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Connecting you with Texas.

I Texas Department of Transportation

Welcome

US 96

From Recreational Road (RE) 255 to Loop 149
Jasper and Sabine Counties, Texas
Project Identifiers (CSJs: 0064-06-057, 0064-07-044, 0064-08-062)

PUBLIC HEARING

Thursday, April 23, 2026
Brookeland High School
187 Wildcat Walk, Brookeland, Texas 75931

o Please sign in

e View exhibits

e Ask questions and
provide comments

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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P rOJ eCt Locatlo n SEFT‘;SRE?'EE;.:IH ﬁ'ﬁé‘ Sabine National Forest
j —/
Road: US 96 Sw'%‘?i\
JasP© @
Limits: From Recreational Road (RE) 255
Length: Approximately 7 miles
- - . Sam Rayburn — 1007
Location: Jasper and Sabine counties
96
BEGIN PROJECT ®
— i
1 River/Lake
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Previous Public Outreach

* MetroQuest Online Engagement Survey =" proroscb s se proiEeT _ TDOT NEEDS YOUR INPUT

.anlrmunt
of Transportation

The TxDOT Beaumont Distric - encourages the public to take a brief
survey about proposed improvements to US 96 _rn .laspar and | S 5"""’hma

- Conducted October - December 2020 Countes, The survey s avalal roueh

- Respondents were asked to rank project msg;ﬁ”%mfu%;;“;?““héﬂ;‘;‘mﬁ,?‘ih i
priorities, rate alternatives, and add
comments and/or markers to
Interactive map

T}:DDT US 96

4 n.Jasper Cousty o Loop WS m Sabre Counly

About Proposed US 96
Improvements:

Provide your inpul a hﬂﬂlﬁlﬂ tial improvements lo US 96
Thank you for taking the time to proy u:leyuur nput and ideas shout the proposed
lrrqr-:rmntshlJSEﬁfmmF!EI&ﬁ asper County io !.-:H:||'.11'E|l'|5 abins County. The

project is inlended to improve & crlical h L.r ricane evacualion routa, imprave salety by
accam rrm-:ltrgprnja-:tadlrﬂﬂ' and freight growth, and improve mssb::a‘-dl'rmnﬂmpm‘ls
in Baaumont, Post Arthur and Omange.

WELCOME | -
ACTIVE MAP =

Location: US 96 from Recreational
Road (RE) 255 to Loop 149 in Jasper
and Sabine Counties, Texas

RATE ALTERNATIVES |

INTER,

Purpose: Improve a critical hurricane
evacuation route, improve safety by
accommodating projected traffic and

- 555 people responded and 981 markers | TR o ot e e
were placed on the interactive map

eimilar roadway configuration at the mtersection of the southem project

ime, RE 255 i Jasper Caunty. ’ Port Arthur and Orange.

Comments must be submitted on or before Friday, Dec. 11, 2020, to be part of the survey
findings. Mail additional comments to: TxDOT Beaumont District, Attn: TxDOT Project
Manager, 8350 Eastex Fwy, Beaumont, TX 77708, or email to bmtprojects@txdot.gov.

- M aJ O rl ty Of CO m m e n ts refe re n Ce d S a fety For more information about this project, visit www.txdot.gov, and search “US 96.”

You can also contact the Beaumont District at (409) 898-5732, or email us at

issues, traffic issues, and hurricane N

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.5.C. 327 and a Memorandum of

eva Cuatl On C On C erns With a Sma” er numb er Understanding dated December 9, 2019 and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
of comments placed in the “environmental
issue” and “other” categories

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026



=t

, Connecting you with Texas.
I Texas Department of Transportation

What is the Purpose of the Public Hearing?

Public comment and %
review of Draft ® ®
Environmental ...

Assessment i

Project status and
preferred alternative

Present project
design and
environmental
analysis

Develop record of
public participation

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Public Outreach and Notifications

e )»»1@»»}_

02222, 9977]

March 24, 2026 March 24, 2026 April 3, 2026 April 7, 2026 April 8-9, 2026
www.TxDOT.gov Elected Official Public Notices Postcards Local Publications
Public Hearing Letters Adjacent property  Approximately 7,600 Jasper Newsboy
Notice owners and area addresses and Sabine County

stakeholders Reporter

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Project Purpose and Need

PURPOSE

NEED

« Reduce congestion by widening the
roadway.

« Accommodate future traffic and freight
growth along this key corridor.

« Improve safety with a wider median,
improved sight distance, and enhanced
pedestrian features.

 Improve safety by addressing
operational and geometric challenges.

« Improve regional access to and from
Texas ports (Beaumont, Port Arthur,
Orange) for passenger and freight travel.

 Enhance regional north—-south mobility
In East Texas.

« Support hurricane evacuations with a
northbound emergency shoulder lane.

 Enhance north—-south mobility and
capacity during hurricane evacuations.

A)A

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Alternative Alternative Alternative

Alternative Analysis

Data collected

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149

Alternative* A (East)

B (West)

C (Both)

Q) :
£ Est. Proposed Right of 65 78 21.00 61 60
20 19'20 20 o — Way Needed
() I
Cw
O C T . 6 (Gas) 6 (Gas) 6 (Gas)
u‘-: 8 Pipeline Crossings 4 (Water) 4 (Water) 4 (Water)
Table Key: .
Potential Displacements 8 10 8
ajd
: c
'I:Ighe_St R?jn;(/ LeaStC S‘E’ Estimated Parcels Impacted 100 100 100
nticipated Impact / Cost -
- = Driveways Impacted 45 43 45
Mld_dl_e Rank / Moderate >
Anticipated Impact / Cost ": Parking Areas Impacted 5 5 6
Lowest Rank / Most g -
Anticipated Impact/ Cost = Communication Towers Impacted 1 0 0
-
Potential HazMat Sites 0 3 1
. Zone X (56.3) Zone X (58.1) Zone X (56.3)
E Floodplain Impacts Zone A (5.1) Zone A (4.7) Zone A (5.1)
S
g Waters of the US/Wetlands Similar Similar Similar
*Note: The No Build 'S
Alternative does not meet the C Stream Crossings 3 [220] 3 [220] 3 [220]
Need and Purpose of the =
project but was carried = Known Historic Sites 0 0 0
forward as a baseline T
comparison for the Build = Known Critical Habitat 0 0 0
Alternatives.
Public Preference (to date) Middle Lowest Highest

April 23, 2026
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Proposed Project Description

2+ additional lanes
(two lanes each direction)

Grassy Median

Separate traffic with
a grassy median

< >

32'-77" wide

?‘ Sidewalk and pedestrian
O O facilities where necessary

A

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Connecting you with Texas.

Existing Typical Section

US 96 Existing Typical Section|

120 ft EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY

‘

< >
p 38 ft 10 ft 12 ft 12 ft 10 ft 38 ft ,
= S
U) U)

NOT TO SCALE

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149
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=t

Connecting you with Texas.

I Texas Department of Transportation

Proposed Typical Section
US 96 Proposed Typical Section

=1
FCL)_
El 120 ft EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY %
O 1= x
g |§ E
L - 4 O
§ I 1(3_ft e 12:FE i 2%k ><4Lftm 52 ft minimum i,z, ><4Lft>< 121k s 12 ft - 1%_ft 4P 48 ft =
O ) ) X Q ] O
& o O @) o o o
= = = 1= = f—\ = 0O
O @) @) 1 @) & Y @) L
= = C 0 Lo ~ - | = 0
= g v ' e BE o ] =
2 p - . Sl 1o
C NOT TO SCALE
Southbound Northbound

US 96 Proposed Typical Section with Turning Lanes

1. 0-450 ft PROPC

w

5

IJ-: . 120 ft EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY o X 5

- I <

() .8 L

L s K O

‘é’ b 38 ft b 10Lft “w 12°f¢ i 12:% e 0-12 ft ><4L_ft>< 52 ft minimum i‘ﬁ’ N4Lftn 0-12 ft s 12 ft w 12°Tt e 12Lft b 36 ft N =

@) d) 0] & & @) O

o '% % 12 % % o

) o —_— g L R E: == o =
Seeme a

5 I~ =

‘ ‘ ’ 1 NOT TO SCALE
Southbound Northbound
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About the Environmental Study

TXDOT prepared an Environmental NEPA Compliance

Assessment (EA) for US 96 in The environmental review, consultation, and other actions

: : : required by applicable federal environmental laws for this
compllance with the National project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT

Fnvironmental P0|icy Act (NEPA)_ pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of
Understanding dated July 17, 2025, and executed by FHWA
and TxDOQOT.

The environmental process included:

- Identification of the purpose of and need for the project

 Engagement with the public

- Analyses of current project area conditions

- Evaluation of three alternatives and the No Build (do nothing) Alternative
- Evaluation of potential impacts to the human and natural environment
 Recommendation of a preferred alternative

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Environmental Studies — Community Impacts

Community Study Area: Potential Displacements: Access and Travel Patterns:
* Adjacent to project area °* Two Residential Structures * Potential minor travel time

»  Community of * Five Commercial Structures increase due to medians

Brookeland + Three Storage Structures * North of FM 1007, median
breaks are spaced less than

one mile apart

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Environmental Studies - Community Cohesion

Improved community Enhanced pedestrian access Improved bicycle access south
cohesion due to increased with the addition of sidewalks of County Road 209/219

north-south mobilit
Y Reduced bicycle access north

of County Road 209/219

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Environmental Studies — Cultural Resources Impacts

Section 106 Compliance: Required
Focus: Evaluation of historic and cultural impacts

Historic Resources Survey: Completed (No adverse effects)
Texas Historical Commission: Coordination finalized

Archeological Surveys: Pending (Awaiting Right of Entry)
Next Steps: Surveys to follow right-of-way acquisition

Final Clearance: Texas Historical Commission & Tribal
coordination required before construction

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026



=t

, Connecting you with Texas.
I Texas Department of Transportation

Environmental Studies — Protected Lands

The project begins south of the Sabine National Forest and would
therefore not impact/use properties protected under:

« Section 4(f) of the US DOT Act

- protects parks, recreation areas and historic sites

« Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act

- prohibits the conversion of property acquired or developed with
land and water conservation funds to a non-recreational purpose

« Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code

- protects the use of public land designated as park, recreation
area, scientific area, wildlife refuge, or historic site

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Environmental Studies — Natural Resources

Water Resource Impacts: Threatened, Endangered, and
Rare Species Impacts:

* Approximately 35 water

resources were identified * Federally Proposed as Endangered

L

- Tricolored Bat
* Additional delineations may be - Texas Heelsplitter Mussel

required when right of way is

_ _ * Federally Proposed as Threatened
acquired or access is granted

- Monarch Butterfly

* Impacts anticipated to be authorized - Louisiana Pigtoe Mussel
under Nationwide Permits (NWP) . State Listed as Threatened
with and without notification and
potentially an Individual Standard
Permit (ISP)

- Western Creek Chubsucker
- Northern Scarlet Snake

* Species of Greatest Conservation Need
- 42 species

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Environmental Studies — Noise Impacts

D=0=3

Traffic noise evaluated Noise-sensitive receptors Traffic noise abatement not
identified and analyzed reasonable or feasible

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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Connecting you with Texas.

nformation on Right-of-Way Acquisition

Right-of-Way Acquisition will be conducted in
accordance with the Federal Uniform Relocation and
Real Property Acquisition Polices Act of 1970

- Proposed Right of Way:
= Approximately 125 acres
- Temporary Construction Licenses:

= Approximately 0.03 acre

Additional resources:
- State Purchase of Right of Way
- Landowner’s Bill of Rights
- Relocation Assistance

- Posted on project web page. Go to
www.txdot.gov and search “landowner rights”

96 from RE 255 to Loop 149

Texas
Department
of Transportation

RELOCATION
ASSISTANCE

Right of Way Division

PURCHASE

RIGHT OF WAY

STATE

OF

of Rights to you

1 You are entitled to receive adequate compensation if your

ly be condemned for a public use
can only be condemned by a governmental
4. The entity that wants to acquire your property must notify

you that it intends t

condemn your property
5. The entity proposing to acquire your property must provide

you with a written appraisal from a certified appraiser

detailing the adequate compensation you are owed for your
property.

6. If you beliew

/]

that a registered easement or right-of-way

agent acting on behalf of the entity that wants to acquire

ty has engaged in misconduct, you may file a
written complaint with the Texas Real Estate Commission
(TREC) under section 1101.205 of the Texas Occupations
Cade. The complaint should be signed and may include any
supperting evidence

7. The condemning entity must make a bona fide offer to

buy the property before it files a 1z

property—meaning the condemning entity must make a

10.Before your property is condemned, you are entitied to :

.If you are unsa

PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS * JANUARY 2022

THE STATE OF TEXAS

LANDOWNER'S BILL OF RIGHTS

This Landowner's Bill of Rights applies to any attempt to condemn your property. The contents of this Bill
of Rights are set out by the Texas Legislature in Texas Government Code section 402.031 and chapter 21 of

the Texas Property Code. Any entity exercising eminent domain authority must provide a copy of this Bill

good faith offer that conforms with chapter 21 of the Texas

. You may hire an appraiser or other professional to
tr

determine the value of your property or to assist you in any
y } ? ?

condemnation proceeding

. You may hire an attorney to negotiate with the condemning

entity and to represent you in any legal proceedings

involving the condemnation

w

[

hearing before a court-appointed panel of three spec

commissioners. The special commissioners must determin

m

the amount of compensation the condemning entity owes
for condemning your property. The commissioners must
also determine what compensation, if any, you are entitled

e for any reduction in value of your remaining

tisfied with the compensation awarded by
> special commissioners, or if you question whether the
the speci OIMMISSIoNE f you question whether the

condemnation of your property was proper, you have the

right to a trial by a judge or jury. You may also appeal the

trial court's judgment if you are unsatisfied with the result

Texas
Department
of Transportation

Right of Way Division

April 23, 2026
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Next Steps and Timeline

2019 2021 WE ARE HERE 2028+
Value Engineering Preferred Alternative Aprll 2026 Final Design, Right-of-Way
Study Conducted Selection PubI|c Hearing Acquisition, and Utility Relocation

OO EICIEY

2019 2020 2022 2026 2031
Preliminary Design and Online Engagement and Design Refinement and Anticipated Ready to Let
Environmental Studies Public Survey Continued Environmental Studies Environmental Decision

Ongoing Public and Stakeholder Input

This timeline iIs approximate and subject to change.
Advancement to final design and construction is contingent upon the results of the environmental process and funding availability.

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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We Want Your Input

Please submit your comments regarding this Comments must be received or postmarked by

public hearing using any of the methods below. Friday, May 8, 2026, to be included in the
official public hearing documentation.

Email Voicemail

\ Comment Form
Leave a written bmtprojects@txdot.gov 409-203-3314
comment at the

in-person hearing

Mail Online Form

TXDOT Beaumont District Visit www.txdot.qov,
ATTN: US 96 search “"US 96 from
8350 Eastex Fwy RE 255 to Loop 149" or
Beaumont, TX 77708 scan the QR code here

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149

April 23, 2026
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Pre-Recorded
Presentation

VView a pre-recorded presentation to

learn about proposed improvements.
No live presentation offered.

US 96 Hearing Page

You may also view this pre-recorded
presentation online at your
convenience. Please share with your
friends, family and colleagues.

www.txdot.gov
keyword search:
“"US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149”

US 96 from RE 255 to Loop 149 April 23, 2026
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