Virtual Public Meeting
Pre-Recorded Presentation
FM 917

From West of Avenue F to Eastof SH 174

Johnson County, Texas
CSJ: 1181-02-033,1181-03-036

August 9, 2022



Welcome

Ricardo Gonzalez, P.E.
Director of Transportation Planning and Development
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
Fort Worth District
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Agenda

= Welcome

= Project Background

= Project Overview

= Environmental Overview
= Right of Way

= Project Next Steps

= Public Comment Process
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Public Involvement Goals

= Provide public involvement opportunities for stakeholders,
roadway users, and the general community to engage with the
project team and share feedback

= Update those interested on the project process and timeline
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Previous Public Involvement

" Public Meeting #1 - September 29, 2015 at Plum Creek
Elementary

- Four alternatives presented
- Approximately 71 attendees

= Public Meeting #2 - November 15, 2016 at Plum Creek
Elementary

- One alternative presented
- Approximately 78 attendees
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Public Outreach and Notifications

= Public meeting notices were published in English and Spanish in:
— Cleburne Times Reviewon July 21, 2022
= Elected Official Letters were mailed on July 20, 2022

= English and Spanish Notices were posted to the TxDOT website on July
20, 2022

= English and Spanish Notices were mailed to adjacent property owners
onJuly 22, 2022

= English and Spanish postcards were mailed to all property owners
within one-half mile of the alternatives and those who attended
previous public meetings.
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Public Meeting Questions and Concerns

Please call 817-370-6772if you have:

= Problems accessing public meeting information online
= Requests for special accommodations

= Language or interpretation needs other than English
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Purpose and Need

Project Need

= The FM 917 roadway, in its current configuration with the
existing at-grade rail-line crossing, results in increased traffic
congestion and decreased mobility. This does not allow for
reliable travel times and delays emergency response vehicles.

Project Purpose

= The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance safety,
mobility, and connectivity within the downtown Joshua area.
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Project Overview

= 0.623 miles in length
= Project Limits: West of Avenue F to East of SH 174
= City of Joshua
= Johnson County | wgmsse
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Proposed Improvements

= Realighing and widening 0.623 miles of FM 917 from west of
Avenue F to east of SH 174 from a two lane to a three-lane
roadway with a 14-foot-wide striped median.

= Add new grade separations with FM 917 constructed under
BNSF railroad and Main Street

= Providing bicycle and pedestrian accommodations

= The project would require approximately 6.71 acres of additional
right-of-way and 16 displacements (15 residential and 1 non-
residential structure).
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Existing Conditions

= FM 917 (12t Street/ 14t Street) is currently two travel lanes
(one in each direction)

= Varying shoulder widths
= Limited sidewalks only along portions of Main Street
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Existing Conditions

= Congestion and unreliable operations due to 90 degree turns along FM 917 from 14t
street to 12" street

— Large trucks are not able to make the turns without traffic clearing the intersection
= Existing at-grade rail crossing results in decreased mobility

— An average of 25 train crossings per day (average 13 daily between 6 a.m. and 6
p.M.

- Delays emergency response vehicles
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Pictured above is the existing FM 917 (14t Street) grade crossing of the Pictured above is the existing BNSF Railroad at the 12tth Street grade

BNSF Railroad. crossing.
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Alternatives Development

= Developed a range of conceptual alternatives to meet the
goals of the project

= Conceptual alternatives were evaluated to identify the most
reasonable solutions for further refinement and study

(Alternatives A, B, C, D, E, and F)

= Since the last public meeting, environmental and
engineering studies have been used to identify a new
recommended alternative location for final design and
construction, which is being presented at this public

meeting.
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No-Build Alternative - Existing Two-Lane Typical Section
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Proposed FM 917 Typical Section
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Recommended Alignment Alternative - Alternative F
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Alternative F

Underpass under BNSF Railroad and Main Street
Continuous FM 917 alignmentthrough Joshua

Proposed alignment shifts north of the existing FM 917 (14t Street), then S-
curves and ties into the existing FM 917 (12t Street) prior to SH 174

Local circulation would be maintained by local street reconfigurations

History:
= This alignmentalternative was developedas an avoidance alternative to
historical impacts identified by previous detailed historic studies

= This alignmentalternative is the recommended alternative as it meetsthe
project need and purpose, provides an underpass that was preferred by the
citizens and City of Joshua, and avoids impacting local historical resources
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Previously Studied Alignment Alternatives
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Alignment Alternatives Comparison Matrix

FM 917 Virtual Public Meeting

FM 917 at BNSF Railroad Project
Alternatives Analysis Evaluation Matrix

Recommended Alternatives Previously Presented to Public
Alternative
Criteria
ARF ARE No Build ArA Are Arc AltD
Underpass | Underpass Al Overpass | Underpass | Overpass | Overpass
item Unit PIF
Mobility and C
Delay 3t FM 517 and BNSF AR Crossing * Legend [ - - - - -
Delay st FM 517 and Main 5t Intersection (per cycle) * Legend [ - - - - - -
Connectivity with existing side streets *Legend - 0 - -
Emergency Responding Time * Legend ++ =+ — = -+ +
nnectivity and Walkability * legend + — o + + + -
Safety
At-Grade Railroad Crossing on existing FM 917 {14th Street) * Legend + | + - + + + | +
Grade Seperated Railroad Crossing of proposed FM 917 * Legend _ ++ | - ++ = I
Cost
Est. Construction Cost (Not Including ROW Cost) 2022 dollars sv [ 132 [ 1 o 10.2 127 112 | 101
Environmental Impacts
Commerical/Industrial Land Use Impacts Acres 0.66 246 [} 0.03 0.03 054 101
Residential Impacts Acres 505 409 [ 695 6.95 1163 551
Displacements #of 16 10 [} 1 e 13 15
Potential Noise Impacts * Legend - - 0 - - - -
Historic Resources #of [ 1 [ 1 1 1 1
Stream Crossing Impacts. *Legend [ [ o o [ - )
Visual Impacts *Legend o [} [} - o - -
Haz-mat sites within 300 feet #of 1 1 [ 1 1 [) 1
Economic Impacts
Economic Impact to Existing Businesses. * Legend + | - 0 + + + | —
to Proposed Downtown Redavelopment * Legend + - o + + + -
Efficiency
Alignment Length Miles 0.62 | os2 [ 0.62 0.64 083 | o061
Parcals/Property Owners Impacted #of 2 20 [) 23 2 37 31
Right-of- Way Acreage Acres - 6.71 | 6.55 [ 6.98 6.8 12.17 | 652
Construction
Construction Timeline Months | [ C2s [ (524 [ /18 (/128 | (4920 | ()18
Construction Difficulty/DEruption *legend | | - — - [ - - - -
Level of Public Support *legend [N ey | 0 — + =+ | +
Level of Agency Support “Legend [N - [ - _ + - o [ -
* Legend
Public
Input Some Major Major Some Some Major
Factor Negative Positive Negative | Negative Fositive Positive
(PIF) Effect Effect Effect Effect Effect Effect
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Alternative A

Overpass over BNSF Railroad and Main Street
Continuous FM 917 alignment through Joshua

Proposed alignment shifts south of the existing FM 917 (14™ Street), then S-
curves and ties into the existing FM 917 (12 Street) prior to SH 174

Local circulation would be maintained by local street reconfigurations

History:
= Presented to public during September 29, 2015 Public Meeting

= While the alignment was favored by the public and the City of Joshua, the
overpass was not preferred due to concerns of visual impacts and division of
the City. Therefore, this alternative was not carried forward for consideration.
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Alternative C

= Qverpass over BNSF Railroad and Main Street
= Continuous FM 917 alignment through Joshua

= Proposed alignment shifts south of the existing FM 917 (14t Street) and ties
back into 14" Street prior to SH 174. The alignment is extended through the
intersection with SH 174, then S-curves and ties into the existing FM 917
alignment east of SH 174 before Bentley Drive

= Local circulation would be maintained by local street reconfigurations

History:
= Presented to public during September 29, 2015 Public Meeting

= This overpass alternative had the most extensive right-of-way impacts and
roadway reconstruction, was not preferred by the public nor the City of
Joshua, and was not carried forward for consideration
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Alternative D

= Overpassover BNSF Railroad and Main Street
= Continuous FM 917 alignment through Joshua

= Proposed alignment S-curves west of BNSF Railroad and ties into the
existing 12t Street alighment west of the railroad tracks

= [ ocalcirculation would be maintained by local street reconfigurations

History:

= Presentedto public during September 29, 2015 Public Meeting

= This overpass alternative would cause negative economic impacts
and displacementsof businesses at the corner of Main Streetand

12t Street, was not preferred by the public nor the City of Joshua, and
was not carried forward for consideration
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Alternative B

= Underpass under BNSF Railroad and Main Street
= Continuous FM 917 alignment through Joshua

= Proposed alignment shifts south of the existing FM 917 (14t Street), then S-curves and ties
into the existing FM 917 (12t Street) prior to SH 174

= Local circulation would be maintained by local street reconfigurations

History:

= Presented to public during September 29, 2015 Public Meeting and selected as the original
preferred recommended alternative

= Refined alighment and additional details were presented to the public during November 15,
2016 public meeting

= During further detailed environmental studies, it was discovered that this alignment would
displace a historic property

= Due to impacts to the historic structure, TxDOT determined this alignment was not a
reasonable alternative and conducted additional alignment alternatives
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Alternative E

= Underpass under BNSF Railroad and Main Street
= Continuous FM 917 alignment through Joshua

= Proposed alignment S-curves west of BNSF Railroad and ties into the
existing 12t Street alighment west of the railroad tracks

= Local circulation would be maintained by local street reconfigurations

History:

= Additional environmental (historical) studies were performed on this
alternative,and it was not deemed as a reasonable alternative as it
would impact the Joshua Commercial Historic District. TXDOT
conducted additional alternative alignment studies.
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Environmental Process

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment to TxDOT

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out
by TxDOT pursuantto 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 9, 2019, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration
and TxDOT.
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Environmental Constraints Map

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS MAP
Public Meetmg August 2022

A full version of this map is
available fordownload at
www.txdot.com. Search “FM
917 from West”
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http://www.txdot.com/

Environmental Process

= Environmental documentationis being preparedin
accordance with NEPA.

= [ncludes an evaluation of the following:

= Right of Way/Easements = Water Resources

= Bicycle/Pedestrian = Cultural Resources

Accommodations :
= Hazardous Materials

= Community Impacts « Traffic Noise

= Vegetation and Wildlife = Air Quality

= Section 4(f) Resources = Public Involvement
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Right of Way

Right of Way

= Acquisition of approximately 6.71 acres of new right of way is
anticipated for this project

Displacements

= Potential displacement of 15 residences and one non-residential
structure is anticipated for this project
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Right of Way

= Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act of

1970:
- A law passed in 1970 that was designhed to ensure that anyone who

owned property needed for a public purpose would be treated fairly

— The law establishes guidelines for the acquisition of property and the
relocation of displaced individuals and businesses

= [tis the policy of the TxDOT that individuals impacted by transportation
systems expansion shall not be denied benefits excluded from
participation or otherwise be subjected to discrimination based on the

grounds of race, color, sex, age, handicaps or national origin.
August 9, 2022
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Project Next Steps - Estimated Project Milestones

Anticipated Environmental Decision 2023
Right-of-Way Acquisition Complete 2025
Design 100% Complete 2025
Utility Coordination Complete 2026
Begin Construction 2027
Finish Construction 2029
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Public Meeting Displays

Full versions of the Public Meeting Displays are available
for download at www.txdot.gov search “FM 917 from
West”

You may call Thomas Marquardt, P.E., at (817) 370-6772
betweenthe hours of 8 a.m.to 5 p.m. Central Time,
Monday through Friday, to ask questionsand access

project materials duringthe project development
process
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Share Your Input

Submit comments by:

= Emailing: Thomas.Marquardt@txdot.gov -
= Filling out a comment card to mail to:
Texas Department of Transportation
ATTN: Thomas Marquardt, P.E.
/

2501 Southwest Loop 820
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(W
While comments are always welcome, they must be received on or before August
24, 2022 to be included in the official meeting documentation.

h

= Online by visiting the website www.txdot.gov. Search “FM 917 from West”.

®

The public may call project staff at (817) 370-6672 during regular office hoursor =
email project staff at any time in the project development process. |y
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Thank you for participating in
this Virtual Public Meeting.

Email: Thomas.Marquardt@txdot.qov

Phone:817-370-6772

FM 917 Virtual Public Meeting

Please remember to submit
comments (online or
postmarked) by
August 24,2022.
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