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TxDOT is offering this Public Hearing in two formats; virtually and in-person

In-Person appointments are recommended

The virtual public hearing and TxDOT website will provide the same information 
as the in-person hearing:

- Project information
- Estimated timeline
- Process for submitting comments 
- Key contacts 

Virtual Public Hearing in Response to Public Health
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Public Hearing Displays can also be viewed In-Person at the 
V.R. Eaton High School Cafeteria on the following day:

Thursday, June 2, 2022
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Appointments for in-person viewing are requested. Please call (214) 856-0269 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and leave a 

voicemail to schedule an appointment.

Full versions of the Public Hearing Displays are available for download at 
www.txdot.gov: 

Search “US 81/287 Avondale”

Public Hearing In-Person Displays

June 2, 2022US 81/US 287 Public Hearing- Ultimate CSJ: 0014-15-037
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Virtual Public Hearing Purpose

1. Inform the public of project status and present recommendations

2. Describe the project design and environmental analysis so the public can 
determine how they may be affected

3. Provide the public the opportunity to provide comments

4. Develop a record of public participation
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How to Submit Your Comments

Please submit your comments regarding the design modifications presented in this virtual 
public hearing by using any of the four methods below by 

June 17, 2022

7

Email Us
Leave a 

Voicemail
Mail-in 

CommentsComment Online

Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov (469) 389-2603TxDOT Fort Worth District Office
Attn: Carl L. Johnson, P.E., 

2501 S.W. Loop 820
Fort Worth, TX 76133

Click the “Submit Your Comment” 
button on the website

For general questions about the presentation or the project, please contact TxDOT Project 
Manager, Saba El-Hawi, P.E. at Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov or call at (817) 370-3562 during 

regular office hours
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Project Location and Need

 Project Limits:
– From: Avondale-Haslet Road 
– To: I-35W
– Tarrant County
– Project length –

• Ultimate approximately 6.9 
miles

• Phase 1 approximately 1.3 miles

 Need for the Project:
– Improve capacity and access
– Address safety issues
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Project Purpose

 Project Purpose:
– Improve mobility
– Enhance access
– Reduce congestion by designing for 

year 2050 projected traffic 
volumes

– Enhance safety
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Existing Roadway

 Existing US 81/US 287:

– Consists of two 12-foot wide mainlanes in each direction with 6-foot wide inside shoulders 
and 10-foot wide outside shoulders

– Existing median
– Typical right of way (ROW) width for Phase 1 is 709 feet
– The project varies between one-way and two-way discontinuous frontage roads 
– Interchanges at Blue Mound Road, W. Bonds Ranch Road and Harmon Road 
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Proposed Roadway– Ultimate

11July 9, 2020

 Ultimate Project improvements would include:
– Reconstruct existing mainlanes and add one inside mainlane in each direction
– Construct new continuous one-way frontage roads
– Convert existing two-way frontage roads to one-way frontage roads
– Entrance and exit ramp locations would be adjusted to provide more efficient access to 

adjacent land uses
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Proposed Roadway– Ultimate

12July 9, 2020

 Project improvements would include:
– Willow Springs Road and Heritage Trace Parkway would be reconstructed to cross under US 

81/ US 287 mainlanes
– Willow Springs Road, Wagley Robertson Road and Heritage Trace Parkway would be 

connected to the proposed frontage roads 
– North Tarrant Parkway would be constructed to cross over US 81/ US 287 mainlanes
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Proposed Roadway– Phase 1

13July 9, 2020

 Project improvements would include:
– Construct new continuous one-way frontage roads from north of Harmon Road to west 

of IH 35W 
– Construct a northbound exit ramp that connects US 81/ US 287 to North Tarrant 

Parkway
– Construct two southbound ramps to and from North Tarrant Parkway/Harmon Road
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Proposed Bridges – Phase 1

14July 9, 2020

 Project improvements would include:
– A Bridge to be constructed at Harmon Road and North Tarrant Parkway, along with intersection 

signals
• Proposed North Tarrant Parkway Bridge:

– Two 12-foot wide mainlanes with two 12-foot wide left turn lanes eastbound and westbound  
– Eastbound and westbound shared-use paths and a westbound U-Turn lane 
– A 6-foot wide median

• Proposed Harmon Road Bridge:
– Two 12-foot wide mainlanes northeast bound and two 12-foot wide left turn lanes heading 

southwest bound to connect to the frontage roads
– Northeast and southwest bound shared-use paths
– A 5-food wide median
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Utility Adjustments 

Underground and Overhead Utilities
–Utility adjustments and relocations throughout the corridor 

would be required prior to construction

–The adjustments and relocation of any utilities would be 
managed so that no substantial interruptions would occur
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Projected Cost and Schedule

16

Anticipated Construction to Begin
Ultimate – As funding becomes available

Phase 1 – 2024

Estimated Phase 1 Construction Cost
$35 Million

Estimated Ultimate Construction Cost
Approximately $227 Million
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Review and Approval of Environmental Document

17

The environmental review, consultation, and other 
actions required by applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-

out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 

2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT
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Public Meeting held Thursday,          
November 14, 2019

Public Hearing held Thursday, June 2, 2022
Virtual Public Hearing from Thursday, June 2, 2022 at 

10 a.m. through Friday, June 17, 2022 at 11:59 p.m.

 In-Person Public Hearing on Thursday June 2, 2022 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

18

Public Involvement
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Documentation supporting a Categorical 
Exclusion (CE) determination is being prepared in 
accordance with NEPA
The environmental documentation is available to 

the public
 Includes an evaluation of the following:

19

– Right of Way/Easements

– Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations

– Vegetation and Wildlife

– Community Impacts

– Hazardous Materials

– Water Resources

– Traffic Noise

– Cultural Resources

Environmental Process
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Environmental Process – Bicycle/Pedestrian

20

Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations:
Shared-use paths included along outside of 

frontage roads and both sides of 
intersecting streets
–10-foot wide shared-use path
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Environmental Process - Vegetation

Vegetation:
Habitat direct impacts:

–0.07 acre of Agriculture
–2.54 acres of Disturbed Prairie 
–0.6 acre of Riparian
–381.47 acres of Urban
–0.92 acre of Open Water
–0.18 acre of Western Wetlands, Riparian
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Environmental Process - Wildlife

Wildlife
 Federal threatened species that may be affected:

– Monarch Butterfly - currently a federal candidate species

State threatened species that may be impacted:
– White-faced Ibis
– Louisiana Pigtoe
– Sandbank Pocketbook
– Texas Heelsplitter
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Environmental Process - Wildlife

Wildlife:
 Species of Greatest Conservation Need that may be impacted: 

June 2, 2022US 81/US 287 Public Hearing- Ultimate CSJ: 0014-15-037

– Eastern spotted skunk
– Western hognosed skunk
– Western chicken turtle
– Eastern box turtle
– Slender glass lizard
– Western hognose snake
– Franklins gull
– Lark bunting
– Pigmy rattlesnake
– Cave myotis bat
– Tricolored bat
– Big brown bat

– Eastern red bat
– Topeka purple-coneflower
– Strecker’s chorus frog
– Woodhouse’s toad
– Western burrowing owl
– Long-tailed weasel
– Hoary bat
– Texas milk vetch
– Swamp rabbit
– Muskrat
– Comanche peak prairie clover
– Western massasauga

– Hall's prairie clover
– Reverchon's scurfpea
– Sutherland Hawthorn
– Earleaf false foxglove
– Shinner's sedge
– Texas garter snake
– Timber (canebrake) rattlesnake
– Turnip-root scurfpea
– Western box turtle
– Mississippi silvery minnow
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Environmental Process - Vegetation

Hazardous Materials:
Determined 33 Hazardous Material sites are of 

moderate risk to the proposed project.
These sites consist of:

–Automotive Facilities
–Natural Gas Wells
–Stockpiles
–Petroleum Storage Tanks (PST)
–Railroads
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Environmental Process – Water Resources

Water Resources:

 Type:

– 1 Perennial Stream: 0.187 Acre

– 5 Wetlands: 0.206 Acre

– 7 Intermittent Streams: 1.572 Acres

– 1 Body of Open Water: 0.017 Acre

 Impacts:

– Permanent Wetland Impacts: 1.10 Acres

– Permanent Stream Impacts: 4.12 Acres

 Pre-Construction Notification to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

 Mitigation may be necessary and would be determined during the permitting 
process
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Environmental Process – Traffic Noise

Traffic Noise:
 A Traffic Noise Analysis was completed in accordance with TxDOT and 

FHWA guidelines
 21 modeled noise receivers are expected to be impacted
 Noise abatement would be feasible and reasonable for 16 of the 

modeled noise receivers
–These receivers represent 261 land use activity areas adjacent to 

the proposed project
–Nine barriers are recommended to help reduce the noise levels
–Locations of recommended noise walls are shown on the public 

hearing layout
–A Noise Workshop will be conducted at a later date
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Environmental Process – No Negative Impacts

No Impacts:
Community Cohesion
Cultural Resources
Environmental Justice or Limited English Proficient

Communities
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Environmental Process – Agency Coordination

Proposed Agency Coordination:
Texas Historical Commission (THC)
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
North Central Texas Council of Governments 

(NCTCOG)
Tribal Coordination
Tarrant County Historical Commission (CHC)
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Environmental Review- Conclusion

Conclusion
Studies, analyses, and evaluation of the 

proposed project indicate no significant impacts
Revisions may be made to the environmental 

documents as necessary or to address the needs 
of the state and federal agencies
A Categorical Assessment determination is 

anticipated for this project

June 2, 2022US 81/US 287 Public Hearing- Ultimate CSJ: 0014-15-037



I-30 Sept. 17, 2020 30

Environmental Process – Right of Way

Right of Way (ROW)

 Additional ROW would be required

–Approximately 20 acres 

 New denial of access would be required along the frontage roads 
from adjacent properties at new ramp junctions

Easements
 Approximately 0.65 acre of drainage easement would be required
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 Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act of 
1970:

A law passed in 1970 that was designed to ensure that anyone who 
owned property needed for a public purpose would be treated fairly.
The law establishes guidelines for the acquisition of property and the 
relocation of displaced individuals and businesses

 It is the policy of the TxDOT that individuals impacted by transportation 
systems expansion shall not be denied benefits excluded from 
participation or otherwise be subjected to discrimination based on the 
grounds of race, color, sex, age, handicaps or national origin

Right of Way
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 Each impacted property owner is offered “just compensation” for the 
property needed for the project.  To arrive at this value, independent 
appraisers hired to prepare detailed appraisals and establish value

 A written offer to the property owners is made based on the value 
determined in the appraisals

 Property owners given a minimum of 30 days to consider the offer

 Right-of-Way Brochures are available on the TxDOT Website:  
http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-

publications/publications/landowner-rights.html

Right of Way
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Next Steps and Timeline

33

Project Timeline:

June 2, 2022US 81/US 287 Public Hearing- Ultimate CSJ: 0014-15-037

Public Meeting- November 14, 2019

Schematic Approved- Winter 2022

Public Hearing- June 2, 2022

ENV Clearance Anticipated- Summer 2022

Utility Adjustments- 2023*

Phase 1 Construction to Begin- 2024*

Phase 1 Construction to End-
2027*

Next Steps After Meeting:
 Public Comment Period 

– Ends June 17, 2022
 PS&E Plan Preparation 

 Funding

 Approval of Construction Plans
*Dates Subject to Change
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How to Submit Your Comments

Please submit your comments regarding the design modifications presented in this virtual 
public hearing by using any of the four methods below by 

June 17, 2022

34

Email Us
Leave a 

Voicemail
Mail-in 

CommentsComment Online

Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov (469) 389-2603TxDOT Fort Worth District Office
Attn: Carl L. Johnson, P.E., 

2501 S.W. Loop 820
Fort Worth, TX 76133

Click the “Submit Your Comment” 
button on the website

For general questions about the presentation or the project, please contact TxDOT Project 
Manager, Saba El-Hawi, P.E. at Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov or call at (817) 370-3562 during 

regular office hours
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Thank you for your interest in this
US 81/US 287 Project
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