
US 281 BLANCO COUNTY PROJECT
From US 290 to FM 306

CSJs: 0253-01-059, 0253-02-032
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“US 281 Blanco County”

Questions or Comments

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by 
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

TxDOT  is  developing  preliminary  plans  to  improve 
19 miles of US 281 from US 290 to FM 306 in 
Blanco County,  Texas,  including  the  US  281/US  290 
interchange. The US 281 Blanco Relief Route study is 
not included in the US 281 Blanco County project.

Project Details

The environmental process is anticipated to take 18-24 months and will be completed in 2025. 
Advancement to the next phase is contingent on the outcome of the previous phase and funding 
availability.

Project Timeline

The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance 
safety  and  improve  connectivity  and  mobility  by 
providing additional roadway capacity to meet current 
and future traffic demands due to population growth 
and increased traffic volumes.

• Blanco County has seen a 146% growth from 1980 
to  2020  with  10%  growth  anticipated  between 
2020 and 2050, bringing more traffic to already 
congested and dangerous roadways.

• Between 2017 and 2021, the US 281 Corridor has 
seen a 62% increase in crashes, with 286 total 
crashes, including 24 serious of fatal crashes.

Purpose and Need
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Note: This study excludes any improvements to the existing 
four-lane segment of US 281 through the city of Blanco and 
excludes the US 281 Blanco Relief Route Study.

13 % of 
crashes were 
truck related

27% of 
crashes were 

at intersections

• In 2020, more than 12,000 vehicles per day 
traveled US 281 in Blanco County south of RM 473 
(east). The forecast estimates traffic volumes will 
increase to approximately 26,000 vehicles per day 
by the year 2042, a 105% increase over 20 years.

Traffic Projections
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105% increase by 2042

A
ve

ra
g

e
 A

n
n

u
a
l 

D
a
il

y 
T
ra

ff
ic

(A
A

D
T
)


