
WELCOME
Public Hearing
US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio Improvement Project
From south of Woodsboro to north of Refugio, TX
Refugio County, Texas
CSJs: 0371-03-090, 0371-03-130, 0155-05-047 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws 
for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum 
of Understanding dated July 17, 2025, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Welcome to the Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District pre-
recorded Public Hearing presentation for the US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio 
Improvement Project from south of Woodsboro to north of Refugio in Refugio 
County, Texas. We appreciate your interest in this project and thank you for 
your participation. 

This is a pre-recorded presentation made available online on Wednesday, 
August 20, 2025, beginning at 4:30 p.m. The National Environmental Policy 
Act review and approval process applies to this project. The environmental 
review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by 
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 
July 17, 2025, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Safety Minute

Because safety is a priority at TxDOT, we begin each meeting with a safety 
minute. Today we will highlight TxDOT’s new safety campaign, Drive Like a 
Texan.
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What is the purpose of the Public Hearing?

Review the draft 
Environmental 

Assessment (EA)

Provide
comments

Learn about the 
Project

Public Hearing Purpose

The purpose of this Public Hearing is to allow you the opportunity to learn about 
the project, review the draft environmental assessment and other 
environmental documents, ask questions and provide comments. 

Please note that you can pause the presentation at any time to review a slide in 
greater detail. Your comments are an important part of this process and will be 
considered by the project team, where feasible. You are encouraged to speak to 
your neighbors and refer them to TxDOT so they can also make comments and 
be included in this process. Let’s get started! 
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Project Limits: From south of 
Woodsboro to north of Refugio

Project Length: Approximately 13 miles

Proposed Improvements:

• Upgrade US 77 to interstate standards

• Provide overpasses and entrance/exit 
ramps for connectivity to local roadways

• Improve connection to US 183, 
a hurricane evacuation route

Project Overview

The US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio Project is approximately 13 miles in length, from 
south of Woodsboro to north of Refugio.

The purpose of the project is to improve safety and mobility along the corridor 
as part of the future I-69 system.

The proposed project would be a combination of upgrading a portion of the 
existing highway to interstate standards and constructing a new location 
roadway east of Refugio. To meet interstate standards, proposed improvements 
along the corridor include providing overpasses and entrance/exit ramps for 
connectivity to local roadways. This design standard is referred to as controlled 
access because there are limited points to enter and exit the main lanes of the 
interstate.

The project would also improve the connection to US 183, a hurricane 
evacuation route.
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Benefits of I-69 System

• Enhance safety and mobility

• Support the efficient movement of goods

• Address emergency evacuation needs

• Accommodate population growth and 
support economic development

I-69 System in Texas

The I-69 System, as established by the U.S. Congress, ultimately provides 
additional interstate highway connectivity between Canada and Mexico. 

As an overview, some of the benefits of the I-69 system include improving 
safety and mobility, supporting the efficient movement of people and goods, 
addressing emergency evacuation needs, and accommodating population 
growth and supporting economic development.

To learn more about the I-69 system in Texas, visit txdot.gov, keyword search: 
“I-69 in Texas.”
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• Contract award

• Construct facility

• Open to operations

• Offers and negotiations 
with property owners

• Right-of-way acquisition 
and utility relocations

• Detailed designs plans, 
specifications and 
estimates

• Bid ready

• Build and no-build 
alternatives analysis

• Schematic development

• Environmental effects

• Public input throughout

• Environmental decision

• Purpose and need

• Environmental setting

• Route options 
development, evaluation 
and screening

• Identification of route 
option(s) to be advanced

PLANNING STUDY

1-2 YEARS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDY & SCHEMATIC 

DESIGN

1-3 YEARS

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
ACQUISITION, 

UTILITY 
RELOCATION, & 
FINAL DESIGN

2-3 YEARS

CONSTRUCTION

3-5 YEARS

PUBLIC INPUT

WE’RE HERE

Project Development Process

TxDOT’s typical project development process consists of four phases, each 
involving public input. The duration of each phase is an estimate and is also 
dependent on funding availability and the outcome of the environmental 
process.

For the US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio Project, the planning study was completed in 
the summer of 2018. The project is now in the Environmental Study and 
Schematic Design phase. During this phase, alternatives were analyzed, a 
schematic design was developed, an analysis of environmental effects was 
conducted, and public involvement was encouraged. This effort will ultimately 
lead to an environmental decision.

Once an environmental decision is made, the next project phase would involve 
right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation and final design. This phase typically 
takes an additional 2 to 3 years to complete while offers and negotiations occur 
with property owners. Once this phase is completed, the project can move into 
construction, if construction funding is available. 
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Public Involvement

TxDOT is committed to working closely with the public on this 
project and has offered several opportunities to share project 
updates and gather public input.

• Open House – June 2018

• Open Houses – April 2023

• Open Houses – October 2023

• Public Hearing – August 2025

As noted in the prior slide, public involvement plays a critical role in the project 
development process.

TxDOT is committed to working closely with the public and has offered several 
opportunities to share project updates and gather public input. Open houses 
were held in 2018 and 2023. 

This hearing is the last planned public event for this project.

7



US 77 Woodsboro Refugio Public Hearing 8

Proposed Design Components

• Controlled access with 
entrance/exit ramps

• Maintain US 77 to US 183 
connection as a hurricane 
evacuation route

• Existing US 77 would become 
Business 77 and continue to be a 
state-maintained roadway

Now we will take a look at some of the design components. 

The proposed project includes entrance and exit ramps along the proposed US 
77 corridor, including north and south of Woodsboro, FM 774, US 183, and 
north of Refugio. The general locations of the potential entrance and exit ramps 
are depicted by the exit signs on this map.

US 77, in conjunction with US 183, will continue to serve an important role in 
hurricane evacuation. Hurricane evacuation routes are designated roadways 
used to provide the safest and most timely evacuation of coastal areas.

Existing US 77 would become Business 77 and continue to be a state-
maintained roadway.

For more details on the proposed design of this project, please look at the web 
mapper and/or the design roll plots located under Meeting Materials on this 
webpage.
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Proposed Typical Section

Proposed Design in Woodsboro

• Designated entrance/exit ramps for Woodsboro

• Elevated mainlanes for through-traffic

• Sidewalks along northbound and southbound frontage roads

Existing Typical Section

Now let’s look at a few typical sections of the proposed project. Typical sections 
are used to explain how the roadway looks today compared to how the roadway 
would look after construction of the proposed project. 

On this slide, we will focus on the section in Woodsboro. The top figure depicts 
the current roadway configuration. There are two lanes of traffic in each 
direction with openings in the center median allowing traffic to access major 
cross streets. The figure below shows the proposed typical section. The 
mainlanes would be elevated on a bridge through Woodsboro. This elevated 
section of the highway would meet interstate standards and include 2 lanes 
with inside and outside shoulders in each direction. There would also be 
frontage roads at ground level to access local cross streets and area 
businesses. Sidewalks will also be added along the frontage roads.

9



US 77 Woodsboro Refugio Public Hearing 10

• New location roadway north of 
Woodsboro and east of Refugio

• Elevated through floodplain and 
continues east of Refugio

• Connectivity to Refugio via 
Business 77, FM 774 and US 183

Proposed on Bridge

Proposed with Frontage Roads

Proposed Design Between Woodsboro and Refugio

North of Woodsboro, the new location roadway would be east of Refugio and on 
elevated bridge over the Union-Pacific Railroad and through areas of floodplain. 

The top figure shows two main lanes with outside shoulders and inside 
shoulders, in each direction on an elevated bridge. There are no frontage roads 
in these sections. This section would be primarily through the Mission River 
floodplain.

Other sections of the new location roadway east of Refugio would be at ground 
level and would include frontage roads to provide access and connectivity to the 
town of Refugio. Connectivity, or access to and from Refugio would be entrance 
and exit ramps along the corridor at FM 774 and US 183. The typical section 
depicted in the bottom image shows two main lanes with inside and outside 
shoulders in each direction and frontage roads in each direction.
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• Extend US 183 from existing 
intersection approximately 1 mile 
to future US 77

• Bridge over Union Pacific Railroad

Proposed at Ground Level

Proposed on Bridge

Proposed Design for US 183 Connection 

US 183 would be extended from the current intersection at US 77. The 
extension would be on new location approximately one mile to the east, 
connecting to future US 77. This portion of the project would provide additional 
connection to Refugio and be utilized for hurricane evacuation. 

For this section of the project, there would be 2 lanes in each direction with 
shoulders. As shown in these two typical sections, portions of the roadway 
would be at ground level and other portions would be elevated on bridge. 
Bridge sections would cross over the Union-Pacific Railroad and over areas of 
floodplain. Bridging over the railroad would provide a reliable connection for 
first responders traveling to and from the hospital in Refugio.

For more details on the proposed design of this project, please look at the web 
mapper and/or the design roll plots located under Meeting Materials on this 
webpage.
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These are some of 
the environmental 
resources being 
studied:

The draft Environmental Assessment (EA) is available for public review

Water 
Resources

Social & 
Community 
Resources

Cultural 
Resources

Biological 
Resources

Traffic 
Noise

Environmental constraints are key areas that we need to assess 
and avoid, if possible, when building roadway improvements. 

TxDOT would avoid or minimize impacts to the greatest extent 
feasible.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

A Draft Environmental Assessment, or EA,  has been prepared for the proposed 
project to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act, also referred to as 
NEPA, and is available for review at the in-person hearing and on this website. 
The Draft EA evaluated potential impacts to the natural and human 
environment including, but not limited to, the following resources: 
archaeological, historic, biological, water, hazardous materials and traffic noise.

Environmental constraints are key areas that TxDOT needs to assess and avoid, 
if possible, when building roadway improvements. TxDOT would avoid or 
minimize impacts to the greatest extent feasible.
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Archaeological Resources

Historic Properties

• The initial Archaeological Survey Report completed in February 2025

• Exhibits a high probability for archaeological deposits and will require 
additional survey following right-of-way acquisitions

• Archeological artifacts would be documented and protected or preserved

• There are no historic, non-archeological properties within ¼ mile of the 
project area

• No impacts to historically designated resources are anticipated

Environmental Overview

The following slides summarize the findings of our environmental analysis.

An initial archaeological survey completed in February 2025 identified areas 
with high probability for archaeological deposits and will require additional 
survey following right-of-way acquisitions.  No significant impacts to 
archaeological resources are anticipated.

Additionally, there are no historic properties within a quarter mile of the project 
area, and no impacts to historically designated resources are anticipated.
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Biological Resources

• Biological resources were evaluated, and no significant impacts are 
anticipated to protected species or habitat

Traffic Noise

Environmental Overview

• A traffic noise study was completed according to state and federal guidance

• Traffic noise impacts were identified for this project. However, no abatement 
measures were found to be reasonable and feasible

A traffic noise study was completed to determine if the proposed project would 
result in traffic noise impacts. The Federal Highway Administration sets noise 
criteria for different land use categories. If noise levels are equal to, or exceed 
these criterion, abatement measures such as noise barriers are evaluated to 
reduce impacts. Traffic noise impacts were identified for this project. However, 
no abatement measures were found to be reasonable and feasible. 

Additionally, biological evaluations found no significant impacts to protected 
species or their habitats.
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Water Quality & Water Resources

• Work would take place within areas of FEMA-designated 100-year floodplain 

• Involves construction within potentially jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. 

• Impacts to wetlands would be avoided or minimized

• Coordination with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be completed if required

Hazardous Materials

• Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment (ISA) report was completed in 
April 2025

Environmental Overview

The project also considered water quality and hazardous materials.

Some work would occur within the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) designated 100-year floodplain and within potentially jurisdictional 
Waters of the U.S. The proposed project would cross the Mission River and 
nearby creeks. Impacts to wetlands will be avoided or minimized where 
possible. Coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be completed 
if required.

A hazardous materials site assessment was completed in April 2025. Potential 
hazardous materials will continue to be assessed during the development of 
this project and additional investigations will be completed if needed. 

For additional information on environmental studies completed for this project, 
the draft EA and environmental technical reports are available for review at the 
in-person public hearing and on this public hearing webpage. 
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Final Design, ROW Acquisition and
Utility Relocation

Fall 2025 – 2028

1st Public Open Houses
April 2023

2nd Public Open Houses
October 2023

Planning Study 
Finalized

June 2018

Preliminary 
Schematic Design

2023

Public Hearing and 
Environmental Decision

August 2025

Begin Construction
2029 Woodsboro Section

2031/2032 Refugio Section

WE’RE HERE

Anticipated Project Timeline

Ongoing Public and Stakeholder Input
This timeline is approximate and subject to change.

Advancement to final design and construction is contingent upon the results of the 
environmental process and funding availability.

Now we will review the anticipated timeline for the project.

We are currently conducting a public hearing. Following the public hearing, 
TxDOT will review public comments and finalize the Environmental Assessment.

An environmental decision is anticipated in the fall of 2025. The right-of-way 
acquisition process and utility relocations would begin after environmental 
clearance.

Construction of the Woodsboro section is anticipated to begin in 2029, followed 
by construction of the Refugio section beginning as early as 2031. Project 
advancement is contingent upon the results of the environmental process and 
funding availability.
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• Approximately 595 acres of new 
right of way would be required for 
the proposed project

• Two residential properties and three 
commercial businesses are 
anticipated to be displaced

For more information:
• Visit www.txdot.gov and 

search “landowner’s rights”

Right of Way

The project timeline also includes the right-of-way acquisition process. Based 
on the proposed design improvements, it is anticipated that the project would 
require 595 acres of additional right of way. In addition, two residential 
properties and three commercial properties are anticipated to be displaced. 
However, the location of additional right of way is not final and is subject to 
change. 

Right-of-way acquisition would be completed in accordance with the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as 
amended. 

For more information, please review brochures titled “Landowner’s Bill of 
Rights,” “Relocation Assistance,” and “State Purchase of Right of Way,” which 
are available at txdot.gov by searching “landowner’s rights”. 
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This project Web Mapper allows you to view the project details and environmental 
constraints within and surrounding the proposed project.

Web Mapper

A web mapper has been created for this project. This map allows you to zoom 
into a particular area of interest to view project details and environmental 
constraints. Some of the environmental constraints include floodplains, 
wetlands, hospitals, airports, and hazmat points just to name a few.

To access the web mapper, visit this US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio Project page on 
txdot.gov and choose the link for the web mapper.
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How to Submit Your Comments

Comment Form
Submit a comment form 
online or in-person

Mail
Submit a comment by mail to:
TxDOT Corpus Christi 
District Office
Attn: Kimberly Amy
1701 S. Padre Island Dr.
Corpus Christi, TX 78416

E-Mail
Submit a comment by mail to:
Kimberly.Amy@txdot.gov
with the subject: 
“US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio”

Online Form
Visit www.txdot.gov, 
keyword search “US 77 
Woodsboro Refugio 
Hearing”

Please submit or 
postmark 

comments by:
Friday,

Sept. 5, 2025

Voicemail
Call 361-808-2278 and 
leave a voicemail with 
your comments

Thank you for your interest and participation in this public hearing. Your input 
is a critical part of the project process. Comments can be submitted in the 
following ways:

•At the in-person public hearing, you can provide written comments on the 
provided comment forms. 

• You can email your comments to Kimberly.Amy@txdot.gov.

• You can also visit txdot.gov, keyword search “US 77 Woodsboro Refugio 
Hearing” to submit your comments on the online comment form.

• In addition, you can mail your comments to the address noted on the screen, 
TxDOT Corpus Christi, ATTN: Kimberly Amy, 1701 South Padre Island Drive, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78416. 

Questions or comments may be submitted to TxDOT and the project team at 
any time during the project development. However, to be included in the official 
public meeting record, all comments must be received or postmarked by 
Friday, September 5, 2025. Documentation of the public meeting will be 
included in the project record and will be posted on the project’s webpage on 
txdot.gov, keyword search “US 77 Woodsboro Refugio Hearing.”
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THANK YOU

Thank you for participating in the US 77 Woodsboro-Refugio Improvement 
Project virtual public hearing. This concludes our presentation.
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