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This technical report is produced for the purposes of meeting requirements under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Antiquities Code of
Texas, and other cultural resource legislation related to environmental clearance as
applicable.

Abstract

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) proposes to construct an approximately 1.27 mile,
four lane divided urban arterial with curb and gutter on new location within a proposed 150-foot-
wide roadway corridor extending from State Highway (SH) 360 at East Harwood Road to
International Parkway at Rental Car Drive (Figure 1). The proposed project will be located within
undeveloped land owned by the Dallas Fort Worth International Airport (DFW Airport). The roadway's
typical section will consist of two 12 foot (ft) wide lanes in each direction, 2 ft wide inside curb off-
sets in each direction, and a raised 18 ft wide center grassy median to accommodate the future
turn lane channelization. A 5 ft wide bicycle lane and 6 ft wide sidewalks within the curb located
next to the outside lane are also included in the typical section. At-grade intersections are planned
at the termini as well as at the existing 20t Avenue junction. Signalization at the termini
intersections is anticipated. An approximate 990 ft bridge over Bear Creek, which would be
approximately 34 ft above the creek’s ordinary high water mark, is included. The existing earthen
dam at Trigg Lake would be widened to approximately 100 ft to accommodate the new roadway;
the widening is not anticipated to impact the existing dam outfall structure and channel. Cast-in-
place box culverts in Trigg Lake’s emergency spillway would be added to support the roadway and
allow the passage of anticipated flows. To accommodate the necessary modification, the
emergency spillway would be re-graded. The acreage of proposed new right-of-way (ROW) for this
project is approximately 22.8 acres. No easements are estimated for this project.

In consultation with TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division (ENV), URS Corporation (URS) conducted
a reconnaissance-level survey to determine whether or not historic-age resources were located
along the project area, which includes a 300 ft area of potential effect (APE) beyond the ROW. The
purpose of the survey was to assess all historic-age resources within the project area for National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility.

URS personnel conducted the historic-age resources reconnaissance-level survey between June 2,
2015, and June 3, 2015. Historic topographic maps and aerial photographs were reviewed prior to
fieldwork to identify sites where historic-age resources could be located. A Trimble Global
Positioning System (GPS) handheld unit was used in the field to assist in navigating through
undeveloped areas with heavy vegetation. All identified sites, as well as the entire project area was
accessed on foot by a TxDOT pre-certified Architectural Historian. One concrete foundation was
located north of the ROW and west of 20t Avenue (Figure 2). The concrete foundation was
documented with digital photography; however, due to the lack of existing historic material, it was
not recorded as a historic-age resource (Figure 3). No other evidence of historic-age resources was
identified during the survey, resulting in a negative survey. Therefore, it is recommended that the
proposed project would have no impact on historic properties.
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Project Identification

Date: 09/08/2015
Date(s) of Fieldwork: from 06/02/2015 to 06/03/2015

Historical Studies Survey Type: Constraints Analysis [1 Reconnaissance X
Intensive [

Report Version: Draft [ Final

Regulatory Jurisdiction: Federal State [

TXDOT Contract Number: 02090248712CE120
District: Fort Worth District
County or Counties: Tarrant

Highway: A 1.27 mile four lane divided roadway on new location, extending from State
Highway (SH) 360 at East Harwood Road to International Parkway at Rental Car Drive.

CSJ: 0902-48-712
Report Author(s): Tanya McDougall

Principal Investigator: Tanya McDougall
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Project Description

= Project Type: The project type consists of constructing a roadway on new location. The
project is located within DFW Airport property, between SH 360 Service Road at East
Harwood Road and International Parkway Service Road at Rental Car Drive.

= Total Project Length: 1.27 miles
= New Right of Way (ROW) Acreage: 22.8 acres
= Easement Acreage: 0.0 acres (No easements are required for this project.)

= Project Description and Impacts: TxDOT proposes to construct an approximately 1.27 mile,
four lane divided urban arterial with curb and gutter on new location within the proposed
150-ft-wide roadway corridor extending from SH 360 at East Harwood Road to International
Parkway at Rental Car Drive (see Figure 1). The proposed project will be located within
undeveloped land owned by the DFW Airport. The roadway’s typical section will consist of
two 12 ft wide lanes in each direction, 2 ft wide inside curb off-sets in each direction, and a
raised 18 ft wide center grassy median to accommodate the future turn lane channelization.
A 5 ft wide shared bicycle lane and 6 ft wide sidewalks within the curb located next to the
outside lane are also included in the typical section. At-grade intersections are planned at
the termini as well as at the existing 20th Avenue junction. Signalization at the termini
intersections is anticipated. An approximately 990 ft bridge over Bear Creek, which would be
approximately 34 ft above the creek’s ordinary high water mark, is included. The existing
earthen dam at Trigg Lake would be widened to approximately 100 ft to accommodate the
new roadway; the widening is not anticipated to impact the existing dam outfall structure
and channel. Cast-in-place box culverts in Trigg Lake’s emergency spillway would be added
to support the roadway and allow the passage of anticipated flows. To accommodate the
necessary modifications, the emergency spillway would be re-graded.

= Area of Potential Effects (APE):
The existing ROW [
150’ from proposed ROW and easements [
300’ from proposed ROW and easements X
Custom: feet from proposed ROW and easements [

Custom: 0O

Project Setting

Study Area: A review of the Texas Historical Commission (THC) survey files and Historic Sites Atlas,
the NRHP database, the list of State Antiquities Landmarks (SAL), and the list of Recorded Texas
Historic Landmarks (RTHL) found that no historically significant resources have been previously
documented within the project area, which includes the 300 ft APE, or within the 1,300 ft study
area beyond the APE.
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Although no significant resources have been previously recorded within the project area or survey
study area, there is one Official Texas Historic Marker (OTHM) just beyond the study area, which
commemorates the Bear Creek Cemetery (See Figure 1). The cemetery is not a Historic Texas
Cemetery, nor is it listed in the NRHP.

= Historic Land Use: To determine historic land use for the project area, United States
Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps (Euless, Texas, 1959, 1968, 1973, 1981, and
1995); USGS historic aerial photographs (1953, 1968, and 1982); Texas General Land
Office (GLO) records; Tarrant County Deed History Cards; Tarrant County Highway Maps
(1940 and 1961), and the Dallas Morning News Archives, were reviewed. In addition, the
project architectural historian had verbal communication with Mr. Weldon Cannon, a
previous resident of the area.

Research found that the project area crosses the original land grants of Isham Crowley,
Abraham Barnard, and Peter Bacus (Texas GLO 2015a-c). These land grants were issued by
the Peter's Colony, which required settlers to cultivate at a minimum 15 acres of land in
order to receive the land patent (Texas GLO 2015d). Through the mid-1960s, the land was
mostly undeveloped and primarily used for agricultural purposes including farming and
ranching (USGS 1953-1968). Property types included domestic single-family dwellings and
agricultural outbuildings located on large parcels of land. The average parcel of land ranged
in size from 20 acres to 100 acres; however, several contiguous parcels were commonly
owned by a single landowner (Tarrant County Clerk [TCC] 2015a-c). Within the project area,
domestic dwellings and agricultural outbuildings were located along Trigg Euless Road,
which is now known as 20th Avenue, and were constructed between 1896 and 1930 (TCC
2015a-c; USGS 1953-1973).

During the mid-1960s, approximately 17,500 acres of rural land located east of Euless, was
slated for the construction of the DFW Airport; (Leatherwood 2015). The land delineated for
the airport was divided into two consecutive boundaries defined as the inner boundary and
outer boundary. The inner boundary was the minimum acreage needed for construction of
the airport facilities, while the outer boundary provided a buffer for sound impacts and the
space required for proper approach landing (Dallas Morning News 24 February 1966). The
project area for the current undertaking is located in what was described as the outer
boundary.

Although planning for the DFW Airport started in the mid-1960s, it took several years before
all of the land was fully obtained. The parcels within the project area were acquired
between 1968 and 1971. After the land was acquired, all existing standing structures were
cleared either by relocation or demolition (Fort Worth Star-Telegram 25 September 1970).

The DFW Airport was completed in 1973, and the facility became fully operational in January
1974 (Leatherwood 2015). From that point forward, the airport maintained ownership of
the land. The project area has remained mostly undeveloped, which is likely due to it being
located in the outer boundary that was intended to be a buffer for sound and landing
purposes. The development that has occurred in the project area is concentrated east of
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Bear Creek, and includes three water treatment facilities (Reclaimed Water Plant, Reverse
Osmosis Facility, and Industrial Wastewater Pretreatment Plant) constructed ca. 1982, Trigg
Lake dam constructed ca. 1982, and oil and gas pad constructed ca. 2000. The Trigg Lake
dam that was constructed in ca. 1982, replaced a previously existing dam and expanded the
lake approximately 600ft to the south (Google Earth 2015; USGS 1981, USGS 1982).

» Current Land Use: The project area is flanked by SH 360 to the west and International
Parkway to the east. Currently, this area is mostly undeveloped property owned by the DFW
Airport. Bear Creek, a northwest-southeast flowing water feature, crosses near the center of
the project area. To the west of Bear Creek, the land has remained undeveloped and is now
covered by heavy vegetation. East of Bear Creek, the land is a mix of undeveloped land
similar to that found on the west side of the creek, and modern developments including the
three water treatment facilities, Trigg Lake dam, and oil and gas pad discussed above.
Beyond the 300 ft APE and 1,300 ft study area, the land to the south is undeveloped and
covered by vegetation, but to the north is Bear Creek Golf Course. Bear Creek Cemetery and
OTHM marker are located at the southwest corner of the golf course. East of the APE and
study area are commercial properties, while to the west there is a mix of modern residential
properties and commercial development.

= Historic Period: The anticipated let date for this project is 2018, making 1973 the cut off for
historic-age resources. This date is based on 2018 minus 45 years, to allow for delays in
project planning. Based on the research conducted for this project the historic period for
the project area is 1896 to 1973. The recommended historic period was determined
through analysis of the most significant impacts or developments as they relate to the
project area. Major impacts on the project area include the development of agriculture and
the construction of the DFW Airport. The earliest known building was constructed in 1896
and the DFW Airport was completed in 1973.

Because the land was used for agricultural purposes prior to 1965, anticipated intact
historic-age resources included domestic single-family dwellings and agricuitural
outbuildings. These resources would likely date from the late-1800s to the 1930s, and
would be found in isolated clusters near 20t Avenue. In addition, due to the planning and
construction of the DFW Airport between 1965 and 1973, anticipated property types also
included transportation road-related or air-related resources constructed between 1965 and
1973.

= Comments on Project Setting: The likelihood that intact historic-age resources would be
located within the project area was considered to be low. This was due to the fact that the
land was cleared of standing structures after it was acquired by the DFW Airport. If any
historic-age resources did exist, the current conditions of the undeveloped areas on either
side of Bear Creek posed a challenge to locating and documenting these resources.
Therefore, it was determined, in consultation with TXDOT ENV, historic topographic maps
and historic aerial photographs would be reviewed prior to fieldwork to identify areas where
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historic-age resources could be located. These locations were uploaded onto a Trimble GPS
unit to assist in navigating through undeveloped areas during the field survey.

Consulting parties must be identified and their participation documented. In some instances
a Section 106 public involvement plan (PIP) may be required. Therefore, the report should
include the following components:

= A list of consulting partners including, Certified Local Governments (CLG), and local
preservation contacts such as County Historical Commissions (CHC)

= [fa PIPis applicable:

— A Section 106 public involvement plan that addresses when consulting parties
would be integrated into the Section 106 consultative process

— An explanation of public involvement efforts appropriate to the scope of the
project, including contact with locally interested parties, such as, CHC and CLGs.

— Copies of correspondence to and from consulting partners regarding
determinations of NRHP eligibility and project affects and any measures to
minimize or mitigate adverse effects.

= List of consulting partners:
Tarrant County Historical Commission
Jo Pirtle
100 E. Weatherford Street
Fort Worth, Texas
(817)-884-1111

Euless Historical Preservation Committee

Ray McDonald, Director of Parks and Community Services
201  Ector Drive

Euless, Texas

(817)-685-1400

= All consulting parties were contacted by phone prior to fieldwork. No response was received
from the Tarrant County Historical Commission. The Euless Historical Preservation
Committee, however, expressed an interest in providing background information.
Committee member, Mr. Weldon Cannon, provided the project Architectural Historian with
background information through verbal communication on June 19, 2015. The information
provided by Mr. Cannon confirmed that potential historic-age resources had been removed
from the project area soon after the airport acquired the properties. Since no historic-age
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resources were located during the reconnaissance-level survey and the proposed project
would not have an impact on historic properties, no further contact was initiated.

Survey Methods

Surveyors: Tanya McDougall and Shelley Hartsfield.

Methodological Description: The proposed project will be constructed on new location that
contains areas covered by heavy vegetation. Therefore, in consultation with TxDOT ENV, a
reconnaissance-level survey was determined appropriate for the proposed project.

Comments on Methods: The reconnaissance-level survey for the proposed project was
conducted in compliance with TxDOT ENV survey standards. Furthermore, the methods
applied for the survey and report comply with the methods presented in the Research
Design submitted to TXDOT ENV in May 2015.

In accordance with the Research Design, an Architectural Historian reviewed the THC
Historic Sites Atlas and the NRHP database prior to fieldwork, to identify previously identified
historic resources. In addition, TxDOT District work files and Consuliting Parties were
contacted. Historic aerials and topographic maps were also reviewed to identify areas
where historic resources could be located.

Fieldwork was conducted on June 2, 2015, through June 3, 2015, by a TxDOT pre-certified
Architectural Historian. The purpose of the survey was to identify and document all historic-
age resources within the project area to a sufficient level to satisfy TxDOT reconnaissance-
level survey standards for non-archaeological historic-age resources. The information
obtained through the background research was used to identify areas where historic-age
resources could be present.

During the survey effort, one concrete foundation was located and documented with digital
photography. However, due to the lack of existing historic material, the foundation was not
recorded as a historic-age resource (see Figure 3). No other evidence of historic-age
resources was discovered within the project area. Therefore, the historic-age resources
reconnaissance-level survey conducted for the proposed project resulted in a negative
survey.

Survey Results

Project Area Description: The project area is located between SH 360 and International
Parkway on mostly undeveloped DFW Airport property. Near the center of the project area is
Bear Creek, a northwest-southeast flowing water feature. On the west side of Bear Creek,
the project area consists of undeveloped land covered by heavy vegetation. To the east of
Bear Creek, the project area consists of a mix of undeveloped land covered by heavy
vegetation and some modern development that includes three water treatment facilities
constructed ca. 1982, Trigg Lake dam constructed ca. 1982, and oil and gas pad
constructed ca. 2000.
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Prior to the construction of the DFW Airport in 1973, domestic single-family dwellings and
agricultural outbuildings were located within the project area (see Figure 2). Historic
topographic maps show these resources were located in four areas, three along 20t™ Avenue
and one approximately 1,500 ft west of 20t Avenue. Currently, these areas now consist of
cleared fields or are covered by dense vegetation. During the field survey all four locations,
as well as the entire project corridor, were accessed by the survey team. It was found that
all of the buildings identified on historic maps and aerial photographs were no longer extant.
The only evidence found during the survey that these resources existed, was a concrete
foundation located north of the ROW and west of 20th Avenue (see Figure 3). Due to the
lack of existing historic materials, it is unknown if the foundation was associated with a
dwelling or an agricultural outbuilding. No other evidence of historic-age resources was
located.

= Ljterature Review/Context:

Contextual information for the project area was gathered through the review of USGS
topographic maps, USGS historic aerial photographs, GLO records, Tarrant County Deed
History Cards, Tarrant County Highway Maps, the Dallas Morning News Archives, the
Handbook of Texas Online, as well as various secondary literary sources. In addition, the
project architectural historian had verbal communication with Mr. Weldon Cannon, a
previous resident of the area.

Early settlers of the area were members of the Peter’s Colony, who in 1841 formed a small
community on the eastern edge of present day Euless (Green 2015). In 1853, a small group
of local residents organized the Bear Creek Missionary Baptist Church, which was located
north of the project area and within the Isham Crowley land grant. Bear Creek Cemetery,
located adjacent to the church site, was developed in 1858. The land for the cemetery was
donated to the church by Isham Crowley, who in 1876 deeded it to the church trustees. In
1887, the church’s congregation relocated to Dallas County, abandoning the cemetery,
which is currently overseen by a charitable trust (THC 2015).

Between 1881 and 1904, the population that developed near the Bear Creek Missionary
Baptist Church gradually moved farther southwest to present day Euless and Irving (Green
2015). From that point, through the mid-1960s, the area remained rural and agriculture
developed as the primary economic activity. As a result, parcels of land in the area generally
ranged in size from 20 to 100 acres. However, several contiguous parcels were often
owned by a single landowner, which provided for some land holdings to be several hundred
acres. Within the project area, landowners included Herman Dearing, Winston Castleberry,
J.A. Humphrey, and James Moroney (TCC 2015a-c).

In 1942, the Midway airport, later renamed Amon G. Carter Field and Greater Southwest
International Airport, was constructed east of Euless and south of the project area. During
World War 11, the airport was used as a military training facility, but resumed commercial air
travel after the war ended. In the mid-1960s, Midway Airport was abandoned and plans to
construct DFW Airport were initiated (Leatherwood 2015). Approximately 17,500 acres of
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land was slated for the airport’s use, which included two areas defined as an inner boundary
and outer boundary. The inner boundary was the minimum acreage needed for construction
of the airport facilities, while the outer boundary provided a buffer for sound impacts and the
space required for proper approach landing (Dallas Morning News 24 February 1966). The
project area is located in what was described as the outer boundary.

Due to the reluctance of some property owners to sell their property, it took several years
before all of the land needed for the airport was fully acquired. In 1968, the property of
James M. Moroney, located east of 20th Avenue and south of Trigg Lake, was acquired by
condemnation (Dallas Morning News 22 November 1968). This property contained a
residence and barn along 20t Avenue (TCC 2015c). Two years later, the properties of J. A.
Humphrey and Winston Castleberry were acquired by condemnation (Dallas Morning News
18 December 1970). The Castleberry property, located west of 20t Avenue along the
project center line, contained what was described as a shack with post foundation (TCC
2015a). The Humphrey property was located west of 20t Avenue and north of the project
center line, and contained a cottage, shack, and five barns (TCC 2015a). Itis believed that
the concrete foundation located during the survey was part of the Humphrey property. In
1971, the property of Herman Dearing was also acquired (Dallas Morning News 25 April
1971: TCC 2015b). The Dearing property, located west of Bear Creek and south of the
project center line, contained a dwelling constructed in 1910 as well as several agricultural
outbuildings. Herman Dearing and his family had occupied the dwelling since 1941 (Fort
Worth Star-Telegram 27 November 1968).

After the airport acquired the necessary properties, all existing standing structures were
cleared either by relocation or demolition (Fort Worth Star-Telegram 25 September 1970).
Construction of the airport was completed in 1973, and the facility became fully operational
in January 1974 (Leatherwood 2015). From that point forward, the airport maintained
ownership of the land, including the project area, which remained mostly undeveloped with
the exception of the three water treatment facilities and Trigg Lake dam constructed in ca.
1982, as well as an oil and gas pad constructed in ca. 2000 (Google Earth 2015; USGS
1981; USGS 1982).

= APE Integrity: No intact historic-age resources or previously recorded historic properties
were located within the project area. Therefore, no impacts or other conditions exist that
could affect the integrity of a historic property.

Recommendations

= Historic Property Evaluations (including historic districts):
— Properties not eligible for the NRHP:
— None were identified within the APE.

- Properties not eligible for the NRHP, but had potential for significance prior to full
evaluation:

— None were identified within the APE.
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- Properties eligible for the NRHP:
— None were identified within the APE.

=  Comments on Evaluations: None

= Effects: Because no historic-age resources or previously identified historic properties are
located within the project area, it is recommended that the proposed project will have no
impact on historic properties.

= Further Work: No further work is recommended for this project.

= Justification: Not Applicable
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Tabular Inventory of Surveyed Properties

= Not Applicable
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Survey Forms for All Surveyed Properties

= Not Applicable
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Figures
=  Figure 1. Location Map
=  Figure 2. 1973 Topographic Map

= Figure 3. Location of Concrete Foundation
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Figure 3

Location of Concrete
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