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Welcome
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Ricardo Gonzalez, P.E.

Director of Transportation Planning and Development

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)

Fort Worth District
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End The Streak
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Virtual Public Hearing with In-Person Option
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The virtual public hearing on the TxDOT website provides the same information as the 

in-person public hearing:

• Project information

• Estimated timeline

• Process for submitting comments 

• Key contacts

Virtual Public Hearing: www.txdot.gov; Keywords - US 81/US 287 Rhome

IN-PERSON OPTION

Tuesday May 16, 2023

5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Chisholm Trail Church – Family Life Center

300 Chisholm Creek Parkway, Rhome, TX 76078

http://www.txdot.gov/
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Virtual Public Hearing with In-Person Option
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1. Inform the public of project status and present recommendations

2. Describe the project design and environmental analysis so the public can determine 

how they may be affected

3. Provide the public the opportunity to provide comments

4. Develop a record of public participation 
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Project Location, Need and Purpose1

Existing US 81/US 287 Roadway2

Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway3

Environmental Process4

Estimated Project Schedule and Cost5

TxDOT Project Contact Information 6
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Project Location
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Project Limits

• From north of Pioneer 
Road 

• To south of Avondale 
Haslet Road

• Approximately 10 miles 
in length

CSJ: 0013-08-111 

CSJ: 0014-15-076 
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Project Need and Purpose
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Purpose

• Address operational efficiency and enhance safety

• Update roadway to current design standards

Need

▪ Improve mobility

▪ Improve access

▪ Reduce congestion

▪ Enhance safety
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Existing US 81/US 287 Roadway – Typical Section
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• Four 12-foot-wide main lanes (two in each direction) 

• Two 12-foot-wide discontinuous frontage road lanes on either side of US 81/US 287

• Generally, frontage roads are two-way, except one-way frontage roads exist within the project limits south of 

Avondale Haslet Road

• No existing pedestrian accommodations along US 81/US 287 within project limits

Four-Lane with Discontinuous Two-Way Frontage Roads
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Existing US 81/US 287 Roadway – Interchanges
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• Existing US 81/US 287 

interchanges at Pioneer Road, 

SH 114 West, FM 3433 (South 

Main Street), SH 114 East, 

North Saginaw Boulevard and 

Avondale Haslet Road

• Existing unsignalized 

intersection crossings of US 

81/US 287 at CR 4838, CR 

4840 and Ramhorn Hill Road 

CR 4840

Ramhorn Hill Rd

Avondale Haslet Rd

Pioneer Rd
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – Typical Section
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Four-Lane with Continuous One-Way Frontage Roads

• Reconstruct four 12-foot-wide main lanes (two lanes in each direction) from north of Pioneer Road to south of Avondale Haslet Road 

• Add an additional inside main lane in each direction (for a total of three main lanes in each direction) from south of Avondale Haslet 

Road to end of project

• Reconstruct frontage roads to have two continuous one-way 12-foot-wide lanes on either side of US 81/US 287

• Construct 10-foot-wide shared use paths along US 81/US 287 and cross streets
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Benefits of One-Way Frontage Road Conversion

12

▪ Safety

– Reduction in crashes and head-on collisions

– Less potential of wrong-way entry onto main lanes

▪ Operations

– Simplifies the operations of the intersections

– Makes the signal timing, phasing, and sequencing more efficient, which reduces delay

– Accommodate higher traffic volumes with minimal new right of way impacts

▪ Texas A&M Transportation Institute’s Technical Report on the Safety and Economic Impacts of 
Converting Two-Way Frontage Roads to One-Way

– Results in nearly 60% reduction in crashes

– Improves mobility approximately 35%
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – Interchanges
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• Reconstruct interchanges at 

Pioneer Road, SH 114 West, 

FM 3433 (South Main Street) 

and Avondale Haslet Road

• SH 114 East improvements 

including direct connectors 

and frontage roads

• Construct new overpasses at 

County Road 4840 and Future 

Northstar Parkway and a new 

underpass at Ramhorn Hill 

Road

Ramhorn Hill Rd

Avondale Haslet Rd

Pioneer Rd

Reconstruct 

Interchange

New Direct 

Connectors

Reconstruct 

Interchange

Reconstruct 

Interchange

Reconstruct 

Interchange

New

Interchange

CR 4838

New

InterchangeCR 4840
New

Interchange
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – Reconstructed Interchanges
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Pioneer Road

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – Reconstructed Interchanges
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SH 114 West

FHWA DDI YouTube Video: 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?app=

desktop&v=eLAwwl3EtN4

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide



US 81/US 287 Virtual Public Hearing with In-Person Option

CSJs: 0013-08-111 and 0014-15-076 
May 16, 2023

Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – Reconstructed Interchanges
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FM 3433 (South Main Street)

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – New Direct Connectors and Frontage Roads
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SH 114 East

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – Reconstructed Interchanges
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Avondale Haslet RoadAvondale Haslet Road

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – New Interchange (Overpass)
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County Road 4840

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – New Interchange (Underpass)
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Ramhorn Hill Road

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Proposed US 81/US 287 Roadway – New Interchange (Overpass)
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Northstar Parkway

*Not all legend features may be present on each slide
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Utility Adjustments
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• Utility adjustments and relocations throughout the corridor would be 

required prior to construction

• The adjustments and relocation of any utilities would be managed so 

that no substantial interruptions would occur during construction
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment to the 

Texas Department of Transportation 
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National Environment Policy Act (NEPA)

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by 

applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or 

have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 

Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and 

executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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Environmental Process - Overview

▪ Documentation supporting a Categorical Exclusion (CE) determination is being prepared in 
accordance with NEPA

▪ Environmental resources evaluated and impacts addressed for the proposed project 
include the following:

▪ A public meeting was conducted on November 7, 2019

• Air Quality

• Biological Resources

• Farmlands

• Community Impacts

• Archeological Resources

• Historical Resources

• Hazardous Materials

• Traffic Noise

• Water Resources

• Waters of the U.S./Wetlands
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Environmental Process – Resource Impacts Summary

Biological Resources: 

▪ Habitat direct impacts: 

o 0.93 acre of Agriculture; 7.26 acres of Disturbed Prairie; 2.98 acres of Riparian; 0.49 acre of Open 
Water; and 0.62 acre of Western Wetlands, Riparian

▪ Wildlife: 

o Federal threatened species that may be affected:

― Monarch Butterfly - currently a federal candidate species

o State threatened species that may be impacted:

― Sandbank Pocketbook

o 31 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) may be impacted
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Environmental Process – Resource Impacts Summary

Hazardous Materials: 

▪ Determined 87 Hazardous Material sites are of low to moderate risk to the proposed 
project, with only three being considered as moderate risk.

▪ These sites consist of:

o Automotive Facilities

o Natural Gas Wells

o Dry Cleaning Facilities 

o Fueling Facilities 

o Manufacturing Facilities

o Stockpiles

o Petroleum Storage Tanks (PST)

o Railroads
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Environmental Process – Resource Impacts Summary

Water Resources: 

▪ Type:

o 2 Perennial Stream - 0.187 Acre

o 12 Intermittent Streams - 0.718 Acres

o 3 Ephemeral Streams - 0.034 Acres

o 3 Wetlands - 0.607 Acre

o 1 Body of Open Water - 0.011 Acre

▪ Impacts:

o Permanent Wetland Impacts - 0.038 Acres

o Permanent Stream Impacts - 0.32 Acres

▪ Pre-Construction Notification to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

▪ Mitigation may be necessary and would be determined during the permitting process
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Environmental Process – Resource Impacts Summary

Historic Resources: 

▪ A Reconnaissance Level Survey for historic-age above-ground properties was completed in 
accordance with TxDOT and FHWA guidelines

▪ 6 previously unevaluated historic-age properties, primarily surrounding Rhome, were 
identified in the project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE) and were determined not to be 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

▪ Segments of Meridian Highway (the first major north/south highway to cross the United 
States) were observed within the APE 

o Meridian Highway is an NHRP eligible structure 

o Portions of the Meridian Highway within the APE were determined to not carry significant integrity to 
convey their significance and do not contribute to the eligible portions of the resource 

▪ No effects to historic resources are anticipated 
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Environmental Process – Resource Impacts Summary

Traffic Noise: 

▪ A Traffic Noise Analysis was completed in accordance with TxDOT and FHWA guidelines

▪ 16 out of 34 modeled noise receivers are expected to be impacted in accordance with 
FHWA criterion 

▪ Noise abatement measures were considered for impacted receptors 

▪ None of the noise abatement measures would be both feasible and reasonable; therefore, no 
abatement measures are proposed for this project
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Environmental Process – Resource Impacts Summary

No Impacts:

▪ Community Cohesion

▪ Archeological Resources

▪ Environmental Justice or Limited English Proficient Communities
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Environmental Process – Right of Way

▪ New denial of access would be required along the frontage roads from 
adjacent properties at new ramp junctions.

▪ Approximately 16 acres of new right of way would be required.

− Note: Right of way needs are subject to change pending further 
design refinements.

▪ No displacements are anticipated.

▪ All right of way acquisition would be completed in accordance with the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies 
Act. 
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Environmental Process – Right of Way

• Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act of 1970:

A law passed in 1970 that was designed to ensure that anyone who owned 

property needed for a public purpose would be treated fairly.

The law establishes guidelines for the acquisition of property and the 

relocation of displaced individuals and businesses.

• It is the policy of TxDOT that individuals impacted by transportation systems 

expansion shall not be denied benefits excluded from participation or otherwise 

be subjected to discrimination based on the grounds of race, color, sex, age, 

handicaps or national origin.
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Environmental Process – Right of Way

• Each impacted property owner is offered just compensation for the property 

needed for the project.  To arrive at this value, independent appraisers hired to 

prepare detailed appraisals and establish value.

• A written offer to the property owners is made based on the value determined 

in the appraisals.

• Property owners given a minimum of 30 days to consider the offer.

• Right of way brochures are available on the TxDOT website:  

http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-publications/publications/landowner-

rights.html

http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-publications/publications/landowner-rights.html
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Estimated Cost and Schedule

• Public Hearing …………………………………………………………………………...............May 16, 2023

• Schematic Approval………………………………………………………………………….......Summer 2023

• Environmental Clearance……………………………........................................................Fall 2023

• Right of Way Acquisition Completed........................................................................Fall 2024

• Utility Adjustments Completed……………………………………...............................Summer 2025

• Detailed PS&E Design Completed………………………………...............................Summer 2026

• Construction to Begin…………………………………………………………………………………Fall 2026*

* Projected date for start of construction based on availability of funding. The proposed project may be constructed in phases through break-out projects that will 

be developed based on construction funding availability.

Estimated Project Schedule

Estimated Construction Cost

• $454 Million
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Public Hearing Materials

The public hearing materials are available for viewing until Friday, June 2, 2023 at 

11:59 p.m. To view the virtual public hearing, visit www.txdot.gov and in the “Search 

TxDOT” box in the upper-right hand corner, enter “US 81/US 287 Rhome.”

If you have questions or comments throughout project development, please contact the 

TxDOT Project Manager during regular office hours:

Saba El-Hawi, P.E.

Phone: (817) 370-3562

Email Address:  Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov

http://www.txdot.gov/
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How to Submit Comments

Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov 
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Thank You!

TxDOT Project Manager – Saba El-Hawi, P.E.

2501 SW Loop 820

Fort Worth, TX 76133

(817) 370-6570

Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov

Thank you for your interest in the 

US 81/US 287 Rhome to Avondale Project

mailto:Saba.ElHawi@txdot.gov

