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Regional Parkway - North Padre Island Project
Two reasonable alternatives advance

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) continues to evaluate and refine
potential route alternatives for a proposed new crossing from the Corpus Christi
mainland across the Laguna Madre to North Padre Island.

The updated map below highlights changes to the study area and two reasonable
alternatives under consideration for the project.
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Figure 1: Project location map with study area, updated March 2026

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out

by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
July 17, 2025, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.




PROJECT PROGRESS

* June 2024: TxDOT held an Agency Scoping Meeting with its cooperating and
participating agencies.

» September 2024: Environmental Impact Statement kicked off with a Notice of
Intent published in the Federal Register and the Corpus Christi Caller-Times.

» October 2024: TxDOT held a Virtual Public Scoping Meeting with an in-person
option. Meeting materials, including the Public Scoping Meeting summary report can
be found on the Oct. 3, 2024 meeting page.

» Calendar Year 2025: The study team evaluated the proposed alternatives based on
environmental and engineering constraints along with public and agency input. The
evaluations resulted in reasonable alternatives advancing.

WHAT’'S NEW FOR THE PROJECT

Since hosting a public scoping meeting in October 2024, TxDOT further studied the

project’s proposed alternatives. Based on public input and this analysis, three of the
five preliminary alternatives shown in the map below have been removed while two
others are advancing as reasonable alternatives.
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Figure 2: Detailed study area map, dated Oct. 3, 2024

REMOVED FROM FURTHER CONSIDERATION:

Purple Alternative - This alternative along Yorktown Boulevard was removed from
further consideration due to community input and design challenges. Improvements
along this alternative would have resulted in humerous residential, business and
community displacements. In addition, this alternative would have potentially impacted
a fire station, several churches and parks as well as a power substation. These issues
would have made it difficult to advance this alternative in a way that balanced
transportation needs with community values and constructability.

Blue and Pink Alternatives - These alternatives were removed from further
consideration due to potential impacts to the historic King Ranch and their operations.
The King Ranch is protected under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. Additionally, the Blue and Pink alternatives would impact undeveloped, highly
environmentally sensitive areas of the Laguna Madre and North Padre Island.


https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdot/get-involved/crp/rpnpi/100324-public-meeting-summary.pdf
https://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings/corpus-christi/2024/regional-parkway-north-padre-island.html

WHAT’S NEW FOR THE PROJECT (continued)

ADVANCING FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION:

The Green and Orange alternatives passed the preliminary screening process, were
found to be reasonable, and are being advanced. A reasonable alternative is one that is
technically and economically feasible, meets the purpose and need for the proposed
project, and meets the overall transportation goals.

The project team will continue to evaluate and refine these two alternatives as described in
the alternative analysis process in the "What's Next” section below. A major consideration
will be evaluating potential connections to the island within the updated study area.

While no new alternatives have been added at this time, additional options may be
considered as the study progresses. Any option advancing will continue to be compared
to the No Build or “do nothing” alternative. Although a No Build alternative does not
meet the project’s purpose and need, the No Build alternative may be selected if a build
alternative has unacceptable costs or environmental consequences.

Updates will continue to be shared with the public as well as cooperating and

participating agencies.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Having completed the preliminary screening on the originally proposed alternatives, the
project team is now analyzing the two reasonable alternatives. During this phase of the
process, refinement of the alternatives is ongoing. The details and outcomes from this
effort will be shared with the public and cooperating and participating agencies during

future public involvement opportunities.

What does "refinement" mean?
Refining alternatives means adjusting the
design, alignment or location of the route
alternatives as more detailed engineering,
environmental and community information
becomes available. This process may
include shifting routes, modifying layouts
or adjusting footprints to better meet the
project’s purpose and need while avoiding
or minimizing impacts to communities,
natural resources and the natural and
human environment.

LEARN MORE

The Regional Parkway North Padre Island
project website allows you to take a closer
look at the project’s history and the
environmental study process.

Sign up for updates and learn more at
www.TxDOT.gov/RegionalParkway.
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Figure 3: Alternative Analysis Process



https://www.txdot.gov/RegionalParkway
https://www.txdot.gov/RegionalParkway
http://www.txdot.gov/RegionalParkway
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