefully
you’ll get some response on that.

A question I have as relates to the different
subcommittees, what area helps you at PTN and TxDOT the
most? And 1 think when we first started talking about the
various avenues of trying to make a difference and

whatever, 1 think the way our conversation went, along
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with what 1 was trying to express, was really how we could
sort of chart a course, i1if you will, but be more proactive
and less reactive because we were anticipating planning
for the future and those kind of things, and maybe all
these different sub-categories cover that. But I wanted
to make sure that we don’t lose sight of that because 1
think everybody was expressing themselves more in a way of
how can we help and how can we make a difference, and also
realize that the state is faced with a lot of major

issues -- funding i1s one -- along with how do we make
reality of the coordination of transportation, because
that’s the state’s iInitiative and whatever.

And there’s a different group, if you will, and
some of us are involved iIn that group too, but can PTAC
along with the other things, can we make a difference
along with are we hitting the right things that you
believe we need?

MR. GLEASON: This is Eric Gleason. Well, 1
think the committee’s fundamental role is advising the
commission on policy, public transportation policy, and I
think that in both of the subcommittees -- part of this
you see the word policy In one of the subcommittees and
not in the other, I don’t think that means to imply that
there aren’t policies under the Program Management

subcommittee. | think some of these are fairly self-
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evident: the funding formula Is an obvious one,
legislative issues. Regional coordination planning, |
would look to the committee to kind of help us work
through what 1 would call sort of statewide areas of
interest with coordination. You know, as we get
experience, whether or not it makes sense to move i1t iIn
one direction or another to achieve something that’s of
interest to the state.

Under the Program Management subcommittee, the
coordinated program call, the director’s report included
in that description some goals and objectives for that
call, things we’re trying to achieve. 1°m not suggesting
that the committee would look at the proposals that we get
or that the committee would have a role 1n evaluating
those proposals specifically, but I can imagine
conversations at this level about the objectives of the
call, maybe particular areas of emphasis or strategic
areas that we want to emphasize In 1t, sort of a broader
level conversation that would take place at the beginning
as opposed to the end of the effort.

Transportation development credits I think is
the same way. We’re calling 1t a program, but quite
frankly, there are choices to be made and opportunities to
make choices about how and where they’re used which are of
policy significance.
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So the issue, from my standpoint, is one of
policy, not one of detail, and we’ll have to talk through
that, 1 think, specifically as we get into each of these
subcommittee’s work programs to try and come to an
agreement on where that boundary is. 1 don’t feel like
iIt’s necessarily my decision or yours. | would like to
kind of reach an agreement collectively on where that
boundary between policy and implementation -- or whatever
you want to call it -- lies.

The one thing 1 will remind the committee that
when 1t comes to rules, that is something that we won’t
break into a subcommittee. Rules are something that the
committee needs to consider as a whole, and so we would
treat that exercise around rules as separate from all
that. And to give you an example, we might, for example,
with the funding formula where we might actually end up
ultimately with rules, there’s a conversation, | think,
that begins long before you start taking a look at rules
about what you’re trying to accomplish with it. That is,
I think, the conversation that would begin in the
subcommittee and then come to the committee, and then at
the end we would look at rules as a group.

So 1 don’t know if that helps or not, but
that’s sort of my perspective on it.

MR. GILLIAM: I guess as it relates to funding
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formula and funding, the time that I’ve served on this
committee, one of the things that we’ve dealt with the
most and has been the most painful has to do with the
formula. The other part is 1t’s very evident to me about
the lack of when I say funds, committed funds, because it
appears every two years or whatever it’s sort of undecided
how much is going to be available and there’s been some
reduction, whatever.

So 1 guess what 1 had in mind was is there a
way that we as a group can help hopefully formulate some
kind of strategy that would be acceptable to the
commissioners and PTN about the funding to make it a
little bit more predictable, 1f you will, and recognize
the fact of what the needs are in the state. | mean, if
we are to achieve statewide certain objectives, we’ve got
to understand how public transportation is going to play a
part iIn it, and the other part is how iIt’s going to be

funded. And so if i1it’s under funding formula that can be

achieved -- and if I’m out of line in relationship to the
thought, 1 just need to understand i1t -- that’s where 1|
was coming from. | just know that we struggle and there’s

disappointments and we all share iIn the victories but we
also share in the losses of i1t, and if we can help
ourselves and help everyone, | think our lives would be a

lot easier.

ON THE RECORD REPORTING
(512) 450-0342




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

And others on the committee, | may be totally
out of line from what you’re thinking too, but I°m just
sort of sharing one of the things based on the past few
years of experience dealing with this. 1Is anyone there?

MS. LANGGUTH: Yes, 1 think we’re all nodding
In agreement with you.

MR. GLEASON: We just couldn’t see that.

MS. LANGGUTH: Sorry.

(General laughter.)

MR. GLEASON: This i1s Eric again. It may be
that funding formula is a very specific item under this
Planning and Policy subcommittee. Maybe there’s a more
general i1tem around funding.

MR. GILLIAM: If 1t was like funding/funding
formula, any way to make sure it’s broad enough.

MR. GLEASON: That would be fine.

MR. GILLIAM: Personally 1 think we’ve all, and
folks who have served iIn the past who are not serving now,
they want to help, they want to make things easier and
better, and faced with the fact that our state grew faster
than any other state last year and this region here
outgrew 38 states just population-wise last year, and
we’ve got to deal with public transportation and it’s not
going to be provided if we don’t have the funds.

MR. GLEASON: |1 think those are all relevant
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policy issues this committee can discuss.

MR. GILLIAM: Just like the demographer, | had
a conversation with him, the state demographer, about how
we as a state can update or get more federal money to this
state rather than waiting every ten years. What 1°m
understanding out of the conversation is the urbanized
areas are primarily updated on an annual basis but the
rest of the state 1s not updated, but we’re using 2000
census data to receive federal money, and so are there
other ways that we might can understand that and work with
them to come up with a better way to cause us to get more
money to come to the state. |1 don”t know. But that’s
sort of what I’m thinking: can we think beyond just what
we’re doing.

MS. BLOOMER: Fred, this is Michelle Bloomer.
I would concur. 1 think my goal being on the committee is
to see what we can do to address sort of the short term
issues, and 1 think some of the i1tems that are on here
under the Planning and Policy subcommittee and the Program
Management subcommittee are policy decisions that can have
a short term impact, but also sort of looking toward the
future. Everybody says that right now 1t’s the perfect
storm. Well, what are we going to do now to make sure ten
years from now, Ffifteen years from now that we have a

seamless, stable public transportation system. And in our
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region right now, we’re working in the very short term
because we’re trying to keep the boat afloat, but I think
we lose sight if all we focus on is keeping the boat
afloat and don’t figure out how ten years from now we’re
going to make sure that it’s a bigger boat, it’s a safer
boat, et cetera.

So 1 would agree, if we can sort of look at the
short term such as the funding formula, but longer term,
how do we continue to fund public transportation In Texas
and what can we do to ensure that the funding and the
resources -- and not just funding when 1 say resources but
all the resources that are needed to provide a first class
transportation system are in place in the future.

MR. GILLIAM: Okay. Any other comments on this
subject?

(No response.)

MR. GILLIAM: Well, I think what 1 understand
that we’ll do then, the ones who have volunteered, they
have your names. The ones that have not volunteered, we
will send out a list of these two subcommittees and ask
within a certain amount of time to respond to it, and from
there we’ll move forward and probably validate this at our
next meeting.

MR. GLEASON: This i1s Eric again. You don’t

need to volunteer for a subcommittee, | think we would
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like to know one way or the other what your interest 1is
just so we make sure we’ve got everybody accounted for.

MR. GILLIAM: And we’re going to continue to
have eleven members. 1Is that correct?

MR. GLEASON: Yes.

MR. GILLIAM: 1 just wanted to make sure. And
the main reason 1 haven’t volunteered because 1 wanted to
make sure that everybody else had an opportunity because 1
understood the numbers.

Any other discussion on agenda 1tem number 4
regarding the PTAC work program? If not, we’ll move to
agenda item number 5, which 1s the preliminary
notification of rulemaking, in accordance with 43 Texas
Administration Code, Section 1.83(b), discussion of
development of TxDOT’s internal compliance program and
extension of the program to TxDOT’s partners through
rullemaking.

MR. GLEASON: This i1s Eric Gleason. 1°d like
to invite Suzanne Mann, from our Office of General
Counsel, to join us.

MS. MANN: Hi. 1°m Suzanne Mann, I”’m associate
general counsel with the Office of General Counsel at
TXDOT .

We recently published a notice In the Texas

Register that TxDOT is considering changing several of our
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rule provisions to include the requirement that an
organization that receives grants or loans from the
department certify to the department that they have an
internal compliance program within their organization.

TxDOT is currently formalizing the
implementation and development of an internal compliance
program, meaning ethics, meaning you’re complying with
laws and all of that. The public sector has been doing
this for a number of years -- the private sector has, the
public sector is kind of getting into this. We’ve been
following UT”s system of how they’re doing this. We have
a compliance system In place, we have an ethics program iIn
place, but we’re formalizing that and actually having
probably an office created to do this. So there are
certain steps that you’d follow and that’s what we’re
making sure that we have all of that.

With regards to our partners, the United States
Sentencing Guidelines require organizations -- and
organizations is defined as all kinds of things, including
governments and political subdivisions -- they require you
to have seven things 1in a compliance program, an ethics
program, and we’re making sure that TxDOT has those seven
things -- which we do -- and we would like people who
partner with us, especially people who we give money to,

have those seven things in place. Most likely, anybody
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that does business with us already has an ethics and
compliance program within their organization.

Now, there’s various ways that you can do that.
You can do a very formalized one but 1f you’re a small
company, you may do it more informally through memos and
such, and that’s fine. The United States Sentencing
Guidelines set those seven requirements out and we set
those out iIn our public notice of what we would require.
So what we’re requiring, we’re thinking about changing our
rules -- and this i1s just a proposal right now -- thinking
about changing a lot of our rules to require organizations
that do business with us to certify that they have a
program in place that complies with these seven things.

The seven things, 1’11 just read off really
quickly: establish compliance standards and procedures to
be followed by employees and other agents; assign high
level personnel to have overall responsibility for
overseeing compliance with such standards and procedures;
use care to avoid delegating substantial discretionary
authority to individuals whom the organization knows or
should have reason to know have a propensity to engage in
illegal activities; effectively communicate the standards
and procedures to all employees by requiring participation
in training and by disseminating publications that explain

in understandable language what is required; take
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reasonable steps to achieve compliance with standards by
utilizing monitoring and auditing systems that have been
designed to reasonably detect non-compliance and publicize
and provide a system for employees and other agents to
report suspected non-compliance; consistently enforce the
standards through appropriate disciplinary mechanisms; and
finally, take all reasonable steps to respond
appropriately to detect offenses and to prevent similar
occurrences.

So what the department is doing Is we’re taking
comments on this, and the comment period expires Monday at
five o’clock. We’re trying to define how this would work,
what impacts this would have. What we’re thinking is it
probably won’t have much of an Impact because most people
are already doing this, but if there is an Impact, we’d
like to know what that would be, and we’re not requiring
any kind of proof except for a certification that you have
a program in place -- that’s what we’re thinking about
doing right now. Very preliminary right now. The
effective date of when we would do this, we have no idea,
so there would probably be quite a bit of lead time for
organizations to comply with 1t.

So we’re just taking comments; we’d like
specific comments. As of today, we’ve only received three

comments, and mainly it was a concern of cost, is this
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going to cost my organization money to come up with a
compliance plan. 1 think when they go back and look, they
might see that they already have one. But that’s what
we’re looking at: specifically what this will do to the
organizations.

MR. GILLIAM: Thank you, Suzanne. Any
questions regarding the proposed rulemaking?

While 1°m waiting on it, 1if 1 understood
correctly, it’s focused on ethics.

MS. MANN: Yes, and compliance with laws.

MR. GILLIAM: Okay. And it deals with more or
less customers of TxDOT in a sense, so it would be
grantees and systems like that. Does it apply to this
committee?

MS. MANN: 1t’s going to apply to organizations
who receive -- primarily what we’re looking at right now,
receive monetary benefits from TxDOT. And the main thing
IS we want to make sure that our money is used how It’s
supposed to be used.

MR. GILLIAM: I just know In my own system we
are required annually to have ethics training and
whatever, and we also extend that to our board members
which is required. | assume that what we do is similar to
what you require and probably meets your requirement from

that standpoint, if I was a grantee. But 1 would assume
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that perhaps some smaller agencies and counties or
whatever, 1t the county is not requiring it, they may not
have that, and that may be a concern.

MS. MANN: 1t may be, yes.

MR. GILLIAM: Now, is there -- 1°m trying to
think of the word -- a simplified or easier way? | have
to watch a film type thing and whatever, but is that the
kind of training that is required for a much smaller
grantee, or is it something different that would apply?

MS. MANN: Well, 1t’s pretty wide open. The
United States Sentencing Guidelines give not a whole lot
of direction, but they say i1t depends on the size of your
organization. |If you’re a large organization, they expect
a lot of resources to be sent to ethics and compliance, so
they would expect TxDOT to put resources to that and we
are. And it says that they expect large companies to
expect the companies that do business with them to have
compliance programs, but i1t even says i1f you’re a small
organization, they would expect compliance, obviously, but
your training might be handing out documents to people.
You may have five employees and you just have a lunch
meeting where you say we have these ethics, so i1t wouldn’t
be as formalized if you have a small company.

MR. GILLIAM: Well since PTN has a couple of

meetings a year statewide -- 1 know a lot of people come
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to Austin, and so if this passes, is that an opportunity
for those systems that receive money from the state, that
training could be provided at one of those meetings? |
guess the fear of the unknown can cause a lot of anxiety,
and actually, it’s painless from that standpoint, it
doesn’t take a whole lot of time, but 1 guess 1°m thinking
if 1t’s something that you do adopt, if you could make it
part of the meeting, 1 think 1t would go a long ways iIn
trying to satisfy that. And 1 agree with you, most of
them will probably already have had it, but the ones who
don’t have it, and it wouldn’t hurt anyone to listen to it
again and understand it.

MS. MANN: We could certainly look at that,
especially as far as the Government Code requirements go
on ethics and open meetings and things like that, you
could include some of that.

MR. GLEASON: This is Eric. Just for the folks
on the phone, Suzanne did attend the recent meeting we had
and talked about this topic with them.

Another thing i1s when i1t gets to rules, this is
not something we’d expect the committee to formally
review, this is an information item for you just to keep
you abreast of things that may Impact our program.

MS. MANN: Right.

MR. GILLIAM: Thank you for that. Any
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questions or comments from the committee?

(No response.)

MR. GILLIAM: Hearing none, you did a great
job.

MR. GLEASON: Thank you, Suzanne.

MS. MANN: Thank you.

MR. GILLIAM: The next item is public comment,
and | have received nothing at this point in time.

Is there anyone in the audience that would like
to comment?

(No response.)

MR. GILLIAM: The next meeting date has been
tentatively scheduled for the 24th of October, and there
has been a suggestion for that to be 9:30 a.m. Is that
okay with everyone, or is the time too early or too late?

MS. LANGGUTH: This is Claudia Langguth.
That’s fine for me.

MS. BLOOMER: This i1s Michelle Bloomer. |
think 1f you do 9:30, it makes it difficult for those of
us not in the region to fly in. 1 think, unless it’s the
first flight out, 1 wouldn’t be able to make it. 1 can do
the 24th via teleconference but 1 wouldn’t be able to be
there iIn person if 1t was at 9:30.

MR. GILLIAM: Okay.

MS. BLOOMER: You know what, 1’1l have to
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participate via teleconference anyway because we have our
technical committee meeting that afternoon.

MR. GLEASON: But we will take that into
advisement for future meetings, Michelle.

MR. GILLIAM: 1 guess given the date has been
pretty much confirmed by checking people’s calendars, we
can get a quorum on the 24th. 1 guess before we finalize
it, we’ll just make sure that the quorum will be able to
support the 9:30.

Michelle, we certainly understand yours, and
since you can’t come anyway, 9:30 would be okay by
telephone. Right?

MS. BLOOMER: Yes.

MR. GILLIAM: Any other comments or questions
as relates to the next meeting?

(No response.)

MR. GILLIAM: Hearing none, there’s not even
room for any other business so 1’1l entertain a motion to
adjourn.

MS. LANGGUTH: This is Claudia Langguth. 1
move that we adjourn.

MR. GILLIAM: Claudia has moved to adjourn. 1Is
there a second?

MR. WILSON: Second. John Wilson.

MR. GILLIAM: John Wilson, second. AIl in
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favor, just say aye.

(A chorus of ayes.)

MR. GILLIAM: Although the meeting is over
with, John, I want to thank you again publicly for your
service on the committee because i1t’s been well
appreciated and you’ve certainly served the State of Texas
very well. Thank you.

MR. GLEASON: Thank you, John.

MR. WILSON: Thank you all.

MR. GILLIAM: All of you have a great weekend.

Thank you.
(Whereupon, at 1:46 p.m., the meeting was

concluded.)
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