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Relief Route Options Recommended for Further Study 

• Project Limits
- North: US 290 to city of Blanco 
- South: City of Blanco to FM 306

• Project Intent
- Enhance Safety
- Improve connectivity and mobility

• Project History
- Public Meeting Sept. 29, 2022
- Limited progress due to US 281 Blanco 

Relief Route Study
- Currently in Environmental Phase 

▪ Rural Historic Landscape Stakeholder 
Meeting (April 2024)

- Public Involvement may resume in 
2025/2026

US 281 Blanco County Project

No changes to the existing right of way will occur through downtown Blanco 
as part of this project. 
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What is the problem on US 281 from US 290 to FM 306?

•Blanco County has seen a 146% growth from 1980 to  2020 with 10% growth  
anticipated  between 2020 and 2050, bringing more traffic to already congested 
and dangerous roadways.

Growth in Blanco County

•Between 2017 and 2021, the US 281 Corridor has seen a 62% increase in 
crashes, with 286 total crashes, including 24 serious or fatal crashes.

•13% of crashes were truck related.

•27% of crashes were at intersections.

Safety – Total Crashes

•In 2020 more than 12,000 vehicles per day traveled US 281 in Blanco County 
south of RM 473 (east). The forecast estimates traffic volumes will increase to 
approximately 26,000 vehicles per day by the year 2042, a 105% increase over 
20 years. 

Traffic - Congestion Projections

Note: This information was presented at the Public Meeting in 2022. 
Additional information from that meeting can be found here: 
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Project Need – Traffic Projections

-TxDOT Transportation Planning and Programming Division has concurred with the traffic growth projections. 

-2000-2020 AADT traffic volumes from TxDOT Count Map.

-Traffic volumes based on linear straight-line growth of 5.7% from 2021-2040 & 2.85% from 2041-beyond.

Actual Projected

105% increase by 2042


	Slide 1: Relief Route Options Recommended for Further Study 
	Slide 2: What is the problem on US 281 from US 290 to FM 306?
	Slide 3

