
 

 

VIRTUAL/IN-PERSON PUBLIC MEETING SCRIPT 

FM 1187  

Bella Flora Drive (at the Parker County Line) to Chisholm Trail Parkway 

CSJs: 1330-01-069, 2291-02-009 

Tarrant County, Texas 

 October 3, 2023 

 

MR. RICARDO GONZALEZ, P.E., TxDOT DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
 

SLIDE 1 – Title 

Welcome to the Texas Department of Transportation’s prerecorded virtual public involvement presentation.  

We appreciate your interest in the project and welcome each of you. Please note that you may pause this 

presentation at any point to allow more time to view the slides, and you may also pause the presentation and 

navigate forward or backward as needed.  

 

In this presentation, we will cover the public involvement purpose, project overview, environmental, and right of way 

considerations. This is followed by an explanation of how to provide comments for the proposed project and the 

adjournment.  

 

SLIDE 2 – Welcome 

My name is Ricardo Gonzalez, and I serve as the Director of Transportation, planning and development for the Fort 

Worth District of the Texas Department of Transportation, better known as TXDOT. Your input on the proposed 

improvements is valuable and will help benefit the community and shape the final project recommendations.  

 

The virtual public materials and project information can be found at www.txdot gov by typing the project keyword in 

the search box in the upper right-hand corner. After the project information is presented, we would appreciate your 

feedback. 

 

SLIDE 3 – End the Streak TX 

November 7, 2000 was the last deathless day on roadways in Texas. That means for over two decades, at least one 

person has died every single day. We all have a part to play to change that. This message is that reminder – to End 

the Streak of deaths on Texas highways. We need drivers and passengers to act more responsibly and help us reach 

our goal of zero deaths by 2050. Texans can play a major role in ending fatal crashes with a few simple driving 

habits: wear seatbelts, drive the speed limit, put away the phone and other distractions, and never drive under the 

influence of alcohol or drugs. So please do your part and share this message with your friends and family. Thank you 

and please enjoy the rest of this presentation. 

  

MR. RANDALL DILLARD, CONSULTANT TO TxDOT  
 

SLIDE 4 – Virtual Public Meeting Displays 

Hello, my name is Randall Dillard, and I am a consultant supporting the TxDOT Fort Worth District with public 

involvement services.  

 

The information and materials presented in this virtual public meeting are the same as those presented at the in-

person option on October 3. The virtual public meeting information and materials will be available for viewing until 

October 18, 2023.  

 

If you would like to view hard copy materials at the TxDOT Fort Worth District Office, please call Ram Dhakal at  

(817) 370-3519 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, to make an appointment.  

 
SLIDE 5 – Virtual Public Meeting Displays 

Full versions of the virtual public meeting displays are available for download at www.txdot.gov. Search “FM 1187 

West Tarrant.” 

 

 



 

 

SLIDE 6 – Agenda 

In this presentation, the following topics will be covered: Public Meeting Purpose, Project Overview, Project Purpose 

and Objectives, Proposed Improvements and Alignments, Environmental, Right of Way, the Anticipated Schedule and 

the Public Comment Process. 

 

SLIDE 7 – Public Meeting Purpose 

The purpose of this public meeting is to: 

• Present a project update to the public 

• Inform the public of the proposed project design, including updates since the previous public meeting held in 

Spring 2022 

• Provide the public with information about the environmental documentation process 

• Offer the public an opportunity to provide input 

• Develop a record of public engagement and collect formal statements 

 

SLIDE 8 – Project Overview 

This slide shows an overview of this FM 1187 project. The project limits are along FM 1187 from Bella Flora Drive 

(at the Parker County Line) to Chisholm Trail Parkway in Tarrant County, Texas. The project is approximately 8.6 

miles long.  

 

SLIDE 9 – Adjacent Projects 

Here is an overview of this project with other adjacent FM 1187 projects also shown. This project, shown in green, 

will connect to an adjacent FM 1187 TxDOT project at Chisholm Trail Parkway, shown in orange, that has limits to 

McCart Avenue. That project is currently in the Schematic and Environmental phase with a potential Public Hearing 

in 2024. 

 

TxDOT is also in the schematic and environmental phase of another project along FM 1187 with limits from 

Interstate 35 to Newt Patterson Road, shown in blue, which had a Public Meeting in October 2022 and will host a 

second public meeting later in 2023 or early 2024. 

  

This presentation will only focus on FM 1187 West of Chisholm Trail Parkway, but all of these projects have similar 

goals and objectives for the FM 1187 corridor improvements. 

 

SLIDE 10 – Goals and Objectives 

The goals and objectives of the FM 1187 from Bella Flora Drive (at the Parker County line) to Chisholm Trail Parkway 

project include: 

• Enhancing safety 

• Improving mobility 

• Adding bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

• Improving regional connectivity 

• And improving the Fort Worth & Western Railroad crossing on FM 1187  

 

The improvements include reconstructing and widening the existing two-lane roadway to a four-lane roadway with a 

curbed center median. 

 

SLIDE 11 – Proposed Improvements 

The proposed improvements include: 

• Reconstructing and widening FM 1187 from an existing two-lane roadway to a four-lane roadway with a 

curbed center median 

• Adding off roadway shared-use paths in each direction for bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

• Improving intersections (with expected re-alignment of the US 377 intersection with a grade-separated 

interchange) 

• Updating horizontal alignments, vertical profiles, and intersection sight distance to current TxDOT standards 

• Improving the Fort Worth & Western Railroad crossing to make a smoother transition from road to tracks and 

consider an overpass alternative  

 

 

 



 

 

• Drainage improvements 

• Including roadside ditches to be converted to curb and gutter with the underground storm sewer 

system and improvements to culverts and bridges to meet current design standards and new 

roadway width 

These improvements will enhance overall safety for vehicles, pedestrians and bicycles.  

 

SLIDE 12 – Typical Section: Existing Roadway 

FM 1187 from Bella Flora Drive (at the Parker County line) to Chisholm Trail Parkway is currently a two-lane rural 

highway with 12-foot-wide travel lanes and 10-foot shoulders. The drainage along the project area is accomplished 

through open ditches and cross culverts as well as three bridges.  

 

This graphic shows the current configuration of the existing roadway and the 120 feet of existing right of way 

through the majority of the project. 

 

SLIDE 13 – Typical Section: Proposed Roadway 

The proposed improvements to this roadway include widening to a four-lane urban divided highway with 12-foot 

shared-use paths along each side to increase capacity and safety along the corridor. The ultimate design would 

allow for six-lanes, three lanes in each direction using the median for the additional two lanes in the future. The 

proposed improvements also include the improvement of the drainage along the corridor to a curb and gutter 

system with storm sewers.  

 

This typical section shows the proposed configuration of the roadway with the recommended improvements and the 

expansion of the right of way. Depending on the location the overall right of way width would vary from 150 to 170 

feet. 

 

SLIDE 14 – Proposed Alternatives – US 377 Intersection 

The following three alternatives were presented to the public in March of 2022 at the virtual public meeting. 

Alternative A (in blue) and Alternative B (in yellow) maintains the existing FM 1187 alignment west of US 377 and 

the existing northern intersection location. Alternative C (in red) maintains the existing FM 1187 alignment east of 

US 377 and the existing southern intersection location.  

 

SLIDE 15 – Preferred Alignment – US 377 Alternative C 

Alternative C has been selected as the preferred alignment. Multiple reasons lead TxDOT to identify this as the 

preferred alignment.  

Alterative C: 

• Maintains the existing alignment east of US 377 and the existing southern intersection location 

• Accomplished project goal of better regional connectivity and mobility  

• Is the shortest length alignment but does have a potentially higher right-of-way cost 

• Greatly reduced impacts to the floodplain versus Alternatives A and B 

• Increased safety with divided roadway, overpass at US 377 and Fort Worth & Western Railroad crossing with 

pedestrian and bicycle accommodations 

 

TxDOT understands that this alignment would require displacements and potentially divide some properties west of 

US 377. This alignment would also modify connections at McDaniel Road. TxDOT would work with those potentially 

affected property owners directly as the project development process continues. 

 

SLIDE 16 – Grade-Separated Intersection Overpass at US 377 

The revised FM 1187 alignment would construct a bridge over US 377. The proposed bridge and retaining wall 

section is approximately 2,300 feet long and would allow through movement of traffic along FM 1187.  

 

Access to US 377 from FM 1187 would be by frontage roads. US 377 would remain signalized, and east to west / 

west to east U-turns would be constructed on FM 1187 at this intersection. Because US 377 is on the Texas 

Highway Freight Network, the clearance of the bridge is 18-feet, 6-inches. The proposed reconstruction of this 

intersection would displace up to seven commercial structures and would require 10.25 acres of property 

acquisition.  

 

Access to US 377 from 1187 would be through a surface signalized intersection. The off roadway shared-use path 



 

 

(12-foot sidewalks) would go through the US 377 intersection. 

 

 

 

SLIDE 17 – Bridge Spanning Floodplain West of US 377 

The project includes an approximate 3,470-foot-long bridge over the floodplain just west of US 377. This bridge 

would be constructed over the Clear Fork of the Trinity River and span the 100-year floodplain. The height of the 

bridge varies, and its maximum height is approximately 18-feet, 6-inches. The resulting improvements at this 

location would displace one residential structure and require 19.9 acres of property acquisition. 

 

There would be a barrier separated shared-use path across the bridge to protect pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

SLIDE 18 – Preferred Alternative – FWWR Overpass 

Next, is the preferred alternative for the Fort Worth & Western Railroad crossing.  

• The existing at-grade Fort Worth & Western Railroad crossing is two-lanes and currently does not provide a 

smooth transition across pavement and tracks.  

• The improvements to the crossing would include an overpass over the Fort Worth & Western Railroad.  

• The proposed overpass would provide safer conditions for vehicles and pedestrians due to removal of the at-

grade railroad crossing. The design would meet all current safety standards and Fort Worth & Western 

Railroad design guidelines.  

• The proposed overpass would provide a minimum of 23-feet, six-inches clearance above the railroad tracks. 

It would be a minimum of 250 feet long and provide a shared-use path for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

SLIDE 19 – Proposed Alignment – FWWR Overpass 

This is a rendering of what the Fort Worth and Western Railroad overpass might look like showing the new lanes of 

FM 1187 going over the railroad tracks. 

 

SLIDE 20 – Environmental Process 

The FM 1187 project in Tarrant County is anticipated to be federally funded. Due to the project receiving federal 

funds, TxDOT is required to assess the potential environmental effects of the proposed project.  

 

The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA process, provides analyses of the potential impacts to the natural 

and manmade environment and helps the decision maker to make an informed decision on whether or not to 

proceed with the project. 

 

On December 9, 2019, TxDOT received a signed Memorandum of Understanding from the Federal Highway 

Administration that permits TxDOT to assume responsibility from the Federal Highway Administration for reviewing 

and approving certain NEPA projects. This review and approval process applies to this project.  

 

SLIDE 21 – Environmental Process 

A review of this project’s impacts to environmental resources is being conducted, including an evaluation of the 

following: 

• Air Quality 

• Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations 

• Community Impacts 

• Cultural Resources 

• Hazardous Materials 

• Indirect and Cumulative impacts 

• Right of Way/Easements 

• Traffic Noise 

• Vegetation and Wildlife and 

• Water Resources 

 

The project’s environmental review is ongoing, but the project technical reports will be made available to the public 

once they have been completed. 

 

SLIDE 22 – Environmental Process 



 

 

This map shows a detailed environmental constraints map. A full version of this map is available for download at 

www.txdot.gov, keyword search: “FM 1187 West Tarrant.” 

 

SLIDE 23 – Environmental Process 

TxDOT is coordinating with several regulatory and governmental agencies during the environmental process for this 

project. Coordination will occur with the North Central Texas Council of Governments, Texas Historical Commission, 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

SLIDE 24 – Right of Way 

The acquisition of new right of way is anticipated for this project. Approximately 66.94 acres of right of way are 

needed to complete the project. The project would potentially displace two residences and five non-residential 

structures. 

 

SLIDE 25 – Right of Way 

The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act is a law passed in 1970 that was 

designed to ensure that anyone who owned property needed for a public purpose would be treated fairly. The law 

establishes guidelines for the acquisition of property and the relocation of displaced individuals and businesses. 

Additionally, it is the policy of TxDOT that individuals impacted by transportation systems expansion shall not be 

denied benefits excluded from participation or otherwise be subjected to discrimination based on the grounds of 

race, color, sex, age, handicaps or national origin. 

 

SLIDE 26 – Right of Way 

Each impacted property owner is offered “just compensation” for the property needed for the project. To arrive at 

this value, independent appraisers are hired to prepare detailed appraisals and establish value. After that, a written 

offer to the property owners is made based on the value determined in the appraisals. Property owners are then 

given a minimum of 30 days to consider the offer. For further information, TxDOT right of way brochures can be 

found at the link provided on the screen. The brochures, including two booklets titled "The Purchase of Right of 

Way," and "Relocation Assistance,” are also available upon request. These booklets contain detailed information to 

inform you of your rights and provide information about TxDOT’s right-of-way acquisition procedures. 

 

SLIDE 27 – Anticipated Schedule 

Provided here is an estimated schedule for the FM 1187 project. The findings from the EA will be presented to the 

public at a public hearing that is anticipated to be held in the Fall of 2024. Environmental clearance is anticipated in 

the spring of 2025.  

  

The project is not currently funded for construction, so the construction schedule is undetermined at this time. 

Please note that the schedule is tentative and is subject to change. 

 

SLIDE 28 – Share Your Input 

Your comments are very important to TxDOT and will contribute greatly to the success of this project. TxDOT is 

committed to continuing our efforts to gain public feedback about this project. We understand that this virtual public 

meeting format is a bit different, so let’s take a few minutes and explain the comment process. Please note that 

comments can be made throughout the comment period and will be included in the meeting documentation. The 

Fort Worth District is asking the public to provide their comments in the following ways:  

1. Leave a verbally recorded comment by calling 817-382-7523. 

2. You may email your comments to: Ram.Dhakal@txdot.gov. 

3. By filling out a comment card and mailing your comments to the Texas Department of Transportation, 

Attention: Ram Dhakal, P.E., at 2501 SW Loop 820, Fort Worth, TX 76133. 

4. Comments will also be accepted online by visiting the website www.txdot.gov. Type in “FM 1187 West 

Tarrant” in the keyword search at the top right of the TxDOT homepage, then click on the “Submit Your 

Comment” button on the project webpage.  

 

All of your statements, comments and questions will be given careful consideration before final design features are 

determined.  

 

The public comment period closes on Wednesday, October 18, 2023, which is 15 days from this virtual public 

meeting. Please ensure that your comment is received or postmarked by this date.  



 

 

 

The public may also email or call project staff during regular office hours to ask questions about the project at any 

time in the project development process. 

 

SLIDE 29 – Thank You 

Thank you for joining TxDOT’s online virtual public meeting for the FM 1187 Project. We sincerely appreciate your 

attendance and interest. Please take a moment to review project materials online. And remember to submit your 

comments on or before Wednesday, October 18, 2023. Your questions, comments and concerns will receive careful 

consideration. Thank you very much, and this concludes the virtual public meeting and presentation. 


