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Like most places in this great state, the land itself tells a
story of Texas - we preserve and celebrate its true
character, highlight its qualities, and suggest a few ways

it has served, challenged and inspired the Texans that
| have passed through and shared a moment of history.

Inspirations for this design include:

* geologic history of this region of Texas

» forces of erosion and the story how they sculpt the
land

* native plant material and natural ecosystems across
the changing topography of the site

* qualities of the land that help tell the story of the early

Texas frontier and settlements

dynamic interplay between modern infrastructure and

native and natural systems

* human resilience and innovation in the face of

challenges
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Like most places in this great state, the land itself tells a story of Texas - we preserve and
celebrate its true character, highlight its qualities, and suggest a few ways it has served,
challenged and inspired the Texans that have passed through and shared a moment of
history.

Inspirations for this design include:

The geologic history of this region of Texas

forces of erosion and the story of how they sculpted the landscape

native plant material and natural ecosystems across the changing topography of the site
qualities of the land that help tell the story of the early Texas frontier and settlements
dynamic interplay between modern infrastructure and native and natural systems
human resilience and innovation in the face of challenges
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Beautiful, native plant material dots the landscape of both sites. Every aspect of the
design is conceived to save as much of the native plant material and natural ecology as
possible so that the story of the land itself can dominate the visitor’s experience.

The sweeping Interstate bends with the topography revealing dramatic views in every
direction and distant vistas to the north and west.

The design is configured to create an expansive green infield at the center of the two rest
areas, linking the sites and providing a green foreground that frames the vantage for all
passers-by to the bookend buildings that alternately rise toward the hill to the east and
descend toward the valley to the west.

The visitor buildings are identical structures with identical orientations. They each are
anchored like rock formations to the land. But like the land they embrace, they present
very different experiences - one with grand vistas to a distant horizon, one with an
intimate connection to an eroded micro-canyon creek bed.
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A forty-foot rise between the two buildings create a marked counterpoint to the flatlands
that typify the highway context for miles in both directions.

The vast quantities of new paving required on both sides of the Interstate to serve the
comfort and safety of truck drivers are pushed back to the north and south extremities of
the properties - preserving nature, native habitats, and the natural character of the land
at the heart of the site for the benefit of both those who stop and those who don't.
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Entry

As visitors approach the building a dynamic, organic geometry is revealed creating
interest and invitation.

From the south, the transparent exhibit with broadly sloping roof planes offers a dynamic
composition.
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Visitors will approach the entry along the south side of the building via gentle incline on
the eastbound site and decline on the westbound site. A transparent exhibit lobby marks
the entry and invites travelers to explore.

The picnic arbors are architectural sculptures of brick and concrete that celebrate the
forces of wind, water and time that carve the earth into forms that offer shelter and
remind us of the beauty and power of nature. Four picnic arbors for each rest area are
located on nature trails within native plant areas but also closely adjacent to both
passenger vehicle and truck parking.

Nature paths invite weary travelers a chance to stretch their legs and view up-close the
beauty of native plants that could scarcely be imagined as highway speeds.
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Brick colors reflect the natural pigments of the soil. Brick coursing is laid to gentle slopes
following or countering the natural topography to imply geologic stratification. Building
masses and forms further reinforce the metaphor of architecture as integral to the earth.
Other materials of concrete, weathered steel and a natural stone base reveal a strong
horizontality, echoing a horizon that undulates with the view of distant hills.
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