
Business 46 (Walnut St)
New Braunfels Public Meeting

May 31, 2012



Project Location

Begin Project 
(Kerlick Ln)

End Project 
(Landa St)



Existing Typical Section



Expansion is Necessary…
►To facilitate current and projected traffic demands
 Current Traffic Volume=9,500 vpd
 Current Level of Service with no expansion=E
 Projected 2013 Traffic Volume= 13,400
 Projected 2013 Level of Service with proposed 

expansion=B
 Projected 2033 Traffic Volume=19,500
 Projected 2033 Level of Service with proposed 

expansion=B

►To complete gap between SH 46 expansion and 
City of NB Walnut expansion



Project Objectives

►Project will also…
 improve drainage system 
 provide bicycle and pedestrian facilities
 complete plan for Walnut consistent with City of 

New Braunfels Thoroughfare plan
 minimize environmental impacts
 Include potential noise wall for Ridgecrest 

Condominiums pending property owner 
approval



Proposed Typical Section



Design Options Considered

►Bridge Section
 Highest cost, highest environmental impact, 

long construction duration

►Slopes to natural ground
 Lowest cost, higher environmental impact, 

highest ROW cost 

►Retaining Wall
 Lower cost, lowest environmental impact, 

shorter construction duration



Preferred Design Option

►Widening will occur on the ‘canyon’ side of 
the roadway

►No excavation will occur in the ‘bluff’ area
►A 25’ retaining wall at the highest point will 

be necessary to facilitate widening toward 
the canyon

►Construction of the retaining wall will 
require additional Right of Way



Bikes and Pedestrians

►Currently no bicycle facilities on Business 46
►Proposed 8’ sidewalks will accommodate off 

street cyclists and pedestrians
►Pedestrian crossings will be maintained at 

signalized intersections



Drainage Structures

►Existing structures will be extended
►Structure near Wells Fargo overtops at a 25 

year storm event
 Existing (4) 6x4 structure will be replaced with 

proposed (6) 6x4 structure
 The 2 additional boxes will be capped until 

downstream storm drain system can be 
upgraded



Storm Drain
►Currently no existing storm sewer system
►Proposed storm sewer system:
 Curbed section will contain roadway runoff, 

therefore a full storm drain system of curb 
inlets, manholes, and concrete pipe will be 
necessary
 Water quality devices will be placed upstream of 

outfall to existing culverts to mitigate 
environmental impacts
 Additional impervious cover will be detained by 

in-line detention



Proposed Construction Sequence

►During construction, roadway is proposed to 
be closed from Howard St. to Grandview 
Ave.

►Traffic will be detoured to expedite 
construction process

►Remainder of project will be built in half 
sections



Project Information

►Project has a tentative letting date of 
August 2013

►Preliminary construction cost is $8.7 million
►Funding: Proposition 12 (State General 

Revenue Bonds)
►Right of Way
 2 parcels
 1.2 acres needed



Public Comments

• Verbal comments may be submitted to the court reporter 
tonight

• Written comments may be submitted tonight OR
• Mail to:
► Texas Department Of Transportation
► Attention Daniel Worden
► P.O. Box 29928
► San Antonio, TX 78229-0928
• Email to:  Daniel.Worden@txdot.gov 
• Fax to: 210-615-6015
• Deadline: 5:00 pm June 10, 2012


