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Each Safety Rest Area has interpretive exhibit
displays to engage visitors with unique local
characteristics. These are some example photos.

T

The next slides illustrate a few of the many unique
characteristics of Nolan County & its surrounding
area to engage and to encourage visitors to go out
and explore.
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Each Safety Rest Area has interpretive exhibit displays to engage visitors with
unique local features. These are some example photos.

The next slides illustrate possible unique local features of Nolan County area
to engage and to encourage visitors to go out and explore.
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The most visible feature is an approximate 500-foot-tall ridge
stretched along the south side of 1-20. It is called Callahan Divide
Ridge.

An eco-region Texas map (to the right) shows the Edwards Plateau Blackland Praitie

eco-region (in light blue color), and a large, detached chunk of this ;‘:j:r“"“’:’;u

elevated region landed in Nolan County, occupied most of the south Gulf P
and southeast area of the county. High?

Piney Woods
Post Oak Savanah

1-20 in Nolan county runs just north of this detached & elevated chunk; Rolling Plains

and the Callahan Divide Ridge is the visible northern rim of this chunk. — :?::'S‘:::”“'““
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The most visible feature in Nolan County is an approximate 500-feet-tall
ridge stretched along the south side of I-20. It is called Callahan Divide
Ridge.

An eco-region Texas map (to the right) shows the Edwards Plateau eco-region
(in cyan color), and a large, detached chunk of this elevated region landed in
Nolan County, occupied most of the south and southeast area of the county.

I-20 in Nolan county runs just north of this detached & elevated chunk; and
Callahan Divide Ridge is the visible northern rim of this chunk.
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CRETACEOUS TIME (60-150M YEARS AGO)

How did Callahan Divide Ridge become what it is today? N/
Roscoe g,

During Cretaceous time (60 - 150M years ago), Texas was under a shallow sea called the
Western Interior Seaway (map above). Seawater eventually receded & most of Texas especially ’
north central & west Texas was covered in a thick layer of limestone. A 5’4

The Brazos River system (map on right) then eroded most of the limestone layer north of I-20; '\\ \ “"ﬂy / @‘\W? L]j Goldthwatte /
& the Colorado River system separated the Callahan Divide limestone formation from the Y / ‘ L S Mtwmhuﬂiuu k l/
==l N T ~<fo Killeer

Edwards Plateau formation. Callahan Divide Ridge is a remarkable story of immense limestone - rady YO asas :
deposits & power of water erosion.
Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021
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How did Callahan Divide Ridge become what it is today?

During Cretaceous time (60 - 150M years ago), Texas was under a shallow
sea called the Western Interior Seaway (map above). Seawater eventually
receded & most of Texas especially north central & west Texas was covered

in a thick layer of limestone.

The Brazos River system (map on right) then eroded most of the limestone
layer north of I-20; & the Colorado River system separated the Callahan
Divide limestone formation from the Edwards Plateau formation. Callahan
Divide Ridge is a remarkable story of immense limestone deposits & power

of water erosion.
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Beside limestone, Nolan County and surrounding areas seem also laden with other sedimentary deposits.

Examples include several Gypsum Plants located just outside Sweetwater, the Red Earth observed at the proposed building site, the
dense Lueders Limestone known for its structural strength, and the famously red Thurber Bricks that once paved the historic Bankhead
Highway and Congress Avenue in Austin.

These deposits are remnants of an eroded and evaporated landscape that goes back to an even earlier time.
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Beside limestone, Nolan County and surrounding areas seem also laden with
other sedimentary deposits.

Examples include several Gypsum Plants located just outside Sweetwater,
the Red Earth observed at the proposed building site, the dense Lueders
Limestone known for its structural strength, and the famously red Thurber
Bricks that once paved the historic Bankhead Highway and Congress Avenue
in Austin.

These deposits are remnants of an eroded and evaporated landscape that
goes back to an even earlier time.
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About 350M years ago, South America and Africa
collided with North America (see left pane) and NOLAN CO. SRA SITES
created the Ouachita Mountains in Texas (see right —~ Lo OUECHITA

) /MOUNTAINS
pane). ™ (NOW BURIED)

The collision caused the earth crust to lift up on one r\gg
side, and to sag down on the other side where Nolan i

3 33

County is presently located. W
This sagged area was filled with minerals, mud, sand,

etc. eroded down the Ouachita mountains. It was also  gawg e —\

-
filled with shallow seawater. ERODED DOWN ﬁ
THE MOUNTAINS
The shallow water evaporated and eventually H
receded, transformed minerals into gypsum, mud into
. . . FILLED WITH
red earth and clay, and sea organisms into limestone, SHALLOW
& 0|| SEAWATER
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Once again, effects of erosions and sedimentary
deposits seemed to define Nolan County & its
surrounding areas!

Filling of the Permian Basin with sediments.
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About 350M years ago, South America and Africa collided with North
America (see left pane) and created the Ouachita Mountains in Texas (see
right pane). The collision caused the earth crust to lift up on one side, and to
sag down on the other side where Nolan County is presently located. This
sagged area was filled with minerals, mud, sand, etc. eroded down the
Ouachita mountains. It was also filled with shallow seawater. The shallow
water evaporated and eventually receded, transformed minerals into
gypsum, mud into red earth and clay, and sea organisms into limestone, &
oil. Once again, effects of erosions and sedimentary deposits seemed to
define Nolan County & its surrounding areas!
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Wind generators dotted Nolan County. Indeed, they contribute ~ 30% U.S. total wind energy in 2020.

Residents resourcefully took advantage of the land’s natural wind resource to diversify their revenue
sources which include wind, oil and gas, ranching and farming.

Texas State Technical College located in Sweetwater is known for its Wind Energy Technical Center.
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Wind generators dotted Nolan County. Indeed, they contribute ~ 30% U.S.
total wind energy in 2020.

Residents resourcefully took advantage of the land’s natural wind resource
to diversify their revenue sources which include wind, oil and gas, ranching
and farming.

Texas State Technical College located in Sweetwater is known for its Wind
Energy Technical Center.
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Sweetwater’s Rattlesnake Roundup is a remarkable story of how a small town turned snake problems into something positive.

It demonstrates what happens when a community pulls together and faces reality rather than becomes immobilized by adversity.

Nolan County is synchronous with the World’s Largest Rattlesnake Round-up in Sweetwater, held annually in March since 1958, infusing
over $8M into the local economy.
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Sweetwater’s Rattlesnake Roundup is a remarkable story of how a small
town turned snake problems into something positive. It demonstrates what

happens when a community pulls together and faces reality rather than
becomes immobilized by adversity.
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We have just touched a few unique and inspiring stories & places of Nolan County & its people. There aré many more to explore such as the area’s favorable weathe'r, lakes, Broadway
Avenue, Avenger Field/WASP WWII Museum, Pioneer Museum, Mustang Bowl, etc.
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We have just touched a few unigue and inspiring stories & places of Nolan
County & its people. There are many more to explore such as the area’s

favorable weather, lakes, Broadway Avenue, Avenger Field/WASP WWII
Museum, Pioneer Museum, Mustang Bowl, etc.
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Nolan County is an intriguing land with inspiring stories of its people and places. We intend that the interpretive exhibit
displays which re-tell these stories and places, will serve as virtual gateways to inspire travelers to visit and explore local area.
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Nolan County is an intriguing land with inspiring stories of its people and
places. We intend that the interpretive exhibit displays which re-tell these

stories and places, will serve as virtual gateways to inspire travelers to visit
and explore local area.
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