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What We Heard: Stakeholder Working Group Meeting #3

Project Location: Hays County, RM 1826

CSJ: 1754-02-031

Project Limits: RM 1826 Feasibility Study (Hays/Travis County Line to RM 150)
Location: Friendship Creekside Fellowship Church, 14455 RM 1826, Austin, TX 78737
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024

Time: 6 to 8 p.m.

Meeting Summary

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the RM 1826 Feasibility Study team hosted its third Stakeholder
Working Group Meeting on Tuesday, May 7, 2024, at Friendship Creekside Fellowship Church from 6 to 8 p.m. The
purpose of this meeting was to present the alternative screening process and results, and to gather initial feedback
and input from the stakeholder working group members regarding the top three typical section concepts which include
four-lane sections with different median treatments. The study team also shared details of the analysis including the
qualitative and quantitative screening criteria. Additionally, the study team announced the details of the public
meeting set to be held on Tuesday, June 25, 2024.

The meeting facilitator, Sarah Hay (Rifeline), welcomed the attendees and invited study team members and TxDOT
staff to introduce themselves and their role for the RM 1826 Feasibility Study. After introductions and a brief safety
moment, William Knowles (CDM Smith) and Sarah Hay (Rifeline) gave a presentation that started with the study’s

overview, timeline, study objectives, and a summary of the public involvement activities and community feedback

collected thus far.

Further in the presentation, William Knowles (CDM Smith) shared information on the existing typical sections, existing
and projected traffic volumes, alternatives screening process including the qualitative and quantitative screening
criteria, and finally, the results of the screening process. This included the seven typical section concepts identified
from the qualitative screening and the top three typical sections from the quantitative screening. The presentation
also included visuals displaying the study team’s analysis of key intersections along the corridor, signals, potential
roundabouts and turn lanes. The announcement of the public meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 25, 2024, at Real
Life Church (13701 RM 1826 Austin, TX 78737) from 5 to 7 p.m. concluded the presentation. The study team also
shared the new email address for the study, AUS RM1826CountylLine@txdot.gov.

The final portion of the meeting was dedicated to working group members reviewing the environmental constraints
maps and leaving written feedback by posting sticky notes along the maps. The meeting concluded with the facilitator
thanking the working group members for their time, and the study team shared the RM 1826 Feasibility Study contact
information including the updated email address, phone number and TxDOT study webpage link. The study team
confirmed that a follow-up email with a copy of the presentation slides would be sent out to attendees. Notes were
recorded throughout the entirety of the meeting and were collected alongside the sticky notes left on the
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environmental constraints maps and official TXDOT Comment Forms. There was a total of 22 stakeholders in
attendance.

Key Takeaways & Feedback
Data Collection Sources & Traffic Patterns

Study team members presented slides showing the traffic data along the study corridor. Working group members
inquired about the frequency of the data collection and reporting, as well as sources of this data. Working group
members shared their experiences about the flow east to west, specifically mentioning Nutty Brown Road as a
congested intersection. The study team explained how frequently the data is updated and described the rigorous
vetting process TxDOT performs to ensure the data accuracy. Community members noted that a proposed typical
section west of Nutty Brown Road. could have a smaller footprint, while the section east of Nutty Brown Road, which
experiences higher traffic volumes, might require a larger footprint. Ultimately, community members are seeking a
balance between traffic demand, safety, mobility, and preserving the Driftwood and Hill Country aesthetics.

Typical Section Features: Shared Use Paths (SUPs)

The study team shared the top three typical section concepts with the working group members, which include four-
lane sections with different median treatments. Each of the concepts included Shared Use Paths (SUPs) on both sides
of the road. Working group members had questions on whether these SUPs were required. The study team shared
that incorporating active transportation infrastructure was required to receive federal funding. During the discussion,
working group members asked if it is an option having sidewalks on one side of the road and a SUP in other side to
reduce the required footprint.

Continuous Left Turns Lanes & Roundabouts

Working group members also emphasized the need for the study team to consider the kinds of vehicles that travel
along the corridor such as semi-trucks, dirt-hauling trucks, horse trailers, and other large construction vehicles that
travel to and from SH-45 and US 290. A common theme seen throughout the study is the lack of safe shoulders and
turn lanes in and out of residential neighborhoods and businesses along the study corridor. Working group members
expressed their desire for the study team to consider roundabouts at key intersections including Darden Hill Rd. and
FM 967 to allow these larger vehicles to have multiple opportunities to make U-turns. Community members are also
concerned that medians would prevent emergency vehicles from accessing neighborhoods and businesses.

Feasibility Study Prioritization

Working group members expressed a desire to prioritize the proposed improvements that may result from this
feasibility study over projects in other areas. The study team noted this feedback and discussed with working group
members the various avenues community members could take to advocate for the prioritization of projects on the
Hays County side of RM 1826.
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