
Welcome
FM 707 Project

Public Meeting
Tuesday, July 29, 2025

539 US Highway 83, Abilene, Texas

 Learn about the FM 707 Project

 Provide comments on the proposed 

improvements for the 2.2-mile segment

Why am I here?

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

As provided for by 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 450.212, 23 CFR 450.318, and Appendix A to 23 CFR Part 450, the results or decisions of this PEL study may be incorporated into or used 

as part of the review of one or more projects under the National Environmental Policy Act, otherwise known as NEPA, which would be carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 United States Code 

(USC) 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT.

Scan Me

Good evening, everyone, and 
welcome. Thank you for joining 
us today for the FM 707 Public 
Meeting. We’re here today to 
share information, gather 
feedback, and answer your 
questions about proposed 
improvements to FM 707 from 
US 83 to FM 1750 in Abilene, 
Texas.
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WELCOME
FM 707 Project
US 83 to FM 1750

PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, July 29, 2025

539 US Highway 83, Abilene, Texas 79602

Available online July 29, 2025

1 Please sign-in

2
Watch a video

presentation

3 View exhibits

4
Ask questions and

Provide comments

As provided for by 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 450.212, 23 CFR 450.318, and Appendix A to 23 CFR Part 450, the results or decisions of this PEL study may be incorporated into or used as part of the review of one or more 

projects under the National Environmental Policy Act, otherwise known as NEPA, which would be carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 United States Code (USC) 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, 

and executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

This meeting is part of TxDOT’s Planning 
and Environmental Linkages process. As 
outlined under 23 Code of Federal 
Regulations 450 and the National 
Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the 
input gathered today may be 
incorporated into future environmental 
reviews. We invite you to sign in, watch 
our presentation video, review exhibits, 
and talk with our team. Your input is 
essential to shaping this project.
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Language Accommodations (Adaptaciones de idioma)

The public meeting will be 

conducted in English, with 

Spanish-language speakers 

available.

La reunión pública se llevará a 

cabo en inglés, con hablantes de 

español disponibles.

Para un traductor de Español:

Si habla español y necesita ayuda o un traductor,

SOLICITE un miembro del equipo que hable 

español en la mesa de registro.

VISITE TxDOT.gov y busque las palabras clave 

“FM 707 (Beltway South)” para dejar 

comentarios.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

We want this meeting to engage 
a wide-ranging audience. If you 
need assistance in Spanish, 
please stop by the sign-in table 
to speak with a Spanish-
speaking team member. Visit 
TxDOT.gov and search for the 
keywords “FM 707 (Beltway 
South)” to leave comments.
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STATION
Project 

Overview

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Let’s begin at Station 1, where we 
walk through the overall Project 
Overview. This station outlines the 
purpose of the FM 707 
improvements, key design features, 
and what’s driving the need for this 
project. We’ll also touch on the 
project schedule, funding, and how 
TxDOT is addressing environmental 
considerations under NEPA.
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Project Overview

 TxDOT is proposing improvements to FM 707 

(Beltway South) from US 83 to FM 1750 in the 

city of Abilene and Taylor County.  

 FM 707 aims to enhance safety and mobility 

along the corridor for all modes of traffic, 

including vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle.  

 The proposed project would widen the existing 

two-lane, undivided roadway to a five-lane 

section with a continuous center two-way-left-

turn lane and a proposed sidewalk on the north 

side.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Let’s begin with a high-level 
overview of the proposed project. 
TxDOT is proposing to widen FM 
707 (Beltway South) from a two-
lane undivided roadway to a five-
lane road with a continuous center 
turn lane and a new sidewalk on the 
north side. This is being done to 
improve mobility, safety, and access 
for vehicles, pedestrians, and 
cyclists.
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Project Schedule

Project Schedule
Funded for Construction starting in 2034

Project Funding
$10,800,000

Ongoing Public Involvement

Winter 2026

• Complete Preliminary Design

Spring 2026

• Environmental Decision

Summer 2026

• Acquire Right of Way / Adjust 

Utilities

Winter 2034

• Begin Construction

* Project schedule and dates are preliminary and subject to change.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

The FM 707 project is currently 
funded for construction beginning 
in 2034, with a total construction 
budget of $10.8 million. We are still 
in the early phases, and public 
involvement is ongoing. Please keep 
in mind that schedules are subject 
to change depending on 
environmental clearance and 
funding availability.
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

These are 

some of the 

social, 

economic, and 

environmental 

resources 

being studied:
Water 

Resources

Traffic 

Noise

Farmlands Social and 

Community 

Resources

Environmental constraints are key areas that we need to assess and 

avoid, if possible, when building roadway improvements.

TxDOT would avoid or minimize and mitigate impacts to the greatest extent feasible.

Please see the environmental constraints map exhibit.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), we are analyzing 
potential impacts to social, economic, 
and environmental resources, including 
water resources, farmlands, noise levels, 
and community features. TxDOT’s goal is 
always to avoid or minimize these 
impacts when possible and mitigate 
them if necessary. You can view the 
environmental constraints on one of the 
exhibit maps here tonight.
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TxDOT’s Project Development Process

Planning/

Feasibility Study

1+ Years

 Purpose and need

 Environmental setting

 Route options 

development, evaluation 

and screening

 Identification of route 

option(s) to be 

advanced

 Stakeholder/ public 

involvement throughout

Environmental

Study

1 to 3 Years

 Build and no-build 

alternatives analysis

 Schematic development

 Environmental effects

 Public input throughout

 Environmental decision

Right-of-Way Acquisition,

Utility Relocations,

and Final Design

1 to 3 Years

 Offers and negotiations 

with property owners

 Right-of-way acquisition

 Utility relocations

 Detailed design

 Plans, specifications, 

and estimates

 Bid ready

Construction

2+ Years

 Contract award

 Construct facility

 Open to operations

Timelines are estimates. The timeframe to complete all phases of work is an estimate and spans approximately 8-12 years, 

depending on funding availability.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

TxDOT uses a four-phase process: 
planning and feasibility, 
environmental study, right-of-way 
acquisition and utility relocation, 
and finally construction. This 
process takes several years to 
ensure public input, technical 
review, and regulatory compliance. 
Your comments tonight will help 
guide decisions early in this process.
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STATION
Proposed 

Project

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Now moving on to Station 2, 
where we dive deeper into the 
Proposed Project Design. Here, 
you’ll see visuals of what the 
improved FM 707 corridor 
would look like, including the 
expanded roadway cross-
section, pedestrian features, and 
design goals focused on safety 
and mobility for all users.
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Typical Section 

 The proposed project would widen the 

existing two-lane, undivided roadway to a 

five-lane section with a continuous center 

two-way-left-turn lane and a proposed 

sidewalk on the north side.

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Here you see a visual of what 
the proposed cross-section 
would look like. The current 
two-lane road would become a 
five-lane section, including a 
center turn lane and a sidewalk 
for pedestrian access on the 
north side. This upgrade 
supports safety and efficiency 
for all users.
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FM 707 Project Public Meeting

FM 1750

This slide provides 
context for FM 1750 as it 
exists today. The images 
help illustrate how the 
proposed improvements 
will fit into the 
community setting. 

11



FM 707

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

This slide provides context for the 
FM 707 Spur as it exists today. The 
images illustrate how the proposed 
improvements will fit into the 
community setting. It also depicts 
three design options currently 
under consideration: 1) the existing 
Y-intersection, 2) a T-intersection, 
and 3) a roundabout. We are 
seeking public feedback on these 
options.
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Project Goals

TxDOT is working to identify a long-term solution 

that will:

Improve 

Safety

Improve 

Mobility

Include 

Public and 

Stakeholder 

Involvement

Enhance 

Roadway 

Design

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Offer Bicycle and 

Pedestrian 

Accommodations

Our goals for FM 707 are to 
improve safety, enhance 
mobility, and provide better 
accommodations for all users, 
drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
We're also committed to 
stakeholder engagement and 
designing a roadway that meets 
the long-term needs of the 
Abilene community.
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STATION
Project 

Timeline

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

Finally, we arrive at Station 3, 
which outlines the Project 
Timeline and next steps. This is 
also where you can learn how to 
provide your input. Public 
feedback is a vital part of this 
process, so we encourage you to 
comment online, by email, by 
mail, or in person before August 
13. We’re here to listen. 
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Project Development

Anticipated Project Timeline

This timeline is approximate and subject to change
Advancement to right-of-way acquisition, utility adjustments, 

final design, and construction is contingent upon the results of 

the environmental process and funding availability.

TxDOT.gov | Keyword(s): “FM 707 (Beltway South)”

Connect with TxDOT Online
• Learn more

• Sign up for update

• Send input
Scan Me

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

April 
2025

May 
2025

June 
2025

July 
2025

November 
2025

We are here!

February 
2026

March 
2026

BEGIN 
SCHEMATIC 

CONCEPT

BEGIN 
ENVIRON-
MENTAL 
STUDIES

DRAFT 
ALTER-

NATIVES

DRAFT 
SCHEMATIC 

DESIGN

PUBLIC 
MEETING

OPPORT-
UNITY FOR 

PUBLIC 
HEARING

FINAL 
SCHEMATIC 

DESIGN

REQUEST 
FOR 

ENVIRON-
MENTAL 

CLEARANCE

January 
2025

This slide shows where we are in 
the process and the anticipated 
timeline for major milestones. We 
are currently in the environmental 
and schematic design phase, with a 
goal to request environmental 
clearance in early 2026. Please note 
that advancement to construction 
depends on environmental findings 
and funding availability.
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How to comment

Comment Form
Submit a comment form online or 
in-person. You can access the online 
comment form by scanning the QR 
code or visit www.txdot.gov and 
keyword search “FM 707 (Beltway 
South)”

E-mail
Submit a comment to: 

michelle.luedke@txdot.gov

Mail
Submit a comment by mail to:

TxDOT Abilene District Office

Attn: FM 707

4250 N Clack

Abilene, Texas 79601

Voicemail
Call 325-676-6817 and leave a 

voicemail with your comments.

Please submit or 

postmark 

comments by:

Wednesday

August 13, 2025

VISIT www.TxDOT.gov and keyword search “FM 707 (Beltway South)” for more 

information and to submit a comment

SCAN the QR code to the left to access the online comment form!

FM 707 Project Public Meeting

We welcome your feedback in any 
format that works for you. You can 
submit a written comment tonight in 
person, online through the QR code, by 
email, voicemail, or traditional mail. All 
comments must be submitted or 
postmarked by Wednesday, August 13, 
2025, to be included in the public 
record. Visit TxDOT.gov and search ‘FM 
707 (Beltway South)’ to stay informed or 
submit your comments.
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